Over 4,000 Police firearms missing —Senate

CAROLINE AMEH

he Nigerian Senate has

I raised alarm over the
disappearance of ap-
proximately 4,000 firearms, in-
cluding AK-47 rifles, from the
Nigeria Police Force. The issue
was revealed during a Senate
Public Accounts Committee
hearing, following an audit

report highlighting discrepan-
cies in police armory records
between 2000 and 2020.
During the hearing, law-
makers criticized the police
for failing to trace the miss-
ing weapons or hold those re-
sponsible accountable. They
expressed concerns that the
firearms could have fallen into
criminal hands, further wors-

ening Nigeria’s security crisis.
Senators  referenced past
reports of security personnel
allegedly selling arms to crimi-
nals, stressing the need for trans-
parency. They questioned why
some police commands failed to
report lost weapons or complete
Treasury Form 146, a mandatory
document for tracking missing
firearms. They insisted that the

matter be openly discussed, em-
phasizing that taxpayers funded
the procurement of these weap-
ons and Nigerians have a right to
know their whereabouts.

Some committee members ar-
gued that police officers who lose
or mishandle weapons should face
the same scrutiny as civilians ar-
rested for illegal arms possession.
They demanded that responsible

officers be identified, investigated,
and prosecuted if necessary.

Senator Adams Oshiomhole
underscored the real-life conse-
quences of missing firearms, cit-
ing the assassination of his aide
as an example.

The Senate has now directed
the police to submit a detailed
report on the missing firearms,
including the officers involved,

actions taken, and preventive
measures.

In response, the police stated
that the Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP) conducts regular fire-
arms audits and is committed to
ensuring accountability.

However, lawmakers insisted
on a clear and public explana-
tion, especially given the coun-
try’s growing security concerns.
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Economic Devt Edo, S'Africa
deepen bilateral tles

ABDUL-KADIR ABDULLAH

he Edo State govern-
Tment and South Africa
are strengthening their
bilateral relationship, focusing
on key sectors, such as technol-
ogy, agro-processing, tourism,
and mining.
The Republic of South Africa
also expressed commitment to
collaborating with the Edo State

Government, particularly in in-
frastructural development, as
both regions seek to deepen eco-
nomic and business relations.

In a move to foster investment
and collaboration, representa-
tives from both governments
met in Benin City to discuss po-
tential partnerships

Governor Monday Okpeb-
holo, while welcoming the
South African delegation led by

Ambassador Dr. Bobby Moroe
in Benin City, emphasized the
historical and economic ties
between Edo State and South
Africa.

He recalled Edo State’s soli-
darity with South Africa during
the fight against Apartheid and
reiterated the states readiness
to forge new partnerships for
growth.

“Edo State and South Africa

have a lot in common. We have

always seen your struggles and
successes as ours, and now, we
are ready to work together for
economic development,” Gover-
nor Okpebholo stated.

"Our doors are open, and we
are eager to ensure that this col-
laboration brings tangible bene-
fits to our people in areas such as
infrastructure, mining, technol-
ogy, and agro-processing”

COURTESY VISITS:
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Edo State Governor, Senator Monday Okpebholo (right), presenting a gift to South Africa Ambassador to Nigeria, Dr. Bobby
Moroe (middle), and Busisiwe Dlamini, during a courtesy visits to the Governor in Benin City, Edo State.

Ambassador Moroe, who was
accompanied by other top dip-
lomats, highlighted that South
Africa’s interest in Edo State is
driven by its vast potential, par-
ticularly in infrastructure and
economic development.

“We have chosen Edo State
because of its great potential’
Moroe noted. “Gauteng, the eco-
nomic hub of South Africa, has
similarities with Edo in terms
of strategic location and oppor-
tunities. Our commitment to
working with your administra-
tion is strong, and we look for-
ward to concrete results.”

During the visit, the South
African  delegation engaged
with key government agencies,
including the Edo State Invest-
ment Promotion Office (ESIPO)
and Ease of Doing Business
Secretariat where he met with
ESIPO’s Managing Director, Mr.
Amen Odigie, and his team to
explore avenues for economic
cooperation.

Ambassador Moroe empha-
sized the importance of revital-
izing the long-standing relation-

CONTINUES ON PG 2»

Edo election petition tribunal: PDP,
Ighodalo’s camp faces sethack
as Okpebholo closes case

The Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) and its
governorship candidate,
Asue Ighodalo, have suffered
another major blow in the
ongoing Edo State election
tribunal following Governor
Monday Okpebholo’s strategic
decision to present only one
witness before closing his case.

Legal analysts see this move as
a direct counter to what they de-
scribe as a weak case by the PDP
and Ighodalo, further dimming
their hopes in the tribunal. The
sole witness, Majek Osumah, a
polling unit agent from Ward
7, Unit 4 in Ovia South West,
testified that the election was
conducted peacefully but con-
firmed that the result for his unit
was canceled due to over-voting.

He stated that in the ward-level
result sheet (Form EC8B), no
result was recorded for his unit
after the collation officer ruled in
favor of cancellation.

Following his cross-exami-
nation, Onyechi Ikpeazu, SAN,
lead counsel to Governor Ok-
pebholo, announced the clo-
sure of their case.

With this, the tribunal’s chair-
man, Justice Wilfred Kpochi,
adjourned the matter to Wednes-
day, February 12, 2025, when the
All Progressives Congress (APC)
is expected to open its defense.

The decision by INEC and
the APC not to engage further
is viewed as a strong statement
on the credibility of the PDP’s
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he Edo State House of
TAssembly has adopted
a new business calendar
for the third quarter of its sec-
ond legislative session, setting
a 42-day sitting schedule that
will run until March 2025.
Welcoming lawmakers back
from recess, Speaker Rt. Hon.
Blessing  Sheriff Agbebaku
commended them for their
dedication, particularly for
cutting short their break to ad-
dress pressing state matters.
He highlighted the Assem-
bly’s legislative achievements,
including the passage of 41

people-centered bills, 29 of
which have been signed into
law, while 12 are awaiting the
governor’s assent.

Among these bills are the Edo
State Migration Agency Bill to
regulate migration-related affairs,
the Digital Governance and Data
Management Agency Bill aimed
at enhancing technological gov-
ernance, the Edo State Oil and Gas
Producing Areas Development
Commission Bill to drive devel-
opment in oil-producing commu-
nities, and an amendment to the
Anti-Secret Cult Law to address
evolving security concerns.
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EDHA adopts new business calendar, reviews key legislative actions

The House has also made 72
resolutions aimed at improving
governance and security in the
state.

During the plenary, five let-
ters from Governor Monday
Okpebholo were read, including
requests for confirmations of key
government appointees.

The nominations include
Pharmacist Okojie Kenny as
Chairman of the Governing
Board of the Edo State Prima-
ry Health Care Development
Agency, Dr. Osoikhia Oahimire

Collins as Executive Secretary
of the Edo State Primary Health
Care Development Agency, and
Hon. Anthony Ojo as a mem-
ber of the Edo State Oil and Gas
Producing Areas Development
Commission, replacing Atoe
Pascal, who was not confirmed.
The Speaker directed the
Standing Committee on Rules,
Business, and  Government
House to review the nominations
and report back within a week.
Two new bills were also pre-
sented for the first reading: an
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amendment to the Edo State
Health Insurance Law 2019 and
an amendment to the Edo State
Land Administration and Ge-
ographic Information Service
Law 2018.

The House observed a min-
ute of silence in honor of Major
General Christopher Jemitola, a
serving Nigerian Army officer
and former ADC to President
Olusegun Obasanjo, who passed
away on January 6, 2025.

In security discussions, Hon.
Eugene Inegbeboh raised con-

cerns over the recent kidnapping
of the Onogie of Eguare Udo by
suspected Fulani herdsmen and
urged the House to summon
the Commandant of the Edo
State Vigilante Corps to discuss
enhanced security measures for
the community.

Speaker ~ Agbebaku com-
mended Governor Okpebholo
for his swift intervention in se-
curing the monarchs release and
assured that the House remains
committed to strengthening se-
curity in the state.

Economic Devt:

{(CONTINUED FROM PG 1

ship between Nigeria and South
Africa, noting ESIPO’s role in
bridging communication be-
tween the government and the
private sector.

He highlighted the need for
a more structured and coordi-
nated approach to leveraging
opportunities between the two
regions.

He stated that South Afri-
ca is particularly interested in
partnerships in technology,
agro-processing, tourism, and
hospitality, and that both parties
could capitalize on opportuni-
ties in these sectors.

Responding, Mr. Amen Odi-
gie welcomed the collaboration
and stressed that Edo State is
rich in investment opportunities,
particularly in the mining sector,
which remains largely untapped.

He explained that Edo State
possesses significant deposits of
gold, lithium, bitumen, granite,
limestone, dolomite, and other
solid minerals and expressed the
states commitment to attracting
investors to develop these re-
sources.

He further emphasized the
administrations focus on agri-
culture, technology, and mining,
recognizing South Africa’s lead-
ership in the mining industry as
a valuable asset to Edo’s invest-
ment drive.

He also highlighted Edo
State’s commitment to human
capital development, particu-
larly in technology transfer and
entrepreneurship training.

With approximately 68% of
Edo’s population being youth, he
underscored the importance of
creating opportunities to equip
them with skills that will reduce
unemployment.

He stated that Edo is keen

Edo, S'Africa...

on collaborating with South
African institutions to develop
training programs that will build
capacity in various sectors, in-
cluding technology and assured
Ambassador Moroe of the Edo
State government’s full com-
mitment to working together
to explore and implement these
opportunities, stressing that Edo
State remains open for business
and investment.

He reaffirmed his administra-
tion’s commitment to facilitating
foreign investments, ensuring an
enabling business environment,
and harnessing the state’s rich
natural resources for economic
advancement.

“We are set for investments,
development, and growth. This
collaboration will open doors for
job creation, knowledge transfer,
and long-term prosperity for
Edo people;” he concluded

Following the meeting with
ESIPO, Ambassador Moroe
and his delegation met with the
Benin Chamber of Commerce,
Industry, Mines and Agriculture
(BEMCCIMA) as well as heads
of key ministries, departments,
and agencies (MDAs).

He reiterated South Africa’s
willingness to work closely with
Edo State and expressed his
commitment to establishing a
clearly defined action plan with
specific timelines.

To further deepen engage-
ment, he extended an invitation
to Edo State to participate in the
upcoming South Africa Week in
Lagos in April 2025, providing
an avenue for cultural and eco-
nomic exchanges.

He suggested that an Edo cul-
tural group perform at the event
and that representatives connect
with South African businesses
operating in Nigeria to explore
mutually beneficial opportunities

GUSINESS IN )

BILATERAL TIES:

Managing Director, Edo State Investment Promotion Office, ESIPO, Mr Amen Odigie (5th right); South Africa Ambassador to Nigeria, Prof. Bobby J.
Moroe (4th right), and other guests, during a meeting held at ESIPO in Benin City to explore Edo State and South Africa bilateral ties.

Edo First Lady's office to collaborate with
S'Africa on youth, women empowerment

flice of the First Lady,
Edo State Government,
has received an invita-

tion for a corporate partnership
from the Consulate General of
the Republic of South Africa.

The collaboration aims to
strengthen developmental ties
and boost key sectors of the
economy, with a particular fo-
cus on empowering youths and
womern.

The announcement came
during a meeting held at the Of-
fice of the First Lady at Govern-
ment House in Benin City.

In her address, Mrs. Edesili Ok-
pebholo Anani, Coordinator of

the Office, commended the rep-
resentatives and underscored the
importance of women empower-
ment and youth development.

She expressed her enthusi-
asm for the partnership, noting
the need to support vulnerable
women whose rights have been
severely impacted financially,
mentally, and emotionally. "We
deal with vulnerable women. We
would love to partner with you,
as we have many women who
have been violated.

"Their rights have been se-
verely impacted financially,
mentally, and emotionally. We
are here to empower them as

much as we can," she said.

Mrs. Anani also highlighted
the importance of mentorship
and digital empowerment for
women, noting that initiatives
are underway to groom women
in science and technology.

She further supported invest-
ments in the hospitality sector as
a means of empowering youths
and integrating them as pro-
ductive members of society. "I
always say; beyond rehabilitat-
ing and providing shelter, what
happens afterwards? How do
we disabuse their minds? How
do we rehabilitate them into the
system?" she added.

Consul General Prof. Bobby
Moroe expressed his desire to
collaborate with the Edo State
Government, emphasizing mu-
tual interests in youth develop-
ment programs, agro-processing
and agriculture, science and tech-
nology, arts and culture, tourism,
and hospitality. Vice Consul Ms.
Busisiwe Dlamini highlighted
the Consulate Generals focus on
women empowerment and out-
lined several initiatives that have
already made a difference, while
also extending an invitation to
South Africa Week—a social
event featuring activities such as
golf, movies, and entertainment.

Edo election petition tribunal: PDP, ...

(CONTINUED FROM PG 1

petition.

One of Okpebholos lawyers
dismissed the PDP’s case as lack-
ing substance, arguing that there
was no need to waste time re-
sponding to a petition that had al-
ready failed to establish its claims.

APC State Chairman, Jarret
Tenebe, described the develop-
ment as a turning point, mock-
ing the PDP’s dwindling chanc-
es. He remarked that the PDP
and Ighodalo now find them-
selves in a desperate situation
with no support left.

According to him, the tribu-
nal proceedings have exposed

the weakness of their case, leav-
ing them in disarray.

He further took a swipe at Ig-
hodalo, stating that the PDP can-
didate, once regarded as a legal
expert, is now receiving an unex-
pected lesson in courtroom strat-
egy from Governor Okpebholo.

"These are truly interesting
times. The PDP and its support-
ers are left stranded, with no one
even willing to entertain their
frustrations,” Tenebe said.

With the APC set to open its
defense, the tribunal proceed-
ings continue, but the latest
developments suggest an uphill
battle for the PDP as they strug-
gle to keep their case alive.

Court dismisses criminal suit against Odionwere of Obagie
village for lack of jurisdiction

IpAHOSA MOSES

n Edo State Magistrate
Court sitting in the
Ekiadolor = Magisteri-

al District, Ovia North-East
Local Government Area, has
dismissed a criminal suit filed
by the State Commissioner
of Police against Pa. Stephen
Osaretin  Oyenmwense, the
Odionwere (head) of Obagie
Community, citing a lack of
jurisdiction.

Presiding Magistrate V.E.
Oyekpen  (Mrs.), delivering
judgment on a no-case sub-
mission filed by the defendant’s

counsel, E.S. Odemwingie Esq.,
ruled that it was improper and
procedurally flawed for the court
to hear a case that had already
been decided by another court
of coordinate jurisdiction.

She stated that as a Chief
Magistrate Special Grade, she
had the authority to make deci-
sions but lacked the judicial basis
to exercise jurisdiction over the
matter.

The court, therefore,
dismissed Charge No:
MCK/89¢/2022A from the Ek-
iadolor Magisterial Court, re-
lying on the prior ruling of the
Iguobazuwa Area Customary

Court in Suit No: OSWAC-
C/2T/2013.

The magistrate emphasized
that revisiting the case in an-
other court would amount to
an abuse of judicial process, as
the leadership dispute of Obagie
Community had already been
adjudicated by the Iguobazuwa
Area Customary Court, which
delivered its judgment on May
8,2024.

She further noted that the
original suit, filed in 2013, was
still pending when the defend-
ant was arraigned in 2022 under
Charge No: MCK/89¢/2022/A.
Initiating a separate hearing on

the same matter in the magis-
trate court, she ruled, was pro-
cedurally improper and robbed
the court of jurisdiction.

The nominal complainant,
Dr. James E. Igbinadolor, had
dragged Oyenmwense to court
through the State Commission-
er of Police over allegations of
false representation as the Odi-
onwere of Obagie Village and
forgery. The police alleged that
these offenses violated Sections
516, 118, 484, and 465 of the
Criminal Code, Cap 48, Vol. II,
Laws of the defunct Bendel State
of Nigeria (1976), as applicable
in Edo State.
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Customs suspend 4% FoB charge on imports

e Nigerian Customs Ser-
vice has suspended the im-
plementation of the widely

criticised four per cent Free-on-
Board value on imports.

A statement signed by the
Customs National Public Rela-
tions Officer, Abdullahi Maiwa-
da, disclosed the latest develop-
ment on Tuesday in Abuja.

The amount, as stipulated in
Section 18(1)(a) of the Nigeria
Customs Service Act 2023, has
already raised concerns among
businesses  struggling with
high operating costs.

Maiwada said the suspen-
sion presents an opportunity
to review the service’s revenue
framework holistically.

The statement read, “The
Nigeria Customs Service here-
by announces the suspension
of the implementation of four
per cent Free-on-Board (FOB)
value on imports as provided
in Section 18(1)(a) of the Nige-
ria Customs Service 2023.

“This is the sequel to on-
going consultations with the

Minister of Finance and Coor-
dinating Minister of the Econ-
omy, Mr Olawale Edun, and
other stakeholders.

“This suspension will ena-
ble comprehensive stakeholder
engagement and consultations
regarding the Act’s implemen-
tation framework.”

He added that the suspen-

INTERACTIVE MEETING:

h

Minister of Finance and coordinating Minister of the Economy, Wale Edun (left), and member Senate Committee on Capital Market, Senator Victor

Umeh, during the minister's interactive meeting with the committee at the National Assembly Abuja yesterday.
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sion aligns with the exit of the
contract agreement with the
service providers, including
Webb Fontaine, which were
previously funded through the
one per cent Comprehensive
Import Supervision Scheme.
He added, “The timing of this
suspension aligns with the exit
of the contract agreement with
the service providers, includ-
ing Webb Fontaine, which were
previously funded through the

one per cent Comprehensive
Import Supervision Scheme.

“This presents an oppor-
tunity to review our revenue
framework holistically”

The FOB charge, which is cal-
culated based on the value of im-
ported goods, including trans-
portation costs up to the port of
loading, means importers will
pay more to bring goods into
Nigeria, a cost that will likely be
passed on to consumers.

One Needs Property Limited pays entrance fees
for primary school pupils in Oshimili North LGA

AjuwaA VICTOR

real estate company pop-
ularly known as One
Needs Properties, has

paid the 2025 Primary School
Leaving Certificate Examina-
tion (Primary Six Exams) reg-
istration fees for all the primary
school students in Oshimili
North Local Government Area
of Delta State.

One Needs Properties paid
the fees for over 1,500 candidates
for the forthcoming examina-
tion for the various schools.

Chairman of the company,
Stanley Chukwudumebi Otoma
who made the good gesture dur-
ing a visit to one of the schools,

said the move was a personal
commitment to empower the
next generation as well as con-
tribute to the educational devel-
opment of Delta State.

Otoma expressed his passion
for creating opportunities for
young people to excel academ-
ically and unlock their full po-
tentials.

“Education is the founda-
tion for a brighter future, and
I believe every child deserves
the opportunity to pursue their
dreams, regardless of financial
conditions.

“With this in mind, I paid the
first School Leaving Certificate
Examination fees for over 1,500
students for all the primary

School in Oshimili North Local
Government Area of the State.

“This is my little way of
demonstrating my commitment
to empowering the next gen-
eration and contributing to the
educational development of our
dear Oshimili North Local Gov-
ernment Area.

“To me, these students repre-
sent the hope and future of Del-
ta, and I am honoured to play a
part in their journey toward suc-
cess,” he stated.

He urged the beneficiaries to
view the support as a motivation
to excel in the examination, giv-
ing their utmost effort to achieve
academic success.

Otoma urged well-meaning

Deltans to keep investing in our
youth and help them achieve
greatness and called on corpo-
rate organizations and individ-
uals to give back to the society.

In their separate remarks, the
Chairman of Association of Pri-
mary School Heads of Nigeria
(AOPSHON), Comrade Chima
Ugochukwu Anthony and Com-
rade Ogoh Augustine, National
Deputy President (AOPSHON)
applauded One Needs Proper-
ties for the generous gesture.

They expressed their heartfelt
appreciation for his kindness,
acknowledging the significant
impact his gesture will have on
students’ education and future
prospects.

Edo Security Corps commander
disowns Benin protest, warns
against sabotage

ABDUL-KADIR ABDULLAH

he Uzairue Commandant
Tof the Edo State Security

Corps, Mr. Yusuf Ag-
bobuare, has distanced his unit
from the recent protest in Benin
City by members of the disband-
ed Edo State Security Network.

Agbobuare warned individu-
als in Uzairue communities who
might attempt to exploit the dis-
banded outfit’s name for person-
al agendas.

He urged them to desist from
actions that could disrupt ongo-
ing security efforts in the region.

"We have received numer-
ous reports about individuals
planning to obstruct our work
and undermine the directives of
the Executive Governor of Edo
State, His Excellency, Senator
Monday Okpebholo.

"We strongly warn those

engaging in such acts that the
Uzairue Command is fully pre-
pared to bring any unrepentant
saboteur to justice," he added.

Addressing the Uzairue res-
idents at the Benin protest, Ag-
bobuare clarified, "Some former
members of the disbanded Edo
State Security Network from
Uzairue participated in the pro-
test. One such protester, known
as 'Mama Love' from Afashio
Uzairue, is not affiliated with the
Uzairue Command of the Edo
State Security Corps."

He reaffirmed the unit’s legit-
imacy, stating, "We are the Edo
State Security Corps, nothing
else. The Edo State Security
Network is no longer opera-
tional under the leadership of
Senator Monday Okpebholo.
Anyone speaking on its behalf
does so independently and at
their own risk."

Security agents nab 25 suspected cultist in Ogwashi-Uku

AjuwA VICTOR

was reported to be a likely

cult clash, about 25 youths
have been arrested by security
agents in the OgwashiUku me-
tropolis.

A local anti-cult security
source, who confided in journal-
ists revealed that about 18 mem-
bers of a cult group were raided
in a hotel in Ogwashi-Uku dur-
ing their meeting.

According to the security
source, other members of a rival
cult group were picked up at dif-
ferent locations in the metrop-
olis during the clearance opera-
tion by security agents.

In a swift move to quell what

According to sources who
craved anonymity revealed that
the two rival groups, particu-
larly the Aye cult group and
members of the Arubaggar cult
group were on the trail of one
another looking for who to maul
down.

Findings showed that mem-
bers of Ogwashi-Uku Anti Cult
Group had swung into action
following a tip off from good sa-
maritans that there was likely to
be a cult clash in the metropolis.

The said source said the
anti-cult group had com-
menced operation two days
earlier and succeeded in appre-
hending some of the cultists,
while 18 members of one of the

rival cult groups were arrested in
a hotel in the metropolis.

According to security sourc-
es, weapons were recovered
from the suspects just as fur-
ther checks showed that two
youths belonging to the Aye cult
group were allegedly killed by

members of the Arubaggar
cult in OgwashiUku.

According to sources who are
privy to the incident, the murder
of the two Aye cult members
sparked off the move for retali-
ation by the rival group.

Further information revealed
that some of the members of the
rival cult groups have ran away
from the metropolis for fear of
being attacked by members of

the opposition cult groups or
picked up by security operatives.

Residents of Ogwashi-Uku
commended the efforts of both
the anti-cult group and the po-
lice for their proactive moves,
adding that they have helped to
nip the planned attacks in the
bud.

The police has however called
on members of the public to al-
ways give timely information to
security agents so that such in-
formations would help them in
their operations.

They however, urged parents
and guardians to counsel their
children on the dangers asso-
ciated with belonging to a se-
cret cult.

Nigeria ranks 140th out of 180 on
corruption index 2024 —TI report

ABDUL-KADIR ABDULLAH

igeria has been ranked
140th position out of
180 countries in the

world on the 2024 corruption
perceptions index, according
to a report by Transparency In-
ternational.

The TTs latest ranking re-
leased on Tuesday sees the
continents most populous
nation move up 5 spots when
compared with 2023 ‘s report
and 10 spots as against 2022
report.

Denmark emerged as the
least corrupt country with
90 points with fellow Nordic
country Finland coming in
second with 88 points, and Sin-
gapore in third with 84 points.

However, countries that
made the most corrupt list in
the world were South Sudan,
Somalia and Venezuela.

It was observed that no Afri-
can country made the top 10 as
it was dominated by European
countries.

Based on the report, Ugan-
da, Mexico, Madagascar, Iraq,
and Cameroon shared the
same spot with Nigeria with a
total score of 26 points.

In the African category,
Cape Verde topped the list
of least corrupt countries, al-
though it was ranked number

35 with 62 points.

“The 2024 Corruption Per-
ceptions Index (CPI) shows
that corruption is a dangerous
problem in every part of the
world, but change for the bet-
ter is happening in many coun-
tries,” the chair of Transpar-
ency International, Francois
Valeria, said.

“Research also reveals that
corruption is a major threat
to climate action. It hinders
progress in reducing emissions
and adapting to the unavoida-
ble effects of global heating.

“The CPI ranks 180 coun-
tries and territories worldwide
by their perceived levels of
public sector corruption. The
results are given on a scale of
0 (highly corrupt) to 100 (very
clean).”

To Valeria, while 32 coun-
tries have significantly re-
duced their corruption levels
since 2012, there’s still a huge
amount of work to be done -
148 countries have stayed stag-
nant or gotten worse during
the same period.

“The global average of 43
has also stood still for years,
while over two-thirds of coun-
tries score below 50. Billions of
people live in countries where
corruption destroys lives and
undermines human rights,” he
said.
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MTN implements 50% tariff hike, raises data prices

igeria’s largest telecom
operator, MTN, has
commenced the grad-

ual implementation of a 50 per
cent tariff increase approved by
the Nigerian Communications
Commission in January.

The adjustment, which is ev-
ident in the updated prices of
data plans, leaves call and SMS
rates unaffected for the time
being.

A senior executive from MTN,
who doesnt want to be men-

tioned, confirmed the develop-
ment in a conversation with our
correspondent on Tuesday.

“Yes, we've started updating
our price lists.

“However, this process is
gradual, and we haven’t com-
pleted it for all products yet’,
the source said.

The price adjustments pri-
marily affect several data plans.

For instance, checks by our
correspondent on Tuesday re-
vealed that the 1.5GB month-

ly plan, previously priced at
N1,000, has been replaced by a
1.8GB plan now costing N1,500.
The 15GB plan has increased
from N4,500 to N6,500, while
the 20GB plan now costs
N7,500, up from N5,500.
Larger data bundles have
seen even steeper increases.

The 1.5 terabyte 90-day
plan has risen from N150,000
to N240,000, and the 600GB
90-day plan is now priced at
N120,000, up from N75,000,
according to the updated list.

The NCC announced the
tariff hike on January 20, citing
rising operational costs and the

need to ensure the long-term
sustainability of the telecom-
munications sector.

The Commission, through
its Director of Public Affairs,
Reuben Muoka, underscored
that the decision aligns with its
regulatory mandate under Sec-
tion 108 of the Nigerian Com-

munications Act, 2003.

However, the National Asso-
ciation of Telecommunications
Subscribers has voiced its op-
position, threatening legal ac-
tion against the approved tariff
increase.

NATCOMS argued that the
hike be reversed to 10 per cent.

Nigeria, UAE review BASA

agreement

he Minister of Aviation
Tand Aerospace Devel-

opment, Festus Keyamo,
has signed the amended Bilat-
eral Air Service Agreement be-
tween Nigeria and the United
Arab Emirates.

This was made known
through a statement signed by
the minister’s media aide, Tunde
Moshood, and made available to
newsmen on Tuesday.

According to the statement,
the amendment was signed dur-
ing a meeting with UAE’s Min-
ister of Economy, Abdulla Bin
Touq Al Marrij, at the sideline of
the International Civil Aviation
Organisations Global Imple-
mentation Support Symposium
2025, solidifying mutual avia-
tion ties between both nations.

Moshood stated that the sign-
ing of the amended BASA builds
on last year’s negotiations to en-
sure reciprocal rights for both
countries and foster deeper avi-
ation collaboration.

Aviation stakeholders at the
sideline of the International Civ-
il Aviation Organisation’s Global
Implementation Support Sym-
posium 2025

He added that during the sign-
ing of the agreement, Keyamo
emphasised the importance of
enhancing connectivity between

Nigeria and the UAE, with a
focus on expanding codeshare
agreements and interlining op-
portunities for Nigerian airlines.

He further said that the UAE’s
Minister of Economy hailed Ni-
gerias aviation minister as say-
ing, “Let me say this on camera
now, the Nigeria Aviation Minis-
ter is a man who keeps his words
and for us, thats everything’,
acknowledging his commitment
to advancing Nigeria-UAE avia-
tion relations.

Beyond the BASA agree-
ment, Moshood said Keyamo
advocated for a review of UAE’s
visa restrictions on Nigerians,
stressing that easing the cur-
rent conditions would increase
passenger traffic on designated
routes, benefiting both nations’
economies.

The statement further reads,
“In a further boost to bilateral
relations, both countries agreed
to sign a Technical Cooperation
Agreement focusing on capacity
building and technical support in
key aviation areas, including safe-
ty and regulatory, environment,
airport facilitation and security.

“This cooperation reinforces
Nigeria’s commitment to elevat-
ing its aviation sector to global
best practices while deepening
ties with international partners."

COMMITTEE MEETING:
R-L: Chairman, Senate Committee on Interior, Adams Oshiomole; Representative of the Auditor General of the Federation, Olu Samuel, and
representative of the Chairman, Senate Committee on Public Account, Abdul Nigi, during the Committee's meeting with the Inspector General of

Police in Abuja on Tuesday.
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FG eyes $30bn investment through
raw materials information system

he Federal Government
I has launched the Nige-
ria Raw Materials Man-
agement Information System,
a digital platform designed to
enhance industrialisation, at-
tract investment, and optimise
the country’s raw material re-
sources.

The initiative, spearheaded
by the Raw Materials Research
and Development Council, is
expected to bring in $30bn in in-
vestments over the next decade
through efficient resource man-
agement.

Speaking at the launch in
Abuja on Tuesday, the Minis-
ter of Innovation, Science, and
Technology, Uche Nnaji, em-
phasised the potential of the
RMMIS to transform Nigeria’s
economic landscape.

“The RMMIS is a national dig-
ital repository of real-time, accu-
rate, and accessible data on Nige-
rids raw materials. This platform
will empower manufacturers
with reliable data for local sourc-

ing, reducing import reliance
and boosting domestic produc-
tion. It will also attract investors,
potentially bringing in $30bn in
investments over the next decade
through efficient resource man-
agement,” Nnaji stated.

He highlighted how the lack
of comprehensive data on raw
material reserves, quality, and
locations has hindered indus-
trial growth, leading to high im-
port dependence and reduced
investor confidence.

“Manufacturers struggle to
source reliable local inputs,
while investors hesitate due to
limited resource visibility. Re-
searchers and innovators also
face challenges in developing
new products without compre-
hensive data,” the minister not-
ed.

With the RMMIS, he added,
policymakers would have access
to empirical data for targeted
policies, which could increase
semi-processed mineral exports
to $9bn by 2030.

N100m laboratory machine, others missing in Delta hospital

peratives from Delta
State Police Command
have commenced in-

vestigation into the N100 mil-
lion missing laboratory ma-
chine in Delta State Specialist
Hospital.

The State Commissioner for
Health, Dr Joseph Onojaeme,
disclosed this in Asaba while
speaking to newsmen about the
missing laboratory machine

He said, “I know nothing
about it. It happened in 2022,
and 1 came to the office in Au-
gust 2023. Moreover, the po-
lice are already investigating
it. How can they accuse me of

what I don’t know about?”

Workers at the hospital had
raised the alarm over the miss-
ing Laparoscopy machine and
other equipment, berating the
Commissioner for delaying the
investigation process.

An investigation revealed
that a laboratory machine,
among others, was said to have
been missing at the specialist
hospital in Asaba.

Sources in the hospital who
spoke to our correspondent
on the condition of anonymity
alleged that the Commissioner
was using delay tactics to cover

up.

“The Delta Commissioner
for Health, Dr. Joseph Ono-
jaeme, and the Chief Medical
Director, Dr Peace Ighosewe,
should, as a matter of urgency,
return all the hospital equip-
ment, including the Laparos-
copy machine.

“Only the laboratory ma-
chine is valued at approximate-
ly N100 million as of today,
and it has vanished into thin
air for over a year now.

“The Hospital and its hold-
ings aren’t personal property of
Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa nor Gover-
nor Sheriff Oborevwori but for
all Deltans. Transparency and

accountability must prevail.

“As we speak, a lot of abnor-
malities are going on in that hos-
pital. This is a waste of taxpayer
money for their own interests.
Some of the equipment pur-
chased just went into thin air.

“They should provide it;
the Health Commissioner had
been blocking the investiga-
tion; we don’t know why he’s
doing that,” sources said.

It was also gathered that the
House Committee on Health
of the Delta State House of As-
sembly had invited the hospital
management for questioning
over the missing machine.

Edo govt orders closure of AAU satellite campuses

he Edo State govern-
ment has ordered the
immediate closure of all

satellite campuses of Ambrose
Alli University (AAU), Ekpo-
ma.

In a statement issued on

Monday, the Secretary to the
State Government, Umar Musa
Ikhilor, said the decision was
driven by the government’s
commitment to improving
educational standards and its
substantial investments in the

university.

The statement emphasized
that all academic programs and
courses must now be conduct-
ed exclusively at the university’s
main campus in Ekpoma.

The government directed

the university’s Governing
Council and management to
comply with the directive,
stressing that the move aims to
enhance the quality of educa-
tion and ensure proper regula-
tion of academic activities.

FG to resolve drop box suspension for US visa renewals —Rep

he Federal Government
I of Nigeria will press the
appropriate diplomatic
buttons and liaise with the ap-
propriate authorities to resolve
the suspension of the drop box
provision for Nigerians renew-
ing their American visas.

The Chairman of the House
of Representatives Committee
on Foreign Affairs, Oluwole
QOke, made this known on
Channels Televisions Sunrise
Daily programme on Tuesday.

“I am in the US (United
States). I will take this matter
up. After finishing my meeting
in New York here, I will be in

Washington as well.

"We have chargé daffaires
there. T will take this matter
up with him and see how we
can navigate and resolve the
issues,” Oke said.

The drop box system allowed
applicants, especially those with
recent US travel history, to sub-
mit passports without inter-
views, reducing wait times.

However, last weekend, com-
plaints filtered in from visa ap-
plicants that the US has stopped
its visa drop box service in Nige-
ria, necessitating all visitor visa
applicants to attend in-person
interviews for renewals.

The development comes amid
a crackdown by the Donald
Trump presidency on migrants
in the United States.

The lawmaker said the sus-
pension of the service by the US
was not a serious issue as Nigeria
does not offer the same service
to Americans renewing their Ni-
gerian visas.

Oke said he had reached out
to the Nigerian Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Yusuf Tuggar, and
he told him that Nigeria has not
received any communication
correspondence from the Unit-
ed States of America regarding
the drop box service suspension.

The lawmaker said, “I don’t
think there is any serious issue
here. It is the prerogative of
the United States to cancel the
drop box procedure for renew-
ing visas for Nigerians. There is
a principle of reciprocity in the
diplomatic arena.

“As regards visa renewal, that’s
not what we offer Americans in
the United States, that’s not what
our consulates when Americans
or Nigerians born in America
want to renew their visas, we
don't offer them a drop box.
That they offered us a drop box,
I think it was entirely their pre-
rogative,” he said.
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Creativity, innovation crucial for economic devt —Minister

he Minister of State for
TEducation, Prof. Suwai-
ba Ahmad, on Tuesday,
emphasised the importance of
creativity and innovation in
driving Nigeria’s economic de-
velopment.
Speaking at the 2025 Na-
tional Exhibition of Creativity
and Innovation, Ahmad not-

ed that the world is evolving
rapidly, and it is imperative
for Nigeria to foster a culture
of innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, and technical excellence
among its youth.

Ahmad was represented by
the ministry director of colleg-
es of education, Dr. Uche Uba.

“The Federal Ministry of Ed-

ucation recognizes the crucial
role that creativity and inno-
vation play in our nations eco-
nomic development;” She said.

“We are committed to sup-
porting innovation through
various initiatives, including
funding for research, incuba-
tion hubs, and partnerships
with the private sector”

She further commended the
young innovators participating
in the exhibition, saying their
ideas and projects are a testa-
ment to their brilliance and a
beacon of hope for a prosperous
future. She encouraged them to
remain committed to their pur-
suits, seek collaborations, and
leverage available resources to

REGULAR MEETING:

e
O

L-R: Representative of the NSA Chairman, Abdullahi Yahaya; INEC Chairman, Yakubi Mahmood, and representative of Inspector General of Police,
Commissioner of Police on Election's Matters, Abayomi Shogunle, at the first regular meeting of the inter-Agency Consultative committee on

Elections Security (ICCES) for the year 2025 in Abuja on Tuesday.
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bring their ideas to fruition.
Also speaking at the event,
Dr. Yusuf Saheed, Director of
reform coordination in the
ministry who represented the
Permanent Secretary, FME, Dr.
Nasir Gwarzo, said the exhibi-
tion serves as a collective com-
mitment to fostering ingenuity,
technological ~ advancement
and creativity in polytechnics

and other allied institutions.
The exhibition, which took
place at the Public Service Insti-
tute of Nigeria in Abuja, show-
cased groundbreaking ideas,
pioneering  inventions, and
practical solutions to contem-
porary challenges from students
of polytechnics, monotechnics,
and innovation enterprises in-
stitutions across Nigeria.

Tinubu lauds Gov Okpebholo’s leadership in
reviving healthcare in Edo

resident Bola Ahmed
PTinubu has praised the
visionary leadership of
Governor Monday Okpebholo
for revitalizing and promoting
healthcare services in Edo State.

He commended the Gover-
nor’s dedication to ensuring that
the people of Edo State receive
top-quality healthcare.

President Tinubu conveyed
his appreciation through the
Minister of State for Health and
Social Welfare, Dr. Ishaq Salako,
who led a federal government
delegation to the Edo State Gov-
ernment House on Tuesday to
sign a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for the estab-
lishment of a National Obstet-
rics Fistula Centre in Benin City.

The centre will focus on
treating Vesico Vaginal Fistula

(VVF), a serious medical con-
dition affecting many Nigerian
women.

Governor Okpebholo led the
Edo State delegation during the
signing ceremony, marking a
major step forward in strength-
ening the state’s healthcare sys-
tem.

Dr. Salako highlighted that
the National Obstetrics Fistula
Centre was established in Benin
City in May 2023, just before
President Tinubu took office.

However, he noted that under
the previous administration led
by Governor Godwin Obaseki,
the project did not receive the
necessary cooperation from the
State Government, a develop-
ment which stalled its progress.

He explained that from May
2023 until November 2024,

there were struggles to get the
centre operational.

However, since Governor Ok-
pebholo took office, significant
progress has been made in just
three months, including secur-
ing a temporary facility to com-
mence operations.

He also revealed that the Gov-
ernor had allocated 24 hectares
of land for the permanent cen-
tre, demonstrating his commit-
ment to healthcare development
in Edo.

The Minister further empha-
sized that Nigeria has the highest
burden of obstetric fistula in the
world, with approximately 12,000
new cases recorded annually.

He described fistula as not
only a medical problem, but also
a social and psychological issue,
with some affected individuals

resorting to suicide due to the
condition.

According to him, the Federal
Government has launched a free
fistula management program,
which includes medical treat-
ment, social support, and reha-
bilitation. So far, nearly 1,700
patients have benefited from the
initiative, and efforts are under-
way to expand the program.

Governor Okpebholo  ex-
pressed his gratitude to Pres-
ident Tinubu for his commit-
ment to transforming Edo State
and assured that his administra-
tion would continue to support
the healthcare sector.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of the fistula centre, not-
ing that it would not only serve
Edo State, but also benefit other
states in the South-South region.

CBN scraps free ATM withdrawals
for other banks’ customers

r I ~the Central Bank of Nigeria
has eliminated the three
free monthly withdrawals

previously allowed for customers

using other banks’ ATMs.

In a circular dated February 10,
2025, the apex bank directed all
banks and financial institutions to
implement new ATM withdrawal
charges from March 1, 2025.

This means customers will
now pay for every withdrawal
made from another bank’s ATM.

The review affects the charges
prescribed in Section 10.7 of the
CBN Guide to Charges by Banks,
Other Financial and Non-Bank
Financial Institutions (2020)

The circular, signed by John
Onojah, Acting Director of the
Financial Policy and Regulation
Department at the CBN, is ex-
pected to accelerate the deploy-
ment of ATMs across the coun-
try, while ensuring that financial
institutions apply appropriate
charges for the service.

"The three free monthly with-
drawals allowed for Remote-
On-Us (other bank’s customers/
Not-On-Us consumers) in Nige-
ria under Section 10.6.2 of the
Guide shall no longer apply”

Under the new directive, with-
drawals made from a customer’s

bank ATM will remain free.

However, customers using
another bank's ATM will now
be charged N100 per N20,000
withdrawal when using ATMs
located within bank premises.

For withdrawals made at off-
site ATMs, a charge of N100
per N20,000 withdrawal will
apply, along with a surcharge
of up to N500.

The surcharge, which will be
an income of the ATM deployer
or acquirer, must be disclosed at
the point of withdrawal.

The CBN also stated that in-
ternational ATM withdrawals
would be charged at the exact rate
set by the international acquirer.

The apex bank attributed the
review to rising costs and the
need to enhance efficiency in
ATM operations.

The circular read, “In response
to rising costs and the need to
improve efficiency of Automated
Teller Machine (ATM) servic-
es in the banking industry, the
Central Bank of Nigeria has re-
viewed the ATM transaction fees
prescribed in Section 10.7 of the
extant CBN Guide to Charges by
Banks, Other Financial and Non-
Bank Financial Institutions, 2020
(the Guide).

Land dispute: PSC demands probe of senior officers for extortion, abuse

e Chairman of the Police
Tgervice Commission, DIG
Hashimu Argungu (retd.),
has requested the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police, Kayode Egbetokun,
to investigate two senior officers
of the Zone 7 Police Command
over their alleged involvement in
a civil land dispute, extortion and
abuse of office.

Argungu, in a letter to the
IGP, urged the setting up of a
competent committee to probe
the officer in charge of the Legal
Unit and the Deputy Commis-
sioner in charge of Operations of
the Zone.

In a statement on Tuesday
by the PSC’s spokesman, Ike-

chukwu Ani, the PSC chairman
accused the officers of violating
police rules of engagement by
meddling in civil matters and
facilitating the demolition of a
petitioner’s residence.

“He said the letter was
prompted by a complaint/pe-
tition received from one Alhaji
Abubakar Yahaya against the
two officers of the zone who,
against repeated warnings, were
involved in civil matters and su-
pervised/provided cover in the
demolition of the petitioner’s
residential property where he
had lived for over 15 years.

“In the letter to the IGP, the
PSC Chairman said that on the

19th of December 2024, the Po-
lice and enforcement staff from
the High Court of the Federal
Capital Territory, Abuja, went to
the residence of the petitioner,
Abubakar Yahaya, “threw away
his property and chased his
family members out of his resi-
dence,” the statement added.
Ani said the petitioner fur-
ther alleged that the High Court
enforcement unit, led by one
Shamsudeen Ubandoma, extort-
ed :700,000 from him under the
pretence of preventing further
police enforcement actions.
“DIG Argungu disclosed that
the enforcement Unit of the High
Court led by one Shamsudeen

Ubandoma took “the sum of
N700,000.00 from the petitioner
under the guise or pretence of
giving it to the Policemen who
came with him for enforcement
so that they won’t come back for
enforcement again.

“He said on the 16th of Jan-
uary 2025; ‘Some policemen
with enforcement team from the
court, accompanied by one face-
less Alhaji Usman Sarki - the
purported owner of the plot on
the said No 75 Lome Crescent,
Wause Zone 7 Abuja, under dis-
pute in court, brought trucks
and bulldozers which were used
in the demolition of the petition-
er’s residence”

BUA Cement donates N35m medical
supplies to 16 Sokoto communities

s part of its Corporate
Social Responsibilities,
BUA Cement, a lead-

ing cement manufacturer in
Africa, has donated medical
supplies worth N35 million
to 16 host communities in the
Wamakko Local Government
Area of Sokoto State.

During the official handover
ceremony on Tuesday, BUA Ce-
ment’s Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer, Yusuf
Binji, represented by the Director
of Administration and Corporate
Services, Sada Suleiman, stressed
the companys commitment to
ensuring hospitals and clinics in
its host communities have access
to essential medications.

Binji emphasised that this
donation is an annual initiative,
reaffirming BUA Cement’s ded-
ication to the well-being of local
communities. He also highlight-
ed the company’s broader CSR
efforts, which include scholar-
ship programs, the provision of
potable water, and the construc-
tion of mosques to support com-
munity development.

“This initiative is our way of
giving back to the communities
that have continuously support-
ed us,” Binji stated.

Additionally, he announced the
completion of seven solar-pow-
ered boreholes across the state,
which are set for commissioning
soon. Furthermore, BUA Cement
has provided full school uniforms
to pupils in five primary schools
within its host communities.

Binji expressed appreciation
to Governor Ahmed Aliyu for
their support and assured that
BUA Cement would continue
working alongside the state gov-
ernment to improve the lives of
residents. He also emphasised
that the donated medications are
to be distributed free of charge,
particularly benefiting women
and children, and should not be
sold under any circumstances.

Speaking at the event, the
Chairman of Wamakko Local
Government, Alhaji Umaru
Ahmad, represenyted by the Di-
rector of Health Services, Umar
Sani Tureta—commended BUA
Cement for its generosity.

He urged other companies op-
erating in Sokoto State to follow
BUA Cement’s example by invest-
ing in community development.

Ahmad assured the company
that the medical supplies would
be properly distributed to ensure
they reach those in need.
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Why some Ghanaians are fighting in insurgency-hit Burkina Faso

hree Ghanaians have told
Tthe BBC of their involve-

ment in the fighting be-
tween Islamist insurgents and
the military in neighbouring
Burkina Faso, describing scenes
of sometimes indiscriminate vi-
olence and bloody battles.

“We are always with the
dead. In some battles, I've seen
40, 50 or 100 dead people;” one
of the men told the BBC.

The three, all in their late
thirties or early forties, said
they had fought in Burki-

na Faso multiple times since

2018. They crossed the porous
550km-long (340-mile) bor-
der between the two countries,
without being detected by the
security forces.

They denied being primarily
motivated by religion or being
trained by the jihadists, saying
they went to fight to defend civil-
ian communities with whom they
had strong family and ethnic ties.

“My elder brother, his wife
and children were all killed by
the [Burkinabe] army. It pains
me a lot. The military came to
their community in the forest.

They killed all of them, a whole
household, including 29 peo-
ple.” one of the men said.

But another of the men did
articulate religious zeal, saying:
“If you die while fighting with
the jihadists, then you are driv-
ing to jannah (an Islamic word
for paradise), on the path of the
righteous”

Challenged over whether
they had taken part in civilian
attacks, the men were divided.

One denied doing so, but

another conceded that he did.

“Some local people support
the military in attacking us,
that’s why we have to kill them
too,” he said.

“You know... ’'m not happy
to fight like this. The number
of people we kill, the people
the military kill, it’s very bad.
But this fight has entered our
blood,” he added.

All three spoke on condition
of anonymity.

The BBC was unable to

confirm their claims but they
showed us pictures of weapons,
described the location of recent
conflicts and named jihadist
commanders in Burkina Faso.
The BBC was put in touch
with the men through contacts
at cattle markets in northern
Ghana, where jihadist groups are
alleged to be recruiting fighters.
In 2022, a France-based
NGO, Promediation, said its
research showed that the jihad-
ists had recruited between 200

and 300 young Ghanaians.

And the Netherlands Institute
of International Relations think-
tank, in a report released last July,
said the jihadists had “minimal
success” recruiting in Ghana.

However, the men offered
a different perspective, telling
the BBC, in claims that could
not be verified, that people
from “all parts of Ghana” and
from “many” ethnic groups
were joining the insurgency in
Burkina Faso.

Japan ministry worker on
night out loses sensitive files

Japanese finance minis-
try employee on a night
out with colleagues

lost documents containing the
personal data of 187 people
suspected of drug smuggling,
local media say.

The employee, who has not
been named, reportedly drank
nine glasses of beer during a five-
hour-long night out with co-work-
ers in Yokohama on 6 February.

Local media said that he did
not realise he had lost his bag
until after he got off his train ride
home in another city, Sumida.

The finance ministry has said
it was “deeply sorry” for the in-
cident that “significantly under-
mined public trust’, according
to public broadcaster NHK.

The bag had contained docu-
ments which had the names and

addresses of 187 suspected drug
smugglers and recipients of mar-
fjuana seeds, the ministry said.

It had also contained busi-
ness laptops with the employ-
e€’s personal data.

The employee, who is as-
signed to the customs and tariff
bureau, was not named in the
NHK report.

The BBC has reached out to
the finance ministry for com-
ment on Tuesday, a public hol-
iday in Japan.

Alcohol has long been seen
as a social lubricant for thou-
sands of years in Japan, where
business deals and difficult is-
sues are discussed over bottles
of beer and sake.

It is believed that drinking al-
cohol creates a more relaxed en-
vironment for such discussions.

QUAKES:

Thousands of quakes have occurred around the islands in the last two weeks

US justice department tells prosecutors to drop NYC mayor’s corruption case

he US justice depart-

I ment has told federal

prosecutors to drop

their corruption case against

New York City Mayor Eric Ad-
ams.

The order came from the
acting deputy attorney gen-
eral, appointed by President
Donald Trump, who said the
indictment had “restricted”
the mayor’s ability to address
“illegal immigration and vio-
lent crime” in the city.

Adams, a Democrat, has
recently built a closer relation-
ship with Trump, a Republi-
can, and has told law enforce-
ment to co-operate with the
president’s immigration raids.
But he denies speaking to
Trump about his case.

The mayor is accused of
accepting illegal campaign

funds and gifts in exchange
for his influence as mayor. He
has pleaded not guilty to five
charges.

Prosecutors have not yet
commented to indicate wheth-
er they intend to drop the case
as requested. Any decision to
do so will need to be formally
submitted to the court and ap-
proved by a judge.

“You are directed, as author-
ised by the attorney general, to
dismiss the pending charges,”
read the memo from Acting
Deputy Attorney General Emil
Bove.

The memo adds that the
case may be reviewed again
after the November 2025 may-
oral election, but it says no fur-
ther “investigate steps” should
be taken until then.

It also tells prosecutors to

“take all steps within your
power to cause Mayor Adams’
security clearance to be re-
stored”.

Bove, who worked as
Trump’s defence lawyer dur-
ing his criminal trial last year,
wrote that the justice depart-
ment “reached this conclusion
without assessing the strength
of the evidence or the legal
theories on which the case is
based”

He said the move “in no way
calls into question the integrity
and efforts” of the prosecutors
who brought the case.

The memo followed a re-
ported meeting between Ad-
ams’ lawyers and federal pros-
ecutors in New York.

Adams attended the pres-
idential ~ inauguration last
month and also flew to Florida

for a meeting with Trump.

In recent weeks, the 64-year-
old mayor has directed city
law enforcement to co-oper-
ate with federal immigration
authorities on fresh New York
City raids. Critics say this un-
dermines local sanctuary city
laws, which direct city leaders
to not co-operate with author-
ities unless they are aiming to
arrest dangerous criminals.

Before the election, Trump
said he and Adams had been
“persecuted” for speaking
against the immigration pol-
icies of Trumps presidential
predecessor, Joe Biden.

The justice department
memo says “it cannot be ig-
nored that Mayor Adams
criticized the prior adminis-
tration’s immigration policies
before the charges were filed”

Tremors hitting

antorini has been hit by
Sa powerful, shallow 5.3

magnitude  earthquake,
which is the strongest to strike
the Greek island during recent
seismic activity in the area.

The tremors were felt in
Athens on Monday evening
and measured a focal depth of
17km (10.6 miles).

Residents of the neighbour-
ing island Amorgos remain on
high alert after the latest tremor,
which followed a moderate 5.0
magnitude earthquake between
the islands on Sunday evening.

Santorini reach new strength

The tourist hotspot has been
rocked by seismic activity since
January and more than 12,800
quakes have been detected by
the University of Athens’ Seis-
mological Laboratory.

Some residents have been
seen patrolling dangerous are-
as to deter tourists from taking
photos on cliffs.

Landslides have occurred in
many parts of Santorini due to
the frequency and intensity of
the tremors and experts have
not ruled out a major earth-
quake.

Seismologists were optimistic
about the intensity of the quakes
starting to subside, but are now
concerned they are worsening.

A state of emergency will
remain in place on Santorini
until at least 3 March.

Sunday’s quake was preceded
by three smaller ones of more
than 4.0 magnitude, while the
three on Monday morning were
also more than 4.0.

Inspections found no dam-
age to buildings in Santorini or
Amorgos.

No injuries have been re-

ported as a result of the earth-
quakes, which have numbered
in the thousands since 26 Janu-
ary, but more than 11,000 peo-
ple have left the islands.

Schools will remain closed
on Santorini, Amorgos and
several other islands on Mon-
day and Tuesday.

A team of the Special Dis-
aster Response Unit has set off
for Amorgos from Patras with a
special earthquake rescue vehi-
cle, and technical teams are ex-
pected to inspect the electricity
network on the island.

CAR leader launches
meme-coin ‘experiment’

entral African Repub-
lic  President Faus-
tin-Archange Touadéra

has launched a meme-coin in
a bid to raise the profile of the
country, which is one of the
world’s poorest.

Meme-coins are used to
build popularity for a viral in-
ternet trend or movement and
fans are inspired to collect and
give them value, but they are
extremely volatile investments.

Touadéra announced the
launch, known as $CAR, on
his X account over the week-
end and on Monday said it had
been a “success”. But the value
of the coin had a significant
price drop of up to 90%, ac-
cording to specialist websites.

In 2022, CAR became the
world’s second country after El
Salvador to adopt the crypto-
currency Bitcoin as legal tender.

That initiative - launched
under the name Sango - does
not appear to have been as suc-
cessful as planned, and its web-
site no longer works.

It was seen as an easier way
to attract investors to the coun-
try’s mining and other indus-
tries using Bitcoin. The coun-
try has rich mineral deposits,
including gold and diamonds.

Foreign investors could also
obtain citizenship for $60,000
worth of crypto, although the
plan was later ruled unconsti-
tutional by the country’s top

court.

Touadéra described this
week’s launch of the meme-coin
as an ‘experiment” of some-
thing that “can unite people,
support national development,
and put the [country] on the
world stage in a unique way”.

But some expressed fears
that it could have been a scam.

On Monday, Touadéra
thanked those who believed in
his vision.

He shared a video of a high
school which he said had been
deteriorating rapidly, saying
the meme-coin would help
support its “rebuilding and
furnishing” and give “students
a chance for a better future”

Despite its potential, CAR
remains one of the poorest
countries - a situation compli-
cated by a civil war which has
devastated much of the country.

Meme-coins have often been
criticised for their speculative
nature, where users create or
buy them in the hope that their
value will rise and make mon-
ey quickly - but many end up
losing money on them.

Just before his inauguration
last month, US President Don-
ald Trump launched his own
meme-coin whose value quick-
ly soared, and which reported-
ly raised billions of dollars for
him. The New York Times has
reported that it is now worth a
quarter of its highest value.
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FIFA snubs Yekini and George Weah, as Nigeria,
Ghana legends make Africa’s greatest forward list

IFA has named nine Af-
Frican football legends in
its quest to determine the
continent’s greatest forward of all
time, Soccernet.football reports.

Africa has produced some of
the world’s most gifted attack-
ers — players who tormented
defenders and goalkeepers alike.

On Tuesday, FIFA took to
its official social media chan-
nels to pose a question: Who
deserves the ultimate status as
Africas finest striker?

Among the nine nominees
was former Super Eagles and Ar-
senal forward Nwankwo Kanu.

One of Nigerias most decorated

players, Kanu won the Champions
League with Ajax, the UEFA Cup
with Inter Milan, and two Premier
League titles with Arsenal.

On the international stage, he
led Nigeria’s U-17 team to World
Cup glory and captained the
Dream Team to Africas first-ever
Olympic football gold in 1996.

However, despite his illustrious
career, the former Portsmouth
star never won the Africa Cup of
Nations and did not score in three
separate World Cup appearances.

Notably absent from FIFAs
shortlist was Nigeria’s all-time
top scorer, Rashidi Yekini, but
Cote d’Ivoire’s record goal king

Didier Drogba made the cut.

The two-time African Footballer
of the Year enjoyed a glittering ca-
reer with Chelsea and Galatasaray,
winning multiple league titles and
scoring two World Cup goals.

Joining Drogba on the list
is Cameroon’s iconic striker
Roger Milla, Ghana’s all-time
top scorer Asamoah Gyan, and
Egypt and Liverpool star Mo-
hamed Salah.

The shortlist also features
Zambian legend Kalusha Bwalya,
Senegalese star Sadio Mané, To-
gos record scorer Emmanuel
Adebayor, and South Africa’s
golden boy Benni McCarthy.

Premium Trust Bank unveiled as lead sponsor
of Ogun 2024 National Sports festival

he Gateway Games
2024 National Sports

Festival has secured a

major boost with the unveiling
of Premium Trust Bank as its
lead sponsor. This partnership

represents the largest single
sponsorship agreement in the
history of the National Sports

- L —

Niger Delta Sports Festival: Bayelsa Sports

Ministry Inaugurates Liaison Committee

he Bayelsa State Liaison

I committee for the Niger

Delta Sports Festival has

been inaugurated in Yenagoa

the State capital ahead of the

maiden edition of the Niger

Delta Sports Festival slated for

1st -9th of April, 2025 in Uyo,
Akwa Ibom State.

The inauguration which took
place at the Ministry of Sports
Development had all members
of the committee including the
a representative of the Project
Consultants, Dumanis Icon
Limited, in attendance.

Inaugurating the commit-
tee, Commissioner for Sports
Development Dr. Daniel Igali
represented by the Permanent
Secretary Ministry of Sports
Development,Mrs. Grace Ala-
goa, urged the committee to dis-
charge their duties with utmost
responsibility, stating that their
nomination was as a result of
their contribution to the devel-
opment of sports over the years.

She noted that with the expe-
rience of those in the committee,
she is confident that the person-

alities nominated to pilot the af-
fairs of the committee would give
the state good representation
when the event commences.

According to Dumanis icon,
the need to organize the com-
petition became imperative due
to the regions dominance at the
national level, pointing out that
the caliber of persons steering
the affairs of the NDDC signi-
fies the commission value for
sports development apart from
building bridges and construct-
ing roads in the region.

Festival.

At a grand unveiling cer-
emony in Abeokuta, digni-
taries from Ogun State Gov-
ernment, the National Sports
Festival Organizing Commit-
tee, and Premium Trust Bank
gathered to formalize the
agreement.

The partnership under-
scores the importance of pub-
lic-private collaboration in
advancing sports development
in Nigeria, aligning with Pres-
ident Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s
vision for a sustainable sports
economy.

Premium Trust Bank’s
involvement is expected to
elevate the Ogun 2024 Na-
tional Sports Festival, setting
a new benchmark for corpo-
rate involvement in Nigerian
sports.

The bank has a track record
of supporting sports develop-
ment in Nigeria, having part-
nered with the Athletic Feder-
ation of Nigeria, sponsored the
2022 National Sports Festival
in Delta State, and support-
ed Nigerian athletes, includ-
ing world record holder Tobi
Amusan.

The Gateway Games 2024
National Sports Festival is
expected to feature around
12,000 to 15,000 athletes com-
peting in various sports. With
Premium Trust Banks sup-
port, the festival is poised to
be one of the most successful
editions in recent history

Ronaldo reaches deal with Saudi
club Al Nassr to extend contract

ortuguese football star
PCristiano Ronaldo has

reached an agreement
with Al Nassr to extend his
contract by another year until
June 2026, an official with the
Saudi club has told AFP.

The official said the sides
have agreed on the renewable
extension of Ronaldos contract,
“but it has not been signed yet.
An announcement will be made
over the coming days”.

Ronaldo turned 40 last week
with his current contract due
to end in June 2025.

The former Manchester
United, Real Madrid and Ju-
ventus star joined Al Nassr in
January 2023 and has since
scored 82 goals in 90 matches.

In August, Ronaldo said
he would stay with Al Nassr
through the end of his profes-
sional career, which may be
“soon or in two or three years”

But itll most likely happen
with Al Nassr, in the team that
makes me happy... and where I

feel good”

The Portuguese great ap-
peared to trade an end-of-ca-
reer payday for football obscu-
rity when he moved to Riyadh’s
Al Nassr two years ago in a deal
said to be worth $250 million.

But his influence became clear
when he was followed by a pa-
rade of ageing superstars to the
big-spending Saudi Pro League.

Saudi Arabia was then award-
ed the 2034 World Cup in De-
cember, the crowning glory for
the oil-rich kingdoms strategy
of revamping its image through
sports, tourism and culture.

When Ronaldo launched his
YouTube channel in August, he
gained one million subscribers
in just 90 minutes and 20 mil-
lion within 24 hours. He cur-
rently has 73.5 million.

Although World Cup glory
has probably eluded him, unlike
his Argentine rival Lionel Messi,
records still dangle in front of
the five-time Ballon dOr and
Champions League winner.

LOC Chairman pledges commitment to excellence at Africa Armwrestling Championship Inauguration

r I ~the Local Organizing Com-

mittee (LOC) Chairman,

Hon. Adeboye Adeyinka

(Sir Zulu), has assured that Nige-

ria is ready to host a world-class

14th Africa Armwrestling Cham-
pionship, tagged Abuja 2025

Speaking during the official

inauguration of the LOC at the

Moshood Abiola National Sta-
dium, Abuja, he reaffirmed the
committee’s dedication to deliv-
ering an exceptional tournament
that will leave a lasting legacy.
Addressing committee mem-
bers, dignitaries, and sports
stakeholders, Hon. Adeyinka em-
phasized the vision of President

Ahmed Bola Tinubu (GCFR) to
transform and revitalize Nigerian
sports, particularly by strengthen-
ing grassroots development.

He stated that the commit-
tee’s mission extends beyond
just organizing the event but
also aligns with the broader
goal of fostering a sustainable

sports ecosystem in Nigeria.
“Today marks the beginning
of a journey that we will under-
take together as a unified team.
Our work will be marked by col-
laboration, creativity, and, most
importantly, a deep sense of ser-
vice to our nation,” he declared.
The LOC Chairman outlined

the critical areas of focus, includ-
ing logistics coordination, budg-
eting, volunteer management,
security, hospitality, and overall
event execution. He urged com-
mittee members to bring their
expertise and passion to ensure
Abuja 2025 meets and exceeds
international standards.
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Nigeria table tennis sensation set for ITTF World Cup qualifier in Tunisia

igerias table tennis
sensation,  Matthew
Kuti, has once again

demonstrated why he is one of
the continent’s rising stars. The
teenager has been included in
the star-studded line-up for the
2025 African Cup, set to take
place in Tunis, Tunisia, from
February 25 to 27.

Kuti, who has won four of
the five major tournaments

in Nigeria and has been the
most consistent player in the
country, was listed by the Ni-
geria Table Tennis Federation
(NTTF) due to his growing
profile in the sport.

The Lagos State-born ath-
lete recently added the Molade
Okoya-Thomas Cup Men’s Sin-
gles title to his collection and
will now compete against some
of Africa’s finest stars in the Tu-

nisian capital, aiming to secure
a spot for the 2025 ITTF World
Cup in Macao, China, in April.

Kutis rising profile was
evident when he bulldozed
his way into the final of the
Molade Okoya-Thomas Cup,
outperforming top stars and
former champions. Having
competed at the junior level of
Africa’s longest-running table
tennis tournament in the past,

the teenager dazzled fans and
dignitaries last weekend with
his exceptional display, earning
the title at the 56th edition of
the competition.

Since making his senior de-
but at the 2023 African Games
in Accra, Ghana, Kuti has re-
mained an integral member
of the Nigerian men’s national
team. He featured in the 2024
and 2025 African Champion-

ships in Tunis and Addis Aba-
ba, where he earned a silver
medal with the team.

The unassuming and fans’
favourite Kuti will head to Tu-
nis to compete against both
established and youthful play-
ers in Africa, vying for one of
the four slots available in the
Menss Singles. He will team up
with the Nigerian contingent,
coached by N legendary Segun

Toriola and Dotun Omoniyi.

The tournament in Tunis
will provide African players
the opportunity to be part of
the ITTF World Cup, along-
side regulars like Quadri Aru-
na, Omar Assar, and Dina
Meshref. Semifinalists in the
Men’s and Women’s Singles will
secure their spots for the event
in Macao, China, in April this
year.

Unlocking the potential of Young Talents through
Grassroots Sports, our agenda says Enabulele

KEHINDE OSAGIEDE

he Edo State Sports

I Commission under the
leadership of the Exec-

utive Chairman Hon Amadin
Enabulele is on a mission with a
clear vision to identify and nur-
ture young talents in Edo State.

The Executive Director, Hon.
Baldwin Bazuaye MON, repre-
senting Edo South Senatorial
District stated this when he met
with 10 selected sports associ-
ation coaches as part of efforts
to promote grassroots sports
development in the State.

Bazyaye emphasized the im-
portance of grassroots sports
in every sports development
project as a way to setting ca-
reer paths for budding talents.

The Commissions Chairman,
Hon. Amadin Desmond Enab-
ulele, who later joined the meet-
ing, highlighted the governor’s
interest in school sports which
he recognizes as the spring-
board to launching the State into
a generation of talented sports
men and women whose career
paths in sports would ultimately
be beneficial to the State.

He commended Hon. Ba-
zuaye for kicking off a tour
across the seven Local Gov-
ernment Areas in Edo South
Senatorial District on a sports
development campaign to pro-
mote community participa-
tion and enthusiasm.

The zonal Coordinator, Mrs.
Doris Omoragbon, explained
that scouting young talents and
follow-up programs are crucial
for sustaining grassroots sports
development. She noted that
Local Government councils
across the state have shown ap-
preciable interest in grassroots
sports promotion and are ready
to collaborate with the Edo State
Sports Commission to harness
available talents at that level.

To achieve this, the commis-
sion has concluded plans to host

the first Edo South “Train the
Trainers” programme, involving
10 sports associations, includ-
ing:Athletics, Ayo, Chess,Cricket
and Dat. Others are Football ka-
rate,Kung fu,Rugby and Scrabble.
The programme aims to
scout raw talents in the course of
representing their various Local
Governments. By empowering
coaches and athletes, the Edo
State Sports Commission hopes
to unlock the full potential of
young talents in the region.

NWFL MD5: Edo Queens host
Nasarawa Amazons in a titanic battle

do Queens Football Club
Eof Benin are prepared to
host Nasarawa Amazon
on Wednesday as they set the

eyes victory in the match day 05
of the Nigeria Women Football

League NWFL premiership.
The match will be played at the
Samuel Ogbemudia Stadium Be-
nin, kickoft time is 6pm local time.
Currently, the defending
champions find themselves

in the 3rd position in NWFL
Group A league table and will
be going into tomorrow’s clash
with high hope of victory.

The game will be the battle of
their lives, hence they are ready
to come out spectacular against
their opponents from Lafia City.

Both teams are actually not
new to each other. They have met
each other on several occasions.
But tomorrow’s game will be dif-
ferent as Edo Queens yearn for
the three maximum points

The players and coaches
have expressed confidence in
the team’s collective determina-
tion to bring their profession-
al expertise into play so as to
pocket the three points at stake.

ValuedJet becomes official

Aviation for Access Bank
Lagos City Marathon

rganisers of the Access
Bank Lagos City Mar-
athon, Nilayo Sports

Management Company Limit-
ed, have announced ValueJet as
its official Airline partner for the
10th Anniversary of the Race.

ValueJet which is one of Nige-
rigs fastest-growing indigenous
Airlines has joined a long list of
partners who are making sure the
Lagos City Marathon maintains its
status as Africas biggest road race.

As organisers of the race expect
to welcome over 4000 internation-
al Athletes and 400 Elite Athletes
from all over the World, Valuejet is
expected to bring its cutting-edge
aviation experience to bear.

Chief Executive Officer of
Nilayo ~Sports Management
Company Limited, Mrs Yetunde
Olopade,

said the partner-

ship with Valuejet is a massive
achievement for the race and
it only shows how increasingly
confident Corporate Nigeria is
in the Lagos City marathon.
“We all know that Valuejet has
been one of the biggest support-
ers of Nigerian Sports for some
years now with all they have been
doing with football and other
sports so we are very excited to
have them on board because we
share a similar vision of elevating
the standard of Nigerian Sports”.
“We are extremely proud and
elated at Nilayo with this latest
announcement of Valuejet as our
Aviation partner. You know the
Access Bank Lagos city mara-
thon has now become not only a
household name in the calendar of
Sports in Nigeria but on the conti-
nent and the World as a whole.

Cote d’lvoire 2025: Flying Eagles return to camp for Egypt friendlies

ead Coach Aliyu Zu-
bairu has called to
camp 30 players as Ni-

geria’s U20 boys, Flying Eagles,
prepare for a two-match tour
of Egypt later this month.
Team Administrator, Aliyu
Lawal Ibrahim informed thenff.
com that the seven-time African
champions will clash with their
Egyptian counterparts in Cai-
ro, capital of Egypt in friendly
matches that have been sched-

uled for 25th and 27th February.

This year’s Africa U20 Cup of
Nations will be staged in Cote
d'Ivoire, 26th April - 18th May,
with the four top-placed fin-
ishers qualifying to represent
the continent at the FIFA U20
World Cup finals in Chile, 27th
September - 19th October.

The Flying Eagles, champions
of Africa in 1983, 1985, 1987,
1989, 2005, 2011 and 2015, won
the WAFU-B U20 Champion-

ship held in Lome, Togo in Oc-
tober last year to be eligible for
the finals in Cote d'Ivoire. They
defeated Ghana’s Black Satellites
3-1 in the final match.

The two-time FIFA World Cup
runners-up, in 1989 and 2005,
came within breathing distance
of the semi-finals at the FIFA U20
World Cup finals in Argentina,
before losing narrowly to Korea
Republic after extra time.

Flying Eagles For Camping In

Abuja For Egypt Friendlies:
Goalkeepers: Ifeanyi Harcourt
(Sporting Lagos); Light Emer-
enonye (Diamond Academy);
Abubakar Rufai (Mavlon FC)
Defenders: Adamu Maigari
(El-Kanemi Warriors); Daniel
Bameyi (Bayelsa United); Ken-
neth Igbokwe (Enugu Rang-
ers); Haruna Aliyu (Wikki
Tourists); Musa Ademu (Wire-
less FC); Shamsudeen Muham-
mad (Mavlon FC); Ibrahim

Abdullahi; Shamsudeen Ishaq
(Grassrunner FC); Steven Jolo-
mi (Mavlon FC)

Midfielders: Raphael Oyebanji
(Shuffle Select FC); Moham-
med Ibrahim (Niger Torna-
does); Kizito Opara (Campus
Academy); Alabi Sulaiman
Jojo (El-Kanemi Warriors);
Sulaiman Abubakar (Diamond
Academy); Shafiu Adamu
(Wikki Tourists); Cletus Simon
(Mavlon FC).

Boxmg Derek Chlsora stuns Otto Wallin by unanimous decision in IBF heavyweight title eliminator

erek Chisora recorded
an outstanding victory
over Otto Wallin on

Saturday in their IBF world
heavyweight title elimina-
tor;Daniel Dubois defends the
IBF heavyweight world title
against Joseph Parker on Feb-
ruary 22 Riyadh Season event.

Derek Chisora stunned Otto
Wallin with two knockdowns on
his way to a unanimous decision
victory in his last fight in the UK.

Chisora is set to retire after his
next fight, the 50th of his career,
and delivered a remarkable per-
formance despite having a cut
eye for half of the fight, with the
three judges scoring the bout
117-109,114-112 and 116-110 to
the British fighter.

The 41 year old is now poten-
tially in line for an eventual world
title shot after his fight with Wallin
was upgraded earlier this month
to an eliminator for the IBF heav-

yweight title, which is held by
Daniel Dubois, who takes on Jo-
seph Parker on February 22 live
on Sky Sport Box Office.

After the fight, Chisora’s camp
brought photos into the ring of
heavyweight champions Dubois
and Oleksandr Usyk, plus An-
thony Joshua. He asked the
crowd to choose who is next to
be fought with the Manchester
spectators appearing to increase
their cheers when Usyk and Josh-

uas photos were held up. Chisora
has previously said he wants to
fight Dillian Whyte or Francis
Ngannou in his 50th fight before
retirement, with the bout to take
place outside the UK.

“Whatever he wants, we will
make it happen,” said his pro-
moter Frank Warren. He has
now won an eliminator for
the IBF title and that’s Daniel
Dubois, so he has that in the
bank.” Warren said.
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Crusoe Osagie: The Kleptomaniac
Propagandist of a Failed Governor

FreD ITUA

( :rusoe Osagie, the mouth-
piece of Godwin Obaseki, has
once again exposed himself as

nothing more than a desperate liar

scrambling to whitewash eight years
of abject failure. His latest outburst
against Governor Okpebholo is not

just laughable—it is the last kick of a

drowning man trying to defend a po-

litical disaster.

Let’s be clear: Obaseki’s reign was a
catastrophic betrayal of the people of
Edo State. And Osagie, his attack dog,
is nothing but a paid town crier ped-
dling falsehoods in broad daylight.

Who is Crusoe Osagie, and why
should anyone take him seriously?
The former head of government me-
dia, who was often evasive, too busy
to engage with journalists except
when money is involved, and rarely
available to highlight the adminis-
tration’s ‘achievements, has suddenly
found his voice. Now, he appears to
be an attention seeker—a political op-
portunist in search of relevance.

This is the same man who, in 2016,
swore on his ancestors’ grave that
Senator Adams Oshiomhole’s vision
must be sustained through Obaseki.
The same Osagie who, in 2020, turned
around and called Oshiomhole all
sort of unprintable names. Today, he
is singing another tune because he has
lost relevance.

Let’s break down the nonsense
Osagie is laboring hard to sell.

1. Why is Obaseki Afraid of an Au-
dit?

If Obaseki has nothing to hide, why
is he so terrified of assets verification?
Why is Osagie screaming like a guilty
child caught stealing meat from the
pot? Governor Okpebholo is simply
asking for a review of how Edo’s as-
sets were handled. But instead of pro-
viding facts, Osagie is jumping like a
rattled rat.

We all know why.

The so-called “private-sector in-
vestments” were nothing but a front
for Obaseki and his cronies to grab
State assets. Lands meant for the pub-
lic were cornered by friends of gov-
ernment under the guise of develop-
ment projects.

The Benin Central Hospital was
not just shut down—it was looted and
converted for Obaseki’s selfish ambi-
tions. What exactly is Obaseki hiding?
Crusoe Osagie, go and tell your boss
that no amount of wailing will stop
the truth from coming out.

2. Osagie, You Want to Talk About
Governance? Let’s Talk!
Osagie claimed that Okpebholo has

failed in 90 days. Did he forget that his
boss, Obaseki, spent his first tenure
blaming Oshiomhole for everything
under the sun? It took Obaseki two
years to build a single road, yet Osagie
wants us to judge Okpebholo in three
months?

Obaseki spent eight years running
Edo like a private empire, disrespect-
ing elders, sidelining lawmakers, and
fighting everyone.

Under Obaseki, public servants
were treated like slaves—civil serv-
ants went years without promotions,
and pensioners were left to die in frus-
tration. Yet Osagie wants us to clap for
failure. Never!

3. Benin Central Hospital: A Monu-
ment to Obaseki’s Wickedness

Osagie had the audacity to justify
the destruction of the Benin Cen-
tral Hospital. According to him, a
renowned, historic hospital was shut
down so that Obaseki could build a
museum. A museum!

So, in Obaseki’s mind, tourists are
more important than sick Edo citi-
zens? Instead of fixing the health sec-
tor, he turned hospitals into political
projects for his godless agenda.

Stella Obasanjo Hospital was
underfunded, yet Osagie wants us
to believe that Edo’s healthcare im-
proved? This is pure wickedness.
And only a soulless propagandist
like Crusoe Osagie would dare to
justify it.

4. Edo’s Debt Crisis: The Lies and the
Facts

Crusoe assumed Edo people have
forgotten? Let’s talk about the debt
mess that his boss left behind.

Edos debt skyrocketed under
Obaseki because he accessed reckless
loans under the guise of investments.
The State’s revenue remained stag-
nant, meaning Obaseki was borrow-
ing money with no plan to pay it back.

Osagie wants us to believe that
currency fluctuations are to blame?
Then why are other States managing
their finances better? Obaseki left Edo
drowning in debt, and you think we
will let that slide?

5. Radisson Hotel Scam—A Nation-
al Disgrace

We have not forgotten about the
Radisson Hotel scandal. Obaseki du-
biously accessed State funds, built a
hotel, and then handed it to “private
investors” Who are these investors?
What process was used in selecting
these briefcase investors? Why was
Obaseki in a dubious hurry in the
twilight of his satanic administration
to conclude the hostile sell-off?

This was another well-orchestrated
heist. But Edo people are watching.

6. The Betrayal of Edo Youths

Since Osagie loves to talk about
governance, let’s talk about how his
boss betrayed Edo youths.

He promised jobs, but delivered

mass unemployment—the so-called
EdoJobs program was a joke. He
destroyed transport unions, leaving
thousands of young people stranded
without work. He turned Edo into
a land of suffering while his own
family and friends enjoyed State re-
sources.

What legacy are you defending,
Osagie? The legacy of hunger, hard-
ship, and hopelessness?

Crusoe Osagie is nothing but an
irresponsible, shameless and a politi-
cal jobber trying to remain relevant.
Known among journalists in Edo
State as a petty tyrant who turned the
Government House Press Unit into
his personal estate, and used govern-
ment powers to suppress and oppress
them, his rant against Okpebholo is
not about Edo—it is about his desper-
ation to keep eating from Obaseki’s
stolen wealth.

But Edo people have moved on.
The era of lies is over. The era of prop-
aganda is over. The era of deception
is over and never again will Edo State
experience an Obaseki nor Edo Jour-
nalists come in contact with an Osagie
Crusoe - the sadist, kleptomaniac at-
tack dog of a failed governor

*Crusoe can cry from now till
2027, but Obaseki’s legacy remains
what it is: a complete disaster.*

o Fred Itua is the Chief Press Secretary
to Edo State Governor.

)

Obaseki’s reign
was a catastrophic
betrayal of the
people of Edo
State. And Osagie,
his attack dog, is
nothing but a paid
town crier peddling
falsehoods in broad
daylight
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