FG begins overhaul of electricity DisCos

e Federal Government
has announced the launch
of a pilot reform pro-

gramme targeting two underper-
forming electricity distribution
companies (DisCos) as part of
sweeping efforts to revitalise Ni-
gerias troubled power sector.

The announcement was made
by the Minister of Power, Chief
Adebayo Adelabu, following a

strategic meeting with the Japa-
nese International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), which presented
a detailed roadmap for the re-
structuring under a document
titled Revamping of the Distri-
bution Sector in Nigeria.
Speaking to journalists after
the meeting, Adelabu declared
that the government would no
longer tolerate the inefficiencies

and chronic underperformance
of the DisCos, many of which
are grappling with obsolete in-
frastructure, poor governance,
and inadequate customer ser-
vice delivery.

“We can no longer fold our
hands and watch the inadequa-
cies of DisCos, whose perfor-
mances fall short of expecta-
tions. This pilot is not optional,”

Adelabu said.

"We will use our regulatory
authority to restructure non-per-
forming DisCos and compel
compliance where necessary.’

The pilot scheme, which is
expected to commence between
May and August 2025, will target
one DisCo in the North and an-
other in the South, with the goal
of testing a new operational and

regulatory framework that could
be scaled nationwide.

The move comes after repeat-
ed warnings from the minister
over the DisCos’ failure to invest
in expanding and maintaining
their network, an issue he says
continues to frustrate the gov-
ernment’s plans to transition
customers to higher, cost-reflec-
tive tariff bands.

The Ministry of Power says
the pilot phase will also serve as
a testbed for new accountability

measures, performance bench-
marks, and service delivery
improvements, all designed to
address longstanding inefficien-
cies in the distribution arm of
Nigeria’s electricity value chain.

The federal government’s re-
solve marks a significant turning
point in its decades-long struggle
to fix the power sector, and sig-
nals a willingness to adopt both
regulatory pressure and interna-
tional technical partnerships to
drive long-awaited change.
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he Chairman of the Inde-
Tpendent National Elector-

al Commission (INEC),
Professor Mahmood Yakubu,
has firmly dismissed growing
speculation over his alleged re-
moval from office, stating un-
equivocally on Monday that
he remains the duly appointed
Chief Electoral Commissioner
of the Federation.

Speaking to journalists at the
Presidential Villa in Abuja dur-
ing the swearing-in of two new
INEC National Commissioners
by President Bola Tinubu, Yaku-
bu reiterated that not only is he

still at the helm of the electoral
commission, but work is also
underway to reform the nation’s
electoral laws before the 2027
general elections.

“Under the Constitution,
I remain the Chief Electoral
Commissioner of the Federation
and, under the Electoral Act, the
Returning Officer for the presi-
dential election,” Yakubu said,
calling ongoing rumours of his
exit “unnecessary speculation’”.

He revealed that INEC had
concluded a review of the 2023
general elections, ~generating
a total of 142 reform propos-

als—eight of which will require
amendments to either the Elec-
toral Act or the Constitution.
“We have already had engage-
ments with the National Assem-
bly’s electoral reform commit-
tees in Lagos,” he said, adding
that a public hearing would soon
follow, after which a new elec-
toral amendment bill would be
prepared for presidential assent.

The Chairman expressed confi-
dence in the progress being made,
noting that the National Assembly
had shown a commendable level
of urgency and commitment to
the reform process.

“In the end, the goal is to
have some of the necessary
amendments  passed  well
ahead of the 2027 general elec-
tions,” he affirmed.

Yakubu also addressed the
newly completed appointments
to the commission, stating that
INEC now has almost the full
complement of its 13-member
structure, following the swear-
ing-in of Mallam Tukur Abdul-
razaq Yusuf (Northwest) and
Professor Sunday Nwambam
Aja (Southeast).

He also acknowledged the

Ahead 2027 polls' INEC mulls
electo ral rEfO rms ® Says he's still in charge

recent passing of one of INEC’s
commissioners, Major General
Modibbo Alkali (retd), whose
position remains to be filled.
President Tinubu also used the
opportunity to swear in two com-
missioners for the Code of Con-
duct Bureau: ITkpeme Kenneth
Ndem from Cross River State
and retired Justice Buba Ibrahim
Nyaure from Taraba State.

JAMB launches emergency
review of 2025 UTME

he Joint Admissions and
I Matriculation ~ Board
(JAMB) has ordered
an urgent and comprehensive
review of the 2025 Unified
Tertiary Matriculation Exam-
ination (UTME), following
an unprecedented wave of
complaints from candidates,
parents, and education stake-
holders over alleged technical
failures, incomplete questions,
and widespread low scores.
The directive, issued over
the weekend, marks an ex-
traordinary deviation from the
Board’s tradition of conducting
such reviews months after the
examination cycle.
In a statement signed by Fa-
bian Benjamin, JAMB’s Public
Communication Advisor, the

Board admitted that it had re-
ceived an “unusual volume of
complaints” since the release
of this year’s UTME results last
Friday, prompting an acceler-
ated review process.

According to Benjamin,
the Board is particularly con-
cerned about the concentra-
tion of complaints emerging
from certain states, with candi-
dates alleging system crashes,
unanswered questions due to
software issues, and discrep-
ancies between what was at-
tempted and what was marked.

“We are currently scruti-
nising these complaints in de-
tail to identify and rectify any
potential technical issues,” the

CONTINUES ON PG 2

PRESS BRIEFING:

Chairman, Senate Committee on Finance and other Financial Institutions, Senator Mohammed Sani Musa, flanked by (left) Senate
Spokesman, Senator Yemi Adaramodu, and (right) Senator Babangida Hussein, during a briefing on the successful passage of Tax
Reform Bill at the National Assembly complex, Abuja.
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Tragedy in Benin: Girl dies mysteriously
in alleged 'Yahoo boyfriend’s home

at began as a routine
Saturday in Benin
City ended in horror

and heartbreak, as a 23-year-old
girl, Blessing Oshiomeshian, was
found dead in her boyfriend’s
home under disturbing and
mysterious circumstances.

Her death has now sparked
outrage, speculation, and a po-
lice investigation that is unravel-

ling a web of secrets, blood, and
an eerie spiritual message.

In the early hours of Sunday,
11 May 2025, Blessing's lifeless
body was discovered drenched in
blood in a remote house in Utesi
community, off the Sapele Road
bypass, the residence of her boy-
friend, 24-year-old Smart Davis,
who is said to be in police custo-
dy alongside his brother.

Blessing, the first daughter of
her family and a humble snack
vendor, was said to live with her
uncle, Mr Ojo Omoregbe, at No.
35 Idumwonyi Street, Idogbo,
in Tkpoba-Okha Local Govern-
ment Area. Her father hails from
Opoji, in Esan Central LGA.

On Saturday morning, she
had finished her chores and
washed her uncles clothes be-

fore heading out to visit Davis,
according to her uncle, Ojo
Omoregbe. She never returned.

By 1:00 a.m. the next day,
Omoregbe’s phone rang with
dread. It was Gloria John, Bless-
ing’s close friend and neigh-
bour, who had just received a
call from Davis. His message
was vague and alarming: Bless-
ing was sick and vomiting.

COMMENDATION SERVICE:

¢l

T

L-R: The 2023 presidential candidate of the Labour Party (LP), Mr Peter Obi; Bayensa State Governor, Douye Diri, and former President Goodluck
Jonathan, during the commendation service of elder statesman, Chief (Dr.) Edwin Clark, at the National Christian Centre, Abuja, yesterday.

Sensing  something  was
wrong, Omoregbe called his
niece repeatedly. When Davis
finally picked up on the third
attempt, he echoed the same
claim, Blessing was unwell.

Omoregbe demanded a video
call. What he saw on the screen
chilled his bones, Blessing, his
niece, lying unconscious, soaked
in her own blood.

He rushed to gather help.
With a friend and a car, he made
his way to the desolate residence
of Davis. There, under the cover
of night, they found the young
woman lifeless.

Alongside Davis and his broth-
er, they raced her to a private hos-
pital where a Doctors confirmed
she was brought in dead.

Her body was deposited at a
mortuary, and the police were
swiftly informed. Detectives soon
descended on the crime scene, ar-
resting Davis and his brother, and
transferring the case to the hom-
icide department at the Edo State

Police Command headquarters.

Before the police could ar-
rive, some persons, whom Davis
claimed were neighbours were
seen frantically evacuating prop-
erty. They were said to have fled
when officers showed up.

Gloria John insisted that
Blessing was perfectly healthy
when she left for Davis’s house
a day earlier.

Both she and Omoregbe cast
doubt on Daviss image. While
Omoregbe portrayed him to have
claimed to be an interior designer
living in his father’s house, though
a 'Yahoo boy, Gloria said he was
known in the area as a “street boy."

Nigerian nurses urge FG to prioritise health workforce funding

he National Association

I of Nigerian Nurses and

Midwives has called on

the Federal Government to

prioritise health workforce fi-
nancing.

It also called for the engage-
ment of over 115,000 graduate
nurses eager to contribute their
skills and expertise to the na-
tion’s healthcare system.

The President of the associ-
ation, Haruna Mamman, made
the remark at an event to com-
memorate the International
Day of the Midwife and the
commencement of the 2025
International Nurses Week.

Mamman said this year’s
event, with the theme, ‘Our nurs-

es, our future: caring for nurses,
strengthening economies;, un-
derscored the importance of a
healthy nursing workforce.

He, therefore, called for im-
mediate funding and workable
solutions to safeguard nurses
and midwives from emotional,
mental, and physical difficulties.

He, however, noted that
nurses must confront issues
of negligence and attitude in
patient care, that has so far
tarnished the image of the pro-
fession.

He, further, expressed his
commitment to driving initia-
tives that would promote pro-
fessionalism, continuing ed-
ucation and ethical standards

within the nursing profession.

The NANNM’s call for bet-
ter protection for nurses rech-
oes the general concern over
the spate of insecurity in the
country, especially as it affects
medical workers.

In January, the Katsina State
council of the association de-
clared the withdrawal of nurs-
es and midwives working in
the hospitals located along
the frontline and vulnerable
areas in the state over the ab-
duction of one of the associa-
tion’s members, Nurse Yusuf
Mai-Ruwa, by gunmen.

Mairuwa was said to have
been abducted while on duty at
the General Hospital, Kankara,

on January 15, 2025.

The Chairman of the associ-
ation, Nura Mu’azu, who spoke
during a press briefing held at
the State Council Secretariat
with the title, ‘Health Worker
You Are On Your Own, said
Mai-Ruwa was kidnapped
while on duty.

He added, “He (Mai-Ruwa)
falls victim while in the line
of duty, and this has aggra-
vated the fear in every health
worker serving in the frontline
and vulnerable areas, as it has
proven beyond any reasonable
doubt that no healthcare work-
er is safe despite our immeas-
urable sacrifices to society and
humanity.

JAMB launches emergency review of...
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statement read.

To ensure a credible and
independent audit, JAMB an-
nounced the involvement of
external professionals and in-
stitutions in the review process.

These include members of the
Computer Professionals Associ-
ation of Nigeria, Chief External
Examiners drawn from the lead-
ership of tertiary institutions, the
Educational Assessment and Re-
search Network in Africa, meas-
urement experts, and university
vice-chancellors.

“If it is determined that there
were indeed glitches, we will
implement appropriate remedi-
al measures promptly, as we do
in the case of the examinations

themselves,” Benjamin assured.

The development follows
growing agitation across the
country over the performance
statistics released by JAMB,
which revealed that over 1.5
million of the 1.9 million can-
didates scored below 200 out of
a possible 400, a performance
level that has triggered wide-
spread disbelief and uproar.

The hashtag #ThisIsNot-
MyResult has since trended
across social media platforms,
as frustrated candidates and
their guardians demand an-
swers from the examination
body.

Some candidates claim their
exam sessions were interrupted
by software errors and erratic
question display patterns, further

fuelling public suspicion that the
problem may not lie with student
performance but with the exam’s
technical integrity.

In a further twist, reports
emerged over the weekend that
groups of affected candidates
are mobilising for a class-ac-
tion lawsuit against JAMB,
citing irregularities and dam-
ages suffered as a result of the
alleged technical breakdowns.

Despite the backlash, the
Minister of Education, Dr. Tun-
ji Alausa, appeared on Chan-
nels Television's The Morning
Brief last week to defend the
examination body, attribut-
ing the mass failure to JAMB’s
increasingly robust anti-mal-
practice systems. He praised the
computer-based testing model,

saying it had rendered cheating
“nearly impossible” and called
for its extension to other exami-
nation bodies, including WAEC
and NECO.

Similarly, JAMB Registrar,
Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, dis-
missed the outrage as exag-
gerated. He noted that low
performance statistics were
not unique to 2025 and had
occurred in past examination
years.

Nevertheless, the pressure on
JAMB is mounting, with calls
from civil society, education
professionals, and legislators
for transparency, fairness, and
a thorough investigation into
what many now describe as a
“crisis of credibility” in Nigeria’s
tertiary admission process

Use Al with caution, IPC boss
urges journalists

he Executive Director of
Tthe International Press
Centre, Mr. Lanre Aro-
gundade, has urged journalists
to navigate the new media land-
scape with caution and courage.

Arogundade made this call
on Monday at the public lec-
ture held in honour of the 60th
birthday celebration of Pro-
fessor of Journalism, Tunde
Akanni and Dr Omolade Sanni
of the Faculty of Communica-
tion and Media Studies at the
Lagos State University.

In March, the Governing
Council of the Lagos State
University approved the eleva-
tion of Akanni to the position
of full professor of Journalism
and Development Communi-
cation, while Sanni is a senior
lecturer in the faculty.

On his paper presentation,
Arogundade, who was recently
removed from the Department
of State Services” watchlist after
about 40 years, argued that Ar-
tificial Intelligence has disrupt-
ed the media landscape and
presented journalists with new
challenges.

He said, “Al comes with the
good, the bad and the ugly. Know

this and use it wisely. Whatever
you do, never forget the tenets
of journalism. This year’s World
Press Freedom Day focuses on
Reporting in the Brave New
World. You have to be brave to
report in our new world today.

“Our own recommendation
from the International Press
Centre is that perhaps we now
need a national Al that express-
ly provides for the protection of
journalists and press freedom. AI
is here to stay, and my concluding
words are ‘shine your eyes.”

He asserted, “We have seen
situations where Al is being
weaponised against the media,
which means that AI can be the
tool that disables press freedom.
You would agree with me that it's
hard to conceptualise journalism
today in the context of Al with-
out doing so in relation to its own
pervasive difference, or lets say,
seeming pervasive difference.

“Like I said, for some, this
difference is positively disrup-
tive, and for others, it could be
negative. Part of the argument,
really, is that the Internet tech-
nologies and the social media
components are already disrup-
tive enough."

TETFund threatens to cut off support
from non-performing institutions

The Tertiary Education
Trust Fund has warned
that beneficiary institu-
tions that fail to meet perfor-
mance benchmarks or mis-
manage allocated funds risk
being delisted from its support
programmes.

Executive Secretary of TET-
Fund, Sonny Echono, gave the
warning at a one-day strategic
engagement with heads of in-
stitutions, bursars, and heads
of procurement of the Fund’s
beneficiary  institutions in
Abuja on Monday.

Echono said the policy was not
meant to punish, but rather to

safeguard the credibility and im-
pact of TETFund interventions.

“Let me be clear, institu-
tions that consistently fail to
access, utilise or retire funds
appropriately, or that fall short
of enrollment and academic
performance thresholds, risk
being delisted as TETFund
beneficiary institutions,” the
executive secretary said.

He also disclosed the inten-
tion of the Fund to ensure that
its resources are directed towards
institutions that are committed
to high standards of governance,

CONTINUES ON PG 3»
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Nigeria’s economy records strong growth despite
persistent inflation —World Bank

igeria’s economy
achieved its fastest
growth in nearly ten

years in 2024, according to the
World Bank, which attributed
the development to a robust
fourth quarter and improved fis-
cal conditions.

Speaking during a presenta-
tion on Monday, Alex Sienaert,
the bank’s lead economist for Ni-
geria, revealed that the economy
expanded by 4.6% year-on-year
in the fourth quarter of 2024.

Citing high-frequency busi-
ness indicators, he noted that
the momentum has continued
into early 2025.

Nonetheless, Sienaert cau-
tioned that high inflation re-
mains a pressing concern.

The remarks came ahead of
the launch of the Nigeria Devel-
opment Update report in Abuja, a
bi-annual World Bank publication
that explores key economic and
policy issues while analysing Ni-
geria’s developmental landscape.

Oborevwori, Diri gets
honourary Doctorate degrees

elta State Governor,
Hon. Sheriff Oborev-
wori and his Bayel-

sa State counterpart, Senator
Douye Diri have been honoured
with honorary Doctor of Science
(Honoris Causa) degrees in So-
cial and Economic Development
by the Nigerian Maritime Uni-
versity (NMU), Okerenkoko.

The awards were conferred
during the universitys second
combined convocation ceremony.

Also honoured were Senator
James Manager, who received an
honorary doctorate in National
Development, and Engr. Ebipa-
dor Ogionwo, who was awarded
a Doctor of Science in Industrial
Development.

Speaking through Professor
Nyerowho Tonukari, the Delta
State’s Commissioner for Higher
Education, Governor Oborev-
wori described the recognition
as a testament to the resilience of
the Delta people and his admin-
istrations inclusive vision.

He thanked the Chancellor,
Vice Chancellor, and university
management for acknowledging
leadership and service, stressing
the institutions role in advanc-
ing social development.

The governor lauded the
NMU for its role as a catalyst for
growth in previously neglected
communities, describing the
award as especially meaningful
due to the institutions location
in the heartland of Delta’s river-
ine communities.

He reaffirmed his belief in
education as the most endur-

ing investment a government
can make and praised the
NMU for delivering top-tier
maritime education and fos-
tering human capital needed
for Nigeria’s blue economy.

Highlighting the state’s strate-
gic support, Oborevwori empha-
sised ongoing collaborations with
the Federal Government to im-
prove infrastructure, strengthen
security, and advance the univer-
sity’s overall development.

In his message to the gradu-
ands, the governor congratulat-
ed them and encouraged them
to uphold the values of integrity,
innovation, and excellence.

"You are the torchbearers and
future captains of a new era in
Nigerias maritime sector. Be
bold, dream big, work hard, and
let your contributions reflect the
excellence and pride of the Nige-
rian Maritime University, Oker-
enkoko,” he urged.

He expressed hope that NMU
would continue to thrive and
that Delta State would remain a
beacon of progress and unity.

Vice Chancellor, Professor
Emmanuel Adigio highlighted
the significance of the univer-
sity’s 10th anniversary and the
convocation ceremony, noting
it marked a defining moment
for Nigeria’s premier maritime
institution.

He also commended Gover-
nor Oborevwori for facilitating
the construction of a faculty
building and a key access road
linking Okerenkoko to the uni-
versity’s permanent site.

The economic uptick coin-
cides with significant reforms
introduced by President Bola
Tinubu’s administration, in-
cluding the removal of petrol
subsidies, reductions in elec-
tricity allowances, and a major
devaluation of the naira, all of
which have contributed to in-
flationary pressures.

In February 2025, the coun-
try’s annual inflation rate eased
to 23.18%, the lowest since
June 2023, down from 24.48%
in January.

Food inflation followed a
similar trajectory, falling to
23.51%, its lowest since Sep-
tember 2022, from 26.08% the
previous month.

However, core inflation,
which excludes volatile agricul-
tural and energy prices, rose to
24.43% from 23.01%.

On a monthly basis, consumer
prices climbed 3.90% in March,
up from 2.04% in February. The
World Bank projects Nigerias
GDP growth for 2025 at 3.6%.

Sienaert noted that foreign

exchange reforms have helped
stabilise the naira through the
creation of a unified, market-re-
flective rate.

This has enabled the Central
Bank to rebuild its foreign re-
serves, which now exceed $37
billion.

He described the reserves as
a crucial buffer against external
shocks.

He further reported a 4.5%
increase in government revenue
in 2024 relative to GDP, calling it
a remarkable milestone driven

by the end of foreign exchange
subsidies, improved tax enforce-
ment, and a rise in remittances.

These gains helped reduce the
fiscal deficit from 5.4% of GDP in
2023 to an estimated 3% in 2024.

Yet, Sienaert cautioned that
the full fiscal benefits from the
petrol subsidy removal are still
unfolding.

Despite these strides, he
stressed the need for continued
tight monetary and disciplined
fiscal policies to rein in infla-
tion and sustain growth.

w3

SWEARING IN:

-

President Bola Tinubu (right), during the swearing in of the newly appointed Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) commissioners
and members of the Board of the Code of Conduct at the State House in Abuja.

TETFund threatens to cut off...
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transparency, and accountability.

According to Echono, the
strategic engagement was tar-
geted at addressing recurring
challenges in Nigeria’s tertiary
education sector, improve pro-
ject execution, and enhance
the quality of education.

A key focus, he said, was the
Academic Staff Training and
Development intervention.

He said due to rising costs and
incidents of scholars abscond-
ing, the foreign component of
the TETFund Scholarship for
Academic Staff was suspended
as of January 1, 2025 with em-
phasis now shifted to cost-effec-

tive, locally driven training.

Echono further said this
year’s intervention budget pri-
oritises consolidation, sustain-
ability, and the completion of
abandoned projects.

“This engagement is not
merely a meeting but a strate-
gic convergence. It is designed
to address recurring issues of
concern, streamline project im-
plementation and enhance the
overall quality of tertiary edu-
cation delivery in our nation.

“As we move forward, let us
approach today’s discussions
with openness, collaboration,
and a shared vision to elevate
our institutions and the stu-
dents we serve,” he added.

Delta health commissioner felicitates 0zoro
monarch on birthday anniversary

r I Vhe Delta State Commis-
sioner for Health, Dr
Joseph Onojaeme, has

extended warm greetings to

His Royal Highness, Anthony

Uvietobore Ogbogbo Ibuka I,

the Ovie of Ozoro Kingdom,

in celebration of his birthday,

describing the monarch as a

symbol of visionary leadership

and community harmony.

Dr Onojaeme acknowledged
the monarch’s commitment to
fostering unity and mutual un-
derstanding within his domain
and beyond, while highlighting

his relentless drive towards the
development of the ancient
town of Ozoro.

He praised the monarch’s
strength and clarity of purpose
in upholding the cultural herit-
age, traditions, and values that
define the identity of the Ozoro
people.

Commending the royal fa-
ther for attracting both physical
development and social cohe-
sion, Dr Onojaeme remarked
that His Majesty’s efforts have
fortified not just the local tradi-
tional institution but also con-

tributed meaningfully to broad-
er state and national unity.

“It is with delight that I felici-
tate with Ozor Idudu, His Royal
Majesty Anthony Uvietobore
Ogbogbo Ibuka I, the Ovie of
Ozoro Kingdom, on the joyous
occasion of his birthday. This
celebration marks not only the
King’s life of enduring service
but also the abundant grace with
which he continues to dedicate
himself to humanity;” he said.

He further noted that the
monarch’s esteemed role as a
custodian of cultural values re-

mains widely respected.

As the Ozoro community
marks the occasion, Dr Ono-
jaeme commended the King’s
efforts to showcase the rich
Isoko culture both at home and
on the global stage.

He offered prayers for con-
tinued good health and divine
wisdom for His Majesty, ex-
pressing hope that the mon-
arch would remain an anchor
of tradition and a vital force in
the development of Isoko land,
Delta State, and Nigeria as a
whole.

EIRS boss plans Bankole-Balogun Media Foundation

tunba Oladele
Bankole-Balogun,
Chairman of the Edo

State Internal Revenue Service
(EIRS), has announced plans
to establish the Bankole-Ba-
logun Media Foundation in
memory of his father, Chief
James Bankole-Balogun of
blessed memory.

The proposed foundation
will aim to celebrate media ex-
cellence and dedication among
practitioners in Edo State.

He made the announcement
during a Music Extravaganza

organized in Benin City by the
Nigeria Union of Journalists
(NUJ), Edo State Council

The occasion also featured a
posthumous award conferred
on Chief Bankole-Balogun,
the pioneer General Manager
of the defunct Bendel Broad-
casting Service for his “Distin-
guished Service”

Expressing appreciation
during his acceptance speech,
Otunba Balogun encouraged
journalists to always strive for
excellence, assuring them that
their dedication would eventu-

ally yield rewards.

He commended the Edo
Broadcasting Service (EBS),
the successor to Bendel Broad-
casting Service, for upholding
the high professional standards
laid down by his late father.

Balogun also praised the
leadership of the Edo State
NU]J Council for recognising
his father’s contributions to
media development, describ-
ing the moment as one of joy
and pride for his family.

He was joined at the event
by friends, senior government

officials, and kinsmen from
Akoko Edo.

Another honouree at the oc-
casion was Elder Francis On-
oiribholo of Daily Independent
newspaper, who received the
NUJs “Long Service Award”
in recognition of his over five
decades in journalism practice.

In his remarks, the Chair-
man of Edo NUJ, Comrade
Festus Alenkhe, reiterated the
union’s commitment to elim-
inating yellow journalism by
promoting balanced and accu-
rate reporting.
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Tinubu swears in INEC commissioners, GCB hoard members

resident Bola Tinubu
Phas administered the

oath of office to two Na-
tional Commissioners for the
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission: Abdulrazak
Tukur, representing the North
West region and Sunday Aja

from Ebonyi State, represent-
ing the South East Zone.

This followed their nomina-
tion last November and subse-
quent screening by the Senate.

The brief ceremony was
held at the Council Chambers
of the Aso Rock Presidential

Villa, Abuja, before the com-
mencement of the 27th Federal
Executive Council meeting on
Monday.

Meanwhile, Tkpeme Ndem
from Cross River State and Jus-
tice Buba Nyaure from Taraba
State were sworn in as mem-

bers of the Code of Conduct
Bureau.

Afterwards, the Council
entered into a closed-door ses-
sion.

Attending today’s meeting
are the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of the Federation, Senator
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L-R: Governors Ahmadu Umaru Fintiri (Adamawa State); Engr. Seyi Makinde (Oyo State), and Bala Mohammed (Bauchi State), during meeting of
the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)'s Governors Forum and stakeholders, yesterday.

George Akume; Chief of Staff to
the President, Hon. Femi Gba-
jabiamila; and National Securi-
ty Adviser, Nuhu Ribadu.

Also present are the Minister
of Finance and Coordinating
Minister of the Economy, Wale
Edun; Minister of Budget and
Economic Planning, Senator
Atiku Bagudu; and Minister

of Information and National
Orientation, Mohammed Idris,
among others.

At its last meeting on May
5, the Council approved the
Renewed Hope Nigeria-First
Policy aimed at prioritising the
use of locally produced goods
and services in all government
procurement processes.

Over 7,000 Nigerian pilgrims reach Madinah as
2025 Hajj airlift gathers pace

r I Yhe National Hajj Com-
mission of Nigeria con-
firms that a total of 7,263
Nigerian pilgrims have so far
been transported to Madinnah,
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The 2025 Hajj airlift operation
is gathering momentum with 18
outbound flights since the exer-
cise began on May 9

This is according to an updat-
ed obtained from the NAHCON
website flight update.

While progress has been swift
for some states, others, includ-
ing notable northern states like
Kano, Sokoto, Zamfara, and
Borno, are yet to commence air-
lifting.

Among the most remarkable
developments is Bauchi State
having successfully completed
three flights, all operated by Max
Air, with a combined total of
1,322 pilgrims, comprising 1,003
males and 319 females.

Other states are making

steady progress with some
already conducting multiple
flights.

Kebbi State, for instance, has
featured prominently with three
Flynas-operated flights, moving
a total of 1283 pilgrims so far.

Osun State has also marked a
significant milestone, complet-
ing two full flights with Flynas
and transporting 846 pilgrims
— one of the highest so far from
the South West.

Oyo State, working with Max
Air, has recorded 1,079 pilgrims
across two successful operations
from Lagos.

In the North Central region,
Niger State has recorded 792 pil-
grims in two flights via UMZA
Air, while Nasarawa State has
transported 605 pilgrims also
with UMZA, including some
from a combined flight with Ad-
amawa State, which had three
pilgrims on board.

Kogi State, in collaboration

with Air Peace, has seen 559 pil-
grims flown to Madinah in two
operations.

Ogun State has completed a
single Flynas-operated flight,
taking 428 pilgrims from Lagos.
From the South East, Imo and
Abia States shared a joint Air
Peace flight, with Imo contribut-
ing 232 pilgrims and Abia just 8.

Even the Federal Capital Ter-
ritory (FCT) has had a limited
start, with five pilgrims included
in a joint Kebbi-bound Flynas
flight.

So far, the airlift has been
coordinated through six major
departure points: Bauchi, Abu-
ja, Lagos, Minna, Owerri, and
Kebbi, with operations carried
out by four airlines — Flynas
(6 flights), Max Air (5 flights),
UMZA Air (4 flights), and Air
Peace (3 flights).

Of the 7,263 pilgrims already
airlifted to Madinah, the gender
breakdown stands at 4,390 males

and 2,873 females, as compiled
cumulatively after each flight.

Meanwhile, in a separate re-
port yet to be included in the
flight update on its website, the
Ondo State Muslim Welfare
Board says the first batch of 316
pilgrims have departed to Saudi
Arabia.

The State Board Chairman,
Alhaji Dhikirulahi Chandy-Ad-
am, disclosed this on Monday.

Their schedules are expected
to unfold in the coming days,
following NAHCON’s phased
deployment strategy.

NAHCON has commended
the states and service providers
for the smooth takeoff, reiterat-
ing its commitment to a seamless
and dignified pilgrimage experi-
ence for all Nigerian pilgrims.

As the operation enters its
second week, the Commission
is “urging state welfare boards
to sustain the pace and maintain
the high standards set so far”

Childhood cancer treatable, not
death sentence —Paediatricians

r I Vaediatricians have dis-
pelled common miscon-
ceptions about child-

hood cancer, including the

belief that it is contagious and

a death sentence.

The paediatricians, in an in-
terview with the News Agency
of Nigeria on Monday in Osog-
bo, said that the society lacked
adequate knowledge of cancer,
especially in children.

Dr Oyetoke Oderanti, Con-
sultant Paediatrician, Osun
State University Teaching Hos-
pital, attributed people’s rea-
soning about childhood cancer
to lack of knowledge on cancer.

“Most people believe children
are too innocent to be cursed by
God, therefore, they should not
have devastating diseases.

“However, this is not the case.
Tumours or cancers can occur in
anyone once they are genetically
predisposed, and some environ-
mental factors can play a role.

“Although, most cancers
have no known causes, risk
factors for the cancers have
been established,” she said.

The paediatrician said the
most common type is lymph-
oproliferative disease blood

cancer (leukaemias and lym-
phomas), and solid tumours.
She said most cancer cases
were misdiagnosed which led to
the underreporting of statistics.
“Many children in low-in-
come and middle-income
countries, like ours, die of can-
cer and it contributes signifi-
cantly to under-five mortality.
“The survival rate is about 20
per cent and about 200,000 cases
are diagnosed yearly’, she said.
Oderanti, who advised that
children diagnosed with blood
cancer to take blood medica-
tion, noted that “these medi-
cines are not readily available”
The paediatrician said the
best places for the management
of cancer were the tertiary hos-
pitals and teaching hospitals.
According to her, there is no
specific centre for screening
but Nigeria has the National
Institute for Cancer Research
and Treatment in Abuja, which
promotes early screening.
Oderanti said that more aware-
ness of childhood cancer could be
raised through jingles on radio
and television stations, town hall
meetings, and discussions with re-
ligious and cultural leaders.

Dangote refinery offers N10 refund on petrol to customers

angote Petrochemicals
Refinery has effected
another reduction in

the ex-gantry price of its Pre-
mium Motor Spirit also known
as petrol below the publicly an-
nounced N835 per litre.

Sources confirmed on Mon-
day that the refinery has re-
duced its price to N825 per
litre for its customers, through
a rebate of N'10 after successful
loading of products at the re-
finery.

The sources said marketers
are still paying N835 per li-

tre for products but receive a
N10 refund after loading and
evacuating them from the re-
finery.

The covert price adjustment
has allowed its customers and
marketers to retail the prod-
uct at a lower band of N830
to N835, outpricing importing
marketers and private depot
owners.

The official said, “The Dan-
gote refinery has started giving
arebate on its products. It’s not
an official reduction yet, but
paid back after marketers buy

products from them?”

Last month, the Dangote
refinery effected a price reduc-
tion twice within the space of a
week, crashing its gantry price
by N45 from N880 to N835 per
litre.

This followed the restart and
full implementation of the Na-
ira-for-Crude agreement with
local refiners after an earlier
suspension.

Efforts to get an official reac-
tion from Dangote Spokesper-
son, Anthony Chiejina, on the
price reduction were futile.

PRESIDENT, DANGOTE GROUP,
ALHAJI ALIKO DANGOTE

Corruption: Ribadu calls for
stronger institutions, attitudinal
change to combat menace

The National ~Security
Adviser (NSA), Nuhu
Ribadu, has called for
building stronger institutions
and attitudinal change on the
part of every Nigerian at all
levels to win the war against
the menace of endemic cor-
ruption impeding the country’s
growth and development.
Represented by the Director
General of the Department of
State Services, Oluwatosin Ajayi,
the former EFCC Chairman dis-
closed this on Saturday while de-
livering the 9th Oba Sikiru Adet-
ona Annual Professorial Lecture
of the Olabisi Onabanjo Univer-
sity, Ago Iwoye, with the theme
“Corruption and National Secu-
rity: Impacts and Consequences.”
The NSA said that the theme
of the annual professorial lec-
ture is deeply relevant to the
country’s current reality, as cor-
ruption undermines the very
fabric of the state’s legitimacy,
weakens institutions, and di-
verts critical resources that are
meant to develop the country.
“We can not talk about the
insecurity in Nigeria without
acknowledging that corruption
has played a role in eroding

public trust, compromising law
enforcement effectiveness, and
in some cases enabling impu-
nity; he said.

“Whether it is the diversion
of funds meant for military
hardware or the undermining
of due process in arms pro-
curement, the impact is a clear
weakening of national capacity
to respond to the threat”.

Ribadu, however, said that the
country’s security and corrup-
tion challenges are not beyond
redemption, but the path to their
resolution runs through the cor-
ridor of integrity, leadership, and
institutional reforms.

“Therefore, we must fight
corruption not by responding
but by building a strong system
that prevents corruption itself;”
he added.

“Arrest and prosecution of
corrupt officials in Nigeria are
only reactive, we must build a
system that will make it impos-
sible for the people to be cor-
rupt even if they want to be.

“Corruption is endemic in
the country; it cuts across in-
dividuals, too, not government
alone. So the fight must be in-
stitutional and attitudinal.
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Court cautions parties,
adjourns suit challenging
Fubara, others’ suspension

A Federal High Court
Asitting in Port Har-
court has adjourned
until May 26, 2025, the con-
stitutional suit challenging the
suspension of the Rivers State
Governor, Siminalayi Fubara,
Deputy Governor Prof. Ngozi
Odu, and all members of the
State House of Assembly by
President Bola Tinubu.

The suit was filed by a for-
mer federal lawmaker and Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party Rivers
State Governorship aspirant in
the 2023 general election, Dr.
Farah Dagogo.

President Tinubu had, on
March 18, 2025, declared a
State of Emergency in Rivers
State, citing security concerns.

He further announced the
suspension of the state’s dem-
ocratically elected leadership
and appointed Vice Admiral
Ibok-Ete Ibas (rated) as the
Administrator of Rivers State.

In response, Dr. Dagogo filed
Suit No: FHC/PH/CS/50/2025
on April 9, 2025, arguing that
the President’s actions were ul-
tra vires and lacked any consti-
tutional backing.

At the hearing on Monday,
counsel to the plaintiff, Cosmas
Enweluzo, SAN, informed the
court that all defendants had been

duly served and expressed readi-
ness to proceed with the case.

The defendants in the suit
include President Bola Tinu-
bu, Senate President, Senator
Godswill Akpabio, the Senate
of the Federal Republic of Ni-
geria, Speaker of the House
of Representatives, Hon. Ta-
judeen Abbas and Vice Admi-
ral Ibok-Ete Ibas (retired), Riv-
ers State Administrator.

Of all the named defendants,
only the fifth defendant, Vice
Admiral Ibas (retired), appeared
through his counsel, Kehinde
Ogunwumiju, SAN, who request-
ed additional time to respond to
the originating summons.

After hearing from both
counsels, Justice Adamu Mo-
hammed granted the request but
cautioned that the matter would
proceed on the next adjourned
date regardless of further delays.

Speaking to journalists after
the court session, Enweluzo re-
iterated that President Tinubu
acted outside the Constitution.

He stated, “The case chal-
lenges the President’s unilater-
al appointment of an Adminis-
trator for Rivers State and the
suspension of duly elected of-
ficials, including the Governor,
Deputy Governor, and House
of Assembly members.

Hajj: Okpebholo bids Edo pilgrims farewell,
reaffirms commitment to religious inclusion

ABDUL-KADIR ABDULLAH

overnor Monday Ok-
pebholo of Edo State
has reiterated his ad-

ministration’s dedication to
fostering religious inclusion
and harmony as he bade fare-
well to the state's Muslim con-
tingent for the 2025 Hajj.
Represented by the Secre-
tary to the State Government,
Barrister Umar Musa Ikhilor,
the Governor addressed the
pilgrims ahead of their journey
to Saudi Arabia, urging them
to embrace the spiritual op-
portunity before them, while

being Ambassadors of the state

Governor Okpebholo under-
scored the vital role of merit,
justice, inclusivity, and fairness
as essential pillars for sustaina-
ble national development.

Recognising Hajj as a cen-
tral tenet of the Islamic faith,
he described the pilgrimage
as a moment for deep spiritual
renewal and a chance to recon-
nect with one’s faith.

He encouraged the pilgrims
to seize the opportunity to, not
only reflect spiritually, but also
to offer prayers for Edo State,
particularly for peace, security,
and prosperity.

He further urged the pil-
grims to be worthy ambassa-
dors of Edo State throughout
their stay in the Holy Land,
reminding them that their
conduct abroad would reflect
on the entire state.

His message of unity and
inclusivity resonated with the
spirit of the gathering and
was welcomed warmly by
those present.

The Chairman of the Edo
State Muslim Pilgrims Wel-
fare Board, Mallam Musah
Muhammad Uduimoh, ap-
preciated the Governor for his
continued support, noting the

administration’s efforts in en-
suring a smooth and well-pre-
pared pilgrimage experience.
Alhaji Eranga Abdulkabir, the
Board’s Secretary, also provid-
ed assurances regarding the
board’s logistical and spiritual
readiness for the journey.
Adding his voice, the Leader
of the Delegation (Amir Hajj),
HRH Mallam Ali D. Suleiman,
the Oghiaga of Ibvies,
encouraged the pilgrims,
offering guidance for their
time in Saudi Arabia and
reminding them of the re-
sponsibilities they carry as
spiritual envoys of the state.

EFCC says Tompolo has
questions to answer over
alleged Naira abuse

he Economic and Finan-

I cial Crimes Commis-

sion (EFCC) says it will

take action against Chief Gov-

ernment Ekpemupolo, better

known as Tompolo, over an al-
legation of Naira abuse.

Tompolo was spotted in a
viral video, reportedly during
his 54th birthday celebration in
April, dancing as a man sprayed
N1,000 notes before him.

The footage drew widespread
criticism and renewed calls for the
EFCC to investigate the matter.

Responding to the public
outcry, the anti-graft agency
said the Niger Delta chieftain
will have questions to answer
over the viral video.

Nobody is above the law.
Tompolo will have questions to
answer!#EFCCNigeria pic.twit-
ter.com/xWkMrdoMck

“Nobody is above the law.
Tompolo will have questions to
answer!” the EFCC stated in a
post shared via its official social
media handles on Monday.

In the clip, Tompolo, dressed
in white and red attire, is seen
dancing while a man repeated-
ly throws 31,000 notes into the
air — a practice outlawed by the
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN).

According to Section 21(3) of
the CBN Act, 2007 (as amend-
ed), “spraying of, dancing or
matching on the Naira or any
note issued by the bank during
social occasions or otherwise
howsoever shall constitute an

abuse and defacing of the Na-
ira... and shall be punishable
under the law by fines, impris-
onment, or both”

The EFCC has increasingly
relied on this provision to pros-
ecute individuals who spray or
mishandle the national currency
at social events, and previously
cautioned that enforcement of
the law is non-discriminatory.

Tompolos video resurfaced
just weeks after a series of crack-
downs on celebrities and public
figures accused of Naira abuse.

In January, sons of billion-
aire businessman Chief Razaq
Okoya — Wahab and Raheem
Okoya — were reportedly in-
vited by the EFCC for spraying
money in a promotional video
for a music project.

However, some Nigerians
have accused the EFCC of selec-
tive prosecution. Critics argue
that enforcement is more aggres-
sive against individuals without
political or financial influence.

In 2024, socialite Idris Okun-
eye, alias Bobrisky, was sen-
tenced to six months in prison
without the option of a fine for
similar offences. Musician Ter-
ry Apala was also remanded
by a Lagos court after being ar-
raigned for allegedly spraying
and mutilating Naira notes.

Nollywood actress Iyabo Ojo
confirmed last week that she was
contacted by the EFCC while
abroad and honoured the invita-
tion upon returning to Nigeria.

e

FAREWELL TO PILGRIMS:

A cross section of Edo Muslim pilgrims, during the governor's visit to bid farewell to pilgrims from Edo State traveling to Saudi
Arabia at the Edo State Muslim Pilgrims Welfare Board's office in Benin City on Monday.

Igbinedion University marks 26th Founder’s Day with
renewed commitment to educational sustainability

EDWARD OSEGHE

has reaffirmed its commit-
ment to invest in infrastruc-
ture and technological advance-
ment to enhance the learning
experience, drive research, and
encourage innovation aimed at
solving real-world challenges.
The institutions Founder
and Chancellor, Chief Gabriel
Osawaru Igbinedion, the Esama
of Benin Kingdom, made this
declaration during the universi-
ty’s 26th Founder’s Day celebra-
tion held in Okada, Edo State.
Represented by the Deputy
Chancellor and former Edo
State Governor, Chief Lucky
Nosakhare Igbinedion, the
Chancellor highlighted the

Igbinedion University, Okada,

university’s enduring focus on
academic distinction and na-
tional development.

He noted that the institution
commenced operations in 1999
with a modest intake of 111 stu-
dents and has since grown into a
respected centre of higher learn-
ing, producing alumni who are
making meaningful contribu-
tions worldwide.

Reflecting on the universi-
ty’s journey, Chief Igbinedion
described the past 26 years as
a period marked by vision, de-
termination, and an unwaver-
ing pursuit of excellence.

He emphasised the impor-
tance of sustained investment
and strategic partnerships to
confront the current challeng-
es confronting Nigeria’s educa-

tion system.

He also paid tribute to those
whose sacrifices and support
made the university’s founding
possible, while commending
the efforts of the Vice Chancel-
lor and his team for preserving
and enhancing the university’s
academic flame.

In his keynote address,
“Reimagining University Ed-
ucation in Nigeria for a More
Sustainable Future: Opportu-
nities and Challenges," former
Minister of Finance and cur-
rent Chairman of the Bank of
Industry, Dr Mansur Mubhtar,
OFR, lauded Igbinedion Uni-
versity for pioneering private
higher education in Nigeria.

He encouraged the institution
to once again take the lead in

enacting transformative reforms
essential for rescuing Nigeria’s
beleaguered university system.
Muhtar, a renowned econ-
omist and banker, described
the current state of tertiary ed-
ucation in the country as dire,
citing problems such as out-
dated curricula, rote learning,
neglected infrastructure, un-
derfunded research, and a dis-
connect from contemporary
societal demands. He insisted
that the time had come not
merely to reform, but to fun-
damentally reimagine the role
of universities, urging them
to become engines of innova-
tion and relevance in a rapidly
evolving world shaped by digi-
tal disruption, artificial intelli-
gence, and climate change.

Rivers crisis: Fubara visited me with two govs

he Minister of the Federal

I Capital Territory (FCT),

Nyesom Wike has said

that suspended Governor Simi-

nalayi Fubara of Rivers State is

making reconciliatory moves

and had, alongside two other
governors, visited him.

Wike, the immediate past

governor of Rivers State, said

this on Monday following re-
ports that Fubara, who was sus-
pended earlier in the year, visit-
ed the FCT minister.

“The President has called for
peace severally and I cannot
sit down when the President
has called for peace and I say,
‘T don’t want peace,” Wike said
during a media parley.

“Yes, he came with two gover-
nors and one elder person. Un-
fortunately, the two governors are
APC governors. So, I will not pur-
sue him. He said he wants peace.
That’s fine. I also want peace”

The rift between Wike and
Fubara threw Rivers into a po-
litical crisis, which lingered for
months and reached a crescen-

—Wike

do when President Bola Tinubu
suspended Fubara, the Rivers
Assembly, and the state’s deputy
governor, Ngozi Odu.

Tinubu thereafter appointed
a state administrator whom he
saddled with running Rivers af-
fairs for six months in a major
political event that split opinions
among Nigerians.
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Entire Gaza population at critical risk of famine,
UN-backed assessment says

UN-backed assessment
Ahas said that Gaza's pop-

ulation of around 2.1
million Palestinians is at "critical
risk" of famine and faces "ex-
treme levels of food insecurity"
as an Israeli blockade on hu-
manitarian aid continues.

The latest report by the Integrat-
ed Food Security Phase Classifi-
cation (IPC) said there had been
a "major deterioration” since Oc-
tober 2024, but concluded famine

was not currently occurring.

The two-month ceasefire be-
tween Israel and Hamas "led to a
temporary reprieve” in Gaza, the
report said, but renewed hostili-
ties and an Israeli blockade on aid
- ongoing since early March - had
"reversed” any improvements.

Some 244,000 people were
currently experiencing the most
severe, or "catastrophic” levels of
food insecurity; it said, and called
for urgent action to prevent the

"increasingly likely" risk of famine.
Israel renewed its military op-
erations in Gaza in mid-March
and has prevented food, med-
ication and other aid from en-
tering Gaza for 70 days, saying it
is putting pressure on Hamas to
release its remaining hostages.
There has been international
condemnation of the blockade,
including from the UN which
has said it has supplies at Gaza's
border crossings, ready to en-

ter if Israel allows. Aid agencies
have said the blockade could be
a war crime and amounts to a
policy of starvation.

The IPC assessment, released
on Monday, found half a million
people - or one in five - were
facing starvation in Gaza. It said
nearly 71,000 children under
the age of five are expected to be
acutely malnourished over the
next 11 months to April 2026.

It added: "Many households

Ibrahim Traore of Captain Burkina Faso (right), with Vladimir Putin of Russia, during the meeting of both leaders in Russia.

are resorting to extreme meas-
ures to find food, including beg-
ging, and collecting garbage to
sell to buy something to eat.”

The report said the current
situation, compared to its Oc-
tober 2024 analysis, represented
"a major deterioration in one
of the world's most severe food
and nutrition crises driven by
conflict and characterised by
untold human suffering’.

Its analysis found that 1.95
million people, or 93% of Gaza's
population, were living through
high levels of acute food insecu-
rity, including 244,000 experi-
encing "catastrophic” levels.

The IPC - a global initiative
by UN agencies, aid groups and
governments - is the primary
mechanism the international
community uses to conclude
whether a famine is happening.

Israeli officials have denied
there is a hunger crisis in Gaza
because of the quantity of aid that
entered during the ceasefire.

It comes as Hamas said it would
release Israeli-American hostage
Edan Alexander as part of efforts
to reach a ceasefire agreement. The
group said it was also intended to
facilitate a deal for the entry of hu-
manitarian aid to Gaza.

The Israeli PM's office said it
had not committed to any cease-
fire but only to a "safe corridor"
for Mr Alexander's release.

US President Donald Trump
arrives in the Middle East on
Tuesday, and Israel has vowed
to expand its military offen-
sive against Hamas if no deal is
reached by the end of his visit.

Israeli officials have said
the plans for their expanded of-
fensive include seizing all of the
territory indefinitely, forcibly dis-
placing Palestinians to the south,
and taking over aid distribution
with private companies despite
opposition from the UN and its
humanitarian partners, who say
they will not co-operate because
it appears to "weaponise" aid.

Kurdish group PKK says it is laying down
arms and disbanding

utlawed Kurdish group
the PKK, which has
waged a 40-year in-

surgency against Turkey, has
announced it is laying down its
arms and disbanding.

The move followed a call in
February by the group's jailed
leader, Abdullah Ocalan, for it to
disband.

The PKK insurgency ini-
tially aimed to create an inde-
pendent homeland for Kurds,
who account for about 20% of
Turkey's population. But it has
since moved away from its sep-
aratist goals, focusing instead
on more autonomy and greater
Kurdish rights.

More than 40,000 people
have been killed since the in-
surgency began.

The PKK - which is banned
as a terrorist group in Turkey,

the EU, UK and US - said it
has "completed its historical
mission" and would "end the
method of armed struggle."

From now on, the Kurdish
issue "can be resolved through
democratic politics”, the group
said in a statement published
on the PKK-affiliated news
agency ANE

In February, Ocalan, 76, called
on his movement to lay down its
arms and dissolve itself. The PKK
leader has been in solitary con-
finement in prison on an island
in the Sea of Marmara, south-
west of Istanbul, since 1999.

Ocalan wrote a letter from
prison in February saying
"there is no alternative to de-
mocracy in the pursuit and re-
alisation of a political system.
Democratic consensus is the
fundamental way."

It is unclear what Ocalan and
his supporters will get in return
for disbanding but there is spec-
ulation that he may be paroled.

Kurdish politicians will be
hoping for a new political di-
alogue, and a pathway towards
greater Kurdish rights.

Both sides had reasons to do
a deal now.

The PKK has been hit hard
by the Turkish military in
recent years, and regional
changes have made it harder
for them and their affiliates to
operate in Iraq and Syria.

President Erdogan needs the
support of pro Kurdish political
parties if he is to be able to run
again in Turkey's next presiden-
tial election, due in 2028.

The decision to disband was
an important step towards a
"terror-free Turkey", and the

process would be monitored by
state institutions, a spokesper-
son for President Tayyip Erdo-
gan's AK Party said, according
to Reuters news agency.

Winthrop Rodgers, from the
international affairs think tank
Chatham House, said it would
take "a major democratic tran-
sition by Turkey" to accommo-
date demands from Kurdish
political parties.

There has been "some good-
will" from some Turkish leaders
in recent months, Mr Rodgers
said, which allowed the PKK
disbandment to play out.

He added: "But whether that
extends to the major changes
needed to ensure full Kurdish
participation in politics and so-
ciety is far less clear.

"In a lot of ways, the ball is
in Turkey's court."

First white South Africans fly to
US under Trump refugee plan

he first set of 49 white
South Africans to be
granted refugee status

by President Donald Trump's
administration have success-
fully traveled to the US.

On Sunday they boarded
a flight from Johannesburg
which landed in Washington
DC later on Monday.

This comes after a weekend of
speculation about when the Af-
rikaners would leave for Amer-
ica, amid criticism from the
South African government who
described the US resettlement
scheme as "politically motivated".

Relations between South Afri-
ca and the US have been tense for
months, after an executive order
in February in which President
Trump stated that Afrikaners were
victims of "racial discrimination”.

The US has criticised domes-
tic South African policy, accus-
ing the government of seizing
land from white farmers without
any compensation - something
which the southern African na-
tion says has not happened.

Top Trump adviser, South Af-
rican-born Elon Musk, has previ-
ously said there was a "genocide
of white people” in South Africa
and accused the government of
passing "racist ownership laws".

The claims of a genocide of
white people have been widely

discredited.

In a statement on Friday,
South Africa's foreign ministry
said accusations the govern-
ment discriminated against the
country's white minority were
"unfounded" and that the US's
resettlement scheme was an at-
tempt to undermine the coun-
try's "constitutional democracy".

The statement added that
the country had worked "tire-
lessly" to stop discrimination,
given its history of racial op-
pression under apartheid.

Bilateral tensions have been
strained for some times as
President Trump tasked his
administration with formulat-
ing plans to potentially resettle
Afrikaners, a group with most-
ly Dutch ancestry, in the US.

In March, South Africa's am-
bassador to the US, Ebrahim Ra-
sool, was expelled after accusing
President Trump of using "white
victimhood as a dog whistle",
leading to the US accusing Mr
Rasool of "race-baiting".

The US has also criticised
South Africa for taking an “ag-
gressive" position against Israel at
the International Court of Justice
(ICJ), where Pretoria has accused
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu's government of genocide
against people in Gaza - a claim
which the Israelis strongly reject.

Pope calls for journalists to be

ope Leo XIV has called
Pfor the release of impris-

oned journalists in his
first address to members of the
media at the Vatican.

He expressed solidarity with
journalists who were jailed
"for seeking and reporting the
truth" and said their suffering
“challenges the conscience of
nations and the international

community".

Press freedom must be de-
fended, he said. The media
must ensure that the "precious
gift" of free speech is protected.

The Committee to Protect
Journalists said 361 journalists
were in jail in 2024.

Pope Leo, who was chosen
as the new leader of the Catho-
lic Church on Thursday, also

released from prison

highlighted the role journalists
can play in bringing attention
to injustice and poverty in the
world.

He urged the media to focus
on reporting the truth instead
of taking part in partisan divi-
sions, and not to give space to
"fanaticism and hatred."

Speaking in the Vatican's
Paul VI audience hall, he said

"the way we communicate is
of fundamental importance:
we must say 'no' to the war of
words and images, we must re-
ject the paradigm of war."

"We do not need loud, force-
ful communication,” he said,
"but rather communication
that is capable of listening and
of gathering the voices of the
weak who have no voice."

The new pope also raised
concerns about artificial intel-
ligence, telling the assembled
media they should use AI with
“responsibility and discern-
ment."

Reporters should ensure that
Al can be used for the "benefit
of all of humanity," he said.

Leo XIV spoke mainly in
Italian, but opened with a

quip in English about the huge
round of applause he received
when he walked into the room.

“Thank you for this wonder-
ful reception," he said.

"They say that when they
clap at the beginning, it doesn't
matter much. If you're still
awake at the end and still want
to applaud, thank you very
much."
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India-Pakistan top military officials to speak as ceasefire holds

op military officials
from India and Paki-
stan are due to speak on

Monday to discuss finer details
of the ceasefire agreed between
them over the weekend.

The US-brokered cease-
fire between the nuclear-armed
neighbours appears to have held
overnight after nearly four days
of intense shelling and aerial in-
cursions from both sides.

On Saturday, President Don-
ald Trump announced the cease-
fire between India and Pakistan,
saying "it was time to stop the
current aggression that could
have led to the death and destruc-
tion of so many, and so much".

Both nations have ceased
hostilities since then but say they
remain vigilant, warning each
other of the consequences of vi-
olating the ceasefire.

India announced on Monday
that it was reopening 32 airports

for civilians that it had earlier
said would remain closed until
Thursday due to safety concerns.

The tensions were the latest in
the decades-long rivalry between
the neighbours who have fought
two wars over Kashmir, a Himay-
alan region which they claim in
full but administer in part.

The recent hostilities threat-
ened to turn into a full-fledged
war as both countries appeared
unwilling to back down for days.

Both countries have said that
dozens of people from both sides
died over the four days of fight-
ing last week, partly due to heavy
shelling near the de facto border.

After the ceasefire, however,
both the rivals have declared
military victory.

On 7 May, India report-
ed striking nine targets inside
Pakistan and Pakistan-admin-
istered Kashmir - this was in
response to a deadly militant

attack in Indian-administered
Kashmir that killed 26 people.

The attack took place in a
meadow in the picturesque Pa-
halgam valley on 22 April.

India blamed a Pakistan-based
group for the attack but Islama-
bad denies any involvement.

In the days since the first
strike, India and Pakistan ac-
cused each other of cross-bor-
der shelling and claimed to have
shot down rival drones and air-
craft in their airspace.

As the conflict escalated, both
nations said they struck the ri-
val's military bases.

Indian officials reported strik-
ing 11 Pakistan Air Force bases,
including one in Rawalpindi,
near the capital Islamabad. India
also claimed Pakistan lost 35-40
men at the Line of Control - the
de facto border - during the con-
flict and that its air force lost a
few aircraft.

Pakistan has accepted that
some Indian projectiles landed

at its air force bases.

Indian defence forces have
also said that they struck nine
armed group training facilities
in Pakistan and Pakistan-ad-
ministered Kashmir, killing
more than 100 militants.

The Pakistan military, in turn,
claims it targeted about 26 mili-
tary facilities in India and that its
drones hovered over capital Delhi.

India has confirmed that
some Pakistani  projectiles
landed up at its air force bases,

though it did not comment on
the claim about Delhi.

Pakistan also claims to have
shot down five Indian aircraft,
including three French Rafales -
India has not acknowledged this
or commented on the number,
though it said on Sunday that
that "losses are a part of combat".

Pakistan denied the claims that
an Indian pilot was in its custody
after she ejected following an air-
craft crash. India has also said that
"all our pilots are back home".

Crates full of Nazi documents found
in Argentine court's basement

rates containing docu-
ments from Nazi Ger-
many have been redis-

covered in the basement of
Argentina's Supreme Court.

The unusual find was made
as workers were clearing the
building's basement ahead of its
archives being moved to a newly
created museum.

The documents were sent by
the German embassy in Tokyo
and arrived in Argentina on 20
June 1941 inside 83 diplomat-
ic pouches aboard a Japanese
steamship, according to infor-
mation gathered by court offi-
cials.

They ended up in the Su-
preme Court that same year
after they were confiscated by
Argentine customs officials who
had opened five pouches at ran-
dom and found Nazi propagan-
da material inside.

They were rediscovered last
week by workers who were in-
trigued by a number of wooden
champagne crates they stumbled
upon while moving archival ma-
terial from the Supreme Court's
basement.

"Upon opening one of the
boxes, we identified material in-
tended to consolidate and prop-
agate Adolf Hitler's ideology in
Argentina during [World War
Two)," the court said about the
find.

The crates were quickly
moved to a secure office in the
building and court officials alert-
ed the Buenos Aires Holocaust
Museum to their existence and
asked for its help in creating an
inventory of all their contents.

Photos published by the court
show the experts sifting through
black-and-white photos and
membership booklets bearing
swastikas on their covers.

Historians hope the docu-
ments will yield clues to the Na-
zis' financial networks and their
international ties.

In a statement, Argentina's
Supreme Court revealed the
information it had managed to
piece together so far.

It said the documents, which
arrived in Argentina on board
the Nan-a-Maru steamship from
Tokyo in June 1941, had been
declared as "personal effects" by
the German embassy in Buenos
Aires at the time.

However, Argentine custom
officials were suspicious because
of the size of the shipment and
alerted the Argentine foreign
minister, fearing it could contain
material which could endanger
Argentina’s neutral stance in
World War Two at the time.

Five of the pouches were
opened at random and found to
contain postcards, photographs
and Nazi propaganda material.

|

A picture of Edan Alexander can be seen at a demonstration in Israel calling for the release of the remaining hostages.

&

Hamas to release US-Israeli hostage as part
of efforts to reach Gaza ceasefire

amas says it will release
Israeli-American hos-
tage Edan Alexander,

who is believed to be the last
living captive with US nation-
ality in Gaza, as part of efforts
to reach a ceasefire agreement.

The decision comes ahead of
President Donald Trump's visit
to the Middle East on Tues-
day. Hamas said it was also
intended to facilitate a deal for
the entry of humanitarian aid.
Gaza has been under an Israeli
blockade for 70 days.

Earlier a senior Hamas official
told the BBC that the Palestinian
armed group was holding direct
negotiations with a US adminis-
tration official in Qatar.

The Israeli PM's office said it
had not committed to any cease-
fire but only to a "safe corridor”

for Mr Alexander's release.

Benjamin Netanyahu's office
said preparations to intensify
fighting were still continuing,
and the release of Mr Alexan-
der had been made possible
because of military pressure on
Hamas.

A senior Palestinian official
familiar with the negotiations
with the US in Qatar told the
BBC that Hamas's announce-
ment was intended as a goodwill
gesture before Trump's arrival.

He said another meeting be-
tween Hamas and the mediators
was scheduled for early Monday
morning to finalise the process
of Mr Alexander's release, which
would require a temporary halt
to Israeli military activity and a
suspension of aerial operations
during the handover.

President Trump confirmed
Alexander's release in a post on
Truth Social, calling it "monu-
mental news" and "a step taken
in good faith".

Born in Tel Aviv but raised in
New Jersey, 21-year-old Alexan-
der was serving in an elite infan-
try unit on the border with Gaza
when he was captured by Hamas
militants during the 7 October
attack.

Of the 251 hostages taken
during Hamas's 2023 attack, 58
remain in the enclave, as well as
another hostage who was taken
at an earlier date. Up to 24 of
them are believed to be alive.

Five of those in Gaza are be-
lieved to be US citizens and Al-
exander was thought to be the
only one still alive.

Mr Alexander's family said

they had "received the greatest
gift imaginable - news that our
beautiful son Edan is returning
home after 583 days in captivity
in Gaza".

They added: "We express our
deepest gratitude to President
Trump, Steve Witkoff, and the
US administration for their tire-
less work to make this happen.

"We urge the Israeli govern-
ment and the negotiating teams:
please don't stop. We hope our
son's release begins negotiations
for all 58 remaining hostages,
ending this nightmare for them
and their families. No hostage
should be left behind."

Egypt and Quatar also released
a joint statement saying that Ha-
mas agreeing to free Alexander
was an "encouraging step toward
areturn to the negotiating table".

White House and Qatar discuss

he White House is in dis-

I cussions with the royal

family of Qatar to possi-

bly receive a luxury jumbo jet,

intended for use as an Air Force
One presidential plane.

In a statement, Qatar denied
that the plane would be a gift,
but said the transfer of an air-
craft for "temporary use" was
under discussion between the
two countries.

According to CBS News, the
BBC's news partner in America,
the plane would be donated to
Trump's presidential library at
the end of his term.

The news comes as Trump
is set to visit Qatar this week as
part of the first major foreign
trip of his second term.

Ali Al-Ansari, Qatar's Media
Attaché to the US, said negotia-
tions were ongoing between Qa-
tar's Ministry of Defense and the
US Department of Defense.

"The matter remains under
review by the respective legal de-
partments, and no decision has
been made."

Sources told CBS News that
the plane, reported to be worth
about $400m, will not be ready
for use right away as it will need

transfer of luxury jet for Air Force One

to be retrofitted and cleared by
security officials.

The potential value of the
plane and its handling is likely
to raise legal and ethical ques-
tions among critics. Democrats
were quick to accuse Trump of
breaching ethics violations.

Senator Adam Schiff from
California quoted a section of
the US Constitution on social
media that said no elected offi-
cial could accept "any present...
of any kind whatever" from the
leader of a foreign state without
congressional approval.

Laura Loomer, a longtime

Trump ally, also criticised the
move. After writing on social me-
dia that she would "take a bullet"
for Trump, she said: "This is real-
ly going to be such a stain on the
[administration] if this is true."

On Sunday, White House
press secretary Karoline Leavitt
said "any gift given by a foreign
government is always accepted
in full compliance with all ap-
plicable laws. President Trump's
Administration is committed to
full transparency".

Defending the negotiations
with Qatar, Trump referred to
the plane as a gift and said it was

offered for his use at no cost in a
post to his Truth Social website
on Sunday.

"So the fact that the Defense
Department is getting a GIFT,
FREE OF CHARGE, of a 747
aircraft to replace the 40 year
old Air Force One, temporarily,
in a very public and transpar-
ent transaction, so bothers the
Crooked Democrats that they
insist we pay, TOP DOLLAR,
for the plane." he wrote.

The White House's current
fleet includes two Boeing 747-
200B planes customised for pres-
idential use with special commu-

nications equipment and features
like a stateroom, office and con-
ference room, according to the
US Air Force. The planes have
been in use since 1990 and 1991.

Air Force One planes usually
carry over to other administra-
tions. According to the National
Archives, only the Reagan presi-
dential library has an Air Force
One jet, and it flew seven presi-
dents before being donated.

Qatar is said to be offering
a version of a Boeing 747-8, a
much newer model that ABC
News reports has been upgraded
into a "flying palace".
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MKO Abiola Sports Complex to host international
football matches, says NFF President

he President of the Nige-

I ria Football Federation
(NFF), Alhaji Ibrahim

Musa Gusau has disclosed that
Nigeria’s senior female football
team, the Super Falcons, will
play the Indomitable Lioness-
es of Cameroon in an inter-
national friendly match at the
newly renovated MKO Abiola

Sports Complex, Abeokuta, on
May 31st and June 3rd.

The NFF boss also stated
that the Sports Complex would
host Burkina Faso, Cote d’'Ivo-
ire, Niger, Togo, Benin, Ghana,
and Nigeria in a West Africa
Football Union (WAFU) Un-
der-17 Championship in Sep-
tember 2025.

Alhaji Gusau made this
known when he led other exec-
utive members of the NFF on a
courtesy call to the Ogun State
Governor, Prince Dapo Abio-
dun, in Abeokuta on Sunday.

“We are organizing a friendly
match for our senior female na-
tional team, the Super Falcons,
against the Indomitable Lioness-

JTUWONLO

es of Cameroon, which will take
place at the end of this month.

“We have arranged two-leg-
ged matches; the first leg will be
played on May 31st, and the sec-
ond will be played on June 3rd.

“So, we plan to play the first
match on May 31st at Remo
Stars Stadium, and the second
match will be played in Abeo-
kuta, so the match on June 3rd
will be held at the MKO Abiola
Sports Complex.

As the acting President of
WAFU B, I have tried to se-
cure the hosting rights for the
Under-17 qualifications from
WAFU B, which will consist of
about seven countries: Burkina
Faso, Cote d’'Ivoire, Niger, Togo,
Benin, Ghana, and Nigeria.

“We secured the hosting
rights, and I informed them that
we are going to host it in Ogun
State,” he said.

Gusau also noted that the fed-
eration under his leadership had
been able to sanitize the Nigeria
Professional Football League.

“When we came on board,
everybody knew you could not
talk about the Nigeria Premier
League because nobody could
tell you when the league would

start or when it would end.

“But we made a promise to
ensure we do what is right, and
we must do our best to make
sure that the Nigeria Premier
League aligns with other leagues
around the world, and by this
season, we were able to achieve
that,” he said.

In his remarks, Governor
Abiodun appreciated the man-
agement of the NFF for restruc-
turing and repositioning the
Premier League, which he said
now occupies its pride of place
among premier leagues all over
the world.

Governor Abiodun also stat-
ed that his administration is
working towards developing a
sports economy in the state, say-
ing that all hands are on deck to
ensure that the National Sports
Festival becomes a reference
point in hosting festivals in the
country.

The Governor also praised
Remo Stars Football Club for
lifting the Nigeria Professional
Football League trophy, not-
ing that it had been over twen-
ty years since a football club
from the state or the Southwest
achieved such a feat.

“We will build an economy
around sports, and I want to thank
you for supporting us in that. Be-
sides that fact, we are going to host
the All African Under-18 and
Under-20 athletics in July, which
will take place here because of the
facilities we now have.

“You have also announced
that there will be a few matches
played here, and we are very ex-
cited about that. This will help us
strengthen the sports economy
that we have begun to ensure we
sustain this stadium that we have
built;” he said.

The Governor also pledged
the support of his administra-
tion towards ensuring that the
state-owned team reclaims its
place of pride among the comity
of football teams in the country.

“As a government, I want to
pledge that we will do everything
to support sports, particularly
football. Our Gateway Football
Club—whatever it is that we are
going to do, whichever way—we
will invest.

“Because they say charity be-
gins at home, we couldn’t have
made such an investment and
then they will not win the Pre-
mier League;” he said.

PSG’s Moroccan international Hakimi named top
African player in French league

he Atlas Lions of Mo-
Trocco and PSG defender
Achraf Hakimi has been
voted the top African player in
the French league after helping
his club win a record-extend-
ing 13th Ligue 1 title and reach
the Champions League final.
The 26-year-old Moroccan
right back won the the Marc-
Vivien Foe award ahead of
Nice forward Evann Guessand,
from Ivory Coast, and Senega-
lese midfielder Habib Diarra,

who plays for Strasbourg.

The prize is named after the
late Foe, the popular Cameroon
player and two-time African
champion who collapsed and
died on a field in France in 2003
while playing for his country.

Hakimi, regarded as one
of the best right-backs in the
world, scored last week as PSG
defeated Arsenal 2-1 in the
second leg of their Champions
League semifinal.

He is the second defender to

win the award after Congolese
player Chancel Mbemba in
2023.

Gabonese international
Pierre-Emerick  Aubameyang
won the honor in 2024 in the
colours of Olympique Marseille.

PSG is hoping for its first-ev-
er treble this season. In addi-
tion to the Champions League
final against Inter Milan on
May 31, the club from the cap-
ital faces Reims in the French
Cup final.

HAKIMI

NSC advances vision of Nigeria as a global sporting hub, as
international gymnastics course holds in Abuja

r I Yhe National Sports Com-
mission (NSC) contin-
ues to make significant

strides in positioning Nigeria

into a global sporting hub, as
the ongoing 2025/2028 Interna-
tional Gymnastics Federation

(FIG) Men’s Artistic Gymnas-

tics (MAG) Judges Course takes

center stage in Abuja.

Running from May 10th
to 14th, 2025, the prestigious
FIG MAG International Judges
Course has drawn participants
from across the continent — in-
cluding Algeria, Egypt, Came-
roon, South Africa, and host na-
tion Nigeria — under the expert

guidance of Russia’s Dimitri An-
dreev, a respected FIG official.

The course aims to develop
high-caliber gymnastics judg-
es, laying the groundwork for a
brighter future for the sport in
Africa.

Under the leadership of Chair-
man Mallam Shehu Dikko and
Director General Hon. Bukola
Olopade, the NSC has tasked
national sports federations with
raising the bar in local talent
discovery and international rel-
evance — a challenge they are
meeting with renewed vigor.

Commending the Nige-
ria  Gymnastics Federation

for its exceptional hosting of
the event, the NSC noted that
such achievements are part of a
broader national strategy to at-
tract international sports events
and foster capacity development.
“This course is yet another
step in our mission to make Ni-
geria a preferred destination for
international sporting activities,”
said DG, Hon. Bukola Olopade.
Nigerias credentials as a re-
gional sports powerhouse con-
tinues to grow. Earlier in the year,
Nigeria hosted the ECOWAS Af-
rican Wrestling Championship
with 11 countries participating
in celebration of ECOWASSs 50th

anniversary. Similarly, in late
2024, Nigeria hosted the 2nd Af-
rican Military Games — “AMGA
Abuja 2024” — further solidi-
fying its leadership in African
sports diplomacy.

A number of Nigerian sports
Federation presidents are also
gaining traction in global sports
governance. Francis Orbih (bad-
minton), Daniel Igali (wrestling)
and Prince kelvin Erhunmwunse
(gymnastics) have recently se-
cured influential international
appointments in their respective
international sports federation
bodies, while more are poised to
follow in this footstep.

Gov. Abiodun lauds NPFL

for harmonised calendar

gun State Governor,
Prince Dapo Abiodun
is excited with develop-

ments in the Nigeria Premier
Football League (NPFL) which
he said has been able to establish
a pattern for its calendar.

Abiodun spoke while receiv-
ing a delegation from the Nigeria
Football Federation (NFF) led
by the President, Ibrahim Gu-
sau and Chairman of the NPFL,
Hon. Gbenga Elegbeleye. They
were in Abeokuta to felicitate the
Governor following the official
presentation of the 2024/25 NPFL
season trophy to Remo Stars.

The Governor said it is com-
mendable that the NPFL season
has been adjusted to run parallel to
most global leagues which are con-
cluded before the month of June.

"While the champions, our
own Remo Stars from Ogun
State was crowned on Sunday,

P
y

Wie.

there is just one more game
to conclude the season which
means the season will be shut-
ting down this May just as will
be the case with most Europe-
an leagues. This is commend-
able", remarked Abiodun who
was in Ikenne for the elaborate
trophy presentation ceremony.

He also lauded the NPFL
Board led by Elegbeleye for
organising a hitchfree season
that produced a champion
without rancor.

"It is to the credit of the NPFL
Board led by my brother, Eleg-
beleye that we had this beautiful
trophy celebrations today with
all stakeholders united in agree-
ment that we have a worthy win-
ner in Remo Stars", the Governor
told his guests which also had in
attendance, some NFF Board
members including Ganiyu, Ai-
sha Falode and Silas Agara.
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NWFL Super Six: Remo Stars Ladies pip naija ratels,
set up blockbuster clash with Bayelsa Queens

emo Stars Ladies have
continued their blister-
ing form at the 2024-25

NWEL Premiership Super Six
Playoffs, edging Naija Ratels
1-0 in a gritty Game of Day 2
encounter in Ikenne.

Bolaji Olamide’s 14th-min-
ute strike proved decisive as
the Ogun-based side held firm
to secure back-to-back vic-
tories and climb to six points
from two matches.

Though Naija Ratels reg-

istered more shots overall—
eight off target and none on
target—the Remo Stars Ladies
were more clinical and better
organized.

Key match stats highlight
the intensity: Remo Ladies had
5 shots on target to Ratels’ zero,
10 fouls to Ratels’ 14, and a yel-
low card count of 2-0. Goal-
keeper saves also told the story,
with Remo’s keeper enjoying a
quiet afternoon while Ratels’
shot-stopper was forced into

four crucial saves.

With this result, Remo Stars
Ladies now top the standings,
setting the stage for a high-
stakes showdown against fel-
low unbeaten side Bayelsa
Queens on Wednesday, Game
Day 3.

The Prosperity Girls, also
coming off a strong start, will
be looking to halt the Remo
momentum in what promises
to be a blockbuster clash in the
race for the NWFL crown.

Egypt 2025: Nigeria is first African country
to qualify for 2025 FIFA U20 World Cup
finals as Flying Eagles beat Senegal

wo-time runners-up Ni-
I geria have again booked
their ticket to the FIFA
U20 World Cup finals after
edging out Cup holders Sene-
gal from the CAF U20 Cup of
Nations in Egypt on Monday.
In the event, the Flying Ea-
gles hearkened to the charge
by NFF General Secretary, Dr
Mohammed Sanusi on Satur-
day, for the team to play with
a different spirit and character.
A battling encounter at the
Suez Canal Authority Stadium in
Ismailia finished scoreless even
after extra time, and the encoun-
ter had to be settled after penalty
shootout in Egypt’s third city.
Goalkeeper Ebenezer Har-

court turned out to be the hero,
punching over vicious shot by
the dangerous Ibrahima Dieng
in the the 54th minute, and then
saving two kicks in the shootout
before Ousmane Konate blasted
his kick against the sticks to hand
victory to the Flying Eagles.

An intense opening stage in
sunny Ismailia soon gave way to
back-and-forth, and the defend-
ing champions came close in the
27th minute when Harcourt in-
advertently dropped the ball but
Dieng failed to find gold. Fifteen
minutes later, the Lion Cubs again
broke forward, but Dieng’s header
saw the ball kiss the upright.

Nigeria largely controlled pro-
ceedings in the last quarter-hour,

with Divine Oliseh, Kparobo Ar-
ierhi and substitute Precious Ben-
jamin all missing good chances.

In extra time, substitute Tahir
Maigana rattled Senegal goal-
keeper Mouhamed = Sissokho
with a great shot from distance,
and Israel Ayuma’s heaved effort
from a free-kick on the left forced
Sissokho to backtrack quickly
and punch the ball over the bar.

After substitute Pierre Diatta
Dorivals first kick in the shootout
was saved by Harcourt and Pre-
cious Benjamin scored, Nigeria
rose to the ascendancy, and won
after further goals by Emmanuel
Chukwu and Israel Ayuma, while
the Senegalese could only score
one of their four kicks.

he Brazilian Football
TFederation has named
Carlo Ancelotti new
manager of its national team.
The 65-year-old Italian who
leaves Real Madrid later this
month, has agreed a deal with
the BFF and is due to begin his
role on May 26.
His final match in charge of
Madrid will be at home to Real

Sociedad the previous week-
end, concluding the La Liga
season.

Mirror reports that Ance-
lotti will wave goodbye to the
Bernabeu after a trophy-laden
second spell which so far in-
cludes two Champions League
crowns and two Spanish titles.

Having returned to Madrid
in 2021, the former Chelsea

ANCELOTTI

and Everton boss still had one
year left on his contract but club
chiefs have agreed to part ways
after a disappointing season.
Real have been dominat-
ed by arch rivals Barcelona
this season, with Sunday’s 4-3
defeat all but securing Hansi
FlicK’s team the league title.
That was their fourth loss to
Barca this season, two of which
were in domestic cup finals. An-
celotti will be replaced by Bayer
Leverkusen manager Xabi Alon-
so, who's already confirmed to
be leaving his current position.
Brazilian businessman Diego
Fernandes has brokered the deal
on behalf the Brazilian Foot-
ball Confederation (CBF) after
months of speculation.
Ancelotti becomes the first
foreigner to manage the five-
time World Cup winners, who
sacked Dorival Junior in March
amid their World Cup qualify-
ing campaign.

UEFA drops referee Szymon Marciniak from
Champions League final after Barca complaint

EFA has decided not
to assign Polish ref-
eree Szymon Marcin-

iak to the 2025 Champions
League final, despite being the
frontrunner for the role.

This decision follows his
contentious performance in
the Inter vs Barcelona semifi-

nal second leg, where several
of his calls sparked major con-
troversy.

Barcelona had  expressed
frustration over key decisions,
including a penalty conceded
and two potential spot-kick inci-
dents that were not awarded.

The team's concerns were fur-

ther amplified by Pedri's com-
plaint to UEFA, requesting an
investigation into Marciniak's
performance.

Instead, the UEFA Referees
Committee has appointed Ro-
mania's Istvan Kovacs to offici-
ate the Champions League final
between Paris and Inter.

Alonso poised to take over at Real Madrid as Anceloti leaves

ormer Spain midfielder
FXabi Alonso is set to be-
come the next Real Madrid
manager on a three-year deal
when he leaves Bayer Leverkus-
en after this season, Spanish me-
dia reported on Monday.
Alonso, 43, is expected to
replace current Real boss Carlo
Ancelotti, who is being lined
up for the vacant Brazil job
ahead of the 2026 World Cup,
soccer sources told Reuters.
Despite the Italian having a
year remaining on his contract,
Reals underwhelming season
and his desire to coach Brazil
have led to a mutual agreement
to part ways, the sources added.
Alonso, who said earlier

this month that he was leaving
Leverkusen after guiding them
to the double last term, will
join Real before the inaugural
Club World Cup in the United
States from June 14 to July 14,
multiple media reports said.

Alonso, who also played for
Liverpool and Bayern Munich,
last season steered Leverkusen
to their first Bundesliga title,
ending the Bavarians’ 11-year
domination, and they also won
the German Cup and German
Super Cup.

Reports of Ancelotti’s likely
departure come as no surprise
after Real’s 4-3 defeat at Barce-
lona in a thrilling ‘El Clasico’
on Sunday left his side on the

brink of a trophyless season.
The 65-year-old Italian, who
returned for a second stint at
Real in June 2021, led the Span-
ish giants to two Champions
League and LaLiga doubles, the
latest of which came last season.

ALONSO
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