The Nigerian Observer set for comeback after 10,000-copy-per hour press test

EpIiTOR

BENIN CITY

he Nigerian Observ-
Ter Newspaper is closer
than ever to returning to
newsstands following the suc-
cessful test run of its state-of-

the-art Goss Magnum printing
press, capable of producing

10,000 copies per hour.

The test, which lasted over
30 minutes, was overseen by
a team of electrical engineer
and the press operator and was
witnessed by Mr Peter Odibo,
General Manager of Bendel
Newspapers Corporation, pub-
lisher of The Observer titles,
along with the newspaper’s

editor, Andy Egbon, and other
senior management staff.

Engr. Adelugba Ojo Law-
rence, who led the test run, con-
firmed that with all consumables
in place, the printing machine is
ready for full-scale production.

He noted, however, that
the acquisition of a new CTP
(Computer to Plate) machine

is necessary to ensure optimal
operation and maintain con-
sistent print quality.
Highlighting the machine’s
versatility, Engr. Lawrence re-
vealed that the press can also
produce copies for other news-
paper houses, a development
expected to generate signifi-
cant internally generated reve-

nue (IGR) for Edo State.
Following the successful
run, the General Manager held
consultations with top man-
agement staff, with a second
strategic meeting scheduled for
10 a.m. today to finalise plans
for the newspaper’s relaunch.
He urged all staff to remain
committed to the goal of re-

turning The Observer to the
public promptly.

In preparation for the next
phase, the General Manager
directed that cleaning of the
printing machine and its sur-
rounding environment com-
mence immediately, paving the
way for another test run sched-
uled for next week.
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2027 polls INEC unvells new party rules

® Moves to curb spending, rigging risks

(ABUJA |

he Independent Nation-
I al Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) on Tuesday
unveiled draft regulations and
guidelines for political parties
ahead of the 2027 general elec-
tions, signalling a major over-
haul of the electoral framework
following the enactment of the
Electoral Act 2026.

INEC Chairman, Prof. Joash
Amupitan, presented the draft
at a consultative meeting with
leaders of political parties in
Abuja, stressing that the review
was imperative to align the

commission’s processes with
the new law.

He declared that “Nigeria
cannot navigate a 2027 horizon
using a 2022 map,” underscor-
ing the need for reforms driven
by emerging realities.

Amupitan urged political
parties to pay close attention
to Clause 40(4) and (5) of the
draft regulations, which ad-
dress election expenses relating
to party primaries and general
elections, noting that INEC
had undertaken a clause-by-

clause realignment to ensure
both legal compliance and op-
erational efficiency.

According to him, the re-
view was informed by empir-
ical findings from the Politi-
cal Party Performance Index
(PPPI), developed with sup-
port from the Westminster
Foundation for Democracy,
which exposed a disconnect
between party constitutions
and grassroots practices.

He explained that the draft
regulations cover key are-

as such as party registration,

mergers, and internal opera- -

tions, with streamlined pro-
cesses designed to enhance ac-
cessibility while safeguarding
democratic standards.

On party administration,
the INEC chairman said the
new guidelines establish clear
rules to govern day-to-day
operations, promote account-
ability, and ensure compliance
with the law.

He added that the reforms
are aimed at sanitising par-

1ST INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION:
L-R: Executive Secretary, Nigerian Press Council (NPC), Dr Dili Ezughah; representative of the Minister of Information and National
Orientation, Malam Ali M. Ali; and Chairperson, International Communication Association (ICA), University of Port Harcourt, Dr Ekaete
George, during the 1st International Communication Association (ICA) Nigeria Regional Chapter conference at Nile University, Abuja,

on Tuesday.

ty primaries by eliminating
opaque processes that often
impose unpopular candidates,
fuel voter apathy, and trigger
avoidable litigation.

Amupitan further stated
that the commission had out-
lined procedures to guarantee
fairness and transparency in
primary elections, while also
introducing measures to en-
sure that campaigns are con-
ducted peacefully and with
respect for citizens’ rights.

He noted that the draft in-
cludes stricter provisions on
political financing, emphasis-
ing transparency and account-
ability in the management of
party funds and campaign ex-
penditures, as well as clearly
defined conditions for party
deregistration to ensure fair-

ness.

The guidelines, he added,
also incorporate measurable
benchmarks to boost the par-
ticipation of women, youths,
and persons with disabilities in
the political process.

He urged political parties
to view the draft not as a con-
straint but as a safeguard for
strengthening Nigerias de-
mocracy.

However, in his remarks,
the National Chairman of the
Inter-Party Advisory Council
(IPAC), Yusuf Dantalle, called
on the National Assembly to
urgently amend the Electoral
Act 2026, warning that certain
provisions could undermine
the credibility of the 2027 elec-

CONTINUES ON PG 2»

3 in 4 African births at risk from

dirty delivery rooms —WaterAid

staggering 76 percent of
births in Africa occur
in healthcare facilities

lacking basic water, sanitation
and hygiene (WASH) services,
putting mothers and newborns
at serious risk, a new report by
WaterAid has revealed.

Titled “Born Without Wa-
ter: The Crisis in Our Delivery
Rooms,” the study, released to
mark World Water Day, sur-
veyed 16 countries across Afri-
ca and Asia, including Nigeria,

highlighting the dangerous
conditions many women face
during childbirth.

The report identifies mater-
nal sepsis as a leading cause of
death, with one in nine Afri-
can births linked to infections

caused by poor hygiene.

It further notes that en-
suring access to clean water,
proper sanitation, and hand
washing facilities could cut
maternal infections and deaths
by at least 50 percent.

While Nigeria has estab-
lished WASH standards for
healthcare facilities, the report
highlights persistent gaps in
funding, prioritisation, and en-
forcement, leaving women ex-
posed to preventable risks and
undermining national efforts
to reduce maternal mortality.

WaterAid Nigeria called on
governments and stakeholders
to urgently prioritise WASH
services across healthcare fa-
cilities nationwide to safeguard
the lives of mothers and new-
borns.

Delta approves 700
health jobs to boost

services, tackle ‘Japa’

gaps

—Pg 4

Binance seeks out-

of-court deal in tax
evasion case

Ghana and EU sign

landmark defence deal to
combat militant Islamist
—pg 7 || threat
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Edo woos investors, showcases ‘Made-in-Edo’ products
at Enugu Trade Fair

ABDUL-KADIR ABDULLAH,
DANIEL-Nwosu

NOHUNWAN Lucy

do State has stepped up
Eits drive to attract invest-

ment and expand trade,
showcasing its economic po-
tential and locally made prod-
ucts at the 37th Enugu Interna-
tional Trade Fair.

The fair, themed “Empow-
ering MSME:s for Global Com-
petitiveness,” provided a plat-
form for the state to highlight
its cultural heritage and pro-
mote export-ready goods to lo-
cal and international investors.

Commissioner for Business,
Trade and Investment, Hon.
Omoh Anabor, said Edo’s par-
ticipation reflects a deliberate
strategy to position the state as
a viable destination for com-
merce and industrial growth.

He noted that beyond ex-
hibiting products, the state
was actively engaging investors
and building partnerships that
could unlock new economic
opportunities.

“The trade fair is important
to Edo. We are here not only to
showcase our rich culture and

Made-in-Edo goods, but also
to attract investors with our ex-
portable products,” Anabor said.

He linked the state’s growing
economic appeal to the SHINE
agenda of Governor Monday
Okpebholo, which he said has
driven improvements in infra-
structure, security and small
business development across
the 18 local government areas.

According to him, the im-
proving business climate has
made Edo increasingly attrac-
tive to investors, adding that
the government is also prepar-
ing for its own trade fair later
in the year.

Managing Director of the
Edo State Investment Promo-
tion Office (ESIPO), Mr Amen
Odigie, reaffirmed the govern-
ments commitment to ease of
doing business, assuring inves-
tors of strong institutional sup-
port and policy stability.

“Edo is open for business.
Security has improved and the
environment is enabling. We
are ready to work with inves-
tors,” he said.

Odigie added that the state’s
investment team has been
mandated to promote Edo’s
opportunities nationwide, en-

gaging directly with potential
investors and showcasing its
economic reforms.

The Edo pavilion drew sig-
nificant attention at the fair,

with six state-sponsored ex-
hibitors, including Amineru
Foods, Arose Cultural Hub
Ltd, Genius Hub, Afrohype
Artistry Ltd, Pekosa Foods and

Rotzy Foods, displaying a wide
range of products and services.

Top government officials
at the event included the Per-
manent Secretary, Ministry of

Business, Trade and Invest-
ment, Mrs Felicia Edokpolor,
and the Director of Trade Pro-
motion and Marketing, Mrs
Anthonia Afogu.

37TH ENUGU INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR:
L-R: Mr Amen Odigie, Managing Director, Edo State Investment Promotion Office (ESIPO), and Hon. Omoh Anabor, Commissioner for Business,
Trade and Investment, at the 37th Enugu International Trade Fair, showcasing investment opportunities in Edo State.
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tions.

Dantalle argued that despite
public input during hearings,
the final legislation represent-
ed a setback that placed undue
pressure on political parties,
particularly those outside gov-
ernment.

He specifically faulted the
mandatory adoption of direct
primaries, insisting that polit-
ical parties should retain the
option of indirect primaries as
candidate selection remains an
internal affair.

The IPAC chairman also
criticised the requirement for
parties to submit membership
registers, including National
Identification Numbers, within
a tight April 1-21, 2026 win-
dow, describing it as impractical

and potentially exclusionary for
millions of Nigerians lacking
access to registration facilities.

He further demanded the
restoration of mandatory elec-
tronic transmission of election
results to the INEC Results
Viewing portal immediately
after polling unit announce-
ments, without conditions.

Dantalle expressed con-
cern over what he described
as weakened penalties for vote
buying in the new law and
reiterated calls for the estab-
lishment of an Electoral Of-
fences Commission to ensure
accountability.

He disclosed that IPAC had
already appealed to the Na-
tional Assembly to revisit and
repeal the Act in the interest of
a more credible and transpar-
ent electoral process.

Edo Varsity graduates 72 first-class students
® Expands global reach

BENIN CITY

":I Vhe Vice Chancellor of
Edo State University
Iyamho, Prof. Victor

Olawale Adetimirin, has an-

nounced that the institution

will graduate 72 First Class

students out of a total of 850

graduates at its forthcoming

convocation ceremony.

Adetimirin  disclosed  this
during a press briefing to herald
activities marking the univer-
sity’s 10th Founders Day and
7th Convocation, which will
also feature the award of post-
graduate degrees and diplomas,
alongside the commissioning of
state-of-the-art projects.

He reaffirmed the universi-
ty’s commitment to its founding

vision of becoming a centre of
excellence in teaching, research,
innovation and community de-
velopment, noting that this has
guided its steady growth and
achievements since inception.

According to him, academ-
ic excellence at the institution
is anchored on an uninter-
rupted academic calendar and
sustained harmony within the
university community.

The Vice Chancellor ex-
plained that the university has
expanded significantly from its
modest beginnings of three fac-
ulties offering eight programmes
to over nine faculties with more
than 30 fully accredited under-
graduate programmes, all ap-
proved by the National Univer-
sities Commission and relevant

professional bodies.

He added that student enrol-
ment has risen to about 6,000,
reflecting growing confidence
among parents, guardians and
stakeholders in the quality and
relevance of the institution’s
academic offerings.

“Our graduating students
come from diverse back-
grounds across Nigeria and be-
yond, reflecting the university’s
national spread and global out-
look. We have built a culture
that prioritises academic in-
tegrity, discipline, innovation,
entrepreneurship and commu-
nity engagement,” he said.

Adetimirin commended
the Edo State Governor and
Visitor to the university, Sen.
Monday Okpebholo, as well
as the Governing Council for
their support, pledging that the

institution would continue to
produce graduates who are ac-
ademically sound, profession-
ally competent, entrepreneuri-
al and globally competitive.

He further highlighted the
University’s international col-
laborations with institutions,
such as the University of Oslo,
Nagoya University and Dan-
gguk University, which have
secured a prestigious interdis-
ciplinary grant from the Re-
search Council of Norway un-
der the Interpart programme.

The grant, he said, will fund
the “Life on Metal Surface”
project, a collaborative re-
search initiative exploring in-
teractions between cells, bacte-
ria and metals, while efforts are
also underway to attract more
international students to the
university.

FG, ECOWAS rally media as frontline force against money laundering, terror financing

ABUJA

r I Yhe Federal Government
and the Economic Com-
munity of West African

States (ECOWAS) have under-
scored the critical role of the
media in combating money
laundering and the financing
of terrorism, warning that fi-
nancial crimes continue to
threaten national stability and
development.

This position was reinforced
by the Nigerian Financial In-
telligence Unit (NFIU) and the
Inter-Governmental ~ Action
Group against Money Laun-
dering in West Africa (GIA-
BA) at a National Anti-Money
Laundering and Counter-Fi-
nancing of Terrorism (AML/
CFT) media outreach held on
Tuesday in Abuja.

Chief Executive Officer of
NFIU, Hajiya Hafsat Bakari,
described journalists as indis-
pensable partners in promot-
ing transparency, accountabil-
ity, and public scrutiny in the
fight against illicit financial
flows.

“Financial crime thrives in
darkness, but accountabili-
ty flourishes under informed
public scrutiny;” she said, not-
ing that the engagement with
the media represents a strate-
gic partnership rather than a
routine exercise.

Bakari warned that money
laundering and terrorist fi-
nancing pose grave risks, as il-
licit funds often fuel organised
crime, corruption, human traf-
ficking, and violent extremism.

According to her, when
such financial flows remain

undetected, they weaken in-
stitutions, distort economies,
and undermine development
efforts.

She stressed that responsi-
ble and investigative journal-
ism could drive awareness,
deter criminal activities, and
strengthen accountability
mechanisms.

The NFIU boss further de-
scribed the media as a vital
bridge between policymakers
and citizens, translating com-
plex financial intelligence into
accessible and actionable in-
formation.

Urging journalists to go be-
yond routine reporting, Bakari
called for deeper interroga-
tion and analysis of financial
crime issues to enhance public
understanding and civic vigi-
lance.

Highlighting GIABA’s long-
standing commitment, she
noted that the effectiveness
of AML/CFT frameworks de-
pends not only on laws and
enforcement agencies but also
on public awareness and en-
gagement.

Bakari disclosed that the
initiative would support the
establishment of dedicated
AML/CFT desk officers across
media organisations to pro-
mote specialised reporting and
sustained coverage of financial
crimes.

She added that the pro-
gramme would examine Ni-
gerias National Risk Assess-
ment on AML/CFT, emerging
regional threats, and practical
strategies for effective media
engagement.

In his

remarks, Direc-

tor-General of GIABA, Mr Ed-
win Harris, said the outreach
was designed to deepen jour-
nalists’ understanding of fi-
nancial crimes and equip them
with the tools to expose illicit
financial activities.

Represented by Mr Timothy
Melaye, Harris explained that
GIABA, a specialised institu-
tion of ECOWAS established
in 2000, is mandated to pro-
tect member states’ economies
from the proceeds of crime and
terrorist financing.

He noted that the body also
serves as a Financial Action
Task Force (FATF)-style re-
gional organisation, ensuring
compliance with internation-
al AML/CFT standards while
conducting research to track
emerging trends in financial
crimes.

According to him, GIABA
promotes the implementation
of global standards, fosters re-
gional cooperation, conducts
mutual evaluations, and sup-
ports member states in estab-
lishing Financial Intelligence
Units.

Harris said the organisation
has recorded significant pro-
gress through capacity-build-
ing  initiatives,  technical
assistance, and strategic part-
nerships with international
stakeholders.

He urged journalists to lev-
erage the training to uphold
ethical standards and play a
more proactive role in expos-
ing corruption and financial
crimes, describing the media
as a critical ally in safeguarding
economic integrity across the
region.
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Acknowledgement not approval, BTC clarifies Pellar’s
Palace visit

BENIN CITY

he Benin Traditional
Council (BTC) has clar-

ified that the controver-

sial visit to the Benin Royal
Palace by Habeeb Hamzat
Adelaja, popularly known as
Pellar, did not receive official
approval, stressing that ac-

knowledgement of a request
letter should not be mistaken
for authorisation.

In a press statement signed
by its Secretary, Frank Ira-
bor, and made available to
journalists in Benin City, the
Council said it was compelled
to respond due to widespread

misinformation and apparent
ignorance surrounding the in-
cident involving Pellar and his
manager.

The BTC explained that, in
line with standard institutional
practice, the submission and
stamping of a letter of request
by its secretariat merely con-

PANEL SESSION:

q -'a;. ' e==—

L-R: Landry Signe, Senior Fellow, The Brookings Institution and Executive Director, Thunderbird School of Global Management; Nigeria’s Minister
of Solid Minerals Development, Dele Alake; Guinean Minister of Energy, Sekou Camara; and Senior Vice President, Global Head of Origination,
U.S. Export-Import Bank, Sarah Whitten, during a panel session on “Critical Minerals in Africa: Meeting Global Demand” on the sidelines of the
Powering Africa Summit in Washington, D.C. Alake called for the establishment of regional energy hubs to boost cross-border mining.

firm receipt and do not amount
to approval by the Palace or the
Oba.

“For the avoidance of doubt,
the receipt and stamping of
any correspondence by the
secretariat only serve as ac-
knowledgement and do not
in any way imply approval by
His Royal Majesty or the Benin
Traditional Council.

"In the absence of explicit
authorisation, no visit or activ-
ity is deemed sanctioned,” the
statement said.

The Council called on Pellar
and his manager to publicly
state whether they obtained
any formal written approval
for the visit.

It also raised concerns over
whether their letter disclosed
any intention to visit any of the
Iloi (Queens), describing the
issue as pertinent.

The BTC noted that al-
though Benin tradition does
not usually encourage public
engagement on such matters, it
deemed it necessary to set the
record straight in the face of
public misconceptions.

It further disclosed that dis-
ciplinary proceedings arising
from the unauthorised visit are
ongoing, adding that Pellar has
been invited to the Palace of
the Oba of Benin.

The Council, however, said
it would refrain from further
public commentary as the mat-
ter is being handled through
appropriate internal channels.

Reaffirming its stance, the
BTC pledged to uphold the
customs, traditions and sanc-
tity of the Benin Royal Palace,
warning against actions capa-
ble of undermining its author-

ity.

Ozoro festival outrage: PANDEF demands
police probe, warns against rights abuses

The Pan Niger Delta Fo-

rum (PANDEF) has called

for an urgent investigation
by the Nigeria Police Force into
the alleged harassment and as-
sault of women during a recent
festival in Ozoro, Delta State,
warning that cultural practic-
es must not override constitu-
tional rights.

In a statement signed by
PANDEFs National Spokes-
man, Obiuwevbi Ominimini,

the group strongly condemned
the incident, insisting that no
traditional activity should in-
fringe on the rights of citizens,
particularly non-indigenes re-
siding within the community.
PANDEF noted that Ozoro
has long been regarded as a
peaceful town, serving as the
headquarters of Isoko North
Local Government Area and
host to the Delta State Univer-
sity of Science and Technology,
which attracts a diverse pop-
ulation of students and resi-

dents.

He stressed that all festivals
and cultural practices must
respect the freedoms guaran-
teed under the Nigerian Con-
stitution, adding that evolving
societal standards require con-
tinuous review of traditions
to ensure they uphold dignity,
safety and the rule of law.

The group commended the
swift condemnation of the in-
cident by the traditional ruler
and the President General of
the kingdom, describing their

response as a necessary step in
addressing the situation.

It, however, maintained
that those responsible must be
brought to justice without de-
lay, emphasising that account-
ability would serve as a deter-
rent against future violations.

It further urged community
leaders to take proactive meas-
ures to prevent a recurrence,
insisting that all cultural prac-
tices must align with existing
laws and modern human rights
standards.

Gun duel: Police rescue kidnap victim, launch manhunt for fleeing suspects

ASABA

peratives of the Del-
ta State Police Com-
mand have rescued a

27-year-old kidnapped woman
following a gun battle with her
captors along the Ibusa/Og-
washi-Uku Road, intensifying
efforts to apprehend the fleeing
suspects.

The operation, carried out
by the Special Anti-Kidnapping

and Cyber-Crime Squad on the
directive of the Commissioner
of Police, Aina Adesola, led to
the safe recovery of the victim
who had been in captivity since
her abduction on March 12.
Police spokesman, Bright
Edafe, disclosed that the victim
was held at a building site near
the Obosi River before opera-
tives stormed the location and
engaged the kidnappers in a
fierce exchange of gunfire.

The suspects were forced to
flee under pressure, abandon-
ing the victim, who was imme-
diately rescued and taken to a
hospital for treatment.

A manhunt has since been
launched to track down the
perpetrators.

In a separate development,
the command arrested one
Sunday Blessing over an armed
robbery incident in Owa-Oyibu,
where a Point of Sale operator

was dispossessed of N600,000.

The suspect was apprehend-
ed following a distress call
that prompted a swift police
response, leading to his arrest
and the recovery of a locally
fabricated Beretta pistol.

Authorities said efforts are
ongoing to apprehend other
members of the gang.

Police confirmed that the
suspect remains in custody as
investigations continue.

W.TEC, NAN move to deepen
partnership to expand tech
access for women

he Women’s Technology
TEmpowerment Centre

(W.TEC) has called for
stronger collaboration with
the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) to scale up its pro-
grammes targeted at women
and girls across the country.

The Executive Director of
W.TEC, Mrs Oreoluwa Lesi,
made the call during a courtesy
visit to NAN in Lagos, noting
that the engagement was aimed
at strengthening existing ties
and widening the reach of the
organisation’s interventions.

Lesi acknowledged NAN’s
role in amplifying W.TEC’s ac-
tivities nationwide, saying the
agency’s support had signifi-
cantly boosted awareness and
credibility.

“Your support has helped us
reach more people and build
trust in what we do,” she said.

She explained that W.TEC,
established in 2008 to bridge
the gender gap in technology,
had grown from a small office
in Sura Shopping Complex to
impacting over 60,000 girls,
women and young people.

Highlighting key initiatives,
Lesi said the ‘She Creates’
Camp was designed to inspire
girls to pursue careers in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM), ex-
posing them to practical appli-
cations of technology.

“The camp allows girls to
build things, explore technol-

ogy and see how it applies to
their daily lives,” she said, add-
ing that professionals were en-
gaged to mentor participants.

She further disclosed that
the organisation’s After-School
Academy provides sustained
learning opportunities and is
currently being implemented
in schools across Lagos, Ogun
and Kwara states.

Lesi also pointed to the ‘She
Can with ICT" programme,
which equips women with digi-
tal skills to grow their business-
es, noting that over 10,000 wom-
en across Africa had benefited.

“We have seen women use
simple tools like mobile phones
to reach more customers and
grow their income,” she added.

Also speaking, W.TEC Ex-
ternal Relations Officer, Mr
Yemi Odutola, described NAN
as a dependable media partner,
expressing the organisation’s
commitment to deepening the
relationship.

Programme  Coordinator,
Blessed Hamed-Musa, stressed
the centre’s focus on measura-
ble impact, revealing that 69.6
percent of camp participants
reported increased interest
in STEM, while 36.7 percent
were studying or had studied
STEM-related courses.

She added that 85 percent
of beneficiaries of the ‘She Can
with ICT” programme record-
ed improved digital marketing
skills, with many reporting
income growth of between 39
and 70 per cent.

FG evacuates 708 stranded Nigerians from Niger
® Warns against risky migration

r I Yhe National Emergency
Management  Agency
(NEMA) on Monday re-

ceived 708 stranded Nigerians

evacuated from Niamey, Niger
Republic, as the Federal Gov-

ernment intensified efforts to
bring back distressed citizens.
The returnees were received
at the Malam Aminu Kano
International Airport, Kano,
where they were undergoing
profiling and documentation.
Dr Nura Abdullahi, Head of

Operations at NEMAs Kano
office, said the evacuees arrived
at about 4:08 p.m. in 12 buses
and comprised 292 male adults
and children and 416 female
adults and children.

He noted that they were
drawn from several states, in-
cluding Katsina, Kano, Jigawa,
Benue, Borno, Yobe, Zamfara,

Kaduna, Kogi and Niger.

According to Abdullahi, the
evacuation was facilitated by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
while the returnees had been
provided with food, temporary
shelter and relief materials.

“They have been given blan-
kets, mosquito nets and dignity
kits containing toiletries, wrap-
pers, sanitary pads and other
essentials,” he said.

He added that medical
teams from the Nigerian Red
Cross were on ground to at-
tend to the sick, while serious
cases would be referred to ap-
propriate health facilities.

Abdullahi said arrange-
ments had been concluded to
transport the returnees to their
respective states after profiling.

He, however, cautioned Ni-
gerians, particularly youths,

against embarking on irregular
migration in search of better
opportunities abroad.

Also speaking, the Kano
Field Coordinator of the
National ~Commission for
Refugees, Migrants and In-
ternally Displaced Persons
(NCFRMI), Hajiya Luba Li-
man, described the evacuation
as a “whole-of-government ap-
proach”
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Delta approves 700 health jobs to boost services, tackle
‘Japa’ gaps

ASABA

r I Vhe Delta State Govern-
ment has approved the
recruitment of over 700

medical and non-medical per-

sonnel to strengthen health-
care delivery and address
manpower shortages across its
expanding health sector.
Commissioner for Health,

Dr Joseph Onojaeme, disclosed

this on Tuesday in Asaba, say-

ing the approval by Governor

Sheriff Oborevwori reflects a

sustained commitment to im-

proving healthcare infrastruc-
ture and services.

He explained that the de-
cision was driven by rising
demand following key up-
grades, including the elevation
of General Hospital, Warri,
to a Central Hospital and the
near-completion of the Mother
and Child Hospital in Ekpan.

Onojaeme said 295 person-
nel would be deployed to the
Hospital Management Board,
while 120 would be absorbed
by the Delta State University
Teaching Hospital.

The College of Health Tech-
nology, Ovrode, is to receive
100 staff, while the Asaba Spe-
cialist Hospital and Warri Cen-
tral Hospital will get 60 and 12
personnel respectively.

He noted that the recruit-
ment would help cushion the
impact of the ongoing migra-

tion of healthcare workers,
popularly known as the “Japa
syndrome,” which has created
critical workforce gaps.

The commissioner added
that the state’s policy of re-
placing exiting personnel had
ensured operational stability,
while new projects such as a

State Public Health Laborato-
ry and a psychiatric hospital
would further expand services.

He also highlighted invest-
ments in modern medical
equipment, including three
1.5 Tesla MRI machines and
improved dialysis facilities,
which have reduced treatment

costs to about N¥45,000 in some
centres.

Onojaeme assured that the
recruitment process would be
transparent and merit-based,
covering a wide range of pro-
fessionals and support staff to
enhance service delivery state-
wide.

A’'lbom rally: Residents back

Tinubu, Akpabio, Eno for

re-election

esidents of Essien Udim
Local Government Area
f Akwa Ibom State

have declared support for the
re-election of President Bola
Tinubu, Senate President
Godswill Akpabio and Gover-
nor Umo Eno.

The endorsement was made
during a mobilisation rally or-
ganised by the Renewed Hope
Initiative (RHI) in Afaha Ikot
Ebak, where new chapter ex-
ecutives and ward structures

were inaugurated.

RHI State President-Gen-
eral, Mr Uwem Okoko, said
the initiative would strength-
en grassroots mobilisation for
the All Progressives Congress
(APC), urging residents to
consolidate support ahead of
future elections.

Coordinator of RHI in Es-
sien Udim, Mr Ntiedo Usoro,
pledged to work with party
leaders to ensure electoral vic-
tory, describing the rally as a
demonstration of unity and
political resolve in the area.

A DONATION OF GIFT:
L-R: Executive Director Business, NEXIM Bank, Hon. Stella Okotete; Vice Principal Admin, Model Girls Junior Secondary School, AMAC Estate, Mr
Shagawo Ishaku and Head of Human Resources Department, NEXIM Bank, Mrs Margaret Udosi, during a donation of gift to the students by NEXIM
Bank team to mark 2026 International Women's Day celebration in Abuja on Tuesday.

APC launches digital drive to
reach 90m Nigerians ahead of
Nat'l Convention

® Schedules Thur global media briefing

ABUJA
he All Progressives
TCongress (APC) has
unveiled a sweeping
digital media strategy aimed at
reaching 90 million Nigerians
nationwide and internationally
in the lead-up to its Nation-
al Convention scheduled for

March 27.

Governor Mohammed Bago
of Niger State, Chairman of
the APC National Convention
Sub-committee on Digital and
New Media, disclosed the plan
on Tuesday in Abuja while in-
augurating the committee.

Bago said the initiative is de-
signed to set a new benchmark
for political communication in
Africa and extends beyond the
convention, targeting the suc-
cessful delivery of President Bola
Tinubu in the 2027 elections.

“The mandate is very clear:
to deliver APC. We have in-
creased funding to project our
achievements beyond the na-
tional convention,” Bago said,
urging digital media handlers
within and outside Nigeria to
collaborate in broadcasting
the successes of the Tinubu
administration under the Re-
newed Hope agenda.

He highlighted APC’s grow-
ing influence across sub-na-
tional levels, stressing the
importance of sustaining de-
mocracy in Nigeria, which he
described as critical to Africa
and the world.

Co-chairman of the com-
mittee and Deputy Speaker of
the House of Representatives,
Hon. Benjamin Kalu, said
the digital strategy is central
to connecting the party with
grassroots members.

He called on committee
members to fully leverage digital
platforms to showcase the par-
ty’s democratic credentials and
administration achievements.

“This committee is not just
about the convention; it is about
demonstrating to the world that
there is a party in Africa com-
mitted to real democracy;” Kalu
said, noting that the operation
is modelled on the sophisti-
cated digital campaigns of the
United States’ Democratic and
Republican parties.

The committee’s digital
broadcast strategy is built on
four pillars: dominance, cover-
age, mobilisation, and intelli-
gence, ensuring APC’s message
resonates widely before, dur-
ing, and after the convention.

NOA rallies stakeholders against open
defecation in A'lbom

UYo

'] “he National Orienta-
tion Agency (NOA) has
called for urgent collab-

oration among stakeholders

to eliminate open defecation
in Akwa Ibom, warning of its

grave health and environmen-
tal consequences.

State Director of NOA, Mr
Mkpoutom Mkpoutom, made
the call on Tuesday in Uyo,
stressing that the practice ex-
poses communities to diseases
such as cholera, typhoid and

diarrhoea.

He said tackling the men-
ace requires collective action,
noting that sanitation is not
solely the responsibility of gov-
ernment but a civic duty for all
citizens.

Mkpoutom urged govern-
ments and private investors to
ensure access to safe and hy-

gienic toilet facilities in every
household, adding that im-
proved sanitation would boost
public health and attract devel-
opment.

He also emphasised the need
for sustained public education
to drive behavioural change
and promote proper hygiene
practices across communities.

Lagos cracks down on building collapse, tightens enforcement

he Lagos State Govern-
Tment has reinforced its

zero-tolerance stance
on building collapse, pledging
stricter enforcement of con-
struction standards amid rapid
urban growth.

Head of Service, Mr Bode
Agoro, gave the assurance on
Tuesday at a management re-
treat of the Lagos State Materi-
als Testing Laboratory Agency
(LSMTL) in Epe

He described the policy as
critical to safeguarding lives
and sustaining the state’s eco-
nomic reputation.

Represented by Mr Ab-
dulrafiu Fashola, Agoro said
Lagos must ensure that all
construction projects meet
quality standards, stressing
that substandard materials
and poor practices remain
major causes of structural
failures.

He described LSMTL as cen-
tral to enforcing compliance,

urging officials to intensify site
inspections and maintain strict
laboratory testing to prevent
compromise.

General Manager of LSMTL,
Mrs Olayinka Abdul, said the
agency was transitioning into
a proactive, world-class regula-
tor, backed by ISO 17025:2017
certification and expanded op-
erational capacity.

She listed achievements
since June 2024 to include new
laboratory facilities, additional
sample collection centres and

mobile compliance units to
enhance monitoring and effi-
ciency.

Abdul, however, called for
stronger legal backing to pun-
ish offenders and emphasised
the need for integrity and prop-
er equipment maintenance to
sustain progress.

Stakeholders at the retreat
underscored the importance of
collaboration and continuous
training to eliminate building
collapse and ensure safer struc-
tures across the state.

State police: CSO demands inclusive, coordinated framework

ABUJA

leen Foundation has
urged a holistic and in-
clusive approach to the

establishment of state police,
warning against replicating ex-
isting flaws in Nigeria’s policing
system.

Chairman of its CSO Ex-
perts’ Session, Prof. Alemika
Etannibi, made the call on

Tuesday during a stakehold-
ers’ forum, stressing the need
for broad consultations in-
volving government institu-
tions, security agencies, civil
society and community lead-
ers.

He said such engagement
would ensure that any frame-
work is accountable, effective
and constitutionally compliant,
while preventing state police

from becoming a source of dis-
unity.

Etannibi argued that im-
proving governance, particu-
larly in education, healthcare
and social welfare, remains key
to addressing insecurity, noting
that policing outcomes often
reflect the quality of govern-
ance.

Also speaking, Mr Ezenwa
Nwagwu of PAACA cautioned

against donor-driven motiva-
tions, insisting that state police
must be rooted in genuine na-
tional interest with clear safe-
guards against executive inter-
ference.

Other stakeholders called
for sustained advocacy, legal
scrutiny and public education
to ensure transparency, profes-
sionalism and public trust in
any proposed system.
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HiiL unveils community-driven guide to curb Plateau
farmer-herder clashes

he Hague Institute
for Innovation of Law
(HiiL) has unveiled a

guideline aimed at addressing
persistent farmer-herder con-
flicts in Plateau State, with par-
ticular emphasis on land use
disputes.

The organisation formally
launched the document on
Tuesday in Jos, describing it
as a practical tool developed
through extensive field and

desk research.

Speaking at the event, HiiL
Country Representative, Ijeo-
ma Nwafor, said the guideline
was designed by local stake-
holders to tackle recurring
tensions between farming and
pastoralist communities.

She explained that the in-

EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION:
Administrator of Public Service Institute of Nigeria (PSIN), Ms Imeh Okon (L), presenting the PSIN Training Brochure to the Director-General,
Nigerian Tourism Development Authority (NTDA), Dr Olayiwola Awakan, during the latter’s visit to explore opportunities for strategic collaboration
in capacity building and tourism development at the PSIN Office in Abuja on Tuesday.

itiative, supported by the
Strengthening Peace and Re-
silience in Nigeria (SPRING)
programme and funded by
the UK Government, drew in-
sights from research conduct-
ed in three local government
areas of the state.

Nwafor noted that findings
revealed that beyond land dis-
putes, criminal activities have
also intensified the conflicts,
though the primary focus of
the guideline remains land use.

Describing the document
as a “living guide,” she urged
Plateau residents to adopt and
utilise it effectively in resolving
disputes.

Earlier, SPRiNG Team Lead,
Priscila Ankut, said the pro-

gramme focuses on promot-
ing peace and strengthening
community resilience to cli-
mate-related pressures.

She noted that many drivers
of violence are linked to com-
petition over natural resourc-
es, particularly land, adding
that unresolved tensions often
escalate conflicts.

Ankut said similar interven-
tions are ongoing in Kaduna,
Benue and Katsina states, tar-
geting communities prone to
resource-based conflicts.

She expressed optimism that
the guideline would equip local
actors with tools for preventing
and resolving disputes, while
promoting fairness and trans-
parency in land management.

Makurdi residents decry blackout amid soaring
electricity charges

esidents of Makurdi,
the Benue State capital,
ave lamented worsen-

ing electricity supply despite
what they describe as high
tariffs charged by the Jos Elec-
tricity Distribution Company
(JEDC).

Many residents who spoke
on Tuesday said the situation
has deteriorated, with some
communities plunged into
prolonged blackout.

They expressed concern that
the erratic supply coincides

with intense heat currently
being experienced in the area,
worsening living conditions.

Mrs Dorathy Kumachivir,
a resident of George Akume
Way, described the situation
as unbearable, noting that ir-
regular power supply has made
food preservation difficult.

Similarly, Jessica Ivarave, a
food vendor in the High Level
area, said she now purchases
perishable goods daily due to
lack of refrigeration.

She appealed to authorities
to urgently address the situa-
tion, stressing that the heat has

made it difficult to serve cus-
tomers cold drinks.

At Aper Aku Estate in North
Bank, Mrs Angela Amine said
residents often go days without
electricity, and when supply is
restored, it lasts for less than an
hour.

She added that the outage
has also triggered water scarci-
ty, as boreholes rely on electric-
ity for pumping.

Other residents, including
Johnathan Audu and James
Igba, said some areas receive
less than 20 minutes of power
daily, while others have been
without supply for nearly a
year due to faulty transformers.

Responding, JEDC Head of
Corporate Services, Dr Ada-
kole Elijah, attributed the sit-
uation to a significant drop
in power allocation from the
Transmission Company of Ni-
geria.

He said the company now
rations available electricity,
with Band A customers receiv-
ing relatively higher supply.

Elijah also identified techni-
cal challenges affecting Makur-
di North, particularly faults on
transmission lines running be-
neath the River Benue bridge,
adding that plans are under-
way to reroute the lines for im-
proved reliability.

Power generation drop triggers
Lagos outages, says Ikeja Electric

keja Electric has attributed
Ithe ongoing electricity out-

ages across Lagos to a na-
tionwide drop in power gener-
ation caused by inadequate gas
supply to thermal plants.

Head of Corporate Com-
munications, Kingsley Okotie,
said the development has
significantly reduced energy
available on the national grid
and allocations to distribution
companies.

He explained that the short-
fall has resulted in intermittent
outages and load shedding
across the company’s network.

Okotie assured customers
that available electricity is be-
ing distributed as efficiently
and equitably as possible, while
urging patience as efforts con-
tinue to stabilise generation.

The situation has, however,
drawn complaints from resi-
dents and businesses, many of

whom say unreliable supply
has increased dependence on
generators and operating costs.

A frozen food trader, Mrs
Kemi Adebayo, said she relies
heavily on generators to pre-
serve her goods, cutting into
her profits.

Similarly, welder Sani Ibra-
him described the situation as
unsustainable, noting that en-
ergy costs now exceed produc-
tion expenses.

A civil servant, Mrs Roseline
George, said the erratic sup-
ply has worsened the impact
of rising temperatures, forcing
many households to rely on al-
ternatives such as rechargeable
fans.

Industry experts warn that
persistent challenges, includ-
ing gas shortages, grid instabil-
ity and sectoral debts, continue
to constrain electricity gener-
ation, with potential implica-
tions for economic productivi-
ty if not urgently addressed.

Nigeria eyes solar irrigation to boost food security,

ABUJA

takeholders in Nigeria’s
Sagriculture and  water
sectors are exploring so-
lar-powered irrigation as a
sustainable solution to boost
productivity and strengthen
food security.
The discussions took place at
a workshop in Abuja on scal-
ing climate-resilient irrigation
through coordinated partner-
ships and knowledge sharing.
The event, coordinated by
the International Water Man-
agement Institute IWMI) and
the International Food Policy

Research Institute (IFPRI) in
collaboration with CGIAR,
brought together farmers, pol-
icymakers, financiers and de-
velopment partners.

Senior Regional Research-
er at IWMI, Dr Adebayo Oke,
said the initiative aims to re-
duce dependence on expensive
fuel by harnessing Nigeria’s
abundant solar energy.

He noted that while the
technology exists, access to fi-
nancing remains a major barri-
er for smallholder farmers.

Oke emphasised the need
for financial institutions and
risk-sharing agencies such

as NIRSAL to support farm-
ers in adopting solar systems,
alongside providing technical
training to ensure effective uti-
lisation.

He stressed that collabora-
tion among government, pri-
vate sector and development
partners is critical to scaling ir-
rigation solutions in a country
as vast as Nigeria.

Director of Irrigation and
Drainage at the Federal Minis-
try of Water Resources and San-
itation, Mrs Esther Oluniyi, said
the ministry is working with
partners to expand access to af-
fordable and reliable irrigation.

cut energy costs

She noted that rising fuel
costs have made solar alter-
natives increasingly viable for
farmers.

Also  speaking, Director
of Extension Services at the
Federal Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Food Security, Dr
Olawumi Ayodele, said the
Federal Government is pri-
oritising irrigation expansion
under President Bola Tinubu’s
Renewed Hope agenda.

He disclosed that pilot pro-
jects would be implemented in
four states to demonstrate im-
proved irrigation practices and
enhance year-round farming.

World Water Day: Engineers push
gender equity in water access

IBADAN

he Nigerian Society of
TEngineers (NSE) has

called for gender-re-
sponsive policies in water
resource management to pro-
mote equitable access for wom-
en and girls.

The call was made during
the 6th Engineer Gbola Tokun
Memorial World Water Day
Lecture held in Ibadan on
Tuesday.

Chairman of NSE, Ibadan
Branch, Mr Ayokunnu Ojedele,
urged governments and stake-
holders to prioritise inclusive
water policies that address sys-
temic inequalities in access and
infrastructure.

The lecture, organised in col-
laboration with the Nigerian
Institution of Environmental
Engineers (NIEE), marked the
2026 World Water Day themed
“Water and Gender: Where Wa-
ter Flows, Equality Grows.

Keynote Speaker, Dr Tolu-
lope Odunola of the Universi-

ty of Cincinnati, warned that
global water resources are un-
der severe stress, particularly
in regions with weak infra-
structure and high vulnerabil-
ity to climate change.

She noted that women and
girls disproportionately bear
the burden of water scarci-
ty due to entrenched social
norms and unequal access.

Guest Lecturer, Dr Ama-
rachi Alaka of Imo State Poly-
technic, highlighted the physi-
cal, economic and health risks
faced by women who travel
long distances to fetch water.

She stressed the need for
gender-sensitive policies that
ensure women’s participation
in water governance and infra-
structure planning.

Earlier, NIEE Chairman,
Oyo Chapter, Dr Kamarudeen
Olaiya, said professionals in
engineering and environmen-
tal management must drive
innovative and inclusive solu-
tions to bridge gender gaps in
water access.
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Water crisis bites hard in Lagos as residents cry
out to Sanwo-0lu

esidents of Agboyi-Ketu
Local Council Develop-
ent Area (LCDA) have

appealed to Governor Babajide
Sanwo-Olu to urgently address
the persistent shortage of clean
and potable water in the area.

The residents, who spoke
with reporters on Tuesday, said
the prolonged water scarcity
has severely disrupted daily
living and increased depend-
ence on costly and sometimes
unsafe alternatives.

They urged the state gov-
ernment and local council

authorities to accelerate plans
for a sustainable solution, not-
ing that most households now
rely on private boreholes, wells,
water vendors and sachet water
due to unreliable public supply.

The community specifically
called for the repair of broken
boreholes, provision of new
water facilities and improved
distribution systems.

A resident, Mrs Funke Ad-
eyemi, described the situation
as alarming, saying many fam-
ilies are left with limited and
unsafe options.

“We rely mostly on buying
water from vendors and sachet

water for drinking. It is expen-
sive and not everyone can af-
ford it daily.

“Sometimes, we even resort
to well water, which is not al-
ways clean,” she said.

Mr Sadiq Bello blamed the
crisis on poor infrastructure
and lack of maintenance of ex-
isting facilities.

“Some of the boreholes pro-
vided are no longer function-
ing, and no one seems to be
maintaining them. That is why
the problem has persisted.

“Past administrations gave
us water tankers and boreholes,
but they are no longer working
due to neglect,” he said.

Miss Kemi Ogunleye called

for greater transparency and
swift execution of water pro-
jects, stressing that residents
need urgent action rather than
promises.

The residents also warned
that the approaching rainy sea-
son could worsen the situation
if proactive measures are not
taken.

Mr Dele Akinyele noted that
flooding could contaminate
wells and other water sources,
increasing health risks.

Echoing the concern, Mr
Chinedu Okafor highlighted
the threat of waterborne diseas-
es during the rainy season, urg-
ing government to act swiftly to
ensure access to safe water.

Navy honours fallen hero with
house for family

ABUJA

he Nigerian Navy has
Tdonated a two-bedroom

bungalow to the family of
adeceased rating, Aliyu Aminu,
who died in active service in
Zamfara in January 2025.

The house, located in Karshi,
Abuja, was presented to the
widow, Mrs Sahadatu Aminu,
on Tuesday by the Chief of Na-
val Staff, Vice Adm. Idi Abbas,
represented by Rear Adm. Ra-
heem Taofeek, Director of Vet-
erans Affairs.

Abbas said the gesture forms
part of ongoing efforts to sup-
port families of fallen person-
nel and boost morale within
the service.

He described the donation
as a symbolic but meaningful
recognition of the ultimate sac-
rifice made by the late rating.

“It is because of their selfless
service that we are able to sleep
peacefully and wake up safely

every day;” he said.

The naval chief reaffirmed
the Navy’s commitment to the
welfare of its personnel, prom-
ising continued support and
improved service conditions.

He also called on Nigerians
to support the Armed Forces,
noting that national security is
a shared responsibility.

Earlier, Rear Adm. Pe-
ter Zakaria, representing the
Group Managing Director of
Navy Holdings Limited, said
the initiative reflects the Navy’s
broader welfare programme.

Speaking on behalf of the
family, MWO Isah Daniel ex-
pressed gratitude for the ges-
ture, describing it as timely and
deeply reassuring.

He said the donation has
provided comfort and renewed
hope for the bereaved family,
adding that it demonstrates the
Navy’s enduring commitment
to its personnel and their loved
ones.
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INAUGURATION OF THE REPORT:
L-R: Commissioner for Environment in Oyo State, Dr Ademola Aderinto; Chairman, Alluvia Unique Concept Implementation Partner of Oyo

SSS Project in Oluyole Local Government Area, Mr Adetunji Lam-Adesina and other participants, during the inauguration of the report on
Environmental Hazard and Get Reward App, in Ibadan on Tuesday.

Power supply to improve in 2
weeks, Minister promises

ABUJA

inister of Power, Mr.
Adebayo  Adelabu
has assured Nigeri-

ans that electricity supply will
improve within two weeks,
apologising for the current un-
stable power situation.

Adelabu, briefing journalists
in Abuja on Tuesday, said that
the improvement will follow
repairs to gas pipelines, par-
ticularly the Seplat line, and
enforcement of domestic gas
supply obligations.

“Timely payments to gas
suppliers will encourage im-
proved electricity generation,”

he said.

He explained that 75% of
Nigeria’s power plants depend
on gas, while the remaining
25% rely on hydro sources.

“Without adequate gas, tur-
bines remain idle, causing sup-
ply disruptions,” he noted.

Adelabu added that the sec-
tor has attracted over $3 billion
in private investment in the
past two years and now oper-
ates under a comprehensive
electricity policy and strategic
framework guiding all stake-
holders.

The ministry aims to reach a
generation target of 6,000 meg-
awatts before the end of 2026.

Solid minerals exports fall short of potential —NEPC

CALABAR
Export

he Nigerian
Promotion i
(NEPC) has said that the

Council
contribution of the solid min-
erals sector to Nigeria’s export
earnings remains far below its
vast potential.

The Executive Director of
NEPC, Mrs Nonye Ayeni,
made the assertion on Tuesday
at a workshop on developing
critical minerals for export in
Cross River State.

Represented by the state
coordinator, Dr  Damian

Omorogbe, Ayeni said Nigeria
is richly endowed with miner-
als such as lithium, zinc, tin,
barite and lead, but noted that
the sector’s earnings have yet to
reflect this abundance.

She attributed the gap large-
ly to the dominance of infor-
mal operators and structural
challenges in moving products
from extraction to the interna-
tional market.

According to her, key ob-
stacles include limited knowl-
edge of export procedures,
inadequate  documentation,
poor access to finance and

failure to meet international
standards.

“These challenges often dis-
courage potential exporters or
lead to losses due to non-com-
pliance with global trade re-
quirements,” she said, stress-
ing the need to build capacity
within the sector.

Ayeni added that strength-
ening exporters knowledge
base is critical to unlocking the
sector’s contribution to non-oil
revenue and overall economic
growth.

In her remarks, the Cross
River State Commissioner for

Commerce and Industry, Dr
Abigail Duke, urged miners
to embrace government initia-
tives designed to reposition the
sector.

Represented by the minis-
try’s Permanent Secretary, Mrs
Philomema Nyiam, Duke not-
ed that many operators avoid
such programmes despite their
benefits.

She acknowledged the prev-
alence of illegal mining but as-
sured that government’s focus
is on creating frameworks to
harness the sector’s potential
for national development.

Anambra takes TB fight to grassroots, deploys tricycles for mass testing

he Anambra State Gov-
Ternment has intensified

efforts to combat tuber-
culosis (TB) with the deploy-
ment of tricycles to expand
mobile testing services across
communities.

The initiative was unveiled
on Tuesday to mark the 2026
World  Tuberculosis  Day,
with officials describing it as
a strategic move to reach un-

derserved and hard-to-access
areas.

Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Health, Dr Obiage-
li Uchebo, said the event was a
call to action against a disease
that remains preventable and
curable.

She emphasised that ending
tuberculosis requires coordi-
nated efforts involving govern-
ment, healthcare providers and
local communities.

Uchebo noted that Nigeria

remains among countries with
a high burden of TB, while Af-
rica accounts for a significant
share of global cases due to
factors such as HIV co-infec-
tion, poverty and malnutri-
tion.

She assured residents that
TB testing and treatment ser-
vices in the state are free and
accessible to all.

Earlier, the Programme
Manager for TB, Buruli Ul-
cer and Leprosy Control, Dr

Ugochukwu  Chukwulobelu,
stressed the importance of ear-
ly detection and prompt treat-
ment.

He explained that the newly
deployed tricycles would en-
hance outreach programmes
and improve case detection in
remote communities.

World Tuberculosis Day is
observed annually on March
24 to raise awareness and mo-
bilise global action towards
eliminating the disease.

1, formerly known as DAUDA LAMIDI, now
wish to be known and address as LAMIDI
FRIDAY DAUDA, also, my correct date of birth
is 11/11/1949, not 1/1/1940 as appeared in
some of my documents. All former documents
remain valid. Concerned authorities and
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as MISS

ISHIOMA RUFINA ENU, now
wish to be known and address as
MRS. ISHIOMA RUFINA SULE. All
former documents remain valid.
Concerned authorities and general
public please take note.

Petrol truck crushes 6 in Ibadan tragedy

IBADAN

t least six people were
killed on Tuesday when
a petroleum truck lost

control along the Beere/Ago-

di Road in Ibadan, destroying
several tricycles in its path.
Eyewitnesses reported that
the truck ran over two tricycles
near Beere, killing passengers
instantly, before proceeding

to Oje Market Road where it
claimed four more lives.
Some survivors were receiv-
ing treatment at local hospitals.
One relative of a victim, who
had just named his daughter

three days earlier, described
the loss as devastating.

The Oyo State Police Public Re-
lations Officer, Ayanlade Olayinka,
confirmed the accident but could
not provide an exact death toll.
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Yelwata massacre trial stalls as defendant
collapses in court

ABUJA

r I he trial of nine suspect-
ed terrorists linked to
the June 2025 Yelwata

killings was on Tuesday stalled

after one of the defendants
slumped in court.
The third defendant, Alhaji

Haruna Abdullahi, collapsed

from his seat shortly before

proceedings commenced be-
fore Justice Joyce Abdulmalik
of the Federal High Court,
Abuja.

Prison officials attempted
to revive him and later re-
turned him to his seat, but he
remained unresponsive.

When the matter was called,
prosecution counsel, Rotimi
Oyedepo (SAN), informed the

court that the case was sched-
uled for a trial-within-trial but
noted that the defendant had
developed serious health com-
plications.

He stressed that the Federal
Government was prosecuting,
not persecuting, the defend-
ants over their alleged involve-
ment in the Yelwata killings in
Guma Local Government Area

of Benue State, adding that the
defendant must be medically
fit to stand trial.

Counsel to Abdullahi, Ahmed
Mohammad, said his client’s
condition deteriorated in court
despite arriving on his own, and
urged the court to grant an ad-
journment to enable him receive
medical attention.

Other defence counsel did
not oppose the request.

Justice Abdulmalik conse-
quently adjourned the case un-
til March 30 and 31 for contin-

uation of trial and ordered that
hearing notices be served on all
defendants.

The accused persons, facing
a 57-count amended charge
bordering on terrorism, plead-
ed not guilty.

They were alleged to have

carried out the June 13, 2025
attack on Yelwata community,
where about 150 persons were
killed and several houses razed.
The charge includes allega-
tions of conspiracy, participation
in terrorist meetings and orches-
trating the deadly assault.

2026 APPSN AGM:
L-R: Financial Secretary, Association of Private Practicing Surveyors of Nigeria (APPSN), Mr Alabi Abayomi; Vice Chairman, Mr Adams Olugbenga;
Chairman, Mr Afolabi Olaoluwa and Secretary, Mr John Olayiwola, during the 2026 APPSN Annual General Meeting and Luncheon in Lagos on
Tuesday.

Ex-convict jailed 3yrs for
N12m money laundering

n Ikeja Special Offenc-
es Court has sentenced
an ex-convict, Ade-

kola Oluokun, to three years’
imprisonment for laundering
N12 million.

Justice Rahman Oshodi de-
livered the judgment on Tues-
day, convicting Oluokun on a
one-count charge brought by
the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC).

The defendant, who pleaded
guilty upon arraignment on
March 16, was also ordered to
restitute N3.5 million to First
City Monument Bank (FCMB)
within three months.

The court held that the
offence constituted money

laundering and noted that the
convict was a repeat offender,
though it considered his early
guilty plea as a mitigating fac-
tor.

The EFCC said Oluokun
was involved in concealing
and converting funds traced to
fraudulent withdrawals from
FCMB accounts through Point
of Sale agents.

The stolen funds formed
part of about N3.9 billion al-
legedly siphoned via unauthor-
ised access to the bank’s mobile
platform.

The court admitted evidence
of a previous conviction, in
which Oluokun was sentenced
to 20 years imprisonment in
2020 for defrauding a foreign
national.

Binance seeks out-of-court deal in tax evasion case

ABUJA

ryptocurrency  firm,
Binance Holdings
Limited, has moved to

explore an out-of-court settle-
ment in the ongoing tax eva-
sion case filed against it by the
Federal Government.

The companys counsel,
Sunday Agaji, disclosed this on
Tuesday before Justice Eme-
ka Nwite of the Federal High

Court, Abuja.

Counsel to the Federal Gov-
ernment, Moses Ideho of the
Federal Inland Revenue Ser-
vice, confirmed the develop-
ment, noting that the matter
was initially scheduled for con-
tinuation of trial.

“My lord, parties are explor-
ing settlement,” Agaji told the
court.

Following submissions from
both parties, Justice Nwite ad-

journed the case until May 12
for a report on settlement.
Binance was re-arraigned on
July 12, 2024 on a four-count
charge bordering on alleged tax
evasion, to which it pleaded not
guilty through its Nigerian rep-
resentative, Ayodele Omotilewa.
The re-arraignment followed
the discharge of the firm’s exec-
utives, Tigran Gambaryan and
Nadeem Anjarwalla, after the
amended charge listed Binance

as the sole defendant.

The Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC) is
also prosecuting the company
over alleged money laundering
involving $35.4 million.

In a separate civil suit, the
Federal Inland Revenue Ser-
vice is seeking about 79.5 bil-
lion dollars in damages over
alleged economic losses linked
to the company’s operations in
Nigeria.

Taraba High Courts begin
easter vacation March 30

JALINGO

r I Vhe Chief Judge of Taraba
State, Justice Joel Agya,
has announced the com-

mencement of the 2026 East-

er vacation for High Courts
across the state.
The directive, contained in

Legal Notice No. 2 of 2026,

states that the vacation will

run from March 30 to April
10.

According to the notice,
court sittings will be suspend-
ed during the period in line
with provisions of the Taraba
State High Court (Civil Proce-
dure) Rules, 2026.

Regular court sessions are
expected to resume after the
Easter break.

Mother, trader docked over alleged child marriage in Lagos

31-year-old  woman,
Chiwendu Oma, and
a trader, Chisom Og-

bonna, were on Tuesday ar-
raigned before an Ikeja Chief
Magistrates’ Court over alleged
unlawful marriage involving a

minor.

The defendants, residents of
Ayobo in Lagos State, are fac-
ing charges of conspiracy and
sexual assault, to which they
pleaded not guilty.

Prosecutor, ASP Adegoke
Ademigbuji, told the court that
the offences were committed in

September 2025.

He alleged that Oma gave
her 15-year-old daughter in
marriage to Ogbonna, who
subsequently molested the girl
until she escaped and reported
the matter to the police.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the offences contravene

relevant provisions of the Crim-
inal Law of Lagos State, 2015.

Chief Magistrate Omo-
lara Kushanu granted the de-
fendants bail in the sum of
N500,000 each with two sure-
ties in like sum.

The case was adjourned un-
til April 8 for mention.

3 arraigned over alleged forgery
of death certificate in Lagos

r I Vhree persons were on
Tuesday arraigned be-
fore an Ikeja Magis-

trates’ Court over alleged con-

spiracy and forgery of a death
certificate.

The defendants, Gloria Agu-
bosim, Olukoya Sunday and
Adeite Solomon pleaded not
guilty to the charges.

Prosecutor SP  Josephine
Ikhayere told the court that the

defendants conspired with oth-
ers at large to forge the death
certificate of a deceased mili-
tary officer in September 2024.

The alleged offence took place
in Shomolu, Lagos, and is said
to contravene provisions of the
Criminal Law of Lagos State.

Magistrate L.A. Owolabi
granted the defendants bail in
the sum of N300,000 each with
two sureties.

The case was adjourned un-
til April 2 for hearing.

Shettima urges

ice-President  Kashim
Shettima has called on
international  partners,

industry leaders, and policymak-
ers to intensify investment in
the Federal Governments skills
acquisition initiatives targeting
millions of Nigerian youths.
Shettima made the appeal
on Tuesday in Abuja while
inaugurating the National

global support for Nigeria’s youth skills drive

Skills and Industry Alignment
Roundtable Series (Q1 2026).
Represented by the Depu-
ty Chief of Staff to the Presi-
dent, Sen. Ibrahim Hadejia, he
stressed the need for collabora-
tive investments to create sus-
tainable, growth-driven jobs.
The roundtable, themed,
“Bridging Skills Supply and La-
bour Market Demand,” was con-
vened by the Office of the Vice
President with support from the

European Union (EU).

Shettima highlighted the
importance of coordinated ef-
forts among stakeholders, not-
ing the EU’s continued role in
strengthening job creation and
youth development in Nigeria.

“Nigeria does not have a tal-
ent problem. Until skills meet
industry demand, job creation
will remain below its full po-
tential,” Shettima said.

He added that the Tinubu ad-

ministration is moving toward a
coherent national system where
private sector leadership is matched
by government facilitation.
Minister of Housing and
Urban Development Ahmed
Dangiwa emphasised the im-
portance of skilled labour across
the housing sector, while the
EU’s Massimo De Luca praised
the integration of fellowship
programmes like 3MTT into a
broader employment ecosystem.

25yr-old docked over alleged
n25m burglary in Lekki

25-year-old  woman,
Precious Monday, was
on Tuesday arraigned

before an Ikeja Magistrates
Court in Ogba over alleged
burglary and theft of items
worth N25 million.

The defendant pleaded not
guilty to a three-count charge
bordering on conspiracy, bur-
glary and stealing.

Prosecutor SP  Josephine

Ikhayere alleged that the de-
fendant, alongside others still
at large, broke into a residence
in Lekki and carted away valu-
ables including clothing, shoes,
a gold chain and a laptop.

The offences are said to con-
travene provisions of the Crim-
inal Law of Lagos State, 2015.

Magistrate L.A. Owola-
bi granted bail in the sum of
N500,000 with two sureties.

The case was adjourned un-
til April 15 for hearing
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At least five killed in massive wave of Russian

strikes across Ukraine, officials say

t least five people have
been killed in Russian
strikes across Ukraine,

after a massive overnight aerial
bombardment targeted several
regions across the country.

A 61-year-old woman was
killed when a drone hit an elec-
tric train in Kharkiv early on
Tuesday, authorities said, while
other deaths were reported in
Zaporizhzhia, Kherson and
Poltava.

Officials said the attacks
were among the worst in 10
days, and came hours after
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky had warned of
a forthcoming "massive strike"
in his nightly address.

Russian strikes targeting
energy infrastructure also dis-
connected Moldova's key pow-
er link with Europe, President
Maia Sandu said, warning the

situation remained "fragile".

Sirens wailed across Ukraine
on Monday night as Russia
launched a barrage of missiles
and drones at the country. Sev-
en ballistic missiles, 23 cruise
missiles, four air-launched
guided missiles and 392 drones
were used in the attack, the
Ukrainian Air Force said in a
statement on Telegram.

Air defence units intercept-
ed 25 missiles and 365 drones,
it added.

In a post on X on Tuesday,
Zelensky said: "These numbers
clearly show that more pro-
tection is needed to save lives
from Russian strikes. It is im-
portant to continue supporting
Ukraine."

Attacks of this scale have
been occurring roughly once
a week or every ten days in
recent months, and there had

been mounting fears in the past
few days that another wave of
strikes was imminent.

"Please pay attention to air
raid sirens tonight," Zelensky
said earlier in his video address
to the nation on Monday. "In-
telligence says Russia may be
preparing a massive strike."

This time the attack focused
on cities other than the capital,
Kyiv. Damage was reported in
eleven regions, Zelensky said.

Among the worst affect-
ed was the south-eastern city
of Zaporizhzhia, which was
struck by six drones followed
by six ballistic missiles. One
person was killed and nine in-
jured after a residential high-
rise building was hit, local au-
thorities said.

Local resident Dymtro Zai-
ets told Reuters news agency
that his family was woken by a

"very loud explosion".

"We quickly gathered our
things and ran downstairs,
everything was on fire on
our floor," he said. "There
was smoke, and we took our
three-month-old child and ran
quickly to the underground
shelter. My car is destroyed. All
our windows were blown out."

Zaporizhzhia was one of the
worst hit regions in the over-
night Russian strikes

Elsewhere, at least two peo-
ple were killed and 12 injured
when strikes hit residential
buildings and a hotel in the
north-eastern Poltava region,
governor Vitaliy Dyakivnych
said on Telegram.

In Kherson, a civilian was
killed when his house came un-
der Russian shelling, the head
of the city's military adminis-
tration, Yaroslav Shanko, said.

EU-AUSTRALIA TRADE DEAL:
Ursula von der Leyen has inked an EU-Australia trade deal with Anthony Albanese
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Iran war shows norms of
international conflicts have

been upended

e US-Israeli attacks
T:gajnst Iran, and the
threats against its energy
infrastructure, as well as Tehran's
retaliation on its Gulf neighbours
underline how the norms of
starting and escalating interna-
tional wars have been upended.

US President Donald Trump
has at least twice threatened to
use overwhelming force against
Iranian energy facilities. Last
week, he said he would "mas-
sively blow up" Iran's South
Pars gas field if Iran further
retaliated against Qatari energy
sites. And on Saturday, he said
the US would "obliterate” Iran's
"various power plants, starting
with the biggest one first" if
its leaders did not reopen the
Strait of Hormuz.

It comes amid mounting
concern that the nature of this
war is putting further, unprec-
edented strain on the global
rules-based order.

Luis Moreno Ocampo, found-
ing chief prosecutor of the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC),
said the global rules-based order
was designed to protect civilians
and prevent nations resorting to
war other than in self-defence,
or when approved by the UN

Security Council.

He told the BBC that the war
on Iran amounts to a crime of ag-
gression under international law.

Moreno Ocampo also said
Trump's threats to bomb Ira-
nian power plants, as well as
attacks by both Iran and Israel
on energy infrastructure, do
not amount to legitimate tar-
gets. He likened such strikes to
Russia's attacks on energy sites
in Ukraine which led to Rus-
sian officials being indicted by
the ICC for alleged war crimes.

"The cases of Russia in
Ukraine or the US in Iran or in
Venezuela is... called a crime
of aggression. That means the
use of armed forces by a state
against the sovereignty, the ter-
ritorial integrity or the political
independence of another state,
that's it," said Moreno Ocampo.

"Now we go [from the rules-
based system] to the rule of the
man, whatever today President
Trump decides will be the rule.
That's not a viable world," he said.

In response, the White House
called Moreno Ocampo's state-
ment "ridiculous". It said Trump
was taking "bold action to elimi-
nate the threat posed by a rogue,
terrorist regime".

Australia and EU agree sweeping trade deal
in face of global uncertainty

ustralia and the Eu-
ropean Union have
agreed a sweeping free

trade deal after eight years of
negotiations.

The deal signed in Canberra
is worth about A$10bn ($7bn;
£5.2bn) and was described as a
mutual "win-win" by Australia's
prime minister and the visiting
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen.

She described the deal as
having a focus on "collective
resilience” in a world that is
"deeply changing".

As well as removing almost
all tariffs on trade, the two
sides agreed to increase co-op-
eration on defence and critical
minerals.

European carmakers wel-
comed the deal but farmers
in both Europe and Australia
were unhappy at export quotas
agreed for Australian beef and

lamb.

The amount of Australian
beef allowed into the EU is set
to increase more than tenfold
in the next decade, but Austral-
ian farmers had wanted more,
while European farmers were
opposed to increases.

Tuesday's accord in Canber-
ra is the latest trade deal struck
by Brussels as it tries to diver-
sify its global trading relation-
ships, given the fast changing
geopolitical landscape and un-
predictability of US President
Donald Trump.

In January the EU and India
announced a landmark trade
deal after nearly two decades of
on-off talks.

Another major trade deal
the EU struck with the Mer-
cosur bloc of South American
countries was recently derailed
in the European Parliament,
amid criticism from the farm-

ing lobby.

"Today we are telling an im-
portant story to a world that
is deeply changing. A world
where great powers are using
tariffs as leverage and supply
chains as vulnerabilities to be
exploited,” von der Leyen told
a news conference in Canberra
-anod to Trump's use of tariffs
and China's control of the crit-
ical minerals market.

She added that "trust matters
more than transactions”, not-
ing Australia and the EU had a
"unique relationship” that was
"built for the long term".

What's in the deal? Beef,
wine and defence

Under the deal, almost all EU
tariffs will be lifted on Australi-
an agricultural products such as
wine, fruit and vegetables, olive
oil, seafood, most dairy prod-
ucts and wheat and barley.

This will mean a saving of

about A$37m for local wine
producers and exporters, the
government said.

For Australian consumers,
the deal will mean cheaper Eu-
ropean wine, spirits, biscuits,
chocolates and pasta.

The deal means Italian-style
sparkling wine made in Aus-
tralia can still be sold as pro-
secco domestically, though the
name will be phased out over
10 years for exports.

Australian producers can
also continue to use names
including parmesan though
feta will be subject to "grandfa-
thering and lengthy phase-out
periods".

The issue of food naming
rights is sensitive in both Eu-
rope and Australia and Aus-
tralia is now the only country
outside of Italy to have secured
EU permission to use the name
prosecco.

Danes vote as PM Mette
Frederiksen seeks third term
after Greenland boost

anes are voting in an elec-
ion with Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen's Social

Democrats aiming for a third term.
Frederiksen, 48, called the
vote months earlier than ex-
pected, buoyed by popular
support for her handling of
US President Donald Trump's
threat to annex Greenland, an
autonomous Danish territory.

Her Social Democrats have
lost support since the 2022 elec-
tions and she is facing a strong
challenge from two parties on
the centre-right, including the
Liberal Venstre party of Defence
Minister Troels Lund Poulsen.

Denmark is run by coalition
governments and Tuesday's
vote will decide whether power
will stay with a left-win bloc or
move to the right.

Latest opinion polls give Fred-
eriksen's Social Democrats by the
far the largest share of the vote,
on more than 20%, well ahead of
the Liberals and Green Left.

Although the election is not
being fought on the Greenland
crisis, Frederiksen is gambling
that the "Trump bump" that
boosted her poll numbers after
her defiant stance on Greenland
will be enough to hand her a
third term in a tight election race.

Denmark, which has long
been one of the closest US allies
in Nato, has rebuffed Trump's
bids to take over Greenland, and
the Danes and their European
partners sent a military contin-
gent to the island last January.

Broadly-speaking,  howev-
er, there is a wide consensus in

Denmark on foreign policy, so it
is domestic concerns that have
dominated the campaign trail.

Instead, the state of the econo-
my and the cost of living are key
issues, with Frederiksen proposing
a 0.5% wealth tax for the richest
20,000 Danes. The high level of
pesticides in drinking water be-
cause of pig farming and agricul-
ture has also become a concern for
voters, with some parties including
Frederiksen's calling for a ban.

However, her party's lead
in the polls is not likely to be
enough to maintain the 90
seats she needs to hold a ma-
jority in parliament.

After a commanding win
in 2022, Frederiksen led a co-
alition across the middle, that
saw her Social Democrats team
up with the centrist Moderates
and right-of-centre Liberals,
and all three parties are down
significantly in the polls.

Troels Lund Poulsen of
the Liberals has emerged as
another candidate for prime
minister, but he needs a strong
showing in Tuesday's vote.

Even with the largest vote
share, the Social Democrats
are heading for their weakest
result in more than a century.
In last year's local elections,
they slumped to 17%.

The polls suggest neither
the "red" left-wing bloc nor the
"blue” bloc on the right will be
able to form a majority without
relying on the centrist Moder-
ates of Foreign Minister Lars
Lokke Rasmussen to act as
kingmaker.
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Ghana and EU sign landmark
defence deal to combat militant

Islamist threat

hana has signed a de-
fence agreement with
the European Union

(EU) as Islamist militants con-
tinue to wreak havoc in neigh-
bouring countries.

The agreement, signed in
Accra by EU foreign policy
chief Kaja Kallas and Ghana-
ian Vice President Naana Jane
Opoku-Agyemang, strenght-
ens cooperation in areas such
as counterterrorism and cy-
bersecurity.

Ghana is the first Afri-
can country to make such
a deal with the EU, Opo-
ku-Agyemang said.

Though Ghana has so far
remained largely untouched
by militant violence, the sur-
rounding West African region
has become a hotbed of activi-
ty by affiliates of al-Qaeda and
the Islamic State (IS) group.

Tuesday's agreement "sig-
nals the EU's determination
to support Ghana's efforts at
tackling emerging threats both
at the national and at the re-
gional levels", Osman Abdul
Razak, Ghana's national secu-
rity coordinator, said at a joint

press conference on Tuesday.

In her address, Kallas said
the EU supports West Afri-
can countries like Ghana to
"counter terrorism, strengthen
border security and enhance
maritime security".

During the visit to Accra,
EU representatives delivered
drones, anti-drone systems,
bomb disposal vehicles, and
motorcycles to the Ghanaian
military.

In recent years, al-Qaeda
and IS affiliates have gained
territory in Burkina Faso, Ni-
ger and Mali. They have also
carried out attacks in Ivory
Coast, Benin and Togo.

Aid agencies say that over
the last decade some two mil-
lion people have been dis-
placed by the insurgency in
Burkina Faso, which lies to the
north of Ghana.

Militants often cross over
from Burkina Faso to Ghana in
regroup when under pressure
from Burkina Faso's military,
according to several reports.
They also use the country to
smuggle weapons, food and
fuel.
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LEADER GRANT BAIL:
Tendai Biti, a prominent Zimbabwean politician, is seen before his release at the magistrates courts in Harare, Monday, Feb, 18,2019.
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Chad begins relocation of refugees
along its border with Sudan

had has began the relo-
‘ cation of refugees from

the border with Sudan
amid rising insecurity.

The evacuations already
began in Ennedi Est Province
over the weekend, with the
government targeting to re-
locate at least 2,300 refugees,
mostly women and children.

Chad President Mahamat
Idriss Deby had directed the
military to deploy across the
border, signaling retaliatory ac-
tion after a recent drone attack
killed at least 17 people.

The Chadian government
said last week that it was going
to deploy military across the
border to potentially counter
recent attacks from the Sudan
side, threatening further in-
filtration into Sudan if attacks
persist.

Hundreds of thousands of
Sudanese refugees have poured

across the border into Chad
since the conflict began. Chad's
statement noted that “exception-
al exceptions, strictly justified by
humanitarian reasons, may be
granted” to the border closure.
Chad closed its border for
a period shortly after Sudan
plunged into chaos in April
2023, when a power struggle
between the military and the
RSF exploded into open fight-
ing in the capital, Khartoum,
and elsewhere in the country.
The war has killed more
than 40,000 people, according
to United Nations figures, but
aid groups say the true number
could be many times higher.
The conflict has created the
world’s largest humanitarian
crisis, with over 14 million
people forced to flee their
homes. It has also fueled dis-
ease outbreaks and pushed
parts of Sudan into famine.

Zimbabwe opposition leader granted bail amid
growing tensions over constitutional changes

olitical tensions are ris-
Ping in Zimbabwe. Op-
position leader Tendai

Biti has been granted bail af-
ter spending the weekend in
detention. He was arrested
near the Mozambique border
alongside an activist, accused
of holding a public meeting
without notifying authorities.
A court in Mutare released

both on $500 bail, with orders
to report to police every two
weeks.

But this case is part of a
bigger story. Zimbabwe is fac-
ing growing unrest over pro-
posed constitutional changes
that could extend President
Emmerson Mnangagwa’s rule
beyond 2028 and shift presi-
dential elections from a public

vote to parliament.

Mnangagwa, who came to
power in 2017 after Robert
Mugabe stepped down, is al-
ready serving his second term
under the current constitu-
tion.

Critics say the proposed
changes threaten democracy
and accuse authorities of in-
timidation, abductions, and

repression. The ruling ZANU-
PF party denies wrongdoing,
but frustration is mounting
as many say economic chal-
lenges and corruption remain
unresolved.

For many Zimbabweans,
this moment is about more
than one arrest. It is about the
future of how the country is
governed.

Search for four missing soldiers after
Colombia plane crash kills 66

escue workers in Colom-
bia are searching for four
eople who are missing

after a military plane crashed in
the south of the country.

Sixty-six members of the Co-
lombian security forces were
killed on Monday, when the Her-
cules C-130 transport plane came
down shortly after take-oft near
Colombia's border with Peru.

Locals were first to the
scene, pulling out dozens of
injured survivors from the
burning wreckage and ferrying
them to hospitals on the back
of their motorbikes.

An investigation is under
way to determine the cause of
the accident.

A total of 128 people were on
board the transport plane, which
was headed from the town of
Puerto Leguizamo to Puerto Asis.

In a series of posts on so-
cial media, Colombian Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro appeared
to blame antiquated military
hardware for the accident.

Talking about the victims, but
without mentioning the Hercules
plane directly; he wrote: "This piece
of scrap metal was bought in 2020
and came down, let's ask why".

Ukraine Unesco site damaged as Russia
400 drones in deadly daytime attack

ussia has launched an
unusual daytime attack
n Ukraine, hitting cities

across the west of the country
with over 400 drones on Tues-
day afternoon.

Lviv regional head Maksym
Kozytskyi said the Bernardine
monastery, a 16th-Century Un-
esco site, was damaged. A vid-
eo posted by Lviv authorities
shows a fire burning through
the roof of a residential build-
ing near the monastery.

Three other western cities,
Ivano-Frankivsk, Vinnytsia and
Ternopil, were also targeted.

The head of the Iva-
no-Frankivsk region, Svitlana
Onyshchuk, said two people
were killed. Four, including
a six-year-old child, were in-
jured. Various buildings in the
city as well as the maternity
hospital were damaged.

Andriy  Sadovyi/Telegram
A burning monasteryAndriy
Sadovyi/Telegram

Lviv officials posted images of
a residential building on fire next
to the Bernardine monastery

In Lviv, Mayor Andriy
Sadovyi said 13 people in his
city were injured and warned

that the number would in-
crease.

The strikes came hours after
a heavy overnight attack left at
least five people dead.

A 61-year-old woman was
killed when a drone hit an elec-
tric train in Kharkiv early on
Tuesday, authorities said, while
other deaths were reported in
Zaporizhzhia, Kherson and
Poltava.

While four years of war
have left virtually no corner of
Ukraine untouched, the west
of the country has been hit
comparatively less intensely

launches

and frequently than other are-
as nearer the Russian border in
the east.

Yurii Thnat, spokesman of
the Ukrainian Air Force, said
late on Tuesday afternoon that
a "large number of drones" had
entered Ukrainian airspace
from the north of the coun-
try, "effectively moving in col-
umns".

"The geography of the strikes
during the daytime was broad-
er than at night... It can be said
this was one of the largest at-
tacks within a 24-hour period,"
he said.

In an earlier post, he blamed
"bureaucratic problems" for
holding up his plans to mod-
ernise the armed forces' equip-
ment and their aircraft.

"I will allow no further de-
lays, the lives of our young peo-
ple are at stake," he wrote.

Mobile phone footage shared
on social media showed the plane
losing height shortly after take-
off, followed by a large plume of
smoke rising from the crash site
and the sound of explosions.

Colombia's defence minister
said the sound came from am-
munition on board blowing up
in the flames.

He added that there was no
indication that the plane had
come under attack from any
of the armed groups which are
active in the Putumayo region.

A local farmer told AFP
news agency that he had heard

£

COLOMBIA PLANE C

i

RASH

a loud bang before the Hercules
crashed into trees near his home.
"I felt an explosion in the air and,
when I looked up, the plane was
flying close to the house on my
plot," Noé Mota said.

According to the latest death
toll, 58 army personnel, six
members of the air force and
two police officers were killed in
the crash, Commander General
Hugo Alejandro Lopez said.

The crash is the second time
a Hercules C-130 has been in-
volved in a deadly accident in
as many months.

On 27 February, a Hercules
C-130 belonging to the Bolivi-
an army, carrying a shipment of
banknotes, overshot the runway
on its approach to the airport in
El Alto, in Bolivia, and crashed
into traffic on a nearby highway.

Twenty-four people were
killed in that incident.
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“A nation drained: The falling Naira, mass exodus of
talent, and rising hunger push nigeria to the brink”

GENERAL Iwu Cosmos JP.

igeria, long celebrated as the
| \ | Giant of Africa, now finds
itself grappling with a silent
but deepening national emergen-
cy. Beneath the surface of political
speeches and policy declarations lies
a troubling reality shaped by three
powerful and interconnected crises—
the persistent fall of the naira, the
alarming exodus of skilled citizens,
and the growing menace of food inse-
curity. Together, these forces are not
only weakening the nation’s econom-
ic foundation but also threatening its
social stability and future prosperity.
The steady depreciation of the naira
has become one of the most visible sym-
bols of Nigeria’s economic distress. As the
currency continues to lose value against
major international currencies, the con-
sequences are felt across every sector of
society. Import-dependent businesses
struggle to survive, production costs soar,
and inflation tightens its grip on already
burdened citizens. For the average Nigeri-
an, the weakening naira translates directly
into higher prices for food, fuel, medicine,
and basic services.
The purchasing power of house-
holds continues to shrink, pushing
more families below the poverty line.

This currency crisis is not merely an
economic statistic; it is a daily lived ex-
perience. Market traders adjust prices
almost weekly, transport fares rise un-
predictably, and small businesses face
closure due to unstable operating con-
ditions. The lack of confidence in the
naira discourages both local and foreign
investment, creating a cycle of uncer-
tainty that further weakens the economy.
Without deliberate and sustained efforts
to stabilize the currency through sound
fiscal management and increased local
production, the downward trend may
persist with even harsher consequences.

Closely linked to this econom-
ic strain is the disturbing rise in the
mass migration of Nigerias skilled
workforce, popularly referred to as the
“Japa” phenomenon. Across various
sectors, from healthcare to education
and engineering, highly trained pro-
fessionals are leaving the country in
search of better opportunities abroad.
This wave of migration is not driven
by mere ambition, but by necessity—
an urgent response to limited oppor-
tunities, poor working conditions, and
economic instability at home.

The impact of this brain drain is
severe and far-reaching. Hospitals
are losing experienced doctors and
nurses, leaving the healthcare system

under pressure. Schools and universi-
ties are witnessing a shortage of qual-
ified educators, affecting the quality
of learning. Industries that depend on
technical expertise are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to maintain stand-
ards and drive innovation. In essence,
Nigeria is exporting the very talent it
desperately needs to build its future.
While individuals have the right to
seek better lives, the scale of this exodus
reflects a deeper national challenge. A
country that cannot retain its brightest
minds risks stagnation and long-term
decline. Reversing this trend requires
more than appeals to patriotism; it
demands practical reforms that create
opportunities, reward excellence, and
restore hope among the youth.
Compounding these challenges is
the growing crisis of food insecurity.
Despite its vast agricultural potential,
Nigeria is witnessing a troubling rise in
hunger. The cost of staple foods has in-
creased dramatically, making it difficult
for many households to afford basic
nutrition. Factors such as insecurity in
farming regions, inadequate infrastruc-
ture, poor storage systems, and limited
government support have significantly
reduced agricultural productivity.
Farmers, who should be the back-
bone of food security, are often una-

ble to access their lands due to safety
concerns. Post-harvest losses remain
high due to lack of modern storage
and transportation facilities. As sup-
ply struggles to meet demand, pric-
es continue to rise, placing essential
food items beyond the reach of or-
dinary citizens. Hunger is no longer
confined to rural areas; it is increas-
ingly visible in urban centers, where
families are forced to survive on less.

These three crises are deeply inter-
connected, each reinforcing the other
in a dangerous cycle. A weak cur-
rency drives inflation and hardship,
pushing citizens to seek opportunities
abroad. The departure of skilled pro-
fessionals reduces productivity and
innovation, further weakening the
economy. At the same time, economic
instability and insecurity undermine
agricultural output, leading to food
shortages and rising hunger.

Breaking this cycle requires urgent,
coordinated, and decisive action. Sta-
bilizing the naira must be prioritized
through disciplined economic poli-
cies, diversification of revenue sources,
and support for local industries. To
address the brain drain, government
and private sector stakeholders must
create an enabling environment where
talent can thrive—through better wag-

es, improved working conditions, and
investment in critical sectors.

Equally important is the need for a
comprehensive agricultural strategy
that ensures food security. This in-
cludes protecting farmers, moderniz-
ing farming practices, improving ru-
ral infrastructure, and strengthening
supply chains. When agriculture is
given the attention it deserves, it can
become a powerful driver of econom-
ic growth and stability.

Above all, transparency and ac-
countability in governance remain
essential. Nigerians must see clear,
measurable results from policies and
leadership decisions. Trust is built
when actions align with promises and
when the welfare of citizens is placed
at the center of national priorities.

Nigeria’s current challenges are se-
rious, but they are not beyond reso-
lution. With bold leadership, strategic
planning, and collective commitment,
the nation can reverse its course and
reclaim its promise. The moment de-
mands action, not hesitation.

If the naira is stabilized, if talent is
retained, and if hunger is addressed,
Nigeria can rise again—stronger,
more resilient, and truly deserving of
its title as the Giant of Africa.
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Sports Commission boss says sports provides platform

for advocacy, unity and social change

KEHINDE OSAGIEDE/
RICHARD EWEKA

he Executive Chairman,
TEdo State Sports Com-
mission Hon. Amadin
Desmond Enabulele has said

® assures Cyclist Kanyeyachukwu Tagbo-0keke of support

that sports, besides competi-
tion, provide opportunities and
platforms for advocacy, unity
and social change.

The Edo State Sports Com-
mission boss made the asser-
tion at the Samuel Ogbemudia
Stadium in Benin City Edo

—_— -

EDO STATE SPORTS COMMISSION CHAIRMAN HON AMADIN DESMOND ENABULELE RECEIVES AUTISTIC
ARTIST AND RIDER KAYEN TAGBO-OKEKE

State in his welcome address
when he received the cycling
team of autistic artist, Kany-
eyachukwu Tagbo-Okeke
which made a stopover visit on
their historic 100-Mile cycling
ride by Kanye Tagbo-Okeke.

Hon Enabulele noted that
Kanyeyachukwu's journey is
a reminder that sports go be-
yond competition but a plat-
form for advocacy, unity and
social change, adding that
through the initiative, the au-
tistic artist is helping to break
barriers, challenges, miscon-
ception and also helping to
amplify the voices of persons
with disabilities.

The Edo Sports Commission
boss commended the Kany-
eyachukwu Tagbo-Okeke and
his parents for their courage
to embark on a truly inspiring
journey of the historic 100-
mile endurance cycling ride

3 Days to Go: NSC Leadership to lead opening
ceremony of 3rd National Para Sports Festival

ith just three days
to go, anticipation
is building for the

grand opening ceremony of
the 3rd National Para Sports
Festival, scheduled to hold on
Saturday, March 28, 2026.

The festival, a flagship event
in Nigeria’s para sports calen-
dar, will bring together athletes
with disabilities from across
the country to compete in a
wide range of sporting events,
showcasing resilience, talent,
and the unifying power of
sports.

The opening ceremony
events will be led by the Chair-
man of the National Sports
Commission, Mallam Shehu
Dikko, alongside the Direc-
tor General, Hon. Bukola Ol-
opade. The leadership of the
Commission stated that the
Games represents Nigeria’s
strong commitment to the de-
velopment and promotion of
inclusive sports.

Speaking ahead of the festi-
val, Hon. Olopade emphasized
that the event is about cele-
brating courage, breaking bar-
riers, and inspiring a new gen-
eration of athletes. The festival
is expected to feature events
across multiple disciplines,
including athletics, wheelchair
basketball, para powerlifting,
and amputee football.

The National Para Sports
Festival serves as a critical
platform for talent discov-
ery, athlete development, and

preparation for internation-
al competitions, including
qualifiers for global events
sanctioned by bodies such
as International Paralympic
Committee. It also aligns with
Nigerias broader agenda of
promoting inclusivity, equal
opportunity, and social inte-
gration through sports.

The National Sports Com-
mission invites all stakehold-
ers, partners, and the general
public to be part of this his-
toric event and support the
growth of para sports in the
country.

MALLAM SHEHU DIKKO, NSC CHAIRMAN

from Enugu to Lagos State in
commemoration of World Au-
tism Awareness Day celebrated
annually on April 2nd.

"We are not just witness-
ing a sporting activity; we are
now a part of a movement that
speaks to courage, resilience,
inclusion and the limitless po-
tential of the human spirit. We
are happy to be a part of your
historical journey to making
successful global recognition
in sports achievement.

"As you endure this particu-
lar rigorous journey from Enu-
gu to Lagos, passing through
Edo State, we are proud to be
part of this historic moment.
This visit is particularly sig-
nificant to us because of your
personal connection to Edo
State through maternal roots
and your commitment in the
pursuit of excellence".

Hon. Enabulele proudly
stated that Edo State is known
for excellence in sports, youths
and human capacity develop-
ment, maintaining that the
State remains committed to
promoting and encouraging
growth regardless of age and
gender.

He noted that the State
strongly believed that there is
ability in disability if given the
opportunity to thrive, com-
mending  Kanyeyachukwu's
courage and determination to
pursue global recognition and
accomplishments as an autistic
artist.

"Your journey, young cham-
pion is a beacon of hope as it
tells every young Nigerian that
no dream is too big and no
challenge is insurmountable.
We celebrate your courage;
we embrace your message and

stand with you in promoting
a more inclusive and compas-
sionate society".

In his goodwill message, the
Honourable =~ Commissioner
for health Cyril Oshomohole
commended Kanyeyachukwu
Tagbo-Okeke for his courage,
resilience and the power of the
human spirit.

He noted that at 16 years of
age Kanyeyachukwu has decid-
ed to challenge the limit, defile
impossibility, as he embarked
on 100 miles cycling from Enu-
gu to Lagos which is a great feat
to achieved.

"Every great journey is made
possible through determina-
tion, purpose and belief as your
story sends a powerful message
to not only young people but
all of us that impossibility is
truly a myth. We celebrate you
and assure you that we are with
you all the way". Oshiomhole
assured.

The father of the autistic art-
ist and rider

Mr. Togbo Okeke who is also
riding with his son said they
have been riding from Enugu
to Okah, Asaba and now a stop
over in Benin, adding that they
are riding to Lagos and that
they are doing it for autism.

He noted that his son Kany-
eyachukwu is living with autism
and was diagnosed at age four
and has made the Guinness
World Records for the largest
painting on canvas last year.

Kanyeyachukwu Tag-
bo-Okeke is a 16 year old au-
tistic artist who defiled all odds
to embark on this 100-mile
endurance cycling ride from
Enugu to Lagos in commemo-
ration of World Autism Day on
April 2nd.

FIBA recognises Kida-led NBBF Board, sets October 15' election deadline

r I Yhe global basketball
governing body, FIBA,
has formally recognised

the leadership of the Nigeria

Basketball Federation (NBBF)

under Musa Kida, while setting

a deadline of October 15, 2026,

for the federation’s next elective

congress.

The decision was conveyed
in a letter dated March 16,
2026, addressed to the NBBF
Secretary, in which FIBA out-
lined its position on the federa-
tion’s governance and electoral
timeline.

According to the corre-
spondence, the current NBBF
board will remain in office un-
til October 15, 2026. FIBA also
directed that elections into the
federation’s governing body

must take place after the con-
clusion of the FIBA Women's
Basketball World Cup, sched-
uled for September 13, 2026,
and no later than the stipulated
October deadline.

In addition, FIBA stated
that it would not recognise any
amendments to the NBBF stat-
utes until the electoral process
has been completed.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the Director General of
the National Sports Commis-
sion, Bukola Olopade, urged
stakeholders within the basket-
ball community to align with
FIBA's directive.

“I want to appeal to all bas-
ketball stakeholders to abide
by FIBAs decisions. FIBA has
spoken, and that should bring

an end to the divisions within
the basketball fraternity, Ol-
opade said.

FIBA, in its letter, noted
that it has closely monitored
governance issues within the
NBBF since 2017, particularly
during election cycles which
have often been marked by dis-
putes. The body recalled that
tensions surrounding the fed-
eration’s leadership previous-
ly led to Nigerias withdrawal
from a major international
competition and prompted
disciplinary measures before
stability was restored in Octo-
ber 2022.

The latest directive is expect-
ed to provide a framework for
a more orderly and inclusive
electoral process later this year.

VE CC

ary, 2022
‘ble Hotel
o State

BASKETBALL FEDERATION PRESIDENT ENGR MUSA KIDA
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Reglstrtlon stlll open for 11th Okpekpe road race

OKPEKPE ROAD RACE

egistration is still ongoing
for the 11th edition of the
kpekpe International

10km Road Race, according to
Race Director Zack Amodu.

Amodu disclosed that the
registration portal opened in
early March and has already re-
ceived an impressive response.

Registration is still open to
athletes and non-athletes who
wish to participate in our his-
toric race scheduled to hold on
May 23, 2026 in Okpekpe in
Edo State," he said.

He explained that intending
runners can register either on-
line or physically.

'For those who want to register
online, they should visit the races

website, www.okpekperoadrace.
com, while those intending to
register physically can either
download the registration form
on our website or go to Samuel
Ogbemudia Stadium in Benin
City, Edo state to pick up one.

The form in PDF format can
be scanned and submitted on-
line via register@okpekperoad-
race.com,’ Amodu added.

All participants must agree to
World Athletics rules and regu-
lations governing road races.

'The official entry form
must be completed fully by
each intending participant.
Completion of the entry form
represents acceptance of the
terms and conditions for par-

ticipating in the historic race,
Amodu emphasized.

He noted that the race is not
only for professional athletes
competing for prize money but
also for those running for fun,
fitness, or charity.

The Okpekpe Internation-
al 10km Road Race holds the
distinction of being the first
world-class road running event
in Nigeria and West Africa, and
the first to be granted a gold
label status by World Athletics.

After last year’s cancella-
tion due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances, organizers say
the 2026 edition will return
'stronger, better and in a more
glamorous manner

Yenagoa City Int’l T0KM race: World press conference
holds April 3rd, kit collections starts on April 1st

ith just 12 days
to the Yenagoa
City International

10KM Race, Bayelsa State
and Nilayo Sports Manage-
ment Ltd is set to host the
World Press Conference for
the race on April 3, 2026.

The press conference will
bring together key stake-
holders in athletics, includ-
ing delegates from World
Athletics, government offi-
cials, race organizers, and
members of the media. The
event aims to formally pres-
ent the race to the global
sporting community, high-
light its significance, and
reaffirm Bayelsa State’s read-
iness to host a world-class
competition.

The Yenagoa City 10KM
Race has continued to gain
international recognition,
attracting elite runners from
across Nigeria and around
the world.

The presence of World
Athletics delegates further
underscores the race’s grow-
ing status and alignment
with global standards.

As part of pre-race activi-
ties, kits collection will com-
mence from April 1 through
April 3, 2026, at the Peace
Park, Mbiama, Yenagoa.

All registered runners are
expected to collect their race
kits within this period ahead
of race day.

Speaking ahead of the
event, organizers expressed

confidence in Bayelsa’s pre-
paredness, noting that all
logistics have been put in
place to ensure a seamless
and memorable experience
for athletes, officials, and
spectators.

The Yenagoa City 10KM
Race is not only a celebra-
tion of athletic excellence
but also a platform to pro-
mote health, tourism, and
community engagement in
Bayelsa State.
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International friendly: Brazil, Argentina
demand huge fees from South Africa

head of preparations
for the upcoming FIFA
World Cup, South Af-

ricas senior national team,
Bafana Bafana, have reportedly
been met with steep financial
demands from global heavy-
weights Brazil national football

CARLO ANCELOTTI

team and Argentina national
football team for potential in-
ternational friendly matches.
According to reports, the
Brazilian Football Confedera-
tion has requested a fee of $5
million for a friendly encoun-
ter with South Africa national

football team.

Similarly, the Argentine
Football Association is said to
have demanded €5 million to
sanction a match involving the
reigning world champions.

The proposed fixtures are
part of South Africa’s broad-
er plan to secure high-profile
opposition as they intensify
preparations for the global
showpiece.

However, the financial re-
quirements from both South
American giants could pose
a significant challenge for the
South African Football Asso-
ciation.

Friendly matches involving
top-tier nations such as Bra-
zil and Argentina often attract
substantial commercial inter-
est, given their global appeal,
star-studded squads, and com-
petitive pedigree.

SWAN commiserates
with NFRA over death of

President Sani Zubairu

r I Yhe Sports Writers Associ-
ation of Nigeria (SWAN)
has commiserated with

the Nigeria Football Referees

Association (NFRA) over the

demise of its President, Mallam

Sani Zubairu, on Tuesday.

In a letter of condolence
addressed to the leadership of
NFRA, SWAN President, Mr.
Isaiah Benjamin, through the
Association's ~ Secretary-Gen-
eral, Amb. Tkenna Okonkwo
described Mallam Zubairu as
a distinguished administrator
who made so much impact
with the whistle in his active
days as a FIFA Referee.

Part of the letter reads, "On
behalf of the National Secretar-
iat of Sports Writers Associa-
tion of Nigeria (SWAN), I write
with deep sorrow to extend my
heartfelt condolences to the
Executive Board and the entire
family of the Nigeria Football

-

PRESIDENT SANI ZUBAIRU

Referees Association on the
passing of your esteemed Pres-
ident, Mallam Sanni Zubairu.

"The news of his demise is
a painful loss, not only to the
Nigeria Football Referees As-
sociation but also to the entire
football community in Nigeria.
Mallam Zubairu was a distin-
guished leader whose dedica-
tion, integrity, and passion for
the development of refereeing
in Nigerian football stood him
out as a pillar in the game.

"Mallam Zubairu, a jolly
good fellow and good partner,
has contributed immensely to
the growth, organisation, and
professionalism of refereeing.
He helped to strengthen the
credibility of football across
the nation. His leadership and
commitment will be deeply
missed by colleagues, officials,
and stakeholders in the football
ecosystem.

Boxing Federation seeks police intervention over

he Nigeria Boxing Fed-
Teration (NBF) has filed

a formal petition with
the Lagos State Police Com-
mand over what it describes as
a planned violent protest alleg-
edly linked to leaders of the Ni-
geria Boxing Board of Control
(NBBofC).

In the petition dated March
23, 2026, and signed by NBF
Secretary  General  Vivian
Azimene, the federation raised
concerns about alleged un-
lawful activities by individuals

associated with the NBBofC,
including claims of mobilizing
individuals purportedly posing
as boxers to stage a protest.

According to the petition,
the proposed demonstration
is expected to take place at the
boxing facility within the Na-
tional Stadium Surulere. The
NBF expressed fears that such
a gathering could disrupt pub-
lic order and pose risks to lives
and property in the area.

The federation urged police
authorities to investigate the al-

legations, prevent any unlawful
assembly, and ensure adequate
security around the stadium
premises. It also called for ap-
propriate legal action against
those found culpable if any acts
of violence, vandalism, or theft
occur under the guise of protest.

The petition specifically
mentioned Rafiu Ladipo and
Remi Aboderin in connection
with the alleged plans.

The development comes
amid ongoing tensions be-
tween the NBF and the

alleged unlawful protest

NBBofC, with the federation
accusing the latter of attempt-
ing to incite members of the
boxing community. The dis-
pute is reportedly linked to re-
cent reform efforts within the
sport aligned with the agenda
of the National Sports Com-
mission, led by Chairman She-
hu Dikko and Director Gener-
al Bukola Olopade.

As of the time of filing this
report, there has been no offi-
cial response from the NBBofC
regarding the allegations




nNigerianObserver ’@NigerianObserve @@thenigerianobserver

www.nigerianobservernews.com

WED., 25TH MARCH 2026

FEATURE

The Nigerian

Observer

...that the people may know

Profiling of Nigeria: Gideon Eze's predicament in Qatar

t the airport in Qatar, they
Aasked where I was coming

from, I said Nigeria. Then an
official made a statement - Gideon
Ezeh.

Gideon Ezeh, a Nigerian data an-
alyst, said in an interview with The
Punch that he is a graduate of the
University of Nigeria, Nsukka, and
works with both an international and
alocal company.

He explained that on May 7, 2025,
he left Abuja around 1 p.m. on a Qa-
tar Airways flight to Dallas to visit his
wife, with a stopover in Doha. He said
he arrived at the airport around 10
p.m. after an eight-hour journey.

He stated that he was traveling with
two bags, including his laptop bag and
another containing his clothes and a
mannequin head he had purchased in
Abuja to learn hair plaiting. Accord-
ing to him, he had been practicing
with tutorials on TikTok and carried
the mannequin in his hand luggage to
continue learning while abroad.

He added that during airport
screening, officials noticed the man-
nequin head and questioned him
about it. He explained what it was, but
they later claimed something might
be inside it. He said he was unaware
of any such contents, after which they
carried out a swab test and screened it
for narcotics.

When asked what the airport offi-
cials discovered after the test, Gideon
Ezeh said that the result came out
negative. However, he explained that
the first set of officials asked him to
wait as they needed to escalate the
matter to security for further checks
using more advanced machines, as
they believed they had detected a
dense area inside the mannequin
head on their screen.

He stated that he agreed, and se-
curity personnel were called in. Ac-
cording to him, the officer examined
the item and asked questions about
where he purchased the mannequin.
He told them it was from a popular
market in Nigeria and also said he did
not know what was inside the head.

He added that they decided to con-
duct another round of checks, and
he consented. After the additional
screening and tests, the result still
came out negative.

He further stated, "It was while they
were questioning me about where
I was coming from and where I was
going that I told them I was travelling
to visit my wife in the US. They per-
sistently asked where I was coming
from, and I told them Nigeria. Then
one of the officials made a statement."

"He said, ‘Nigeria, too much prob-
lem’ Immediately he made that state-
ment, everything changed—from
routine checks on my items to suspi-
cion that I was carrying narcotics. So,
they immediately escalated the matter
to the head at the airport.”

He said that among the airport of-
ficials, there was a white woman with

a European accent, while the others
were Arabs speaking Arabic, which he
could not understand. He explained
that when the issue was escalated to
her, she returned with additional offi-
cials who surrounded him, making it
appear as though he was a major drug
suspect, and attracting the attention
of other people at the airport.

He added that the woman said they
needed to open the mannequin to
check what was inside and explained
that it would have to be torn open. He
told them he had no objection.

He said the situation became un-
comfortable for him, so he allowed
them to proceed with whatever
checks were necessary, trusting the
process, and maintaining that he was
certain the mannequin head did not
contain any drugs, as he had pur-
chased it from a busy market like
Maraba.

WHAT DID THE AIRPORT OFFICIALS
DISCOVER AFTER THE TEST?

It came out negative, but the first
line of officials at the airport said I
should wait because they would need
to escalate the matter to security so
they could bring more machines to
ensure that it did not contain narcot-
ics. According to them, there was a
dense area they could see in the head
of the mannequin from their screen.

I said no problem, so they called
security. The officer came, looked
at it, and asked me a few questions
about where I got the mannequin. I
told them it was from a popular mar-
ket in Nigeria. They asked if I knew
what was inside the head, and I said I
did not know.

After that, they said they wanted
to check again, and I said, ‘No prob-
lem, check anything you want. Just
go ahead’ So, after checking and even
doing another test, it still came out
negative.

It was while they were questioning
me about where I was coming from
and where I was going that I told
them I was travelling to visit my wife
in the US. They persistently asked
where I was coming from, and I told
them Nigeria. Then one of the offi-
cials made a statement.

WHAT DID HE SAY?

He said, ‘Nigeria, too much prob-
lem’ Immediately he made that state-
ment, everything changed—from
routine checks on my items to suspi-
cion that I was carrying narcotics. So,
they immediately escalated the matter
to the head at the airport.

There was one white woman with a
European accent, but the other ones
were Arabs, and they were speaking
Arabic, so I could not understand
them. When they escalated the mat-
ter to her, she later came with other
airport officials. They surrounded me
as if they had caught a major drug
suspect, and everyone at the airport
started staring at me.

Gideon Eze

When the matter got to the wom-
an, she said they needed to open the
mannequin to ascertain what was in-
side. She said they would need to tear
it, and I said, No problem, you can
open it’

The situation was already getting to
a point where I was no longer com-
fortable. So, I told them to do what-
ever they needed and ensure due pro-
cess, because I was sure that whatever
was inside the head was not drugs.
One cannot go to a busy market like
Maraba and buy drugs.

WHAT WAS THEIR NEXT ACTION?

After the checks, they took me to
the security post and asked whether
I had luggage on the plane. I said yes,
and they brought it out and searched
it. From the screen, I could see my
bag being searched.

They brought out my clothes,
food items, and everything. They
ran everything through the machine
twice. Two different sets of officials
conducted the checks, but they found
nothing. After the entire search, I
missed my flight because the process
lasted from 10 pm till around 4 am.

My stopover was just three hours,
so I was meant to continue my jour-
ney around 1 am. I told them I would
miss my flight, and they said I should
not worry—they would put me on
another one. So, I stayed there till 4
am.

WHAT HAPPENED THE NEXT
MORNING?

At about 4 am, the female official
returned, confirmed that nothing
incriminating was found, and direct-

ed that I be released. As I was being
processed for another flight, another
security officer intervened, spoke in
Arabic, and I was subjected to fresh
searches by customs.

The stones were tested again and
confirmed harmless, yet officials con-
ferred among themselves and halted
my departure. Instead of putting me
on a flight, I was taken to an office
where I overheard repeated referenc-
es to “cocaine” during phone calls, de-
spite earlier tests proving otherwise.

My phone, passport, and belong-
ings had already been seized, leaving
me unable to contact anyone. I was
moved from one office to another for
hours without explanation, growing
increasingly anxious.

Later, I was told I would be taken to
a police station for a confirmatory test
that would last two hours. Trusting
the process, I cooperated. However, I
was suddenly handcuffed and putin a
bus. Instead of a brief test, I was taken
to prison.

WHAT WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE IN
DETENTION LIKE?

When I was taken to the prison,
they stripped me naked and subjected
me to all manner of invasive searches.
I did not understand why nobody was
explaining anything to me because I
did not understand Arabic, and most
of them did not understand English.

They inserted objects into my anus
in search of drugs. They opened my
luggage and destroyed most of my
clothes and laptop while searching for
drugs. They even collected my urine
as a sample. I complied, believing that
once everything came out negative, I

would be released.

Instead, they threw me into prison.
The experience there was terrible. I
nearly died because I do not smoke,
yet smoking was everywhere. Nobody
spoke to me.

I could not eat because I could not
adapt to their food. My mum was
devastated, and my wife was strug-
gling because she could not reach me.

DID THEY ALLOW YOU TO MAKE A
CALL?

I was eventually allowed to call my
wife. I told her what was happening
and that I had been in a Qatar prison
for six weeks.

What troubles me most is why a re-
port alleging I carried 684 grammes
of cocaine was sent to the US despite
negative tests. Everything changed
once they saw my Nigerian passport
and said, ‘Nigeria, too many prob-
lems, suggesting profiling.

YOU MENTIONED THAT YOUR VISA
WAS REVOKED. CAN YOU EXPLAIN?

They sent a report to the US, and
my visa was revoked. When I came
out, I could no longer continue my
journey. I was given a document to
sign, written in Arabic. I assumed it
was a release document.

Later, I discovered it contained
details of what they alleged against
me. I had taken a snapshot because I
no longer trusted them. My visa had
already been revoked without my
knowledge.

WHAT STEPS DID YOU TAKE
AFTERWARDS?

I reported the matter to the Nige-
rian Embassy in Doha. They wrote to
Qatar’s Foreign Ministry twice, but
there has been no response.

Through the embassy and a hu-
man rights official, Mr Kazeem, I
obtained a document from the public
prosecution in Qatar confirming my
innocence. However, the airline and
airport authorities have not retracted
their report, and they refused to re-
lease the forensic report.

WHY WAS YOUR WIFE’S VISA
REVOKED?

It was because of the same report.
The incident has affected our entire
family financially and emotionally.
Qatar Airways has also not refunded
part of my ticket and initially banned
me, only to lift the ban later.

DO YOU PLAN TO SEEK REDRESS?

Yes. I will pursue justice to clear my
name and seek compensation. The
Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority has
invited Qatar Airways, but they have
not responded.

WHAT RESOLUTION DO YOU SEEK?

We want the report retracted, our
visas reinstated, and compensation
for the damages. This is something I
will never forget.
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