
Court orders Sowore’s lawyer to kneel

Commission (NUPRC), made 
the remarks on Monday after 
appearing before the Senate 
Committee on Upstream Pe-
troleum for screening.

The committee is chaired by 
Senator Eteng Williams.

Speaking with journalists af-
ter the screening exercise, Abe 
described the ongoing conflict 
involving the United States, Is-
rael and Iran as a global crisis 

with far-reaching economic 
consequences for oil-produc-
ing nations.

According to him, although 
the tensions have contributed 
to rising energy prices across 
the world, they also present an 
opportunity for oil-producing 
countries such as Nigeria to 
strengthen their position in the 
global market.

He explained that Nigeria 

must respond strategically by 
expanding its crude oil pro-
duction capacity and attracting 
more investment into the up-
stream petroleum sector.

Abe noted that the impact of 
the crisis is already being felt 
domestically through higher 
fuel and energy costs.

However, he stressed that the 
country must adopt what he de-
scribed as a “careful balancing 

ABUJA

Drama unfolded at the 
Federal High Court in 
Abuja on Monday as Jus-

tice Mohammed Umar threat-
ened to commit Mr Marshall 
Abubakar, lead counsel to the 
publisher of Sahara Reporters, 
Omoyele Sowore, for contempt 
following a heated courtroom 
exchange during proceedings in 
Sowore’s ongoing trial.

The judge’s warning came af-
ter Abubakar repeatedly raised 
his voice while addressing the 
court, prompting Justice Umar 

to order him to step forward 
and kneel down in open court.

The tense moment was even-
tually diffused when lawyers 
present in the courtroom, led by 
prosecuting counsel Akinlolu 
Kehinde, SAN, quickly inter-
vened and pleaded with the judge 
to temper justice with mercy.

Sowore is being prosecut-
ed by the Department of State 
Services (DSS) over allega-
tions that he made false claims 
against President Bola Tinubu.

The confrontation occurred 
shortly after Abubakar conclud-
ed the cross-examination of the 

prosecution’s only witness, Mr 
Cyril Nosike, a DSS official.

Following the cross-exami-
nation, Kehinde informed the 
court that the prosecution had 
closed its case and urged the 
court to direct the defence to 
open its case.

Responding, Abubakar said 
the defence intended to file a 
no-case submission and sug-
gested that the matter be ad-
journed until July.

The prosecuting counsel im-
mediately opposed the request, 
arguing that it was part of what 
he described as dilatory tactics 

Warns of contempt during heated Abuja trial

Middle East crisis offers Nigeria oil revenue opportunity —Abe
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Senate Committee on Petroleum Resources screening:
L–R: Senator Philip Aduda; Chairman-designate of the Nigeria Upstream Petroleum Regulatory Commission (NUPRC), Senator 
Magnus Abe; and Special Adviser to the President on Senate Matters, Senator Basheer Lado, during Senate Committee on 
Petroleum Resources screening of the Chairman and Non-Executive commissioners of the NUPRC Board at the National Assembly, 
Abuja, yesterday. 	 Photo: Omoye Aminu.
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by the defence aimed at fur-
ther delaying the proceedings. 
He proposed that the case be 
heard on a day-to-day basis.

Justice Umar observed that 
while the prosecution had been 
swift in presenting its case, the 
defence had spent four days 
cross-examining a single witness.

The judge ruled that hear-
ing the matter on a daily basis 
would not be feasible and con-
sequently adjourned the case 
until April 13 for the adoption 
of final written addresses on the 
anticipated no-case submission.

Abubakar appeared dissatisfied 
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Caroline Ameh
ABUJA

The Chairman of the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission 

(INEC), Prof. Joash Amupi-
tan, SAN, on Monday declared 
that credible elections remain 
critical to Nigeria’s national 
security and the stability of its 
democratic system.

Amupitan made the assertion 
while receiving the Executive 
Committee of the Alumni Asso-
ciation of the National Institute 
for Security Studies (AANIS) 
during a courtesy visit to the 
INEC headquarters in Abuja.

The delegation was led by 
the President of the associa-
tion, Mike Ejiofor.

Addressing the security ex-
perts, the INEC chairman em-
phasised the strong relation-
ship between effective security 
management and the integrity 
of the electoral process, stress-
ing that transparent elections 

Credible polls key to nat'l security, 
democracy —INEC Chairman
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act” in navigating the situation.
“If Nigeria strengthens its 

production capacity and po-
sitions itself properly in the 
international oil market, the 
country can increase revenue 
from crude oil sales,” he said.

Abe added that global dis-
ruptions in oil supply often 
create openings for producers 
that are able to scale up pro-
duction quickly and meet in-

are fundamental to national 
peace and democratic stability.

He noted that the theme of 
AANIS’s forthcoming second 
annual lecture, “Credible Elec-
tion and National Security in 
Nigeria,” reflects the urgent 
need to strengthen the link be-
tween electoral credibility and 
national security.

“The theme is timely and 
significant because it under-
scores the crucial connection 
between transparent electoral 
processes and a stable demo-
cratic system,” Amupitan said.

He stressed that Nigeria’s 
electoral process must be 
protected through sustained 
cooperation among security 
agencies, policymakers and 
other stakeholders in order to 
guarantee fairness, transparen-
cy and safety during elections.

According to him, credible 
elections not only reinforce 
public confidence in govern-

Caroline Ameh
ABUJA

Former Senator Magnus 
Abe has said Nigeria 
could turn the ongoing 

tensions in the Middle East 
into an economic opportunity 
by increasing crude oil produc-
tion and expanding exports to 
boost national revenue.

Abe, who is President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu’s nominee for 
Chairman of the Nigerian Up-
stream Petroleum Regulatory 

ternational demand.
He therefore urged policy-

makers to prioritise invest-
ments that would improve Ni-
geria’s production output and 
ensure the country maximises 
its advantage in the evolving 
global energy landscape.

President Tinubu had in Jan-
uary nominated Abe as chair-

Reacting sharply, Justice Umar 
warned that he would not tolerate 
such conduct in his courtroom.

“If you shout in this court 
again, I will commit you for 
contempt. In fact, come here! 
Come and kneel down here!” 
the judge said, pointing to a 
spot in front of the courtroom.

The situation threatened to 
escalate further before several 
lawyers stood up to plead with 
the court to forgive Abubakar.

While the appeals were on-
going, Justice Umar announced 

with the date fixed by the court.
While Sowore, speaking from 

the witness box, attempted to 
explain how the adjourned date 
might affect the primaries of his 
political party, his lawyer simul-
taneously began addressing the 
court, raising his voice and de-
claring that his client was deter-
mined to wrest political power 
from President Tinubu.

“This court belongs to all of 
us. This court is not for some 
people alone. It belongs to all 
of us,” Abubakar shouted.

The judge repeatedly instruct-
ed the lawyer to lower his voice, 
but the warnings were ignored.



LAGOS

Rice farmers have wel-
comed President Bola 
Tinubu’s directive for 

the distribution of rice to Nige-
rians observing the Ramadan 
and Lenten seasons, but urged 
the Federal Government to 
adopt sustainable measures to 
address food security.

The farmers made the call in 

separate interviews on Monday 
in Lagos.

President Tinubu had direct-
ed the Renewed Hope Ambas-
sadors to distribute rice across 
the 36 states of the federation 
and the Federal Capital Territo-
ry as part of support for citizens 
observing Ramadan and Lent.

The Governor of Imo State 
and Director-General of the Re-
newed Hope Ambassadors, Sen-

ABUJA

Stakeholders in Nigeria’s 
renewable energy sector 
have launched a training 

programme aimed at equipping 
young Nigerians with skills re-
quired to participate in the coun-
try’s emerging green economy.

The initiative, known as 
the Africa Policy Dialogues 
(APDs) Renewable Energy 
Digital Media Fellowship, is 
being implemented by Advo-
cacy for Policy and Innova-

man of the NUPRC and for-
warded his name to the Senate 
for confirmation alongside two 
other nominees to serve on the 
boards of the commission and 
the Nigerian Midstream and 
Downstream Petroleum Regu-
latory Authority as non-execu-

tive commissioners.
Abe represented Rivers 

South East Senatorial District 
in the Senate for two terms and 
previously served on the board 
of the Nigerian National Petro-
leum Corporation.

He currently serves as Chair-
man of the National Agency 
for the Great Green Wall.

ance but also reduce tensions 
that could threaten national 
stability.

Amupitan commended 
the AANIS for its efforts in 
strengthening the capacity of 
security professionals and pro-
moting discussions on critical 
national issues.

He noted that such initi-
atives play a vital role in en-
hancing Nigeria’s preparedness 
to address emerging threats 
capable of undermining dem-
ocratic development.

The INEC chairman reaf-

the adjournment of the case 
to April 13 for the adoption of 
written addresses and subse-
quently rose for the day.

Earlier in the proceedings, 
the prosecution had raised 
concerns that Sowore brought 
a recording device into the 
courtroom dock.

Kehinde informed the court 
that the defendant appeared to 
be in possession of a recording 
gadget and urged the court to 

ABUJA

The Centre for School 
Health Education and 
Environmental Hygiene 

(CSHEEH) on Monday marked 
the 2026 World Oral Health 
Day with a major awareness 
campaign for pupils in Abuja.

The event took place at LEA 
Primary and Junior Secondary 
School, Sabon-Lugbe, in col-
laboration with the Nigerian 
Dental Association (NDA), 
Federal Capital Territory chap-
ter, with support from Unilever 
and other partners.

Executive Director of 
CSHEEH, Dr Folasade Mo-
moh, said the programme was 
designed to promote oral hy-
giene awareness among pupils 
and encourage the adoption of 
healthy habits.

She explained that World 
Oral Health Day, celebrated an-
nually on March 20, is aimed at 
raising global awareness about 
the importance of oral health.

According to her, the 2026 

Jude Ehebha
IRRUA

The Josemaria Escriva 
Foundation (JOSEF), 
with support from the TY 

Danjuma Foundation, has com-
menced a training programme 
for primary school teachers in 
Esan West and Esan Central 
Local Government Areas of Edo 
State aimed at strengthening 
teaching capacity and improving 
education standards.

The 2026 training pro-
gramme was formally flagged 
off at Akho Primary School in 
Irrua, Esan Central Local Gov-
ernment Area.

Chief Responsibility Officer 
of the Josemaria Escriva Foun-
dation, Dr Jude Obasanmi, dis-
closed that the project targets 
300 teachers as well as 10 Learn-
ing and Development Officers/
Master Trainers (LDOs/MTs).

Obasanmi explained that 
each year, 60 teachers and 10 
LDOs drawn from 20 public 
primary schools would partic-
ipate in the programme.

He noted that the initiative 
focuses on improving classroom 
effectiveness, equipping teach-
ers with stress and time man-
agement skills and promoting 
healthy mental health practices.

According to him, the 

Foundations train Edo teachers to boost classroom 
effectiveness
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Teachers for Effective Service 
Delivery Project (TSEP) will 
run from 2023 to 2027.

He added that by 2025, a total 
of 180 teachers had already ben-
efited from the programme.

“After each training session, 
participating teachers are ex-
pected to cascade the knowl-
edge gained to other teachers 
in their respective schools,” 

strengthening teachers was 
central to building a resilient 
and effective education system.

She added that the training 
programme was designed not 
only to enhance teachers’ profes-
sional performance but also to 
improve their overall well-being.

“In Edo State, we are proud of 
our partnership with the Joséma-
ria Escriva Foundation, which 

has delivered impactful pro-
grammes since 2018,” she said.

She listed some of the initi-
atives to include girl-child re-
tention projects, the Teachers 
for Effective Service Delivery 
programme that trained over 
100 teachers and the Learn-at-
Home initiative which support-
ed more than 1,200 pupils dur-
ing the COVID-19 lockdown.

Obasanmi said.
In her remarks, Ms Tomi Ajayi, 

State Officer of the TY Danjuma 
Foundation, described the organ-
isation as a private philanthropic 
body committed to improving 
the quality of life of Nigerians 
through support for education, 
community health and income 
generation initiatives.

Ajayi emphasised that 

firmed the commission’s com-
mitment to conducting free, 
fair and credible elections 
across the country.

He stressed that the success 
of any electoral process de-
pends largely on the availabil-
ity of a secure environment in 
which voters, electoral officials 
and other stakeholders can 
freely participate.

Amupitan expressed opti-
mism that the forthcoming lec-
ture organised by the associa-
tion would deepen dialogue and 
promote stronger collaboration 
between electoral authorities 
and security institutions.

order that it be confiscated.
Sowore, however, denied 

the allegation when the judge 
allowed him to respond, insist-
ing that he only had his eye-
glasses, a power bank and his 
phone with him.

Justice Umar recalled that 
the court had earlier directed 
that the defendant should not 
bring any gadget with him into 
the dock.

The judge therefore ordered 
Sowore to hand over the items 
to his lawyers, which he did 

through a court official before 
the items were transferred to 
his counsel.

Earlier at the start of pro-
ceedings, Abubakar told the 
court that he had only learnt 
of the sitting shortly before the 
session began.

He explained that he was 
appearing in another court and 
had come without the case file.

He subsequently applied for 
a stand-down until 12:30 p.m. 
to enable him to retrieve the 
file from his office.

Although the prosecution 
objected, describing the re-
quest as another attempt to de-
lay the trial, the judge granted 
the application.

When the court reconvened 
shortly before 1 p.m., Abubakar 
proceeded to cross-examine the 
DSS witness for about two hours.

During the cross-examina-
tion, the defence lawyer tendered 
several newspaper publications 
in evidence, some of which were 
handed to the witness to read 
aloud before the court.

theme, “A Happy Mouth is a 
Happy Life,” highlights the 
strong connection between 
oral hygiene and overall health 
and well-being.

Momoh urged pupils to 
brush their teeth at least twice 
daily, stressing that maintain-
ing a clean mouth is essential 
for good health.

She added that proper oral hy-
giene helps prevent dental caries 
and gum diseases and may also 
reduce the risk of chronic condi-
tions such as heart disease, dia-
betes and certain cancers.

She said dental professionals 
would educate pupils on oral 
hygiene practices and demon-
strate correct brushing tech-
niques during the programme.

Dental screening was also con-
ducted for both pupils and staff, 
while those diagnosed with den-
tal conditions would be referred 
for further medical treatment.

Momoh added that tooth-
brushes, toothpaste and ed-
ucational materials would be 
distributed to participants.

ator Hope Uzodimma, disclosed 
the initiative in a statement.

According to him, the pro-
gramme is intended to promote 
national unity and demonstrate 
compassion during a period of 
deep spiritual significance for 
Muslims and Christians.

Reacting to the directive, 
Acting Chairman of the All 
Farmers Association of Nigeria 
(AFAN), Lagos State chapter, 
Mr Sakin Agbayewa, described 
the initiative as a welcome de-
velopment but warned that it 

offered only temporary relief.
“If the government wants 

to cushion the cycle of hunger 
during the Ramadan and Lent-
en period through the distri-
bution of rice, it is a welcome 
development.

“But it is only a short-term 
solution. What about the long-
term strategy?” he said.

Agbayewa stressed the need 
for policies that would create 
an enabling environment for 
agriculture to thrive and effec-
tively tackle hunger.

tion in collaboration with the 
House Committee on Renewa-
ble Energy and the INCLUDE 
Knowledge Platform.

Mr Aniebiet Obot, Monitor-
ing, Evaluation and Learning 
Consultant and Project Co-
ordinator, disclosed this in an 
interview in Abuja.

Obot explained that the pro-
gramme forms part of a two-
phased, 12-week fellowship 
designed to expand access to 
green economy jobs for young 
Nigerians.

According to him, 22 youths 
were selected for the pilot 
phase of the programme.

He said the fellowship be-
gan with a two-week intensive 
training aimed at strengthen-
ing participants’ core compe-
tencies in digital media and 
communication within the re-
newable energy sector.

Participants received train-
ing in areas such as digital me-
dia fundamentals for renewable 
energy communication, CV 
writing, the use of artificial in-

telligence in content creation, 
visual design and blogging.

The training was facilitated 
by experts including Abra Dan-
gnan, Esther Maikano, Victoria 
Manya, Chinenye Kalu Chima, 
Paul Ezeani and Aniebiet Obot.

Obot noted that the pro-
gramme adopted a Technical 
Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) approach 
with practical, hands-on learn-
ing methods designed to equip 
participants with job-ready 
digital media skills.

flag-off:
Dr. Jude Obasanmi, Chief Responsibility Officer, Josemaria Escriva Foundation, addressing participants, during the flag-off of a training programme 
for primary school teachers in Esan Central and Esan West Local Government Areas of Edo State, organised by the Josemaria Escriva Foundation 
and the TY Danjuma Foundation in Irrua, Edo State.
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As witness confirms no direct interview with Emefiele

latter’s visit:
Chief of Defence Intelligence (CDI), Lt.-Gen. Emmanuel Akomaye-Parker (L), with Chairman, Nigerian Legion, Morenike Grace-Henry, during the 
latter’s visit to the CDI Office in Abuja.
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EFCC arraigns ex-convict for N12m laundering

UBTH slashes dental treatment cost by 50% as 
CMD flags off World Oral Health Day campaign

Accommodation: Delta govt approves 18 
hostels for 9 State tertiary institutions

based on documents and state-
ments of suspects arrested dur-
ing investigations. 

He confirmed that Emefiele 
was neither a signatory, direc-
tor, nor shareholder of Archite-
kon Nigeria Limited. 

He further stated that he 
never visited the CBN Gov-

BENIN CITY

The Chief Medical Direc-
tor of University of Be-
nin Teaching Hospital 

(UBTH), Idia Ize-Iyamu, on 
Monday flagged off activities 
marking the 2026 celebration 
of World Oral Health Day 2026 
with the announcement of a 50 
percent reduction in the cost of 
selected dental treatments for 
patients.

The initiative, which forms 
part of efforts to promote oral 
health awareness and improve 
access to dental care, will run 
from March 16 to March 19 at 
the UBTH Dental Clinic.

Speaking at the flag-off cere-

mony, Prof. Ize-Iyamu said the 
hospital decided to introduce 
the discounted services to en-
courage more Nigerians to pay 
closer attention to their oral 
hygiene and take advantage of 
professional dental care.

She explained that patients 
visiting the dental clinic dur-
ing the four-day exercise would 
enjoy reduced charges on a 
number of essential procedures, 
including scaling and polishing, 
tooth extractions, glass iono-
mer cement (GIC) restorations 
and dental radiographs.

According to her, the ini-
tiative is part of the hospital’s 
contribution to the global ob-
servance of World Oral Health 

ASABA

The Delta State Govern-
ment has approved the 
construction of male and 

female hostel blocks across nine 
state-owned tertiary institu-
tions in a major move aimed at 
tackling the growing accommo-
dation crisis faced by students.

The State Commissioner 
for Higher Education, Pro-
fessor Nyerhovwo Tonukari, 
disclosed this while briefing 
journalists at the end of the 
State Executive Council meet-
ing presided over by Governor 
Sheriff Oborevwori.

Tonukari described the deci-
sion as a significant relief for stu-
dents and their parents, stressing 
that the increasing student popu-
lation in the state’s tertiary institu-
tions has made hostel accommo-
dation a pressing challenge.

According to him, statis-
tics presented during the con-
vocation ceremonies of the 
state’s three newly established 
universities showed that the 
institutions alone currently 
have about 40,000 students, a 
development that has placed 
enormous pressure on availa-
ble accommodation facilities.

He explained that Delta State 
University (DELSU), Abraka, 
presently has more than 35,000 
students, while its existing hos-
tel facilities can accommodate 
only about 2,000 students.

4 feared dead, 4 sustain fractures as truck hits commercial bus
LAGOS

A tragic road accident 
on the Lekki–Epe Ex-
pressway in Ajah, Lagos 

State, on Sunday morning left 
four passengers feared dead and 
four others seriously injured af-
ter an articulated truck crashed 
into a commercial minibus.

The accident, which occurred 
around 10 a.m., involved a Su-
zuki commercial bus popularly 
called “Korope” and a truck that 
reportedly lost its brakes while 
travelling at high speed.

Eyewitness accounts indicated 

that the truck driver lost control 
of the vehicle, which then crossed 
to the opposite side of the ex-
pressway and slammed into the 
oncoming passenger bus.

The crash left the minibus se-
verely damaged, trapping several 
passengers inside the wreckage.

Confirming the incident, the 
Director of Public Affairs and 
Public Enlightenment of the 
Lagos State Traffic Management 
Authority (LASTMA), Adebayo 
Taofiq, stated that the crash in-
volved a truck with registration 
number KNN 313 YL and the 
commercial minibus.

He said four male occupants 
of the bus died instantly from the 
impact, while four other passen-
gers—two men and two women 
sustained serious leg fractures.

According to him, the in-
jured victims were rescued 
from the wreckage and imme-
diately taken to a nearby hospi-
tal for urgent medical care.

The remains of the deceased 
were later evacuated from the 
crash site and deposited at the 
Shency Hospital morgue by a 
Federal Road Safety Corps am-
bulance.

Eyewitnesses further dis-

closed that other motorists and 
passers-by joined police officers 
from the Elemoro Division and 
officials of LASTMA to rescue 
trapped victims before emer-
gency responders arrived.

However, the truck driver 
and his assistant reportedly fled 
the scene shortly after the acci-
dent, making it impossible for 
authorities to apprehend them.

Traffic along the Lekki–Epe 
Expressway was temporarily 
disrupted as emergency teams 
worked to clear the wreckage 
and restore normal movement 
on the busy highway.

IKEJA

The Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC) on Mon-

day arraigned former convict, 
Adekola Oluokun for allegedly 
laundering N12 million.

Oluokun was arraigned on 
a one-count amended charge 
of money laundering, contrary 
to Section 330 of the Criminal 
Laws of Lagos State, 2011, to 
which he pleaded guilty. Fol-
lowing his plea, EFCC counsel, 
Muhammed Bashir requested 
a date to review the facts of the 
case and sentencing, while also 
praying that the defendant be re-
manded in a correctional centre.

The commission alleged 
that Oluokun, with others still 
at large, sometime in 2025 in 
Lagos, concealed and convert-
ed N12 million paid into his 
account through Point of Sale 
(POS) agents. 

The sum reportedly formed 
part of N3.9 billion stolen from 
accounts at a new-generation 
bank through unauthorised ac-
cess and fraudulent activities on 
its mobile banking platform.

Justice Rahman Oshodi ad-
journed the case until March 
17 for review of facts and 
sentencing and ordered that 
Oluokun be remanded in a 
correctional centre.

Oluokun was previously con-
victed on July 23, 2020, by Justice 

Joyce Abdulmalik of the Federal 
High Court, Ibadan, Oyo State. 

He was sentenced to 20 
years’ imprisonment for de-
frauding a Taiwanese national 
of $22,300 following prosecu-
tion by the EFCC Ibadan Zon-
al Directorate. 

The Ibadan office had pros-
ecuted him on a six-count 
amended charge, which in-
cluded obtaining money by 
false pretence.

Meanwhile, in the trial of a 
former Central Bank of Nige-
ria (CBN) Governor, Godwin 
Emefiele, a prosecution wit-
ness, David Jaiyeoba, admit-
ted that he did not personally 
interrogate Emefiele during 
EFCC investigations.

Emefiele faces charges of 
criminal breach of trust, forgery, 
abuse of office, conspiracy to 
obtain by false pretence, and ob-
taining money by false pretence 
while serving as CBN governor. 

The EFCC alleged that he 
obtained by false pretence the 
sum of $6,230,000, purportedly 
meant for international election 
observers for the 2023 general 
election, and conferred cor-
rupt advantages on two com-
panies—April 1616 Nigeria Ltd 
and Architekon Nigeria Ltd. 

The former CBN governor 
pleaded not guilty.

Jaiyeoba, the 12th prosecu-
tion witness (PW12), told the 
court that EFCC findings were 

tee in the CBN that vets and 
handles the binding process 
of contracts but could not re-
call the committee’s name. He 
confirmed that his team con-
ducted interviews with officers 
involved, while the Abuja team 
interacted with officials due 
to proximity. When asked if 
Emefiele was a member of the 
Major Contract Tender Com-

mittee, Jaiyeoba replied, “I can-
not remember.”

During cross-examination 
by Matthew Burkaa SAN, 
counsel to Emefiele, Jaiyeoba 
maintained that he understood 
the CBN procurement process, 
but admitted he was not a staff 
member and could not defini-
tively say who ensures a com-
pany is qualified for a contract.

Day and its commitment to 
preventive healthcare.

“This show of love and 
this show of strength is very 
heart-warming, and I am de-
lighted to be in your midst today 
as you are about to flag off your 
walk for awareness,” the CMD 
said while expressing support 
for the activities organised by 
dental health professionals.

She stressed that oral health 
remains a vital component of 
overall well-being, noting that 
increased awareness and early 
treatment of dental conditions 
would help prevent serious 
complications.

The global oral health cam-
paign, observed annually on 

March 20, is organised by den-
tal professionals worldwide to 
highlight the importance of 
good oral hygiene and access 
to dental services.

This year’s celebration, 
themed “A Happy Mouth is a 
Happy Life,” aims to encourage 
individuals, families and com-
munities to adopt better oral 
health practices and seek time-
ly dental care.

As part of the programme, 
dental professionals and health 
advocates are also expected 
to embark on awareness cam-
paigns and community en-
gagements to educate the pub-
lic on proper oral hygiene and 
preventive dental care.

ernor’s residence, the alleged 
“Architekon” renovation site, 
or other project locations, 
and that EFCC’s findings on 
the renovation were based on 
statements provided by the 
company’s director.

The witness also noted 
awareness of the commit-

The commissioner added 
that the newer universities have 
even fewer hostel spaces, capa-
ble of housing only a few hun-
dred students, thereby worsen-
ing the accommodation deficit.

To address the situation, To-
nukari said the State Executive 
Council approved the construc-
tion of two hostel blocks—one 
for male students and one for fe-
male students in each of the nine 
state-owned tertiary institutions.

He noted that the initiative 
forms part of Governor Oborev-
wori’s efforts to significantly re-
duce accommodation shortages 
and improve the learning envi-
ronment across the institutions.

Tonukari also revealed that 
the council approved the recon-
struction and completion of the 
abandoned Senate Building at 
Delta State University, Abraka.

According to him, the pro-
ject was originally awarded in 
2010 but had remained un-
completed for several years be-
fore the latest intervention by 
the state government.

“Today, that building has 
been approved for reconstruc-
tion and completion, which is 
very good news for the univer-
sity,” he said.

Also speaking, the State Com-
missioner for Housing, Hon. 
Godknows Angele, assured that 
the Ministry of Housing would 
ensure effective supervision of 
the approved projects.
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UNICEF, FG train journalists on ethical reporting of children
Declaring the workshop 

open, Mr Toye Falayi, Assistant 
Director at the Child Rights Bu-
reau of the Federal Ministry of 
Information and National Ori-
entation, said that the training 
was designed to enhance the 
capacity of journalists to report 
children’s issues in ways that pro-
mote and safeguard their rights.

Falayi urged participants to ac-
tively engage in the sessions and 
take full advantage of the training 
to ensure that the objectives of 
the programme were achieved.

“I want to commend 
UNICEF for this very impor-
tant collaboration aimed at 
protecting the rights of chil-

AKURE

Security agencies in Ondo 
State on Monday staged a 
coordinated show of force 

across major parts of the state 
as part of renewed efforts to 
combat kidnapping and other 
criminal activities.

The operation involved 
personnel of the Nigeria Po-
lice Force, Nigerian Army, 
Department of State Servic-
es, Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps and the Ondo 
State Security Network Agency 
(Amotekun Corps).

The Commissioner of Police 
in the state, Mr Adebowale La-
wal, who spoke with journalists 
during the exercise in Akure, 
said the operation was de-
signed to reassure residents and 
demonstrate the strong collabo-
ration among security agencies.

“We are implementing a co-
ordinated joint show of force in-
volving the military, police, civil 
defence and the DSS to demon-
strate to the good people of Ondo 
State that security agencies are 
fully in control,” Lawal said.

He noted that the exercise 
became necessary following 

recent pockets of security inci-
dents, particularly in commu-
nities within the Akure North 
axis of the state.

The police chief added that 
the operation was also part of se-
curity preparations ahead of the 
forthcoming Sallah celebrations.

Also speaking, the Com-
mander of the Amotekun Corps 
in the state, Mr Adetunji Adel-
eye, said the security agencies 
had resolved to intensify oper-
ations to eliminate all forms of 
criminal activity in the state.

According to him, the per-
sonnel would patrol urban 
centres and extend operations 
into remote areas and forested 
locations suspected to be hide-
outs for criminals.

“This is going to be a contin-
uous exercise. We will comb the 
metropolis and also move into 
the forests and other difficult 
terrains to ensure that criminal 
elements are completely flushed 
out,” Adeleye said.

He disclosed that the next phase 
of the operation, code-named “Le 
Won Jade," would involve exten-
sive forest patrols aimed at driving 
kidnappers and other criminals 
away from the state.

CALABAR

The Nigerian Navy has 
handed over two sus-
pected military impostors 

to the Nigeria Police Force in 
Cross River State after they were 
arrested for allegedly posing as 
naval officers and parading fake 
identification documents.

The suspects were appre-
hended on March 10 by per-
sonnel of Nigerian Navy Ship 
VICTORY (NNS VICTORY) 
while dressed in military cam-

ouflage and carrying what were 
later discovered to be forged 
military identity cards.

Spokesman of the naval 
ship, Lt.-Cdr. Suleiman Bala, 
disclosed this in a statement 
issued to journalists in Calabar 
on Monday.

Bala explained that prelimi-
nary investigation revealed that 
one of the suspects had been 
impersonating a Navy lieutenant 
while the second claimed to be a 
midshipman in the service.

According to him, the two 

suspects falsely claimed they 
were attached to Nigerian Navy 
Ship SAGBAMA when ques-
tioned by naval authorities.

“Further investigation led to 
the recovery of additional mil-
itary-related items from them, 
including a jungle hat and a pair 
of military boots,” Bala said.

He added that during inter-
rogation, the suspects admitted 
that the camouflage vest, jungle 
hat and boots were purchased 
from open markets, while the 
identity cards were produced 

INEC seeks massive voter education 
ahead of 2027 general elections

Security agencies launch 
massive show of force 
against kidnappers in OndoNavy hands over fake officers to police in C'River

UYO

The Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) has called for 

intensified voter education na-
tionwide as preparations grad-
ually begin for Nigeria’s 2027 
general elections.

The Resident Electoral 
Commissioner in Akwa Ibom 
State, Mr Obo Effanga, made 
the call on Monday in Uyo dur-
ing a meeting with members of 
the Directorate of Politics and 
Governance (DPG) of the Re-
deemed Christian Church of 
God (RCCG), Region 57.

Effanga said religious organ-
isations and other civil society 
groups have a critical role to 
play in shaping public opin-
ion and mobilising citizens to 
participate responsibly in the 
democratic process.

According to him, effective 
voter education by grassroots 
institutions will strengthen 
democratic participation and 
contribute significantly to the 
conduct of peaceful and cred-
ible elections.

“We are working with a very 
tight election schedule and we 
need stakeholders to help sen-

children in news reports.
According to him, such dis-

closures could expose children to 
danger or subject them to stigma 
within their communities.

Nimyel therefore called on 
journalists to uphold profes-

sionalism and ethical stand-
ards in reporting children’s 
issues, warning that irrespon-
sible reportage could have se-
rious consequences and lasting 
negative social effects on af-
fected children.

GOMBE

The United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), 
in collaboration with 

the Federal Ministry of Infor-
mation and National Orienta-
tion, on Monday commenced 
a training programme for jour-
nalists on the ethics of report-
ing issues concerning children.

The two-day workshop, 
which is being held in Gombe, 
brought together journalists 
from the North-Central and 
North-East regions with the 
aim of strengthening child 
protection through responsible 
and ethical media reporting.

sitise the public on election 
procedures,” Effanga said.

“We urge religious organi-
sations and other communi-
ty-based groups to educate their 
members and encourage them 
to conduct themselves in ways 
that promote peaceful, credible 
and transparent elections.”

The REC disclosed that the 
commission would soon com-
mence a revalidation exercise 
of the national voter register to 
determine the actual number 
of eligible voters in the country 
ahead of the next electoral cycle.

He stressed that accurate 
voter data is essential for effec-
tive planning and the success-
ful conduct of elections across 
the federation.

Earlier, the Coordinator of 
the DPG, RCCG Region 57, 
Prof. Udeme Udofia, said the 
visit was aimed at strengthen-
ing collaboration between the 
church and INEC.

Udofia explained that the 
Directorate of Politics and 
Governance was created with-
in the church structure to pro-
vide members with political 
education on governance pro-
cesses, civic responsibility and 
voter participation.

dren through responsible re-
portage of their issues,” he said.

One of the facilitators, Dr 
Geoffrey Njoku, in his pres-
entation titled, “Privacy, Dig-
nity and Protection of Identity: 
Consent and Parental Approv-
al,” stressed the need for jour-
nalists to avoid sensationalism 
when reporting on children.

He advised media practition-
ers to always prioritise the safe-
ty and well-being of children 
in their reports, warning that 
careless coverage could expose 
them to trauma and other long-
term psychological effects.

Another facilitator, Dr Jide 
Johnson, who spoke on the top-

ic “Media as Protector or Viola-
tor,” emphasised that the media 
had a crucial responsibility to 
safeguard children through re-
sponsible journalism.

Johnson urged journalists 
to exercise caution when con-
ducting interviews involving 
children or publishing reports 
about them, noting that im-
proper reporting could dam-
age their reputation and future.

Also speaking, veteran 
broadcaster Mr Nansel Nimy-
el, in his presentation on “Re-
sponsibilities of Print and 
Electronic Media,” cautioned 
journalists against revealing 
the identities or locations of 

News

I, formerly known as ESTHER ONYEBUCHI 
JOSEPH, now wish to be known and 
address as ONYEBUCHI ESTHER 
ONWORDI, and my correct date of birth 
is 7/4/2001 and not 7/4/2000 as may 
appeared on some my documents. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Concerned authorities and general public 
please take note.

The general public is hereby notified that 
BERNARD CHINEDU and BENARD CHINEDU 
EZEKIEL, are one and the same person 
as appeared on some of my documents. 
Henceforth, I wish to be known and address 
as BENARD CHINEDU EZEKIEL. All former 
documents remain valid. Concerned authorities 
and general public please take note.

CHANGE OF NAME CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME/DATE OF BIRTH ADDITION OF MIDDLE NAME/
CORRECTION OF SURNAME

ADDITION OF MIDDLE NAME

REMOVAL/RE-ARRANGEMENT OF NAME CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known as MISS FELICIA 
EGBE ENAHORO, now wish to 
be known and address as MRS 
FELICIA EGBE OZIEGBE. All former 
documents remain valid. Concerned 
authorities and general public 
please take note.

I, formerly known as MISS ENOMA 
ERONMWON MARIAN, now wish 
to be known and address as MRS. 
IRORERE ERONMWON MARIAN. 
All former documents remain valid 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as IYOHA QUEEN 
ELIZABETH ENIYE, now wish to be 
known and address as IYOHA ENIYE 
QUEEN. All former documents remain 
valid. Concerned authorities and 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as CHARLES 
ROSEMARY, now wish to be 
known and addressed as DICKSON 
OSAYOMWANBOR. All former 
documents remain valid. Concerned 
authorities and general public please 
take note.

I, formerly known as SUNNY 
EkHATOR, now wish to be known 
and address as SUNNY EKHATOR 
EHIME. All former documents 
remain valid. Concerned authorities 
and general public please take 
note.

briefing newsmen:
Minister of Works, David Umahi (L), briefing newsmen on the outcome of the construction of road projects across the country in Abuja recently. 
With him is the Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Works, Mr Rafiu Adeladan.

by them in an attempt to legiti-
mise their impersonation.

Bala said the suspects had 
now been formally handed 
over to the Criminal Investiga-
tion Department of the police 
in Cross River for further in-
vestigation and possible pros-
ecution.

According to him, the action 
was in line with established 
procedures aimed at curbing 
impersonation and safeguard-
ing the integrity of the armed 
forces.

The Navy reiterated its 
warning to members of the 
public against impersonating 
military personnel or using 
military accoutrements unlaw-
fully, stressing that such acts 
constitute serious offences un-
der Nigerian law.
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Train derailment on Abuja–Kaduna 
line injures passengers, NRC confirms
ABUJA

Several passengers sustained 
injuries on Monday after a 
train operating on the Abu-

ja–Kaduna rail corridor derailed, 
the Nigerian Railway Corpora-
tion (NRC) has confirmed.

In a statement issued by the 
Managing Director of the corpo-
ration, Dr Kayode Opeifa, the in-
cident occurred at about 10:30 a.m. 
near Asham and involved a rear 
locomotive and a passenger coach.

Opeifa said preliminary find-
ings indicated that the derail-

ment occurred after the rear lo-
comotive made contact with the 
coach immediately behind it due 
to a coupling problem.

“Some passengers sustained 
injuries and were promptly at-
tended to and taken to a near-
by medical facility for proper 
medical care. No fatalities were 
recorded,” he stated.

He added that emergency re-
sponse procedures were imme-
diately activated, while relevant 
technical teams were deployed to 
the scene to address the situation.

According to him, officials of 

Expert urges Nigeria to boost local military 
production amid rising defence spending

NAS demands merit-based appointments, opposes non-experts heading research institutes

Oyo moves against illegal 
mining, engages operators on 
responsible practices

Sallah: FRSC warns motorists 
against speeding, reckless driving

the Safety Investigation Bureau 
(SIB) were also at the site to con-
duct a comprehensive investiga-
tion into the incident in line with 
established safety protocols.

Opeifa further disclosed that 
despite the incident, the train 
eventually arrived at the Idu Sta-
tion at about 10:39 a.m., about 38 
minutes behind schedule, after the 
affected rear locomotive and the 
passenger coach marked SP 0006 
were removed from the track.

He reassured the public that 
passenger safety remained the 
corporation’s top priority.

“The Corporation assures 
the public that safety remains 
its top priority, and all neces-
sary measures are being taken 
to address the situation and 
ensure the continued safe op-
eration of train services.

“Further details will be com-
municated as more information 
becomes available,” he said.

The Abuja–Kaduna railway 
corridor is one of the coun-
try’s busiest rail routes, linking 
the Federal Capital Territory 
with Kaduna State and serving 
thousands of passengers daily.

KADUNA

A defence and security ex-
pert, Dr Zulaykhah Aile-
ru, has urged the Federal 

Government to prioritise local 
military production in order 
to reduce Nigeria’s heavy de-
pendence on imported defence 
equipment and strengthen the 
nation’s security capability.

Aileru, a Public Safety and 
Certified Protection Profession-
al, made the call on Monday in 
Abuja while analysing Nigeria’s 

defence spending and its impli-
cations for national security.

She noted that Nigeria’s de-
fence expenditure had risen 
sharply in recent years, reach-
ing about 4.47 billion dollars in 
2021 at the height of intensified 
counter-insurgency operations 
across parts of the country.

According to her, the Feder-
al Government also allocated 
about ₦4.9 trillion to defence 
and security in the 2025 na-
tional budget, underscoring 
the strategic importance of na-

LAGOS

The The Nigerian Acade-
my of Science (NAS) has 
called for a review of re-

cent appointments of non-tech-
nocrats and non-specialists as 
chief executives of research in-
stitutes and science-based agen-
cies in the country.

The academy made the de-
mand in a statement jointly 
signed by its President, Prof 
Abubakar Sambo, and the Public 
Affairs Secretary, Prof Chinedum 

Babalola, on Monday in Lagos.
According to the academy, 

appointments to leadership 
positions in research institutes 
should be entrusted only to 
individuals with appropriate 
technical expertise, strong re-
search credentials and proven 
capacity to advance national 
scientific and innovation goals.

NAS recommended that 
such appointments be reversed 
where necessary to ensure that 
competent professionals lead 
critical scientific institutions.

The academy also empha-
sised that the appointment of 
chairmen and external mem-
bers of governing councils of 
universities and research insti-
tutions should strictly follow 
merit-based principles.

It said preference should be 
given to individuals with rele-
vant academic qualifications and 
demonstrable experience in the 
governance and administration 
of tertiary institutions to ensure 
effective oversight, institutional 
stability and credibility.

The academy further expressed 
concern over what it described as 
irregularities in the appointment 
of vice-chancellors in some uni-
versities in recent times.

“NAS emphasises the need 
for due process in appoint-
ments within universities and 
research institutions, as well 
as strict adherence to standard 
operating procedures, to mini-
mise controversies and ensure 
that decisions are merit-based, 
sustainable and credible,” the 
statement said.

IBADAN

The Oyo State Govern-
ment has intensified 
efforts to curb illegal 

mining activities by engaging 
miners operating within the 
state to promote responsible 
mining practices.

The initiative is being driven 
by the Oyo State Mineral De-
velopment Agency (OYSMI-
DA) as part of measures aimed 
at strengthening regulation 
and ensuring sustainable min-
ing operations.

In a statement issued on 
Monday in Ibadan by the 
Commissioner for Informa-
tion and Civic Orientation, Mr 
Dotun Oyelade, the engage-
ment was designed to ensure 
effective implementation of 
the Community Development 
Agreement (CDA).

The CDA is a framework 
intended to promote peaceful 
coexistence between mining 
operators and host commu-
nities while encouraging sus-
tainable development in areas 
where mineral resources are 
being exploited.

According to the statement, 
the Director-General of OYS-
MIDA, Mr Abiodun Oni, 
raised concerns about security 
challenges in mining commu-

NASARAWA

The Federal Road Safety 
Corps (FRSC) has called 
on motorists and other 

road users to drive responsibly 
and obey traffic regulations in 
order to reduce road crashes 
during the Sallah festive peri-
od.

The Corps Marshal of the 
FRSC, Malam Shehu Moham-
med, gave the advice on Mon-
day during a Sallah Mega Rally 
held at the Sani Abacha Park in 
Mararaba, Nasarawa State.

Mohammed, who was repre-
sented by the Acting Corps Pub-
lic Education Officer (ACPEO), 
Felicia Kalu, said road crashes 
often increase during festive sea-
sons because many drivers fail to 
comply with basic traffic rules.

According to him, accidents 
recorded during such periods 
are not caused by mysterious 
factors but by the behaviour of 
road users.

“It is not about magic or an-
ything; it is about how we use 
the road. When drivers obey 
simple traffic rules and main-
tain their vehicles properly, 
there will be fewer road traffic 
crashes,” he said.

He advised motorists em-
barking on long-distance jour-
neys to ensure they were well 
rested and that their vehicles 
were in good condition before 
travelling.

The corps marshal also warned 

against using vehicles that had 
been parked for long periods 
without proper servicing.

“Some people park their 
vehicles for a long time with-
out servicing them and then 
suddenly decide to travel with 
them. While we pray to God 
for safety, we must also do our 
part by ensuring our vehicles 
are roadworthy.

“Drivers should check their 
tyres, ensure vehicle compo-
nents are functioning properly 
and avoid distractions while 
driving,” he said.

Mohammed further cautioned 
motorists against accepting pack-
ages for delivery along travel 
routes, noting that such actions 
could distract drivers and in-
crease the risk of accidents.

He also urged passengers 
to play active roles in ensur-
ing road safety by speaking up 
whenever drivers engaged in 
reckless behaviour.

“If your driver is over-speed-
ing, driving dangerously or 
overtaking recklessly, question 
him. If he refuses to listen, 
calmly wait until you see the 
next traffic stop and report the 
driver to any road safety offi-
cial on duty,” he advised.

Mohammed explained that 
Sani Abacha Park in Mararaba 
was selected for the rally be-
cause it served as a major tran-
sit point for travellers heading 
to the northern part of the 
country during festive periods.

tional security.
Despite the increasing fund-

ing, she observed that Nigeria still 
depended heavily on imported 
military platforms, technologies 
and maintenance systems.

Aileru stressed that sustain-
able national security required 
more than procurement of 
weapons and equipment from 
foreign countries.

She argued that Nigeria must 
develop the capacity to design, 
manufacture, maintain and up-
grade defence systems locally.

According to her, building 
a strong domestic defence in-
dustry would not only enhance 
national security sovereignty but 
would also stimulate techno-
logical advancement, industrial 
growth and local job creation.

She added that investment 
in defence industrialization 
would enable Nigeria to retain 
critical technical knowledge 
within its borders while reduc-
ing long-term operational and 
maintenance costs associated 
with foreign military hardware.

3rd Matriculation ceremony:
Vice Chancellor, Margaret Lawrence University, Prof. Ernest Izevbigie; former Executive Secretary, National Universities Commission, Prof. 
Abubakar Rasheed; founder of the School, Mr Paul Odili and Justice of the Court of Appeal, Justice Peter Affen, during the 3rd Matriculation cer-
emony of Margaret Lawrence University in Abuja on Monday.

nities during a meeting with 
stakeholders held on Saturday 
in Ibadan.

Oni said the state govern-
ment was placing high priority 
on tackling illegal exploitation 
of mineral resources.

He emphasised the need for 
stronger collaboration among 
miners, host communities and 
government agencies in order 
to create a safe, orderly and sus-
tainable mining environment.

“The engagement provid-
ed an opportunity to sensitise 
miners and other stakeholders 
on their roles and responsibili-
ties in implementing the Com-
munity Development Agree-
ment and complying with the 
Executive Order guiding min-
eral development activities in 
Oyo State,” Oni said.

The director-general also ex-
pressed concern over conflicts 
that had occasionally arisen 
between miners and residents 
of host communities.

He urged all stakeholders to 
maintain peace and order in 
areas where mining operations 
were taking place.

According to him, a clear 
understanding of roles and 
responsibilities by all parties 
involved would help create a 
more sustainable and produc-
tive mining sector in the state.
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ABUJA

The Nigeria Police Force 
has pledged to conduct 
a thorough forensic in-

vestigation into the shooting 
incident in Osun State that re-
sulted in the death of a civilian, 
assuring the public that justice 
will be served.

Force Public Relations Of-
ficer, DCP Anthony Placid, gave 
the assurance in a statement is-
sued on Monday in Abuja.

Placid said the police were 
aware of the growing public in-
terest surrounding the incident, 
including a recent statement 
issued by the Nigeria Customs 

Service (NCS) regarding the 
unfortunate shooting.

According to him, while the 
police recognise the statutory 
responsibilities of the NCS in 
anti-smuggling operations, the 
protection of human life remains 
the highest priority of the state.

He disclosed that the In-
spector-General of Police had 
taken note of the Customs 
Service’s call for a harmonised 
investigation into the incident.

“The Inspector-General of 
Police has noted the NCS’s call 
for a harmonised investigation. 
To this end, the Nigeria Police 
Force assures its sister agency 
and the public that the investi-

gation will be conducted with 
the highest level of forensic dil-
igence,” Placid said.

He added that suspects ar-
rested in connection with the 
shooting would remain in police 
custody pending the outcome of 
a transparent investigation.

Placid further disclosed that 
exhibits recovered from the sus-
pects, including a Beretta pistol 
with Breech Number 125024 and 
other 9mm ballistic materials, 
were currently undergoing spe-
cialised forensic examination.

According to him, the process 
is aimed at synchronising the 
physical evidence with the op-
erational Rules of Engagement 

Bandit attacks: Sokoto community denies mass exodus 
as troops reinforce security

fully repelled the attackers 
and subsequently reassured 

Police assure forensic probe into fatal Osun shooting
guiding security operations.

The police spokesman 
stressed that the Nigeria Police 
Force and the Nigeria Cus-
toms Service have maintained 
a strong professional relation-
ship over the years.

He therefore cautioned the 
public against interpreting the 
incident as a conflict between 
the two agencies.

Placid emphasised that the 
matter was being treated strict-
ly as an issue of individual pro-
fessional accountability.

“The Nigeria Police Force and 
the Nigeria Customs Service 
remain united in the pursuit of 
justice for the deceased,” he said.

APC hails Sanwo-Olu over revival of monthly environmental sanitation

Rising temperatures threaten health, food security —Climate expert warns

LAGOS

The All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) in Lagos 
State has commended 

Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu 
for reintroducing the monthly 
environmental sanitation exer-
cise across the state.

The party’s spokesman, Mr 
Seye Oladejo, gave the commen-
dation in a statement issued on 
Monday, describing the decision 
as a proactive measure aimed at 

safeguarding public health and 
improving environmental clean-
liness in the state.

Oladejo said the policy reflects 
responsible governance and a 
commitment to strengthening 
community participation in main-
taining a healthy and liveable city.

“This step is a clear demonstra-
tion of responsible and responsive 
governance aimed at safeguarding 
public health, promoting environ-
mental cleanliness, and strength-
ening community participation in 

maintaining a liveable city,” he said.
According to him, Lagos, 

being one of Africa’s fast-
est-growing and most vibrant 
megacities, requires sustained 
collective commitment to en-
vironmental sustainability.

He noted that the reintro-
duction of the sanitation exer-
cise underscores the determi-
nation of the state government 
to uphold high standards of 
environmental management 
while encouraging residents to 

take responsibility for their im-
mediate surroundings.

Oladejo recalled that for 
several decades, the monthly 
sanitation exercise had played 
a critical role in promoting a 
culture of cleanliness and civic 
responsibility among residents.

He added that its return 
would help address growing san-
itation challenges while raising 
awareness about proper waste 
disposal, drainage maintenance 
and environmental hygiene.

LAGOS

A climate expert, Mr 
Akinmayowa Shobo, 
has raised alarm over 

rising temperatures across Ni-
geria, warning that the trend 
poses serious threats to public 
health, agriculture and vulner-
able populations.

Shobo, the Programme 

Manager at HEDA Resource 
Centre, made the disclosure in 
an interview with newsmen on 
Monday in Lagos.

He said the warning aligns 
with the 2026 Seasonal Climate 
Prediction released by the Ni-
gerian Meteorological Agency 
(NiMet).

According to him, the 
forecast projects warm-

er-than-normal temperatures 
across most parts of the coun-
try, particularly in northern 
and north-central states.

Shobo noted that states such 
as Borno, Yobe, Adamawa, Ji-
gawa and Sokoto are likely to 
experience daytime temper-
atures ranging between 37°C 
and 43°C during the months of 
March and April.

He explained that unusu-
ally warm nights accompany-
ing the extreme daytime heat 
could worsen heat stress for 
humans, animals and crops.

Citing scientific research, 
the climate expert said ex-
cessive heat can cause hyper-
thermia in livestock, leading 
to damage to vital organs and 
sometimes death.

He also warned that pro-
longed temperatures above 
35°C during maize reproduc-
tion could significantly reduce 
seed formation and crop yields.

Shobo noted that global re-
cords show a consistent warm-
ing trend over the past decade.

“Between 2015 and 2025, 
the World Meteorological Or-
ganisation recorded the warm-

Police foil highway robbery, 
arrest suspect in Oyo
IBADAN

The Oyo State Police 
Command has foiled an 
armed robbery attack 

along the Ogbomoso–Ilorin 
Expressway and arrested one 
suspect following a gun battle 
with the attackers.

The command’s spokesper-
son, DSP Ayanlade Olayinka, 
disclosed this in a statement 
made available to newsmen on 
Monday in Ibadan.

Olayinka said a joint patrol 
team comprising police opera-
tives and local vigilantes inter-
cepted the robbery operation 
at Egbeda Village near Ogbo-
moso.

According to him, the 
armed robbers had mounted a 
roadblock on the highway and 
stopped a tanker loaded with 
diesel driven by Surajudeen 
Sulaiman.

The attackers reportedly dis-
possessed the driver and his mo-
tor boys of their personal belong-
ings before attempting to flee.

“A gun duel later ensued 
between the fleeing hoodlums 
and the police patrol team, 
which enabled one of the sus-
pects, aged 32, to be appre-
hended,” Olayinka said.

He added that other mem-
bers of the gang escaped into 
the surrounding bush with 
suspected bullet wounds.

Following the incident, 
the police and vigilante 
team launched an intensive 
bush-combing operation and 
a manhunt to track down the 
fleeing suspects.

The police spokesman noted 
that the operation demonstrat-
ed the command’s commit-
ment to safeguarding lives and 
property, particularly along 
major highways in the state.

residents during consultations 
aimed at discouraging panic 
relocation.

According to the source, 
many of those who had earlier 

considered leaving the com-
munity later reversed their 
decision after security author-
ities provided assurances about 
safety measures in place.

He added that images cir-
culating on social media likely 
showed only a few residents who 
had earlier relocated before se-
curity reinforcements arrived.

presenting the Pillar of Excellence Award:
Assistant Priest, Holy Trinity Lugbe, Rev. Stanley Okafor (R), presenting the Pillar of Excellence Award to Prof. Chidinma Henrietta Onwubere, dur-
ing the Mother’s Day Celebration at the Diocese of Kubwa (Anglican Communion), Church of the Holy Trinity, Lugbe, Abuja.

SOKOTO

Residents of Bargaja com-
munity in Isa Local Gov-
ernment Area of Sokoto 

State have dismissed reports of 
a mass exodus from the town 
following renewed bandit at-
tacks, insisting that the situ-
ation is not as widespread as 
portrayed in circulating social 
media videos.

A media platform had earli-
er claimed that residents were 
fleeing the community in large 
numbers due to persistent at-
tacks by armed bandits.

However, a resident who 
spoke with newsmen on Monday 
said the relocation was limited 
and had been exaggerated online.

The source, who requested 
anonymity for security rea-
sons, explained that although a 
few residents initially contem-
plated leaving the community 
out of fear, many later changed 
their minds following the de-
ployment of military person-
nel and other security opera-
tives to the area.

“Some people actually 
started relocating when the 
attack occurred, but with the 
presence of army personnel 
and other security operatives, 
many rescinded their deci-
sion,” the resident said.

A public commentator from 
the area, Malam Altine Guyawa, 
confirmed that bandits launched 

an attack on Bargaja community 
on Saturday, prompting concern 
among residents and discussions 
about possible relocation as a 
safety measure.

Guyawa noted that the com-
munity had previously con-
fronted similar attacks with 
the support of local vigilante 
groups, adding that the arriv-
al of security operatives had 
further strengthened local de-
fence efforts.

According to him, residents, 
working with vigilantes, had 
often succeeded in containing 
surprise attacks in the past, 
and the renewed security pres-
ence had restored confidence 
among the people.

Another resident, who also 
requested anonymity, said the 
community had experienced 
sporadic bandit incursions in 
recent times, during which 
security personnel and locals 
confronted the attackers.

He disclosed that casualties 
were recorded on both sides 
during the confrontations, a 
development that heightened 
fears among some residents.

Meanwhile, a security source 
revealed that military troops 
deployed to the area recently en-
gaged a group of bandits who at-
tempted to attack Bargaja village 
and nearby communities within 
Isa Local Government Area.

The source said the army’s 
rapid response team success-

est years on record globally. In 
2025, global temperatures were 
about 1.47°C above pre-indus-
trial levels,” he said.

He identified outdoor work-
ers, elderly persons, young 
children and pregnant women 
as among the most vulnerable 
groups to heatwave impacts.

Low-income earners, he 
added, are also highly exposed 
due to limited access to cooling 
systems and reliable electricity.
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FIDA calls for stronger laws, reforms to tackle GBV
IKEJA

The International Feder-
ation of Women Law-
yers (FIDA) Nigeria 

has called for the continuous 

review and strengthening of 
gender-responsive legislation 
as part of efforts to effectively 
curb Gender-Based Violence 
(GBV) across the country.

The Country Vice President of 

FIDA Nigeria, Mrs Eliana Mar-
tins, made the call on Monday at 
the second Annual Multi-Stake-
holders Dialogue on the Review 
and Implementation of Gen-
der-Responsive Legislations Pre-

EFCC investigator tells court how businessman allegedly 
defrauded oil firm of $75,000

Man arraigned over alleged theft of 4 motorcycles worth N4.4m

Court remands scavenger over alleged N2m CCTV damage, theft

Woman arraigned over alleged 
theft of N1.7m from company

Teenager jailed 18 months for 
stealing door worth N10,000

venting GBV held in Ikeja, Lagos.
Martins explained that the 

dialogue, organised in collab-
oration with state actors from 
the Lagos State Ministry of Jus-
tice and its agencies, was de-

She said the complainant 
paid the defendant a total of 
$75,000 in two instalments to 
facilitate the movement of the 
petroleum products.

“The total amount agreed 
for the project was $100,000, 
out of which the defendant re-
ceived $50,000 in cash and an 
additional $25,000,” the wit-
ness told the court.

She added that although the 
defendant issued receipts for 
the payments, he failed to com-
plete the work as agreed.

“Consequently, the com-
plainant demanded a refund. 
The defendant repaid $25,000, 
leaving an outstanding balance 
of $50,000,” she said.

The EFCC investigator fur-
ther testified that during the 
commission’s investigation, it 
was discovered that the defend-
ant’s company was registered 
with the Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC) but was 
not registered with the Nigerian 
Midstream and Downstream 
Petroleum Regulatory Authori-
ty (NMDPRA), the regulator of 
the petroleum sector.

She also told the court that 
the Nigerian Maritime Admin-
istration and Safety Agency 
(NIMASA) confirmed that the 
vessel MT AYSU was not reg-
istered in Nigeria and was not 
authorised to operate in Nige-
rian waters.

on stealing, impersonation and 
possession of fake currency.

He, however, pleaded not 
guilty to the charges.

The prosecutor, ASP Christian 
Okonofua, told the court that the 
defendant committed the offenc-
es on different dates and at vari-
ous locations across Lagos.

According to him, on Febru-
ary 27 at about 7:00 p.m. at Sabo 
Market in Ikorodu, the defend-

ant allegedly stole a red Bajaj 
Boxer motorcycle with registra-
tion number BGD 348 valued at 
N1.25 million and belonging to 
one Saradeen Sanni.

He further alleged that the 
defendant also stole anoth-
er red Boxer motorcycle val-
ued at N955,000 belonging to 
Muawuya Usman.

Okonofua told the court 
that on May 15, 2025, at about 

4:00 p.m. at the Powerline area, 
the defendant allegedly stole a 
black-coloured TBS motorcy-
cle without a registration num-
ber valued at N850,000 and be-
longing to Masiru Adamu.

He added that on noon at Mile 
12 under the bridge, the defend-
ant allegedly stole another red 
Boxer motorcycle without a reg-
istration number valued at N1.35 
million belonging to Umar Aliru.

ILE-IFE

A 40-year-old sales rep-
resentative, Akinibi 
Tosin, was on Monday 

arraigned before an Ile-Ife Mag-
istrates’ Court in Osun State over 
the alleged theft of N1.7 million 
belonging to her employer.

Tosin is facing a two-count 
charge of stealing and breach 
of trust.

She pleaded not guilty to the 
charges.

The prosecutor, Insp. Odusi-
na Olawole, told the court that 
the offences were allegedly 
committed between January 26 
and March 9, 2026, at Lexican 
Investment Limited located in 
Omole Estate, Ile-Ife.

According to the prosecutor, 
the defendant stole the sum of 
N1,750,465 belonging to the 
company.

JOS

An Area Court in Jos 
on Monday sentenced 
a 19-year-old teenag-

er, Felix Obed, to 18 months 
imprisonment for trespass 
and theft of a door valued at 
N10,000.

The presiding judge, Irene 
Pati, handed down the sen-
tence after the defendant 
pleaded guilty to the offence.

Pati, however, gave the con-
vict an option of a N30,000 fine 
for the theft charge.

She also sentenced him to 
six months imprisonment for 
trespass with an option of a 
N20,000 fine.

The judge ruled that the two 

ILE-IFE

An Ile-Ife Magistrates’ 
Court in Osun State on 
Monday ordered the re-

mand of a 22-year-old scaven-
ger, Jimoh Saai, over the alleged 
burglary of a power facility and 
destruction of a Closed-Circuit 
Television (CCTV) camera val-
ued at N2 million.

Saai, who had no legal rep-

resentation in court, pleaded 
guilty to a four-count charge 
bordering on burglary, forceful 
entry, damage and stealing.

The Magistrate, Mr Abo-
sede Sarumi, ordered that the 
defendant be remanded at the 
Nigerian Correctional Service 
facility in Ile-Ife.

He subsequently adjourned the 
case until March 30 for mention.

Earlier, the prosecutor, Insp. 

Irewole Jimoh, told the court that 
the offences were committed on 
March 11, 2026, at about 1:05 
a.m. at AVIC Farm located in the 
Akinola area of Ipetumodu.

According to the prosecutor, 
the defendant unlawfully burgled 
the electric powerhouse belonging 
to the complainant, DCP Adedeji 
Fola, with the intention of stealing.

He told the court that the 
defendant forcefully entered 

Olawole added that the de-
fendant breached the trust 
reposed in her by the organi-
sation.

He said the offences contra-
vene Sections 383, 390(9) and 
434 of the Criminal Code Laws 
of Osun State, 2002.

Counsel to the defendant, 
Mr Conscience Mume, applied 
for bail in the most liberal 
terms and assured the court 
that his client would not jump 
bail.

Chief Magistrate Abosede 
Sarumi granted the defendant 
bail in the sum of N250,000 
with two sureties in like sum.

Sarumi ruled that the sure-
ties must swear to an affidavit 
of means, present three years’ 
tax clearance and own landed 
property.

The case was adjourned un-
til April 1 for hearing.

sentences would run concur-
rently.

Earlier, the prosecutor, Insp. 
Ijuptil Daniel, told the court 
that the case was reported at 
the “A” Division Police Station 
on February 28 by the com-
plainant, Mr George Zugum-
nan.

Daniel said the defendant 
trespassed into the complain-
ant’s house and stole a door 
valued at N10,000.

He added that during police 
investigation, the defendant 
confessed to committing the 
offence.

According to the prosecu-
tor, the offence contravenes the 
Plateau State Penal Code Law 
of Northern Nigeria, 2017.	

signed to explore the ministry’s 
mandate on law reforms aimed 
at preventing gender-based vi-
olence in the state.

She noted that the dialogue 
was supported by the Ford 
Foundation and implemented 
by the FIDA Ikeja Branch.

According to her, the theme 
of the forum — “Promoting a 
Safer Environment for Women 
and Girls Using the Instrumen-
tality of Gender-Responsive 
Legislation and Policies” — 
underscored the importance of 
legal reforms in addressing the 
growing menace of GBV.

Martins emphasised that 
effective prevention of gen-
der-based violence required not 
only the enforcement of exist-
ing laws but also their continu-
ous review, harmonization and 
strengthening to reflect present 
realities, survivor-centred ap-
proaches and prevention-ori-
ented justice systems.

She recalled that in 2025, FIDA 
Nigeria convened its first annual 
multi-stakeholders dialogue in 
Lagos to assess the implemen-
tation status of gender-sensitive 
legislation and policy frameworks.

According to her, that forum 
examined how social norms, 
cultural practices and religious 
beliefs affect the enforcement 
of such laws at the state level.

“The dialogue provided a 
platform for state actors to in-
terrogate implementation gaps, 
institutional constraints and 
contextual barriers affecting 
the effectiveness of GBV-relat-
ed laws and policies,” she said.

Martins observed that while 
implementation of state legisla-
tion remained critical, the suc-
cess of GBV prevention efforts 
largely depended on the quali-
ty, relevance and coherence of 
legal frameworks.

She pointed out that laws 
addressing gender-based vio-
lence, sexual offences, harmful 
cultural practices and the pro-
tection of women often contain 
gaps or ambiguities that weak-
en their enforcement.

According to her, some of the 
laws do not sufficiently address 
prevention, survivor protection or 
institutional coordination, while 
others are not fully harmonised 
with national legislation and inter-
national human rights standards.

news conference:
L-R: Coordinator, South East Enlightenment Group (SEEG) Ebonyi State, Dr Kenneth Nwankwo; Publicity Secretary, SEEG, Sir Victor Okolo; Group 
Coordinator, SEEG, Dr. Godwin Ifeanyi-Udibe; Director of Research, Planning and Strategy, SEEG, Prof. Ifeanyi Onodugo; National Secretary, SEEG, 
Chief John Nwobodo and Coordinator of SEEG Udenu Local Government Area of Enugu State, Mr Amaechi Ezeugwu, during a news conference 
on 2027 Presidential candidate of South East extraction in Enugu on Monday.

IKEJA

An operative of the Eco-
nomic and Financial 
Crimes Commission 

(EFCC), Mrs Felicia Paul, on 
Monday narrated before an 
Ikeja Special Offences Court 
how a businessman, Peter 
Otomewu, allegedly defraud-
ed a petroleum company of 
$75,000 under false pretences.

Otomewu and his company, 
Pebeto Enerji Ltd., are facing a 
two-count charge of obtaining 
money by false pretences and 
stealing.

Both defendants, however, 

pleaded not guilty to the charges.
Led in evidence by the pros-

ecutor, Mr Spiff Owede, the 
EFCC witness told the court 
that the defendant obtained 
the money by falsely claiming 
he owned a vessel named MT 
AYSU capable of transshipping 
petroleum products from a 
mother vessel.

According to her, Otomewu 
presented himself to the com-
plainant, Virgin Forest Energy 
Ltd., as the owner of the vessel, 
which he claimed would be 
used to move petroleum prod-
ucts from another vessel dur-
ing a transshipment operation.

IKORODU

A28-year-old man, Ibra-
him Babangida, was 
on Monday arraigned 

before an Ikorodu Magistrates’ 
Court in Lagos for allegedly 
stealing four motorcycles val-
ued at N4.4 million.

Babangida, whose residential 
address was not disclosed, is fac-
ing a six-count charge bordering 

the facility and wilfully dam-
aged a CCTV camera valued at 
N2 million.

Jimoh further alleged that 
the defendant stole eight bat-
teries valued at N1.2 million 
as well as a sprayer box worth 
N100,000 from the premises.

He said the offences contra-
vened Sections 383, 390(9), 411, 
412 and 451 of the Criminal 
Code Laws of Osun State, 2002.
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Iranian drone smoke:
Smoke rising from the Fujairah oil industry zone on 14 March, after an Iranian drone was intercepted above the port.

... takes steps to prevent anti-establishment 
protests, Tehran residents say

Iran hits key UAE oil port and Dubai airport

Ecuador deploys 75,000 soldiers 
and police to combat drug gangs

The United Arab Emir-
ates' (UAE) biggest port 
and oil storage facility, 

Fujairah, and Dubai's interna-
tional airport have come under 
further drone attacks as Iran 
continues to target Gulf trans-
port and oil infrastructure.

Flights were temporarily 
suspended on Monday after a 
fire broke out near the airport 
after a "drone-related incident".

A fire also raged after a drone 
attack on the strategically im-
portant port and industrial zone 
at Fujairah, one of the largest oil 
storage facilities in the region.

And a rocket attack on a car 
killed a Palestinian national on 
the outskirts of the UAE capi-
tal, Abu Dhabi, the city's Media 
Office reported.

The attack occurred in the 
Al Bahia area, it said.

UAE air defence systems in-
tercepted six ballistic missiles 
and 21 drones on Monday, the 
Defence Ministry said. Iran has 
launched over 1,900 missiles 
and drones at the UAE since 
the war between the US and 
Israel, and Iran, began.

Monday's drone strike was 
the third incident since the start 
of the war near Dubai's airport, 
which is the world's busiest for 
international passengers.

Some flights were delayed, 
while others were cancelled alto-
gether, in another hit to the UAE's 
image of safety and stability.

The country's energy sector 
came under attack as a drone 
hit an oil storage tanker on 
Saturday, and another drone 
hit the oil facilities on Monday, 
causing a fire.

Oil loading activities at the 

port were halted for a time 
while damage assessments 
were carried out.

Fujairah sits on the UAE's east-
ern coast, on the Gulf of Oman - 
rather than the Persian Gulf - and 
so vessels do not need to navigate 
the Strait of Hormuz to reach it.

The location means the port 
plays a "crucial" role in "helping 
keep global supplies moving" 
when the Strait of Hormuz is 
blocked by Iran, Dubai-based 
Justin Harper, editor of CEO 
Middle East - who regularly 
speaks to Dubai's oil industry 
executives - told the BBC.

"If tensions with Iran disrupt 
the chokepoint, the UAE can 
still export oil through Fujairah 
via pipelines from the oilfields 
in Abu Dhabi," he said.

The port city is "ideally placed 
to bypass the Strait of Hormuz", 

said Dubai-based oil analyst Matt 
Stanley, who works for commod-
ities data provider Kpler.

"The UAE's state oil compa-
ny Adnoc have their oil tankers 
there, it is crude grade oil which 
is what the Asian buyers want."

Iran hitting a storage tanker 
and oil facilities at Fujairah "shows 
the vulnerability of Gulf infra-
structure", Stanley told the BBC.

"Iran wants to disrupt the 
flow of energy".

The port city is close to In-
dia and the "first stop out of the 
Middle East on the way to Sin-
gapore and China", Stanley said.

"Fujairah is on the old Silk 
Road, the maritime route, and 
it picked up a lot of business 
bunkering - that is providing 
fuel, food, water - for container 
ships that have been at sea for 
25 or 30 days."

Iran is taking steps to pre-
vent anti-establishment 
protests, with checkpoints 

appearing across the streets of 
the capital, internet access re-
stricted, and mass text warn-
ings sent to residents.

In Tehran, people have been 
telling the BBC about new se-
curity checkpoints around the 
city, where they say residents 
are stopped and searched.

They have told BBC Persian 
that some checkpoints are po-
sitioned under footbridges and 
inside road tunnels, after re-
ports that several checkpoints 
in the middle of roads had been 
targeted by drone strikes.

A number of Iranian security 
personnel were killed in Israeli 
strikes on four checkpoints 
across Tehran, the hardline 
Fars News Agency reported on 
11 March.

Fars said unofficial counts 
indicated that around 10 mem-
bers of the security forces were 
killed in strikes in four districts 
of the capital.

The Ecuadorean gov-
ernment has deployed 
more than 75,000 po-

lice officers and soldiers to 
four of the country's most vi-
olence-wracked provinces, the 
interior minister says.

The authorities have also 
declared a night-time curfew 
in these areas as part of a "new 
phase" in their "war" on crimi-
nal gangs.

Since coming to office in 
November 2023, President 
Daniel Noboa has tried to quell 
drug-related violence but nev-
ertheless Ecuador registered a 
record murder rate in 2025.

Noboa has also joined a 
US-led alliance of 17 countries 
aimed at fighting criminal car-
tels in the Western Hemisphere.

"We're at war," Ecuadorean 
Interior Minister John Reimberg 
told residents of the provinces of 
El Oro, Guayas, Los Ríos and 
Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas.

"Don't take any risks, don't 
go out, stay at home," he added.

Ecuador's geographical lo-
cation - sandwiched between 
Colombia and Peru, the world's 
largest producers of cocaine - 
has turned it into a key transit 
country for the illicit drug.

Around 70% of the cocaine 
produced in Colombia and 
Peru is estimated to be shipped 
through Ecuador.

Noboa's government has 
been working with the adminis-

Whistleblower murder 
suspect is former elite officer, 
South African police say

Speaking to the BBC, a man 
in his twenties explained his 
strategy for getting through a 
checkpoint, where he said he 
was once stopped and his car 
was searched.

"I started saying things like, 
'Thanks for your hard work,' as 
if they were genuinely putting 
in a lot of effort and I appreci-
ated it," he said.

"I always wear colourful 
clothes. But now I don't," said 
a woman, also in her twenties. 
"I'm scared of their patrols, wor-
ried that if I wear something too 
bright it might annoy them."

Restricted internet hinders 
co-ordination

Another man, also in his 
twenties, sells secure internet 
connections to some people, 
allowing them to bypass the 
government-imposed nation-
wide blackout.

It is still very difficult to con-
tact those inside Iran during 
the internet outage that has 
been in place since the start of 
the war, but tech-savvy resi-

dents have been using SpaceX's 
Starlink devices and sharing 
their connection with others.

Restricting internet access 
not only restricts communi-
cation with the outside world, 
but also limits protesters' abil-
ity to mobilise, plan and com-
municate among each other. 
Encrypted messaging apps 
and platforms often function 
as tools for organising rallies, 
sharing protest locations, and 
circulating calls to action.

When these platforms are 
unavailable, coordination be-
comes far more difficult.

The man selling internet 
connections tells the BBC of his 
fear when a taxi he was travel-
ling in passed through a check-
point in a tunnel in Tehran.

"What I do as a job is con-
sidered a crime in the Islamic 
Republic," he explains. "I was 
really worried, because I had 
my laptop and phone with me."

"Luckily, they didn't search 
the taxi," he says.

Iranian police have arrest-

ed a person in southern Fars 
Province over allegedly setting 
up a network to sell "unfiltered" 
internet via Starlink, accord-
ing to a report by semi-offi-
cial Mehr News Agency on 12 
March.

Deputy Commander of the 
Fars Province Police has said 
that a 37-year-old man who had 
"set up a network across several 
provinces of the country to sell 
unfiltered internet via Starlink 
has been arrested" and added 
that a "Starlink device and relat-
ed equipment were discovered 
at the suspect's hideout".

Using Starlink in Iran carries 
a punishment of up to two years 
in prison and authorities have 
reportedly been searching for 
Starlink dishes to stop people 
from connecting to the internet.

Government spokesperson 
Fatemeh Mohajerani said on 
10 March that the authorities 
were working to restore inter-
net access "for those who can 
broadcast the country's voice 
to the world".

A former member of an 
elite police unit has been 
charged with the murder 

of a whistleblower who testified 
at a major police corruption in-
quiry in South Africa.

Matipandile Sotheni, 41, 
appeared in court accused of 
killing Marius van der Merwe 
in December last year.

Sotheni is accused of shoot-
ing dead Van der Merwe in full 
view of his family in a case that 
caused national outrage. He has 
not commented on the charges.

Van der Merwe, identified 
only as "Witness D" during his 
appearance at the inquiry, known 
as the Madlanga commission, 
had implicated police officials in 
the torture and murder of a rob-
bery suspect in his testimony.

His testimony was seen as 
blowing the lid on the extent 
of police corruption at a local 
level in South Africa and led to 
the suspension of several of the 
officers he had named.

The Madlanga commission 
was established by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa after a senior police 
officer alleged that organised crime 
groups had infiltrated the govern-
ment. This led to the suspension 
of South Africa's Police Minister 
Senzo Mchunu, who has denied 
having any links to criminal gangs.

South Africa's parliament is also 
investigating these allegations.

In addition to Van der Mer-
we, three of the 12 people 

implicated in the robbery sus-
pect's killing have since died. 
Two were shot dead, while one 
killed himself, police say.

The robbery suspect has since 
been identified as Emmanuel 
Mbense, who died in April 2022. 
Van der Merwe said he was ordered 
to dispose of Mbense's body by local 
police chief Julius Mkhwanazi. He 
has since been suspended over the 
accusations, which he denies. No 
arrests have been made in this case.

Sotheni, arrested over the 
weekend, was one of three sus-
pects police had identified in 
Van der Merwe's murder.

Security was tight at the court 
as armed officers escorted Soth-
eni, dressed in all black, into the 
packed courtroom. The former 
officer showed no emotion and 
stared ahead during proceedings.

In contrast, Van der Merwe's 
grieving wife, also dressed in 
black, could be seen wiping away 
tears during the brief hearing.

Van der Merwe's sister, Na-
tasha, told reporters ahead of 
the proceedings that the family 
believed the person who or-
dered his murder was "definite-
ly someone my brother knew".

Police spokesperson Brig 
Athlenda Mathe said Sotheni 
was the alleged hitman while 
another suspect, Wiandre Pre-
torius, was the driver of the car 
used in the drive-by shooting. 
Pretorius is the suspect who 
killed himself.

tration of US President Donald 
Trump to quell the flow of co-
caine from Ecuador to the US.

Last week, the FBI opened 
its first office in the Andean 
country, a move which came 
shortly after the two countries 
launched joint counter-narcot-
ic operations.

Noboa was one of the Lat-
in American leaders to at-
tend an international meet-
ing hosted by Trump in 
Mar-a-Lago, which the US au-
thorities dubbed the "Shield of 
the Americas" summit.

At the summit, Trump 
likened criminal gangs to a 
"cancer" and urged his Latin 
American counterparts to use 
military force to root them out.

"We don't want it spread-
ing," Trump added.

Following the meeting, No-
boa posted a photo on social 
media of himself standing next 
to Trump with the words: "For 
too long, the mafias thought 
that America was their territory. 
That they could cross borders, 
move drugs, guns and [spread] 
violence without consequences. 
Their time has run out."

Since coming to office, 
Noboa has tried to combat 
criminal organisations in his 
country with an iron fist and 
has declared several states of 
emergency but nevertheless 
the murder rate rose by over 
30% between 2024 and 2025.
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duped into fighting:
Charles Ojiambo Mutoka claims his son Oscar was duped into fighting for Russia in Ukraine, and was killed in August.

Russia agrees to stop using Kenyan recruits 
in Ukraine conflict, Kenya says

French national jailed for 10 
years in Azerbaijan for spying

Wary allies show there's no quick 
fix to Trump's Iran crisis

Ten killed in fire at India 
hospital intensive care unit

Ten people have been 
killed after a fire broke 
out in the trauma centre 

of a government hospital in the 
eastern Indian state of Odisha.

All the victims were patients, 
while 11 hospital staff are being 
treated for burns suffered while 
trying to rescue patients, state 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi said.

The fire - suspected to have 
been caused by an electrical 
short circuit - started in the trau-
ma care ICU of SCB Medical 
College and Hospital in Cuttack 
city around 02:30 local time on 
Monday (21:00 GMT Sunday).

Hospital fires are often re-
ported in India, with many 
blamed on electrical faults. 
Last October, six critically ill 
patients were killed in an ICU 
fire in Rajasthan state.

In 2024, a blaze in the neo-
natal ICU of a medical college 
in northern Jhansi city killed 
at least 10 newborn babies. In 
2021, a fire in the ICU of Vijay 
Vallabh hospital in the western 
city of Virar killed 13 patients 
receiving treatment for Cov-
id-19. Another fire in 2021 at a 
newborn care unit in Bhandara 
district in western state Mahar-
ashtra killed 10 infants.

In Odisha, the blaze was 
brought under control after fire 

service personnel rushed to the 
hospital. Patients were moved 
to other departments inside 
the same hospital, officials said.

SCB Medical College and 
Hospital is one of the largest 
government-run medical facil-
ities in Odisha.

Speaking to reporters after 
visiting the hospital, Majhi said 
the fire affected the trauma care 
ICU as well as an adjoining 
ICU and wards.

Majhi said medical staff and 
security personnel "risked their 
lives" during the rescue oper-
ation and some of them were 
injured, adding that the gov-
ernment had directed officials 
to ensure proper treatment for 
those hurt in the incident.

The state government has 
announced financial compen-
sation for the families of the 
victims. Majhi said he has or-
dered a judicial inquiry into 
the incident and said strict 
action would be taken against 
anyone found responsible.

Short circuits are among the 
most common causes of hospi-
tal fires in India. Hospitals are 
particularly vulnerable to fires 
because they contain a lot of 
electrical equipment, oxygen 
systems and patients who often 
cannot be moved quickly dur-
ing emergencies.

Throughout his two 
terms in office, Donald 
Trump hasn't been shy 

to criticise – even to attack – 
Washington's Nato allies.

But his latest suggestion – 
that failing to secure the Strait 
of Hormuz would be "very 
bad for the future of Nato" – 
implies an understanding of 
the alliance's purpose that has 
already raised eyebrows.

"Nato was created as a…defen-
sive alliance," Gen Sir Nick Carter, 
former Chief of the Defence Staff, 
told the BBC on Monday.

"It was not an alliance that 
was designed for one of the 
allies to go on a war of choice 
and then oblige everybody else 
to follow," he said. "I'm not 
sure that's the sort of Nato that 
any of us wanted to belong to."

Coming from a president 
who only two months ago 
was making strident claims to 
Greenland, the sovereign terri-

tory of a fellow Nato member, 
there's more than a little irony 
in his latest remarks.

This perhaps helps to ex-
plain why some responses have 
been fairly blunt.

In Germany, a government 
spokesman said the war with 
Iran "has nothing to do with 
Nato", while the Defence Min-
ister Boris Pistorius seemed 
to pour scorn on the idea that 
Europe's modest navies could 
make a difference.

"What does Trump expect 
from a handful of European 
frigates that the powerful US 
navy cannot do?" he asked.

"This is not our war. We have 
not started it."

But none of this should hide 
the fact that there's now an 
urgent, and growing, need for 
a solution to the crisis in the 
Gulf. Iran's effective blocking 
of the Strait of Hormuz – ex-
cept for a handful of vessels 

carrying its own oil to allies 
like India and China – has left 
western governments scram-
bling to find a solution.

It may be a crisis triggered by 
Donald Trump's decision to go to 
war, but it's one that needs to be 
fixed quickly, before the impacts on 
the global economy get any worse.

But it's already clear that there 
is no quick fix.

At his news conference on 
Monday, Sir Keir Starmer said 
conversations aimed at working 
out a "viable plan" were ongoing 
with the US, European and Gulf 
partners, but that we're "not at 
the point of decisions yet."

The prime minister referred 
to autonomous mine hunting 
systems which he said were al-
ready in the region.

With HMS Middleton, a 
mine countermeasures vessel 
(MCMV) back in Portsmouth 
for major maintenance, this is 
the first time in decades when 

no British mine-clearing ship 
is in the region.

Instead, the Royal Navy is 
expected to offer newly devel-
oped seaborne drones, designed 
to detect and neutralise mines 
without putting crews at risk.

But one of the problems 
Donald Trump is wrestling 
with is that minesweeping, 
once a core function of al-
most all navies, has long since 
ceased to be a top priority.

Tom Sharpe, a former Royal 
Navy commander, said the lat-
est British technologies had yet 
to be tested in combat.

"We're probably going to find 
out in the next few weeks whether 
or not it works," he told the BBC.

Gen Carter said the last time 
western nations carried out a 
major de-mining operation at 
sea was in 1991, after Iraq mined 
the waters off Kuwait to prevent 
an amphibious landing in the 
first Gulf War.

Kenya's foreign minister 
says Russia has agreed to 
stop deploying Kenyan 

nationals to fight in the war in 
Ukraine, after talks in Moscow.

Sitting beside his Russian 
counterpart, Sergei Lavrov, Mu-
salia Mudavadi said both sides 
had agreed that Kenyans would 
no longer be recruited through 
Russia's defence ministry. "They 
will no longer be eligible to be 
enlisted," he said.

Lavrov did not comment on 
the deal and insisted that all 
foreign fighters had joined vol-
untarily ''in full compliance with 
Russian law''.

A Kenyan intelligence report 
in February warned that more 
than 1,000 citizens had been 
recruited to fight for Russia in 
Ukraine.

Some Kenyans have said they 
were lured to fight for Russia 
with promises of well‑paid civil-
ian jobs, only to find themselves 
forced into fighting in Ukraine,

Mudavadi is also seeking the 
repatriation of Kenyans who 
wish to return home.

He last month told the BBC 
that Kenyan authorities had 
closed more than 600 recruit-
ment agencies suspected of dup-
ing Kenyans with promises of 
jobs overseas.

Kenyan lawmakers say rogue 
state officials have been work-
ing with human trafficking net-
works to recruit citizens to fight 
for Russia in Ukraine.

So far 27 Kenyans who had 
been fighting in Russia have been 
repatriated, with authorities pro-
viding psychological care to ad-

A French national has 
been found guilty of 
spying on the military 

in Azerbaijan and sentenced to 
10 years in a maximum securi-
ty prison, state media report.

Martin Ryan was accused in 
December 2023 of spying on 
behalf of Paris and collecting 
secret information about Ba-
ku's military co-operation with 
Turkey and Pakistan.

He was also accused of help-
ing recruit French-speaking 
Azerbaijanis to co-operate with 
French intelligence.

Both France and Ryan have 
repeatedly denied the spying 
allegations.

Ryan was put on trial along-
side an Azerbaijani citizen, 
Azad Mamedli, who was sen-
tenced to 12 years for treason, 
AFP news agency reports.

France previously described 
Ryan's detention as "arbitrary" 
and demanded his immediate 
release.

During his trial, prosecutors 
alleged he had co-operated 
with employees of France's se-
curity services allegedly oper-
ating from the French embassy 
in Baku.

Prosecutors said Ryan had 
gathered information about 
Azerbaijan's relations with 
Turkey, Iran and Pakistan, as 
well as companies linked to 
Russia and China.

Furthermore, Ryan was ac-
cused of recruiting Mamedli 
and arranging for him to meet 
French intelligence agents, who 
allegedly tasked him with re-
cruiting Azerbaijanis and Rus-

sians at a Moscow university 
where he studied.

In Ryan's final statement to 
the court, he denied spying and 
said he had acted unknowingly.

"I consider myself guilty 
only in that I should not have 
established contacts with some 
embassy employees, or that 
I should have shared infor-
mation about them with the 
appropriate authorities," Ryan 
told the court.

"I did not spy. I am not a 
spy, and during the court case 
I tried to prove this."

France has argued that Ryan 
was caught in the cross-fire 
of diplomatic tensions, AFP 
notes.

Relations between the two 
countries soured in recent 
years, centred around France's 
apparent support for Azerbai-
jan's rival Armenia.

In November 2024, Azer-
baijani President Ilham Ali-
yev accused France of alleged 
"crimes" against overseas terri-
tories like New Caledonia, after 
riots broke out on the French 
colony causing the death of 
fourteen people.

"The crimes of France in its 
so-called overseas territories 
would not be complete without 
mentioning the recent human 
rights violations," said Aliyev 
during his speech at COP29 
climate talks in Baku.

"The regime of President 
[Emmanuel] Macron killed 
13 people and wounded 169... 
during legitimate protests by 
the Kanak people in New Cal-
edonia."

dress their trauma and "de-radi-
calise" them, Mudavadi said.

It is not clear how many 
Kenyans have died fighting for 
Russian forces, and Russia has 
not formally addressed such 
reports. Relatives who have ap-
proached the Russian embassy 
in Nairobi for answers report 
being turned away.

Public pressure has also 
grown. In February, families of 
Kenyans believed to be fighting 
in Ukraine held a protest outside 
parliament in Nairobi, calling 
for government action and the 
return of their relatives.

During his visit to Moscow, 
Mudavadi also intends to ne-
gotiate an agreement allowing 
Kenyans easier access to the 
Russian job market.

"We do not want for any 

reason our partnership with 
Russia to be defined from the 
lenses of the special operation 
[in Ukraine] agenda only," he 
said. "The relationship between 
Kenya and Russia is much more 
broader than that."

Ukrainian intelligence assess-
ment estimates that more than 
1,700 people from 36 countries 
in Africa have been recruited to 
fight for Russia.

In February, South Africa 
repatriated 17  citizens who 
said they had been trapped in 
Ukraine's Donbas region after 
being deceived into fighting for 
Russia.

Ukraine has also previously 
come in for criticism for trying 
to recruit foreign nationals, in-
cluding Africans, to fight on its 
side.
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Medical misdiagnosis

A silent threat in Nigeria’s healthcare system
Victor Adeoti (NAN)

Mrs Titiloye Aare’s near-fa-
tal experience with a high 
blood pressure misdiagnosis 

highlights a critical flaw in Nigeria’s 
healthcare system, where medical er-
rors put lives at risk and strain already 
limited resources.

For many patients in Nigeria, a visit 
to the hospital is expected to bring re-
lief and healing.

However, growing cases of medi-
cal misdiagnosis are raising concerns 
among experts and patients alike, as 
wrong diagnoses expose individuals to 
dangerous treatments and life-threat-
ening complications.

Aare recounted how a wrong diag-
nosis at a private hospital in February 
2025 led to medication that caused her 
to lose consciousness and nearly cost 
her life.

She said she was in her shop in 
Osogbo when she suddenly felt dizzy 
and fainted while attending to a cus-
tomer; she was rushed to a nearby pri-
vate hospital, revived, and later diag-
nosed with high blood pressure.

Doctors immediately placed her on 
medication to lower her blood pressure.

However, in April of the same year, 
she experienced another dizzy spell 
and again lost consciousness.

She was rushed to a general hos-
pital, where doctors discovered that 
the medication she had been taking 
had lowered her blood pressure below 
normal levels.

“When I asked the doctor why the med-
ication caused me to faint, he explained 
that it had lowered my blood pressure be-
low the normal range,” she said.

Doctors at the general hospital later 
informed her that she had been wrong-
ly diagnosed at the first hospital.

Doctors later explained that her con-
dition was vasovagal syncope, a medical 
condition caused by a sudden drop in 
heart rate and blood pressure, which re-
duces blood flow to the brain and leads 
to a brief loss of consciousness.

They warned that the continued 
use of medication prescribed to low-
er blood pressure could have severely 
reduced blood flow to her heart and 
brain, potentially resulting in death.

Aare’s experience reflects a growing 
concern about medical misdiagnosis 
in Nigeria.

While some patients survive to 
share their stories, others are not as 
fortunate.

Medical experts say accurate di-
agnosis is the foundation of effective 
healthcare.

When a condition is correctly iden-
tified, appropriate treatment can begin 
promptly, improving recovery and re-
ducing complications.

Yet misdiagnosis—where a patient’s 
illness is wrongly identified or over-
looked—remains a serious but often 
underreported problem in many parts 
of Nigeria.

In some cases, patients receive 
treatment for illnesses such as malaria 
or typhoid when the actual condition 
may be bacterial infections, viral dis-
eases, or chronic conditions.

Misdiagnosis occurs when a health-
care professional incorrectly identifies 

a disease, delays its identification, or 
fails to detect it entirely.

This may result in wrong treatment 
or no treatment at all, often leading to 
prolonged illness, worsening condi-
tions, unnecessary financial costs, and 
sometimes death.

A Consultant Paediatrician at Osun 
State University Teaching Hospital, Dr 
Funmi Adesokan, said many hospitals, 
particularly public ones, lacked the di-
agnostic equipment needed for accu-
rate patient evaluation.

“This leads to delays in diagnosis 
or the inability to make a conclusive 
diagnosis. Public-private partnerships 
may help provide equipment, but im-
proved government funding is essen-
tial,” she said.

Adesokan, however, cautioned that 
isolated mistakes should not define 
the entire healthcare system.

Similarly, a gynaecologist, Dr 
Nurudeen Iyanda, said many hospi-
tals and clinics lacked modern diag-
nostic equipment required for accu-
rate diagnosis.

“Many modern diagnostic tools, 
such as advanced laboratory equip-
ment, imaging machines, and reliable 
testing facilities, are not available in 
many hospitals.

“Without proper equipment, 
healthcare providers often rely on 
symptoms alone, increasing the 
chances of error,” he said.

Dr Adeniyi Fasanu, Chairman of the 

Nigerian Medical Association (NMA) 
in Osun, said misdiagnosis is also fue-
led by a shortage of manpower.

“Many medical professionals have left 
the country due to poor remuneration 
and insecurity, leaving remaining doc-
tors overworked and overstretched.

“The shortage has also created op-
portunities for unqualified individuals 
to operate medical facilities and treat 
unsuspecting patients.

“This is creating havoc in the health 
system,” he said.

Fasanu noted that the WHO rec-
ommends a doctor-to-patient ratio of 
1:600, but in Nigeria one doctor may 
serve up to 2,500 patients.

He added that many government 
hospitals relied on obsolete equipment, 
making it difficult for doctors to prac-
tise effectively, and appealed to the gov-
ernment to prioritise the health sector 
and welfare of medical personnel.

On legal remedies, a lawyer, Mr Al-
bert Akinwale, said victims of wrong 
diagnosis can seek redress in court un-
der Nigerian law.

According to Akinwale, sections 
303 and 343 of the Criminal Code 
provide that any act of negligence that 
endangers life or causes harm could 
attract criminal liability.

He said victims could also rely on 
the law of tort to claim medical neg-
ligence, breach of duty of care, and 
compensation for pain, suffering, and 
financial losses.

“Victims are protected under vari-
ous provisions of Nigerian law, includ-
ing the Criminal Code, Penal Code, 
and civil laws on negligence.

“Sections 15 and 16 of the Medical 
and Dental Practitioners Act provide for 
disciplinary procedures, including warn-
ings, suspension, or striking off a doctor’s 
name from the medical register.

“The Medical and Dental Council 
of Nigeria (MDCN) also has the au-
thority to discipline erring practition-
ers”, he said.

Akinwale urged patients who suspect 
misdiagnosis to seek a second medical 
opinion and explore legal or regulatory 
remedies where harm has occurred.

Public affairs analyst , Mr Olusegun 
Ayanda, said addressing misdiagno-
sis required coordinated efforts from 
government, healthcare institutions, 
and medical professionals.

Ayanda stressed the need for im-
proved diagnostic infrastructure, 
investment in modern laboratories 
and equipment, continuous profes-
sional development programmes for 
healthcare workers, and recruitment 
of more professionals to reduce pa-
tient-to-doctor ratios.

Similarly, the Chief Medical Di-
rector of the Obafemi Awolowo 
University Teaching Hospital Com-
plex (OAUTHC), Ile-Ife, called on 
the Federal Government to increase 
funding for the healthcare sector and 
improve the availability of modern 

medical equipment.
Okeniyi said the sector had long 

suffered from inadequate funding, 
resulting in limited resources for up-
grading equipment, purchasing new 
medical supplies, and maintaining ex-
isting infrastructure.

According to him, the healthcare 
system requires adequate supplies, im-
proved infrastructure, and a compre-
hensive overhaul of the remuneration 
structure for health personnel to align 
with global best practices.

The CMD noted that if indeed 
“health is wealth,” the country must 
invest more in the sector and imple-
ment mandatory continuous profes-
sional development programmes for 
healthcare workers to keep them up-
dated with the latest medical knowl-
edge and best practices.

Medical experts say misdiagnosis 
has consequences beyond individual 
patients. Families may spend signif-
icant sums on treatments that fail to 
address the actual illness.

Although misdiagnosis is a seri-
ous challenge, experts say it can be 
reduced through investment in med-
ical infrastructure, improved training, 
stronger healthcare policies, and in-
creased public awareness.

Obtaining an accurate diagnosis, as 
experts emphasise, is vital for effective 
treatment; it builds public confidence 
in Nigeria’s healthcare system and en-
sures citizens remain safe and healthy. 
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Michael Dargaville

As a genuine Galactic Federation 
alien contactee and spiritual 
New Ager one of my biggest 

tasks has been educating especially my 
fellow socialists.

I'm a dedicated international 
spiritual socialist-communist New 
Ager who's mainly been based in Asia 
and China for nearly 30 years with 
short stints in the West and travelling 
the rest of the world widely.

Indeed I come from the Western 
socialist spiritual counter culture/New 
Age movement growing up in Aus-
tralia which had a lot of people such 
as hippies and punks influenced by 
spiritual socialism.

On Galactic Federation human 
alien planets throughout the galaxy 
there is no need for ownership as plan-
ets are a living sovereign body unto 
itself that cannot be bought and sold 
to the highest bidder. Thus Galactic 
Federation human alien planets are in-
herently based on FREE SPIRITUAL 
COMMUNISM.

However the western leftist alter-
native media these days is hopelessly 
straight and for quite some time has 
not only been fervantly anti spiritual 
but also anti alien-ET and especial-
ly hostile to alien/ET disclosure. (So 
much so they must be a psyop). 

The spiritual New Age movement 
is officially totally dead in the western 
left wing socialist community.

This has been critical for me as it 
had made my job of being a genuine 
Galactic Federation alien spokesper-
son who is coming from the left ex-
tremely difficult.

This has happened also because a lot 
of the western left wing movement has 
been corrupted beyond belief and in 
many cases controlled by three letter 
agencies or just ideological dickheads 
bent on their own limited agenda.

The Western left wing media, and 
by this I mean "far left" media, because 
the so called Western official self de-
scribed "left wing" media is not left 
wing in any way, shape of fashion. It 
overwhelmingly supports western 
imperialism and western capitalist 
corporations yet also supports a woke 
agenda and bigger taxes for their limit-
ed social agenda. As any true socialist 
knows Social Democrats are the mod-
erate wing of fascism.

And the fact is there are currently 
spaceships from these benevolent hu-
man Galactic Federation aliens sur-
rounding this planet and they want a 
world government in China's Sichuan 
based on nation sovereignty (ie, no in-
vasion of Venezuela, Iran or Gaza gen-
ocide), freedom, free speech, peace, 
love, spiritual communes producing 
organic fruits and vegetables en masse, 
public housing public industry, abun-
dance and self determinism.

We cannot join the Galactic Federa-
tion aliens, who are offering vital mil-
itary protection from marauding evil 
reptilian aliens called Reptoids, until 
there is this world government.

Earth humans come from this be-
nevolent Galactic Federation alien 
organization and, it must be stressed, 
there are HUMAN ALIENS that look 
like you and me right across the galaxy 
in tens of thousands of ADVANCED 
HUMAN civilisations.

Their spaceships have surrounded 

this planet since 1998 urging official 
alien/ET disclosure. All governments 
know this. Galactic Federation alien 
leaders sent me into Asia and especial-
ly China way back in 1998 to work on 
the alien agenda which I've been doing 
for more than 25 years.

I am an utterly genuine Galactic 
Federation alien contactee and have 
had physical contact with Galactic 
Federation alien leaders living in hu-
man bodies on this planet with vast su-
per powers. My best friend is a 30,000 
year old "walk-in" alien with VAST 
super powers of psychism and healing. 
She can telepathically read my mind 
anywhere in the world and contact me. 
All governments know of her.

I love China. It is very different 
from the West. And because Chinese 
Government leaders know the ET 
truth especially regarding the Galac-
tic Federation aliens I received huge 
support from them. I taught in more 
than 20 Chinese universities. Because 
of this China became part of my soul.

Because China has this vast long 
spiritual background of Taoism, 
Buddhism and Confucianism it was 
much freer for me there and being 
a socialist-communist in China is of 
course not only acceptable but official 
government policy. So it was much 
easier to raise the ET-alien agenda 
there whereas the western left is ut-
terly bereft of any New Age alien-ET 
consciousness. And of course the 
"western left wing" is also bereft of any 
real power as the right wing controls 
all political parties. Western countries 
are essentially uni party one party 
corporatist totalitarian (Harsh crack-
down on free speech) capitalist states.

At the beginning of the early inter-
net from 1999 till 2014 my stories of 
journalism on the Galactic Federa-
tion aliens and entire alien/ET agenda 
started going viral on the internet.

This was in the early days of the inter-
net when there were literally thousands 
of spiritual New Age and alien/ET web-
sites and many published my stories.  A 
large number were sympathetic to the 
left wing/socialist movement but a lot 
were also just libertarian and published 
stuff from the "extreme left" and right.

There is no online record of this viral 
journalism outlining the truth about the 
Galactic Federation aliens from that pe-
riod of 1999 through to 2012. Virtually 
all of those websites have closed. There 
was no social media then and algo-
rithms were designed to support this. 
My Galactic Federation journalism liter-
ally went utterly everywhere.

By 2013/14 these western social me-
dia companies were invented gaining 
a foothold and started destroying this 
unique freedom on the internet where 
I was able to really outline and expose 
the Galactic Federation aliens. How 
many people went on to download my 
journalism onto their computers from 
that period on the internet is anybody's 
guess but hopefully it was enormous.

Galactic Federation alien leaders re-
leased information to me to tell world 
governments (and of course the peo-
ple of this planet) way back in 1998 
that evil bad negative aliens/ETs called 
reptoids, a reptilian species of alien, 
had a psychotronic mind control and 
laser weapons base on the moon and 
were trying to destroy our planet. The 
Galactic Federation aliens sent me 
into Beijing in 1998 and I told Chinese 

Government leaders this who imme-
diately told the USA who immediately 
told all other governments.

That reptilian ET base was de-
stroyed in 1999 by the Galactic Feder-
ation and thus saved this planet. How-
ever, there is the possibility these bad 
reptilian ETs will return and destroy 
Earth once and for all if we don't join 
the Galactic Federation. That is our 
current situation.

So virtually all governments know 
the full alien/ET situation that Earth 
was nearly totally destroyed by these 
evil reptilian aliens but saved by the 
Galactic Federation. 

This terrible alien war that could 
destroy Earth is a vast spiritual war be-
tween two Archangels and the various 
aliens/ETs that follow them.

Archangel Michael is the boss of the 
Galactic Federation and Lucifer is the 
boss of the bad reptilian aliens. Those 
aliens include human aliens, reptilian 
aliens, insect aliens,  dragon aliens, 
grey aliens and other alien species. 

All humans in the galaxy,  and there 
are humans throughout the galaxy,  
follow Archangel Michael. 

All humans in the galaxy, of whom 
Archangel Michael is the leader, 
evolved from the Vega star system 
about 7 million years ago, developed 
to a high sentient level with angelic 
support from Archangel Michael, and 
then space traveled all over the galaxy 
and set up space colonies coming to 
earth 2 million years ago. Thus, human 
civilizations blossomed all over the 
galaxy. They formed the Galactic Fed-
eration 4 million years ago to protect 
human planets from Luciferic reptilian 
ETs who had started a war with them.

There are more than 500 Galactic Fed-
eration human planets who have lifespans 
of between 200 and 400 years. Many 
speak English and use oxygen. English 
is the lingua franca of the galaxy and is a 
sacred language. When they die they re-
incarnate back on to their home galactic 
planets. Hydrans, who look African, have 
500 year lifespans. Pleiadians have 700 
year lifespans. Sirians, who look Europe-
an, have 5000 year lifespans. My home 
planet (I'm a starseed....starseeds are hu-
man aliens who die on their home planet 

and reborn here), which look oriental, has 
10,000 year lifespans. When we die we re-
incarnate back on my home planet or are 
sent out as starseeds. 

Arctureans have 30,000 year 
lifespans and look oriental. They are 
planets of virtually ascended masters. 
There are tens of thousands of ad-
vanced human planets with lifespans 
ranging from just 200 years to vast 
long lifespans of 30, 000 years. 

There is a very long history of 
spiritual socialism on Planet Earth. 
In Iran the entire 1979 revolution was 
based on spiritual socialism or what 
they call God-Worshipping Socialists. 
Other areas of the Middle East were 
also strongly impacted by this spiritual 
socialism and it spread widely.

In South America Libertarian The-
ology joined communism and spirit-
uality together to form a new branch 
of socialism that was very powerful 
and which affected virtually every Lat-
in American country.

In Indonesia when President Sukar-
no was in power from 1945 to 1967 he 
developed a blend of nationalism, so-
cialism (influenced by Marxism), and 
religion, tailored to Indonesia's diverse 
society.

His Five Principles of Pancasila 
were:

Belief in one God (with religious 
freedom and tolerance).

Humanitarian justice.
Unity of Indonesia.
Democracy through consensus.
Social justice (explicitly populist so-

cialism opposing capitalism).
Sukarno viewed Indonesians as in-

herently spiritual and religious, em-
phasizing that the state must acknowl-
edge God while promoting equality 
and social prosperity through socialist 
AND COMMUNIST policies. That's 
why the CIA killed him. He was like a 
New Ager way ahead of his time.

Formulated in 1945 as the founda-
tion of the Indonesian state the prin-
ciples include:

Nasakom: In the late 1950s-1960s 
under "Guided Democracy," Sukarno 
promoted Nasakom (Nasionalisme = 
nationalism, Agama = religion, Ko-
munisme = communism) as a unify-
ing political concept. This explicitly 
merged religious forces with socialist/
communist ones to balance factions 
(army nationalists, Islamic groups, 
and communists). He argued social-
ism advanced social justice and was 
compatible with Islamic teachings.

And there are many other exam-
ples such as the entire western coun-
ter culture with tens of millions of 
long-haired brilliant hippies that often 
merged Buddhism, Taoism or Hin-
duism plus Western mystercism and 
Theosophy with SOCIALISM.

At the heart of the Galactic Fed-
eration alien agenda is SPIRITUAL-
ITY because you cannot understand 
interstellar space travel without un-
derstanding spirituality. Plus their 
societies are built on spirituality and 
ascension techniques that is indelibly 
woven with socialism.

That's because Galactic Federation 
spaceships travel vast distances using 
bio cystal energetic COMPUTERS 
with telepathic captains who feed in-
formation into this computer and the 
spaceship teleports through the speed 
of light. This is a spiritual technology.

ALL matter under the speed of light 
is produced by THOUGHT (British 
New Age physicist genius David Ash 
said this and backed that up with 
quantum physics). Ash also said that 
matter FASTER THAN THE SPEED 
OF LIGHT which he called SUPER 
ENERGY is ALSO PRODUCED BY 
THOUGHT which has a spiritual 
base. Thought produces ALL ENER-
GY, whether slower or faster than the 
speed of light. Spirituality (or thought) 
creates matter. And Consciousness it-
self creates thought. Consciousness in 
this case is basically pure SPIRIT or 
the awareness of Spirit. The Galactic 
Federation aliens call super energy 
PLASMA ENERGY.

So just getting back to SOCIAL-
ISM and COMMUNISM. Galactic 
Federation human planets have no 
ownership and are thus based on a 
type of free speech SPIRITUAL COM-
MUNISM. That is why it's so impor-
tant for left wing people anywhere in 
the world to realise this and merge the 
two (communism and spirituality) to-
gether. And that's why I'm so dogmat-
ic on this.

As I stressed earlier there is no need 
for ownership on Galactic Federation 
human planets as these ADVANCED 
GALACTIC HUMAN planets are a 
living sovereign body unto itself that 
cannot be bought and sold to the high-
est bidder.

They are absolutely anti-materialist 
and everyone works together for the 
advancement of their planet and Ga-
lactic Federation. Of course total indi-
vidual sovereignty is absolutely sacro-
sanct and freedom (from materialism) 
is the name of the game.

This is completely different from 
post-Soviet planet Earth with uncon-
trolled neo-liberalism and billionaires 
shoved down everyone's neck.

The Galactic Federation supported 
Gorbechev style Soviet Union com-
munism of "glasnost"(openness) and 
"perestroka". We believed this was an 
admirable form of communism and 
were horrified when the Soviet Union 
fell apart. This paved the way for the 
Western Empire led by the USA of im-
posing Illuminati super capitalism on 
the planet creating endless wars and 
killing millions on Planet Earth. 

The Galactic Federation aliens are 
highly critical of western governments 
especially their hypocracy of "democ-
racy" and "freedom" as they create un-
told death and destruction around the 
world with their invasions, wars and 
western multinational corporations 
that rape and plunder the Third World 
and developing countries.

There are many forms of socialism 
and communism and generally within 
the Galactic Federation human civili-
zations the higher and more advanced 
the planet is, the more communist in its 
structure. At the same time freedom and 
freedom of expression is sacrosanct as 
sovereign rights that is never impeded.

As I developed as a high level star-
seed on Earth and my activation as a 
starseed expanded, my commitment as 
a libertarian socialist-communist activ-
ist on Earth increased. I have been com-
mitted to all forms of socialist-commu-
nist countries, states and ideologies on 
Planet Earth from the Soviet Union, 
China and Vietnam to Latin American 
socialism. I realise that no country is 
perfect, nor should they be.

When will socialists start supporting the alien/
et agenda (and new age) en masse

So just 
getting back to 

SOCIALISM and 
COMMUNISM. 

Galactic 
Federation 

human planets 
have no 

ownership and 
are thus based 

on a type of 
free speech 
SPIRITUAL 

COMMUNISM
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Sports
Over 150 students participate in Ebonyi maiden 
Secondary School cricket training

FG fulfills promises as D'Tigress' players receive 
documents of houses, National Honours

FIFA appoints African referee for crucial 2026 
World Cup Playoff fixtures in Mexico

African Champions D'Ti-
gress are in a more joy-
ous mood in Lyon, ven-

ue of the FIBA Women's World 
cup Qualifying Tournament, 
as they received the promises 
made to them by President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR, after 
winning the Afrobasket in Au-
gust last year in Cote d'Ivoire.

The players and their offi-
cials were presented with their 
certificates for National hon-

ours and title documents to 
their houses allocated to them 
in Abuja by the Chairman of 
the National Sports Commis-
sion, Mallam Shehu Dikko and 
the Director General, Hon Bu-
kola Olopade alongside other 
top Government officials.

This Renewed Hope gesture 
is a clear departure from the 
experiences of the past, where 
Government promises take 
years and decades before they 

are frustratingly fulfilled.
The NSC Chairman said this 

is a prompt fulfilment of prom-
ises made by a President who 
truly cares with both his words 
and actions, stressing that Nige-
rian sports wouldn't have pray 
for a better leader than President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR, in 
a time and season like this in the 
country's sporting history.

"I want to first of all thank 
Mr President for making sports 
work again in Nigeria and giving 
every Nigerian athlete a renewed 
confidence that sports can truly 
change their lives and put food 
on their table, because it's not just 
a leisure but a serious business".

"Mr President is happy to 
give you girls these honours 
and houses because you have 
consistently placed Nigeria on 
the global map with your per-
formance, your patriotic spirit 
and your never give up men-
tality".

150 Ebonyi students 

African referee for 2026 World Cup

Maxwell Okechukwu

No fewer than 150 stu-
dents from Knights of 
St. John Technical Col-

lege, Agba, and Government 

Girls Technical College, Agba, 
have taken part in the first 
cricket training programme or-
ganised for secondary schools 
in Ebonyi State.

The training, organised by 

the Sports Writers Association 
of Nigeria (SWAN), Ebonyi 
State chapter, in collaboration 
with the Ebonyi State Ministry 
of Youths and Sports Develop-
ment and the Nigeria Cricket 
Federation (NCF), marked the 
formal reintroduction of crick-
et in schools in the state.

The session signalled re-
newed efforts to expose 
students to the game and 
strengthen grassroots sports 
development among young 
people in Ebonyi State.

The programme, which be-
gan on March 12, 2026, was 
held at the schools’ sports 
fields and forms part of activ-
ities leading to the 2026 Zon-
al Cricket Competition being 
sponsored by SWAN in part-
nership with the Nigeria Crick-

et Federation.
Both male and female stu-

dents participated in the train-
ing, which was supervised by 
officials of the Nigeria Cricket 
Federation, sports administra-
tors and school authorities.

Those present at the event in-
cluded the games masters of the 
participating schools, vice prin-
cipals, representatives of the Eb-
onyi State Cricket Association 
and other sports officials.

Speaking with newsmen in 
Abakaliki, the Ebonyi State 
capital, the organisers said the 
initiative was aimed at promot-
ing cricket from the grassroots 
and expanding participation 
among secondary schools 
across the 13 local government 
areas of the state.

Chairman of SWAN in Eb-

FIFA has appointed Alge-
rian international referee 
Mustapha Ghorbal as part 

of the officiating team for the 
final playoff matches that will 
determine the last qualifiers for 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

The FIFA Referees Commit-
tee confirmed the list of match 
officials for the playoff tourna-
ment, which will be staged in 
Monterrey and other venues 
in Mexico from March 26 to 
31. The mini-tournament rep-
resents the final stage of quali-
fication for the expanded 2026 
FIFA World Cup.

According to reports from 
the WinWin platform, Ghorbal 
will serve as the fourth official 
in the playoff fixture between 
Bolivia and Suriname sched-
uled for March 26. The match 
will be overseen by Australian 
referee Alireza Faghani, as-
sisted by compatriots George 
Lakrindis and James Lindsay.

Video Assistant Referee 
(VAR) duties for the encoun-
ter will be handled by Croatian 
official Ivan Bebek, with Swiss 
assistant VAR referee Fedayi 
San providing support.

The winner of the Bolivia–
Suriname clash will advance to 
face Iraq on March 31 at Mon-
terrey Stadium in the decisive 
playoff final, with the victor 
securing a place at the 2026 
World Cup.

In another playoff fixture, 
the match between New Cale-
donia and Jamaica will be offi-
ciated by a Uruguayan referee-
ing team led by Gustavo Tejera, 
while Chilean official Juan Lara 
will oversee VAR operations.

Ghorbal is among ten Af-
rican referees currently vying 

for selection to officiate at the 
2026 World Cup. The officials 
recently participated in a FIFA 
preparatory training camp in 
Doha aimed at finalizing the 
list of referees for the global 
tournament.

Other African referees in 
contention include Moroc-
co’s Jalal Jayed, Egypt’s Amin 
Omar, Sudan’s Mahmoud Is-
mail, Somalia’s Omar Artan, 
Senegal’s Issa Sy, South Africa’s 
Abongile Tom, DR Congo’s 
Jean‑Jacques Ndala, Maurita-
nia’s Dahane Beida, and Ga-
bon’s Pierre Ghislain Atcho.

Guardiola admits uncertainty ahead 
of Man City’s clash with Real Madrid

Pep Guardiola has re-
vealed that he does not 
have a clear tactical 

blueprint as Manchester City 
prepare for their crucial sec-
ond-leg encounter against Real 
Madrid in the round of 16 of 
the UEFA Champions League.

City suffered a heavy 3-0 
defeat in the first leg played in 
Spain, leaving them with a dif-
ficult task to overturn the defi-
cit in the return fixture.

Speaking ahead of the match 
at the Etihad Stadium, Guar-
diola admitted that his main 
objective is simply to push for 
a victory and see how the game 
unfolds.

“I don’t have a detailed plan 
for the game against Real Ma-

drid other than trying our 
best,” Guardiola said during his 
pre-match press conference.

He added that football match-
es can take many turns and that 
the first priority for his side is to 
focus on winning the game.

The Spanish coach also 
stressed that his players should 
already understand the impor-
tance of belief after spending 
many years together at the 
club. According to him, if the 
squad still needs to be taught 
about faith after a decade, then 
something would be wrong.

Guardiola, however, insist-
ed that City will approach the 
match with determination and 
try to make the most of the op-
portunity in front of them.

D'Tigress with their National Honours Pep Guardiola

onyi State, Comrade Nwogha 
Ndubuisi, commended the 
management of the participating 
schools for their support towards 
the success of the programme.

Ndubuisi, who was repre-
sented by the Vice Chairman 
of the association, Mrs Blessing 
Igidi, said the schools had cre-
ated the enabling environment 
necessary for the growth of 
cricket among students.

He noted that the introduc-
tion of cricket would contrib-
ute significantly to the devel-
opment of the sport among 
young people in the state.

According to him, “The intro-
duction of cricket will help instil 
discipline, teamwork and sports-
manship among the students.”

He added that the initiative 
would also widen opportu-
nities for students interested 
in pursuing careers in sports, 
noting that early exposure to 
structured sports programmes 
helps in identifying and nur-
turing young talents.

Also speaking during the 
session, an official of the Ni-
geria Cricket Federation, Jeffta 
Ugwu, urged the students to 
show commitment to the sport.

Ugwu, who supervised the 
training session, told the partici-
pants that cricket offers opportu-
nities beyond school competitions.

“Students should take the sport 
seriously because cricket offers 
opportunities for national and in-
ternational exposure,” he said.

He added that the Nigeria 
Cricket Federation remained com-
mitted to developing the game 
at the grassroots through regular 
training and competitions.

Ugwu further explained that 
talent discovery programmes in 
schools form a key part of the fed-
eration’s development strategy.

Officials at the event said 
the training exercise was part 
of broader efforts to identify 
promising young players and 
build a pool of talents capable 
of representing Ebonyi State in 
future competitions.
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Osimhen and Onuachu make history 
in Turkish Süper Lig victories

Nigeria internationals Vic-
tor Osimhen and Paul 
Onuachu delivered stand-

out performances in the Turkish 
league on Saturday, guiding their 
respective teams Galatasaray and 
Trabzonspor to important victo-
ries while setting new milestones.

Osimhen was on target as 
Galatasaray secured a comfort-
able 3–0 win against Istanbul 
Başakşehir in their Round 26 
clash in the Süper Lig.

The Nigerian forward scored 
Galatasaray’s second goal of the 
evening, taking his league tally 
to 12 for the season. His moment 
came in the 66th minute when 
he met a precise delivery from 
Yunus Akgün inside the penal-
ty area. With a controlled first 
touch, Osimhen calmly directed 
the ball into the top corner.

Earlier, Galatasaray had tak-
en the lead in the 57th minute 
when Wilfried Singo finished 
from a free-kick situation in-
volving Noa Lang.

Osimhen’s goal further high-
lighted his impressive run of 
form. The striker has now record-
ed either a goal or an assist in nine 
straight league games. During 
that period, he has scored nine 
times and contributed four assists.

Statistics platform Opta 
noted that this sequence is the 
longest run of goal involve-
ment by a Galatasaray player 
since detailed records began in 
the 2014–2015 campaign.

The hosts completed the 
scoring in the 84th minute when 
substitute Renato Nhaga fin-
ished off another well-worked 
move set up by Yunus Akgün.

Meanwhile, fellow Super Ea-
gles striker Paul Onuachu was 
the difference-maker as Trab-
zonspor edged Çaykur Rizespor 
1–0 in another Süper Lig fixture.

Onuachu struck early in the 
second half, scoring six minutes 
after the restart with a close-range 
finish following a smart cut-back 
from Oleksandr Zubkov.

Chairman of the NSC, Mallam Shehu Dikko and the Director General, Hon Bukola Olopade alongside other 
top Government officials.

Chelsea players Osimhen and Onuachu

Federal Government fulfills promises as D'Tigress 
receives documents of Houses and National Honours

Chelsea fined £10.75m, handed suspended 
transfer ban over past rule breaches

African Champions D'Ti-
gress are in a more joy-
ous mood in Lyon, ven-

ue of the FIBA Women's World 
cup Qualifying Tournament, 
as they received the promises 
made to them by President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR, after 
winning the Afrobasket in Au-
gust last year in Cote d'Ivoire.

The players and their officials 
were presented with their certif-
icates for National honours and 
title documents to their houses 
allocated to them in Abuja by the 
Chairman of the National Sports 
Commission, Mallam Shehu 
Dikko and the Director General, 
Hon Bukola Olopade alongside 
other top Government officials.

This Renewed Hope gesture 
is a clear departure from the 
experiences of the past, where 
Government promises take 
years and decades before they 
are frustratingly fulfilled.

The NSC Chairman said 
this is a prompt fulfilment of 
promises made by a President 
who truly cares with both his 
words and actions, stressing 
that Nigerian sports wouldn't 
have pray for a better leader 
than President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, GCFR, in a time and 
season like this in the country's 
sporting history.

"I want to first of all thank 
Mr President for making sports 
work again in Nigeria and giv-
ing every Nigerian athlete a 
renewed confidence that sports 
can truly change their lives and 
put food on their table, because 
it's not just a leisure but a seri-
ous business".

"Mr President is happy to 
give you girls these honours and 
houses because you have con-
sistently placed Nigeria on the 
global map with your perfor-
mance, your patriotic spirit and 
your never give up mentality".

The Chairman also assured the 
girls that the money promised to 

Kwara Football Academy ready for NEXTGEN 
Africa Cup in Abidjan, Ivory Coast

them by the President is almost in 
the final stage for disbursement 
and that too will soon drop in 
their respective bank Accounts.

The Director General of the 
NSC, Hon Bukola Olopade 
added that Mr President is 
truly redefining what sports 
should be inline with what is 
obtainable in  developed coun-
tries where sports is striving.

"Mr President is a rewarder 
and his reward system is already 

yielding tremendous results in 
sports and fulfilling his promise 
to you girls on time is anoth-
er testament to the priority he 
places on Nigerian sports".

"Like what I often say , with 
President Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu GCFR, be rest assured that 
when you do well for the coun-
try, just know a grateful and 
thankful Nation is waiting for 
you", he concluded.

President of the Nigeria Bas-

ketball Federation, NBBF, Engr 
Musa Kida, also thanked Mr 
President for laying down a leg-
acy of a lifetime for Nigerian 
sports with the way he prioritizes  
the welfare of Nigerian athletes.

The Coach of the Team Rena 
Wakama said they are  eternal-
ly grateful to President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu for the show of 
love and support and assured 
the country that there is more 
to come from her team.

Chelsea have been or-
dered to pay a £10.75 
million fine by the Pre-

mier League and also received 
a one-window transfer ban that 
will remain suspended for the 
next two years. The sanctions 

relate to historic regulatory 
violations that occurred dur-
ing the ownership of Roman 
Abramovich.

The development was con-
firmed on Monday in an exten-
sive statement published on the 

Premier League’s official website.
According to the state-

ment, Chelsea had earlier in-
formed the league about pos-
sible breaches of its regulations 
through a voluntary disclosure.

Following that report, the 
west London club was formally 
charged by the Football Asso-
ciation in September last year.

After reviewing the case, an 
independent commission con-
cluded that Chelsea violated 
several rules connected to fi-
nancial reporting, third-party 
investments and matters in-
volving youth development.

Chelsea are currently owned 
by the BlueCo consortium led 
by Todd Boehly, which com-
pleted the takeover of the club 
from Abramovich in 2022

Kwara Football Academy 
(KFA) is poised to take 
the international stage 

as they will be participating 
at the prestigious 2026 Next-
Gen Africa Cup hosted in the 
vibrant city of Abidjan, Côte 
d’Ivoire, the tournament is 
scheduled to run from March 
23 to March 28, 2026.

This elite competition serves 
as a premier gathering for eight 
of the continent’s most distin-
guished football academies, 
offering a high-stakes environ-
ment for emerging talents to 
demonstrate their prowess.

​The competition organiz-
ers have structured the tour-
nament into two competitive 
groups of four teams each. All 
matches will be held at the his-
toric Stade Robert Champroux.

The opposite side of the 
bracket features a formidable 

lineup including Ghana’s re-
nowned Right to Dream Acad-
emy, alongside Racing Club 
Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire), Sosso 
FA (Guinea), and Umbro Ris-
ing Stars (Côte d’Ivoire).

​Beyond the hunt for a tro-
phy, the NextGen Africa Cup 
is a strategic development plat-
form. With the global sports-
wear brand Umbro serving as 
the official partner, the event 
is designed to maximize expo-
sure for young African athletes.

​A significant draw for the 
participating academies is the 
presence of top football scouts 
and recruiters from elite Euro-
pean clubs monitoring every 
match, searching for stand-
out players ready to make the 
leap into professional football 
abroad. For the young pros-
pects of KFA, this tournament 
represents a life-changing 

opportunity to secure inter-
national contracts and profes-
sional pathways.

For the Ilorin-based acade-
my, this invitation underscores 
its reputation as a powerhouse 
of youth development in Nige-
ria. Participation is a testament 
to KFA’s long-standing com-
mitment to providing its play-
ers with world-class competi-
tion and elite-level exposure.

​To ensure they are fully pre-
pared for the opening whistle, 
a 25-man contingent from the 
Academy, comprising players, 
technical staff, and officials is 
scheduled to arrive in Abidjan 
ahead of the March 23rd, 2026 
start date. The early arrival will 
allow the team to acclimatized 
to the Ivorian environment as 
they carry the hopes of Nige-
rian youth football on their 
shoulders
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Sports
Okunzuwa Kevin

Elders and senior citizens say the 
wave of infrastructure develop-
ment sweeping across Edo State 

recalls the enduring legacy of Samuel 
Ogbemudia in the defunct Bendel State.

Many of Ogbemudia’s projects still 
dot Edo and Delta states, which were 
carved out of the old state in 1991.

Against this backdrop, the develop-
ment blueprint of Governor Monday 
Okpebholo — the SHINE Agenda — 
appears particularly fitting.

The governor says his goal is to 
recreate the spirit of purposeful gov-
ernance of the past, but in a modern 
form that brings renewed hope and 
progress to the people of Edo State.

Indeed, Okpebholo wasted little 
time after assuming office. His early 
moves signalled a government driven 
by vision, mission and clear direction.

Little wonder residents and stake-
holders have praised his one year and 
three months in office, describing him 
as “Mr Projects”.

Across the state’s 18 local govern-
ment areas, infrastructure projects are 
currently underway. Okpebholo has 
been deliberate in pursuing road con-
struction and rehabilitation as a key 
driver of development.

As of early 2026, verifiable data show 
that 28 new road projects covering 
about 255 kilometres have been award-
ed, targeting improved connectivity in 
both urban and rural communities.

Among the most prominent are 
the ongoing flyover projects at Ra-
mat Park and along Sapele Road near 
Adesuwa Junction in Benin City.

Other major projects include the 
36-kilometre road linking eight com-
munities in Akoko-Edo and the re-
habilitation of failed portions of the 
Benin–Auchi Road.

Construction and upgrade works 
are also progressing in Ogba-Evbuo-
dia, Uholor, Irhue-Obagie and Amufi 
communities, where residents have 
praised the noticeable improvement 
in road conditions.

Additional projects include Up-
per Airport Road, Temboga Road, 
Uteh-Ekiuwa Road, Palace Road in 
Uteh, and drainage works along the 
Benin–Auchi Expressway.

Notably, several of these projects 
incorporate modern drainage systems 
aimed at tackling the persistent flood-
ing that has plagued communities such 
as Uteh for years — an intervention that 
has drawn widespread commendation.

Determined to accelerate grass-
roots development, Governor Ok-
pebholo recently procured 54 pieces 
of heavy equipment and distributed 
them across the state’s 18 local gov-

ernment councils.
The equipment — including grad-

ers, excavators, rollers and other 
heavy-duty machines — is expected 
to boost road construction, improve 
rural access, support drainage reha-
bilitation and strengthen communi-

ty-driven infrastructure projects.
“This initiative is a strategic inter-

vention designed to empower council 
leadership, stimulate economic activ-
ity in rural communities and deliv-
er tangible dividends of democracy 
across Edo’s three senatorial districts,” 
Okpebholo said.

He spoke during the inauguration 
of the equipment, performed by the 
Minister of the Federal Capital Terri-
tory, Nyesom Wike.

Further underscoring his commit-
ment to infrastructure development, 
the governor allocated N305 billion 
for road projects in the 2026 state 
budget.

His willingness to engage some of 
the country’s leading construction 
firms also signals a determination to 
deliver durable and high-quality in-
frastructure.

The Ewuare II recently acknowl-
edged these efforts, commending the 
governor’s developmental strides on 
behalf of the Edo people.

While urging the administration to 
sustain people-centred projects, the 
monarch remarked: “We haven’t seen 
an overhead bridge like this in Edo 
before.

“It is during his tenure that we are 
seeing this kind. Some people deliber-
ately criticise the governor.”

A popular Bini proverb says that 
when a man pounding yam sees his 
strength appreciated, he is encour-
aged to give even more.

The message from across Edo State 
is clear: people are responding not to 
rhetoric, but to visible results.

Roads are opening up communi-
ties, drainage projects are address-
ing long-standing flooding, and new 
infrastructure is gradually restoring 
confidence in governance.

If the current pace is sustained, 
Governor Okpebholo’s infrastructure 
drive may well mark a turning point 
in the state’s development trajecto-
ry — echoing the enduring legacy of 
purposeful leadership once associated 
with the old Bendel State.

For the governor, however, the task 
is far from complete. The real test will 
be consistency: maintaining the mo-
mentum, ensuring quality delivery and 
keeping faith with the people whose ex-
pectations have now been raised.

• Okunzuwa Kevin, a journalist, writes 
from Lagos.

Okpebholo’s infrastructure drive 
rekindles Edo’s devt momentum

2027 
How surprise awaits 
strange bedfellows in 

Nigerian politics

Governor Monday Okpebholo

Peter obi El Rufai Atiku AbubakaR

Eubaldus Enahoro

When a revered general 
overseer of a Pentecostal 
church recently prophesied 

that 2027 would be a year of surprises, 
some Nigerians may have wondered 
what kind of surprises the cleric was 
referring to, considering that unex-
pected political developments are not 
uncommon in the country.

In his characteristic manner, not 
known for verbosity, the cleric sim-
ply said surprises await those dream-
ing of unsettling a sitting president 
who, according to him, is working 
hard to deliver the dividends of de-
mocracy to Nigerians.

The man of God appeared to be 
referring to certain strange political 
bedfellows—retired politicians now 
ganging up within a political platform.

These are individuals who have 
occupied one position or another in 
the past but, in the view of many ob-
servers, were unable to do anything 
meaningful for those who voted 
them into office.

Instead, they presided over peri-
ods when life became increasingly 
difficult for ordinary citizens. 

According to the cleric, such pol-
iticians may ultimately find them-
selves dumbfounded and surprised 
by the outcome of the 2027 presiden-
tial election.

For clarity, the word “surprise” has 
several synonyms, including shock, 
revelation, bolt from the blue, bomb-
shell, blow and astonishment.

Nevertheless, surprise can be a 
two-edged sword. The administra-
tion of President Bola Tinubu, man 
who once endured political perse-
cution and exile for his role in the 
struggle to ensure democracy thrives 
in Nigeria appears determined not to 
disappoint Nigerians.

After a careful reflection on the 
prediction concerning 2027, Nige-
rians should remain wary of such 
strange political alliances. Many of 
these politicians, critics say, are often 
more interested in what they stand to 
gain personally, while the welfare of 
the people takes a back seat.

The country has weathered many 
storms in the past, yet Nigeria con-
tinues to endure. The challenge, many 
believe, has largely been the absence 
of genuine leadership at critical mo-
ments.

However, faith remains strong 
among many citizens that the nation 
can overcome its challenges. There are 
indications that there could indeed be 
light at the end of the tunnel if Nige-
rians rise to do what they believe is 
right by allowing President Tinubu to 
consolidate on the initiatives he has 
begun across the country.

Today, with the growing army of 
supporters within the Renewed Hope 
Partners (RHP) and other pro-gov-
ernment support groups across the 
country, it is evident that a segment 

of Nigerians appreciates the efforts of 
the administration so far.

In Edo State, Governor Monday 
Okpebholo has also been widely 
commended by supporters for what 
they describe as practical govern-
ance, with projects and policies that 
are gradually transforming the state 
into a construction hub and an at-
tractive destination for investors.

Many residents say the Project 
SHINE agenda of Governor Okpeb-
holo is already making a noticeable 
impact on the people, and they also 
acknowledge the support of President 
Tinubu for the state government.

Governor Okpebholo has equally 
demonstrated respect for political 
leaders, traditional institutions and 
the people in general, with what 

many observers describe as a humble 
and inclusive leadership style.

When the mantle of leadership fell 
on the shoulders of President Tinu-
bu and Governor Okpebholo, they 
assured Nigerians that things would 
improve with time.

Judging from the governor’s per-
formance in less than one year and 
six months in office, as well as the 
policies and programmes being 
implemented by President Tinubu 
across the country, many supporters 
believe the nation is being led by in-
dividuals prepared for the responsi-
bilities of governance.

• Eubaldus Enahoro is the Publicity Sec-
retary, Renewed Hope Partners (RHP), 
Edo Central Senatorial District.


