EDSEIC presents Certificates of Return to newly elected Edo LG chairmen, councillors

BENIN CITY

he Edo Independent

I Electoral ~Commission
(EDSIEC) on Monday
presented Certificates of Return
to the chairmen and vice chair-
men elected during Saturday’s

election into the 18 local gov-
ernment area of the state.

Presenting the certificates at
the commission’s headquarters in
Benin, the Chairman of EDSIEC,
Mr Jonathan Aifuobhokhan, said
the exercise marked the success-
ful completion of the 2026 local
government election.

He congratulated all candi-
dates, who took part in the elec-
tion, especially those declared

winners, and urged them to
serve the people with honesty,
fairness and accountability.

“The Certificate of Return is
more than an official document.
It is a mandate given to you by
the people of your respective lo-
cal government areas.

“Public office is a sacred trust.
Lead with integrity, humility and

fairness, and always work for the
good of the people,” he said.
Aifuobhokhan wurged the
elected officials to promote
peace and unity, carry everyone
along regardless of political af-
filiation, religion or ethnicity,
and use public resources wisely.
He also urged them to focus
on development that would

improve the lives of people at
the grassroots.

The EDSIEC chairman
thanked the Edo government,
security agencies, political par-
ties, election observers, civil
society organisations, tradi-
tional and religious leaders, the
media, election officials and
residents for their support.

This, he said, contributed to the
peaceful conduct of the election.

Responding on behalf of the
elected chairmen, the Chair-
man-elect of Oredo local Gov-
ernment area commended the
commission for conducting
what he described as a free, fair
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Abidjan Summit: African Union invites
Edo Govt to showcase energy reforms

RicHARD EWEKA

COTE D'IVOIRE

r I Yhe African Union Com-
mission (AUC) has
invited Edo State Com-

missioner for Power to speak

at a high-level continental
summit in Abidjan, Cote d'Ivo-
ire, in recognition of the state's
progress in the energy sector.
The invitation was con-
veyed in a letter signed by Mr
Regis Tade, Innovation Expert

in the Directorate of Industry,
Mining, Entrepreneurship
and Tourism (IMET), under
the African Union Commis-
sion's Department of Eco-
nomic Development, Trade,
Tourism, Industry and Miner-
als (ETTIM).

According to the letter, the
Commissioner has been invit-
ed to serve as an Inspirational
Speaker on the Founder Stage
during the Joint 9th Specialised
Technical Committee (STC)

on Finance and the 5th STC on
Trade, Tourism, Industry and
Minerals. The event is sched-
uled to take place in Abidjan,
Republic of Céte d'Ivoire, from
July 20 to 24, 2026.

The Commission said the
invitation was in recogni-
tion of the "notable progress
achieved by Edo State in the
energy sector,” describing the
state's experience as an exam-
ple of innovation, vision and

results-driven leadership that
could inspire other African
countries.

The summit will bring togeth-
er government officials, policy-
makers, development partners,
private sector leaders and other
stakeholders to discuss strategies
for financing Africa's industrial-
isation and sustainable econom-
ic development.

The African Union said it
expected Edo State to share its

experience in advancing ener-
gy infrastructure and reforms,
noting that the state's achieve-
ments would contribute to dis-
cussions on industrial growth
and sustainable development
across the continent.

The Commission stated that
details of the programme, par-
ticipation format and other ar-
rangements had been outlined
in the formal invitation sent to
the governor. It also expressed its

readiness to provide further clari-
fication ahead of the meeting.

A copy of the correspond-
ence was also sent to the Edo
State Commissioner for Power,
Hon Paul Usenbo.

The invitation marks a conti-
nental recognition of Edo State's
efforts to strengthen its energy
sector, which the state govern-
ment has identified as a key
driver of industrialisation, in-
vestment and economic growth.

Okpebholo pledges
N41 million for Edo
returnees from S/Africa

BENIN CITY

do State Governor Mon-
Eday Okpebholo  has

pledged N1 million to
each Edo indigene evacuated
from South Africa following
xenophobic attacks, saying the
money will help them secure
accommodation and rebuild
their lives.

The governor made the an-
nouncement on Monday while
receiving the returnees at the
Festival Hall of the Govern-
ment House in Benin City.

He said the state govern-
ment would also provide soft
loans to enable the returnees to
start businesses and reintegrate
into society.

"Your success begins today.
Many of you possess knowl-
edge and skills in different

areas. Once you identify what
you want to do, come to us. We
will give you a soft loan to start
with because we want you to
fully reintegrate into society,"
Okpebholo said.

He added that each return-
ee would receive N1 million
within 24 hours to help with
accommodation.

"Between now and tomor-
row, you will receive that mon-
ey so you will not be stranded.
There is no place better than
home. Nobody will chase you
away from here. We have peace
here. Edo is safe, and Nigeria is
safe,” he said.

The governor urged the re-
turnees to focus on rebuilding
their lives, saying their survival
was more important than the

CONTINUES ON PG 4»

XENOPHOBIA:

Gov. Monday Okpebholo (middle) with Edo State returnees from S/Africa in Government House, Benin City on Monday.
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NUC approves medicine, 4 health programmes

for Wellspring University

EDpwARD OSEGHE

BENIN CITY

ellspring University
has entered a new
phase in its academ-

ic development following the
National Universities Com-
mission’s (NUC) approval of
medicine and four new under-

beginning from the 2026/2027
academic session.
Vice-Chancellor,  Professor
Isaac Rotimi Ajayi, announced
the milestone during a press
conference at the University's
Senate Chamber on Friday, de-
scribing the approval as a land-
mark achievement that reinforc-
es the institution's commitment

tive healthcare professionals.
Professor Ajayi explained
that the approval followed a
comprehensive resource verifi-
cation and assessment exercise
conducted by a panel of NUC
experts in April 2026, which
evaluated the University's aca-
demic manpower, governance
structure, physical infrastruc-

facilities and institutional ca-
pacity to deliver quality pro-
grammes in line with national
and international standards.
The newly approved pro-
grammes are Bachelor of Medi-
cine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS),
B.Sc. Human Anatomy, B.Sc.
Human Physiology, Bachelor of
Health Information Management
(BHIM), and Bachelor of Com-
munity Health Science (B.CHS.).
According to the Vice-Chan-
cellor, the approval places Well-

graduate health programmes to producing globally competi- ture, laboratories, teaching spring University among the se-
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DEVELOPMENT EFFORT:

The Commander Infantry Corps, Major General Godwin Mukut, Commissioning infrastructurral projects during an operational assessment visit

to the headquarters of 4 Brigade, Nigerian Army, Benin city, on Saturday.

Army Tasks Troops on Family Values, Commissions
Projects in Edo

MIKE OSAROGIAGBON

BENIN CITY

Te Nigerian Army has urged
its personnel to uphold
strong family values, saying
a stable home front is essential for
effective military service.

The Commander Infantry
Corps, Major General Godwin
Mutkut, gave the charge on
Saturday during an operational
assessment visit to the Head-
quarters of 4 Brigade Nigerian
Army, Benin City.

Addressing officers and sol-
diers after commissioning sever-
al infrastructural projects, Mut-
kut said love, care and respect
for family members would en-
hance discipline, commitment
and efficiency in service.

He also conveyed the good-
will message of the Chief of
Army Staff, Lieutenant General
Waidi Shaibu, and commended
the troops for their loyalty, resil-
ience, professionalism and un-
wavering commitment to duty.

The senior officer urged the

personnel to remain focused in
the discharge of their consti-
tutional responsibilities while
upholding the core values and
ethics of the Nigerian Army.

Mutkut also praised the bri-
gade's proactive operational
posture, noting that it had con-
tributed to improved security
and peace across Edo State.

He commissioned a re-
modelled brigade conference
room, a new operations room,
a sick bay, an ultra-modern
fire point, a quarter guard and
a newly constructed brigade
mascot and fountain.

The Commander, 4 Brigade,

Brigadier General Ahmed Balo-
gun, thanked the Infantry Corps
commander for the visit and reaf-
firmed the brigade's commitment
to protecting lives and property
while maintaining professional-
ism and operational excellence.
Captain Kennedy Anyanwu,
Assistant Director, Army Pub-
lic Relations, 4 Brigade Nigeri-
an Army, Benin City, disclosed
this in a statement on Sunday.
The visit also featured a tour
of facilities at the Nigerian
Army Cantonment, Ekehuan,
an interactive session with
officers and soldiers, and the
presentation of souvenirs.

lect Nigerian universities licensed
by the NUC to train medical doc-
tors, while also producing profes-
sionals in anatomy, physiology,
health information management
and community health sciences
to strengthen healthcare delivery
across the country.

He disclosed that the Uni-
versity has made significant
investments in modern labora-
tories, anatomy and simulation
facilities, ICT-driven teaching
infrastructure, research, staff
development and other learn-
ing resources required to sus-
tain quality medical education.
He added that experienced pro-
fessors, consultants and other
medical specialists have been
engaged to ensure effective de-
livery of the programmes.

Professor Ajayi further re-
vealed that the University has
put in place arrangements
for students' clinical training
through designated teaching
and specialist hospitals, while
efforts are ongoing to secure all
necessary professional approv-
als, including accreditation by
the Medical and Dental Coun-
cil of Nigeria (MDCN) for the
MBBS programme.

He assured that the institu-
tion would continue to comply
with the quality assurance re-
quirements of both the NUC
and relevant professional regu-
latory bodies to maintain high
academic standards.

Speaking on admissions, the
Vice-Chancellor said the newly
approved programmes would
admit their pioneer students
during the 2026/2027 academ-
ic session, urging qualified
candidates to obtain admission
details through the University's
Admissions Office or via its of-
ficial website, www.wellsprin-
guniversity.edu.ng.

He noted that admission
into the medical programmes
would strictly follow the ad-
mission guidelines prescribed
by the NUC, the Joint Admis-
sions and Matriculation Board
(JAMB) and other relevant reg-
ulatory agencies.

Responding to questions
from journalists, Professor
Ajayi said the choice of the five
programmes was informed by
the University's strategic vision
to contribute meaningfully to
addressing Nigeria's growing
shortage of doctors and other
healthcare professionals, while
meeting the increasing demand
for quality health education.

He expressed confidence
that the programmes would
not only strengthen healthcare
manpower in Edo State and Ni-
geria but also stimulate medical
research, innovation and com-
munity-based healthcare inter-
ventions capable of improving
public health outcomes.

The Vice-Chancellor ac-
knowledged that attaining
the approval required years of
careful planning, significant
investment in infrastructure,
recruitment of qualified per-
sonnel and strict compliance
with regulatory benchmarks
established by the NUC.

He described the approval as
a vote of confidence in the Uni-
versity's academic quality and
institutional readiness.

Professor  Ajayi expressed
profound appreciation to the
National ~ Universities Com-
mission for its confidence in
Wellspring University and com-
mended the institution's Board
of Trustees, Governing Council,
Senate, Management, staff, stu-
dents and stakeholders for their
dedication and unwavering sup-
port in achieving the milestone.

EDSEIC presents Certificates...

((CONTINUED FROM PG 1

and credible election.

He said the elected chair-
men would support the de-
velopment agenda of the Edo
government and work for the
welfare of the people.

He assured residents that

they would not disappoint the
electorate but would work to
deliver dividends of democra-
cy at the grassroots.

Recall that candidates of the
All Progressives Congress won
in the 18 chairmanship seats
as well as 192 councillorship
positions.

Army intercepts illegal arms shipment, foils trafficking network in Kaduna

OBOH SYLVESTER

ABUJA

r I Aroops of Sector 7, Op-
eration ~ ENDURING
PEACE, have intercept-

ed an illegal arms shipment in

Kaduna State, recovering sev-

en firearms and disrupting a

suspected weapons trafficking

network operating across Pla-
teau and Niger states.

An operational report made
available on Monday in Abuja
said the intelligence-led opera-
tion followed credible informa-
tion on the movement of illicit

arms from Jos, Plateau, to Niger.

The report said troops con-
ducted a targeted stop-and-
search operation in the early
hours of Monday and intercept-
ed an ash-coloured Mercedes-
Benz at the Samaru Checkpoint
in Zangon Kataf Local Govern-
ment Area of Kaduna State.

It said a thorough search of
the vehicle led to the recovery
of three locally fabricated AK-
47 rifles and four submachine
guns (SMGs) carefully con-
cealed inside the vehicle.

According to the report, one
suspect attempted to evade ar-

rest during the operation but
was shot while trying to escape.

It added that the suspect was
immediately evacuated to the
Sector 7 Medical Centre in Ka-
fanchan, where he is receiving
treatment.

The report said preliminary
investigations indicated that
the weapons were allegedly
supplied by two suspected arms
dealers based in Jos and were
being transported to an intend-
ed recipient in Niger State.

It said the successful in-
terception underscored the
Nigerian Army’s resolve to

disrupt arms proliferation and
dismantle criminal networks
threatening national security.

The report added that the
Army would continue to work
in synergy with other security
agencies and law-abiding citi-
zens to deny criminal elements
freedom of action across the
country.

It also urged members of
the public to continue provid-
ing timely and credible infor-
mation to security agencies
to support efforts at tackling
criminality and safeguarding
lives and property.

Okpebholo pledges N41 million...

property they had lost.

"They may have taken
everything away from you, but
your life is more important
than the things they took. As a
government, we will continue
to support our people wherever
they are. If they are in distress,
we will rescue them and ensure
they do not go through such ex-
periences again," he said.

Governor Okpebholo also
reflected on the historical rela-
tionship between Nigeria and
South Africa, saying Nigeri-
ans had previously protected
South Africans and their busi-
nesses and would not retaliate
despite the attacks.

Speaking on behalf of the

returnees, Riches Unubun
thanked the Edo State and
Federal Governments for facil-
itating their evacuation from
South Africa.

"When we leave here, we
have the civic responsibility to
appreciate what the Edo State
Government has done for us.
Let them take us to where we
can register and collect our
voter cards because we want
these great things happening
in Edo to continue," he said.

The Director-General of the
Edo State Migration Agency,
Lucky Agazuma, commended
the governor for supporting
Edo indigenes facing hardship
in other African countries.
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Support Okpebholo's agenda, Idahosa tells Edo people

BENIN CITY

do State Deputy Gover-
Enor, Rt. Hon. Dennis Ida-
hosa, has urged residents
of the state to embrace unity,

cooperation and shared re-
sponsibility in support of Gov-

ernor Monday Okpebholo’s
development agenda, saying
sustainable growth can only
be achieved when government
and citizens work together.

In a statement signed by
his Chief Press Secretary, Fri-
day Aghedo, Idahosa made

the appeal on Sunday at a
thanksgiving service held in
honour of the late mother of
the Edo State Commissioner
for Agriculture and Food Se-
curity, Hon. Jerry Uwangue.
The thanksgiving service
drew government officials, po-

litical leaders, clerics, family
members, friends and other
well-wishers, who gathered to
celebrate the life and legacy of
the deceased.

Speaking at the event,
the Deputy Governor com-
mended the Uwangue family

-y

MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE:

A section of Ramat Park Flyover, Benin City, Edo State, just completed within the timelines publicly announced by Gov. Monday Okpebholo.

Ramat Park Flyover timely completion justifies public
confidence in Okpebholo

By BENEDICT OKATE

BENIN CITY

esidents of Benin City
have continued to com-
end Edo State Gover-

nor, Senator Monday Okpeb-
holo, following the completion
of the Ramat Park Flyover, a
major infrastructure project
he flagged off in November
2024 with a pledge to com-
plete it within 18 months.
Speaking with our cor-

respondent, an 85-year-old
landlord on Jemila Road
near the Ramat Park axis, Pa
Ehigiator Ibizugbe, said it is
uncommon for elected public
officials in Nigeria to com-
plete major projects within
the timelines they publicly
announce. He noted that Gov-
ernor Okpebholo had distin-
guished himself by matching
his words with action.

A commercial driver, Mr.
Osagie Ekhator, described
the flyover and the associated

road in the vicinity as a major
relief for motorists and com-
muters.

"When the Governor
flagged off this project, many
people doubted it would be
completed as promised. To-
day, he has shown that lead-
ership is about integrity. Gov-
ernor Monday Okpebholo has
proven himself to be a promise
keeper and a leader the people
can trust," he said.

Mrs. Grace Omoregie, a
trader in the Ramat Park area,
said the completed flyover is
already boosting commercial

activities and ease the traffic
congestion that had disrupted
businesses for years.

"This project has also
transformed the area. We are
grateful to the Governor for
keeping his word. It is not
every day that politicians ful-
fil their campaign and project
promises. This gives us hope
that government can truly
work for the people,” she said.

Another resident, Mr.
Kingsley  Aigbokhan, de-
scribed the project as a reflec-
tion of a new approach to gov-
ernance in Edo State.

for choosing to honour their
late matriarch with a thanks-
giving service, describing the
occasion as a befitting tribute
to a woman whose life was
marked by faith, sacrifice and
selfless service.

He noted that beyond
mourning loved ones, such
occasions offer an opportuni-
ty for reflection on enduring
values such as love, compas-
sion, unity and peaceful coex-
istence.

Idahosa said Edo people
must continue to rally behind
the policies and programmes
of the Okpebholo administra-
tion, emphasizing that mean-
ingful development flourishes
where there is mutual trust,
collaboration and active citi-
zen participation.

According to him, con-

structive engagement and col-
lective responsibility, rather
than unproductive criticism,
are vital to achieving lasting
progress, adding that every
resident has a role to play in
building a stronger and more
prosperous Edo State.

The Deputy Governor re-
affirmed the commitment of
the Governor Monday Ok-
pebholo-led administration
to delivering people-oriented
policies and impactful pro-
jects aimed at improving the
welfare and living standards
of citizens across the state.

He also called on residents
to remain steadfast in sup-
porting government initia-
tives while offering prayers for
the continued peace, stability
and sustainable development
of Edo State

Auchi Politechnic boasts quality academic staff, says Rector

AUCHI

r I ~he Rector of Auchi Pol-
ytechnic, Dr. Shehu S.
Umar has said that over

230 of its teaching staff now

has Masters and PhD degrees

with half of the number spon-
sored by the polytechnic un-
der his watch.

Dr Umar disclosed this
while speaking with journal-
ists in his office while high-
lighting his achievements so
far as rector.

He further stated that the
Polytechnic had less than 60
programmes which has now
been increased to 96 pro-
grammes with additional new
schools in the polytechnic.

The Rector said the Poly-
technic's Internally Generated
Revenue (IGR) was basically
based on student's enrollment,
hence, he decided to establish
revenue generating projects
such as the Polytechnic's Micro
finance bank; the remodeling

of the institution's guest house
Into viable PPP initiatives.

Others he said were the pure
water and bread bakery facto-
ries; paint and blocks industries;
Printing press; Welding and fab-
rication; Mechanic and automo-
bile workshop equipped for com-
mercial viability, all of which hay
tremendously inproved the IGR
of the Polytechnic.

Dr Umar whose tenure ex-
pires in February 2027, used
the opportunity to thank and
appreciate the management,
staff and students of the Pol-
ytechnic for their unwavering
support and cooperation.

He equally thanked the
host communities and its en-
vious for the peaceful coexist-
ence between the school, staff
and students. "I want to say I
have virtually lived my life in
Auchi first as a youth corp-
er, then as a staff and now as
a rector of the Polytechnic,
because of the good relation-
ship, our highly respected

traditional ruler, HRH Alhaji
H. A. Momobh, Ikelebe II, the
Otaru of Auchi Sacred King-
dom graciously given me the
title of Giwa of Auchi Sacred
Kingdom", he added.

Dr Umar who has well
over 80 verifiable projects
however listed some of his
achievements as, the Estab-
lishment of Micro Finance
Bank; Construction of 1.1km
road linking campus 2 and 3
for the safety of students; es-
tablishment of National Skills
Qualification (NSQ) with well
equipped materials.

He also listed the historic
launching and commence-
ment of the Open, Distance
and Flexible E-learning cen-
tre; additional 10 degrees pro-
grammes in affiliation with
Federal University Lokoja;
creation of students portal for
results and ID cards registra-
tion; construction of 250 twin
capacity lecture theatre and
computer laboratories; con-

struction of 250 twin comput-
er e-learning centre; remode-
ling of the school of ICT and
sponsorship of over 150 staff
for their Masters and PhDs
for staff development among
others.

Appeal Court upholds judgment
barring INEC from recognizing
Mark-led ADC congress

ABUJA

he Court of Appeal
in Abuja on Monday
upheld the judgment

restraining the Independent
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) from recognising
state congresses organised
by committees appointed by
the David Mark-led caretak-
er leadership of the African
Democratic Congress (ADC).

A three-member panel
of the appellate court, in a
judgment delivered by Justice
Okon Abang, said it found
no reason to set aside the re-
straining order the Federal
High Court in Abuja had
issued against the Mark-led
ADC on April 29.

It further upheld the order
of Justice Joyce Abdulmalik,
which restrained the Mark-
led executives from interfer-
ing with the tenure and func-
tions of the party’s elected
state executives.

The court concurred that
responsibility for conducting
state congresses of political

parties rests with elected state
executive committees, not
with the national leadership.

Justices Abang and Donatus
Okorowo gave the majority ver-
dict barring the electoral body
from acknowledging the out-
come of congresses held by the
Mark-led leadership of the ADC.

The head of the appellate
court’s panel, Justice Abba
Mohammed, gave a dissent-
ing judgment.

In his minority decision,
Justice Mohammed held that
the case that precipitated the
restraining order bordered on
a non-justiciable internal af-
fair of a political party.

He held that the trial court
was wrong to have assumed
jurisdiction to entertain the
matter.

This judgment may jeop-
ardise the presidential can-
didacies of former Vice Pres-
ident Atiku Abubakar and
other candidates who emerged
through the national congress
organised by the Mark-led
faction of the ADC, ahead of
the 2027 general elections.

Customs, NMDPRA auctions seized petrol worth N38m

LAGOS

r I Yhe Nigeria Customs
Service (NCS) has auc-
tioned 20,500 litres of

petrol worth N38 million in-

tercepted by Operation Whirl-
wind in the Lagos - Ogun axis.
The National Coordinator of

Operation Whirlwind, Deputy

Comptroller, Abubakar Aliyu,

said this while addressing stake-

holders on Monday at the Cus-
toms Training College, Ikeja.
Aliu said that the exercise
was carried out on the direc-
tive of the Comptroller-Gener-
al of Customs, Bashir Adeniyi.
He said the Nigeria Customs

Service remained committed
to its constitutional mandate of
safeguarding the national econo-
my, protecting critical assets, and
dismantling all networks involved
in smuggling and economic sabo-
tage across the country.
According to him, surveil-
lance, intelligence gathering
and enforcement have been
intensified along major routes
notorious for the illegal diver-
sion and cross-border smug-
gling of petroleum products
to neighboring countries.
Aliyu said that operation
Whirlwind was established as
a strategic national initiative
to combat the illegal diver-

sion of petroleum products,
protect Nigeria’s energy secu-
rity, and ensure that products
meant for domestic use reach
legitimate consumers.

“Acting on credible intel-
ligence, operatives disman-
tled a coordinated smuggling
syndicate and intercepted 820
jerry-cans of 25 litres each,
totaling 20,500 litres of petrol
across flashpoints.

“These include Imeko, Il-
ara, Ilaro, Idiroko and Seme-
Badagry,” he said.

He said that in addition to
the seized products, five ve-
hicles used for conveying the
PMS were also impounded.
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Edo LG Poll: APG records landslide victory... wins all 18 chairmanship, 192
councillorship seats

BENIN CITY

e Edo State Independent
Electoral ~ Commission
(EDSIEC) has declared

candidates of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) as winners
of the chairmanship election in
the 18 local government areas of
the state, held on Saturday.

Mr  Jonathan  Aifuob-
hokhan, Chairman of the
Commission, who announced
this at a news conference on
Sunday in Benin, said the par-
ty also won all 192 councillor-
ship seats in the election.

The chairman noted that
the election was successfully
conducted across the 18 local
government areas and 192
wards in the state.

According to him, accredita-
tion, voting, sorting, counting,
collation and declaration of
results were carried out in ac-
cordance with the Edo State Lo-
cal Government Electoral Law
2022, as amended in 2026, and

other applicable regulations.

“Following the completion of
collation process at the various
ward and local government col-
lation centres, the duly appoint-
ed ward and local government
returning officers announced
and declared the results in their
respective jurisdictions.

“Based on the official re-
sults declared by the return-
ing officers, the commission
hereby declares that the All
Progressives Congress won
the 18 local government chair-
manship positions and all the
192 councillorship seats con-
tested in the election,” he said.

The EDSIEC chairman ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
conduct of the returning of-
ficers, saying they discharged
their statutory responsibilities
professionally, impartially and
in accordance with the law.

He noted that the election
was conducted peacefully
across the state, in spite of
minor operational challenges

Edo LG Chairmen - elect
pledge to tackle insecurity

BENIN CITY

he newly elected
Chairmen in Edo have
pledged to address in-

security, improve infrastruc-
ture, healthcare and educa-
tion in their respective Local
Government Areas.

The chairmen made the
pledge on Monday in Benin,
shortly after they received
their Certificates of Return
from the Edo Independent
Electoral Commission (ED-
SIEC).

The certificates were pre-
sented at the commission’s
headquarters by EDSIEC
Chairman, Mr Jonathan Ai-
fuobhokhan, following the
recently concluded local gov-
ernment elections.

Speaking after collecting
his certificate, Robert Akande,
Chairman-elect, Akoko-Edo
local government council, de-
scribed his victory as a man-
date to serve the people and
promised to make security
one of his administration’s top
priorities.

He said his administration
would work closely with se-
curity agencies, traditional
rulers and other stakehold-
ers to tackle insecurity, while
also rehabilitating dilapidated
schools, health facilities, court
buildings and other public in-
frastructure across the coun-
cil area.

Akande also pledged to
unite residents irrespective of
political affiliation, saying he
would govern for everyone in
Akoko-Edo.

‘I am now the chair-
man-elect for the entire
Akoko-Edo local government
area, not just the APC. We
are going to bring our people

together, irrespective of po-
litical differences, and ensure
they enjoy the dividends of
democracy.

“On security, we will part-
ner with security agencies,
traditional rulers and other
stakeholders to reduce in-
security to the barest mini-
mum,” he said.

Similarly, Romeo Alaoye,
chairman-elect, Etsako West
local government area, also
promised prudent manage-
ment of public funds.

His administration, he said,
would focus on improving se-
curity, healthcare and basic
education in collaboration
with the state government.

According to him, invest-
ing in primary education and
delivering meaningful de-
velopment at the grassroots
would remain key priorities of
his administration.

“We are going to make sure
taxpayers’ money is used for
the benefit of our people. We
will work with the state gov-
ernment to improve security,
strengthen healthcare and
give more attention to ba-
sic education because that is
where every child’s future be-
gins,” Alaoye said.

Aifuobhokhan had while
presenting the certificates
of return, congratulated the
elected chairmen and coun-
cillors, urging them to jus-
tify the confidence reposed
in them by the electorate
through dedicated service,
accountability and respect for
democratic principles.

The News Agency of Nige-
ria (NAN) recalls that the All
Progressives Congress won
in all the 18 local government
areas of the state, where elec-
tions were held on Saturday.

in a few locations.

“Overall, the election was con-
ducted peacefully across the state.

“While there were minor
operational challenges in a
few locations, these did not
substantially affect the over-
all conduct or outcome of the
election,” he said.

mission would continue to im-
prove future electoral processes
through periodic reviews and
stakeholder engagement.

He lauded Gov. Monday
Okpebholo for providing what
he described as an enabling
environment for the commis-
sion to discharge its constitu-

The chairman also com-
mended political parties, can-
didates, traditional rulers,
religious leaders, civil society
organisations, community lead-
ers, youths, women groups and
the electorate for their peaceful
conduct during the election.

He further praised the Nigeria

agencies for maintaining law and
order throughout the exercise.
Aifuobhokhan also acknowl-
edged the role of the media, election
observers and EDSIEC members
of staff, including electoral officers,
returning officers, presiding of-
ficers, ICT personnel and logistics
teams, for ensuring the successful

Aifuobhokhan said the com-  tional responsibilities. Police Force and other security — conduct of the poll.
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Edo State Governor, Senator Monday Okpebholo, casts his ballot during the Local Government elections at his polling unit in Udomi, Esan
Central Local Government Area, reaffirming his commitment to grassroots democracy and the election of council chairmen and councillors
across Edo State's 18 local government areas.

Photo by Government House, Benin City

Okpebholo scores voter turnout high as observer hails
peaceful Edo LG poll

UDOMI

overnor Monday Ok-
pebholo, has described
voter turnout in the

local government elections as
encouraging, while accredited
election observers said voting
had been peaceful and orderly
across the state.

The governor spoke after
casting his ballot at Ward
2, Udomi Primary School,
in Esan Central Local Gov-
ernment Area, where voting
commenced early with elec-
toral officials and security
personnel on ground.

The Governor arrived at
his polling unit at about 10:24
a.m. and joined other voters
in the queue before exercis-

ing his civic responsibility at
exactly 10:40 a.m. He then
spent several minutes inter-
acting with stakeholders be-
fore speaking to journalists
covering the election.

He commended voters for
their orderly conduct and said
reports reaching him from
other parts of the State indi-
cated that the election was
progressing peacefully.

"This election is very peace-
ful and it is going smoothly
based on the feedback we are
getting from the field," he said.

"The turnout is very high.
This is a demonstration of
grassroots  democracy. It
shows that our people are
interested in choosing those
who will administer the af-

fairs of their local govern-
ments. By the grace of God, a
winner will emerge at the end
of today's election."

He urged residents to con-
tinue conducting themselves
peacefully throughout the
voting process and to await
the official declaration of re-
sults by the Edo State Inde-
pendent Electoral Commis-
sion (EDSIEC).

Some accredited election ob-
servers also gave a positive assess-
ment of the conduct of the poll.

Speaking with journal-
ists in Udomi, the Executive
Director of the Initiative for
Awareness of Civic Education
for Citizens, Comrade Fidelis
Nwoke, said many observer
groups deployed across the
state did not record any major
security breach or disruption
as voting progressed.

According to him, his organ-
isation, alongside other accred-
ited observer groups, monitored
polling units in Udomi, Igue-
ben and found the process to be
generally peaceful.

"My organisation and sev-
eral other observer groups
have been fully accredited to
monitor the Edo State local
government election. Reports
coming in from different parts
of the state indicate that the
process has been peaceful so
far," Nwoke said.

"We  have  monitored
Udomi, Igueben and other lo-
cations. We have observed that
the exercise has been peaceful,
orderly and smooth. Electoral
officials arrived, voters have
been able to cast their ballots
and, at the end of the exercise,
winners and losers will natu-
rally emerge."

N1.8b transfered into my account during Ishiaku's tenure - Witness

ABUJA

Prosecution Witness,
Mr Taiwo Jones told an
Abuja High Court that

N1.8billion local government
funds was transferred into his
private company account dur-
ing the tenure of former Gov-
ernor Darius Ishaku.

Jones, an assistant cash-
ier in the Bureau for Local
Government and Chieftaincy
Affairs of Taraba, made this
known while testifying in the

trial of Ishaku.

The Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) charged Ishaku and a
former Permanent Secretary,
Bureau for Local Government
and Chieftaincy Affairs in the
state, Bello Yero, with crimi-
nal breach of trust, conspir-
acy and conversion of public
funds to the tune of N27bil-
lion.

The defendants pleaded not
guilty to the charge.

Led in evidence by the

EFCC counsel, Rotimi Jacobs,
SAN, the witness said he re-
ceived a total of 69 transfers
from Gassol Local Govern-
ment Area of Taraba.

When asked to estimate
the total amount, he replied,
“about N1.7 to 1. 8 million.”

Jones said he received the
funds on “the instructions
of the permanent secretary
( Yero) of the Director of Fi-
nance.

“I inform them when the
money hits my account and

they will give me further di-
rectives to send it to Prince in
Abuja or to withdraw some.
“After withdrawal, Dare La-
wal the first prosecution wit-
ness and others will confirm

the money.

Justice  Sylvanus  Oriji,
asked the witness, “Who are
they?”

He replied, “ PS (Yero), the
driver and Lawal.”

The witness added that Yero
sometimes takes the cash to
Taraba Government House.
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ADC dismisses rival nomination portal claim, urges INEC to probe
alleged forgery

ABUJA

frican Democratic
Congress (ADC) has
dismissed claims by a

rival group of uploading pres-
idential nomination details
to the Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC)
portal, describing it as false.
Consequently, the party
has urged INEC to investigate
what it described as forgery
and unauthorised use of doc-
uments it purportedly issued.
The party’s National Pub-

licity Secretary, Mallam Bo-
laji Abdullahi, in a statement
issued on Monday in Abu-
ja, said it was not true that a
group, led by Nafiu Bala, up-
loaded names of presidential
and other candidates into the
INEC nomination portal.

According to him, INEC
cannot issue nomination por-
tal access or nomination codes
to a leadership it does not of-
ficially recognise under the
Electoral Act.

He said that the commis-
sion would not issue separate

Choose natural foods for better
health, Mrs. Soludo urges

Nigerians
ife of Anambra
WGovernor, Dr
Nonye Soludo, has

urged Nigerians to embrace
natural foods instead of high-
ly processed alternatives to
promote healthy living and re-
duce the risk of lifestyle-relat-
ed diseases. Soludo made the
call on Monday while speak-
ing to newsmen when she was
harvesting maize from her
farm at the government house
in Awka,

She noted that local fruits,
vegetables, legumes, whole
grains, roots and tubers con-
tained essential nutrients
needed to keep the body
healthy and strong.

“Returning to nature is one
of the greatest gifts people can

give their bodies, because nat-
ural foods help to strengthen
immunity, improve digestion,
maintain healthy body weight
and provide energy for daily
activities.

“Choosing wholesome
foods over highly processed
alternatives contributes sig-
nificantly to better health out-
comes and overall well-being,
“she said.

The governor’s wife said
healthy eating did not require
expensive meals or strict diet-
ing but rather consistent, wise
food choices.

She urged Nigerians to
embrace the goodness of na-
ture by engaging in backyard
farming and filling their
plates with wholesome foods.

According to her, every
healthy meal is an investment
in a longer, stronger and hap-
pier life.

Navy, NDLEA joint operation disrupts
illegal drug trade in Delta,nabs suspect

ABUJA

e Nigerian Navy and
the National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency

(NDLEA) in a joint operation in
the fight against illicit drug traf-
ficking has disrupted illegal drug
activities across parts of Delta.

This was contained in an op-
erational report by the Direc-
tor of Naval Information, Capt.
Abiodun Folorunsho, made
available on Monday in Abuja.

Folorunsho said that the op-
eration was conducted by per-
sonnel of the Nigerian Navy Ship
(NNS) DELTA and operatives of
the NDLEA as part of the ongo-
ing efforts to sanitise the Nigerian
Navy’s area of operation.

He said that the efforts
aimed to deny criminal ele-
ments the freedom to traffic
and distribute illicit substanc-
es in the area.

“The joint team carried out
coordinated raids across the
Urchie, Uvwiamuge, Orthok-
por, and Usiefrun axes of Warri.

“The operation led to the
arrest of one suspect and the
seizure of various illicit sub-
stances, including Molly, Can-

nabis, and Skuruchi.

"It also dealt a significant
blow to the local drug distri-
bution network,” he said.

The director of naval infor-
mation said that the success-
ful operation underscored the
strong collaboration between
the navy and the NDLEA in
addressing the nexus between
illicit drug trafficking and oth-
er forms of criminality.

nomination portal codes to
different groups claiming
leadership of the same regis-
tered political party.

“The claim is a blatant lie.
INEC does not issue nomina-
tion portal access or nomina-
tion codes to aleadership it does
not recognise,” Abdullahi said.

He challenged those mak-
ing the allegation to provide
credible evidence showing
that an unrecognised group
successfully accessed and up-

loaded nominations on the
commission’s portal.

The spokesman said the par-
ty had formally notified INEC
of what it considered appar-
ent forgery and unauthorised
use of documents bearing the
commission’s identity.

“We trust that the commis-
sion will investigate this mat-
ter and take necessary steps
to correct this blatant misrep-
resentation,” he said.

Abdullahi declared that
ADC was not factionalised,
insisting that INEC recog-
nised only one leadership
which had completed its nom-
ination process lawfully.

He said the party had al-
ready uploaded details of its

presidential candidate, Al-
haji Atiku Abubakar and
vice-presidential ~ candidate,

Rotimi Amaechi, on the INEC
portal.
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THE LATTER'S VISIT:

“Our focus remains firmly
on presenting Nigerians with
a credible alternative that can
restore security, revive the
economy and create jobs in
2027, he said.

The spokesman urged party
members, supporters, the me-
dia and the public to disregard
contrary claims and rely only
on official communications is-
sued through authorised ADC
channels.

First Lady of Nigeria, Senator Oluremi Tinubu with the APC Gubernatorial Flagbearer for Nasarawa State, Sen. Aliyu Wadada during the latter’s
visit to the First Lady at the State House, Abuja.

Army tasks Troops on Family values, commissions
projects in Edo

By MIKE OSAROGIAGBON

BENIN CITY

e Nigerian Army has
urged its personnel to
uphold strong family

values, saying a stable home
front is essential to effective
military service.

The Commander Infantry
Corps, Major General God-
win Mutkut, gave the charge
during an operational assess-
ment visit to the Headquarters
of 4 Brigade Nigerian Army,
Benin City.

Addressing officers and

soldiers after commission-
ing several infrastructural
projects, Mutkut said love,
care and respect for family
members would enhance dis-
cipline, commitment and effi-
ciency in service.

He also conveyed the good-
will message of the Chief of
Army Staff, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Waidi Shaibu, and com-
mended the troops for their
loyalty, resilience, profession-
alism and unwavering com-
mitment to duty.

The senior officer urged the
personnel to remain focused

in the discharge of their con-
stitutional ~ responsibilities
while upholding the core val-
ues and ethics of the Nigerian
Army.

Mutkut also praised the
brigade's proactive opera-
tional posture, noting that it
had contributed to improved
security and peace across Edo
State.

He commissioned a re-
modelled brigade conference
room, a new operations room,
a sick bay, an ultra-modern
fire point, a quarter guard
and a newly constructed bri-
gade mascot and fountain.

The Commander, 4 Bri-

gade, Brigadier = General
Ahmed Balogun, thanked the
Infantry Corps commander
for the visit and reaffirmed
the brigade's commitment to
protecting lives and property
while maintaining profession-
alism and operational excel-
lence.

Captain Kennedy Anyan-
wu, Assistant Director, Army
Public Relations, 4 Brigade
Nigerian Army, Benin City,
disclosed this in a statement
in Benin City.

The visit also featured a
tour of facilities at the Nige-
rian Army Cantonment, Eke-
huan, an interactive session

2026 UTME: Deeper Life High School Benin produces top Scorers, Ranks
among Nigeria's best

BENIN CITY

eeper Life High School
D(DLHS), Benin City
Campus, has recorded

an outstanding performance
in the 2026 Unified Tertiary
Matriculation ~Examination
(UTME), producing two of
the highest-scoring students
among all Deeper Life High
School campuses nationwide.
Master Umukoro Oghenev-
ovwero Gift emerged as the
highest-scoring student in the
Deeper Life High School net-
work with an impressive score

of 367, ranking as the ninth
highest scorer in Nigeria. Close-
ly behind him was Master Ag-
bonmamwen Odibosa Adriel,
who scored 363 to emerge the
second-best performer among
all DLHS campuses.

The exceptional students at-
tributed their remarkable suc-
cess to God, the unwavering
support of their parents, and
the dedication of their teachers.
They also credited disciplined
study habits, consistency, de-
termination, and self-belief for
their outstanding performance.

Sharing his experience, Umuko-

ro revealed that he devoted at least
seven hours daily to studying but
stressed that effective learning is
driven more by focus than by the
number of hours spent reading.

"As a science student, I
studied consistently with a
clear understanding of my
goals and dreams. I remained
disciplined, paid close atten-
tion to details, and refused to
be discouraged,” he said.

Agbonmamwen, on his part,
praised the school for provid-
ing the right academic and
moral foundation that shaped
their success. He described the
institution as a guardian that
continually guides students to-
ward excellence.

"The school has consistently
lived up to its motto, Lead-
ership with Distinction. The
standard here remains high,
with equal emphasis on mor-
al values and academic excel-
lence. We are truly fortunate
to be students of Deeper Life
High School," he said.

He also expressed appreciation
to the Proprietor and Founder of
the institution, Pastor (Dr.) Wil-
liam Folorunso Kumuyi, for his
commitment to mentoring and
nurturing students to become re-
sponsible leaders.

Speaking on the achievement,
the school's JAMB Coordina-
tor, Mr. Charles Sule, explained
that students with exceptional

academic potential were identi-
fied early and placed in special
competition classes, where ex-
perienced teachers closely mon-
itored and mentored them.
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The general public is here by notified that The general public is hereby notified
that I, formerly known as OLANIYI
EMMANUEL now wish to be known as
OLANIYI JEREMIAH. Also my correct
date of birth is 23/01/2006 and not
23/01/2004. All former documents
remain valid. Concerned authorities and

(DBSERVER

YAKORO VICTOR OBUKOWHO and YAKOVO
VICTOR are one and same person hence
forth now wish to be known and addressed
as YAKOVO VICTOR and also my correct date
of birth is 22nd October,2000. And not 22nd
October 1999, and not 22nd August,1999.
which was wrongly captured on my BVN
account.All former documents remain valid

in Oyo as NUT seeks urgent rescue

0SHOGBO

he police command
Tcomﬁrmed the abduc-
tion of a headmaster,

Mr. Matthew Owoade, 60, in
Igbojaye, in Itesiwaju Local
Government Area of Oyo State.
The Commands Public Re-
lations Officer, DSP Olayinka
Ayanlade, confirmed the abduc-
tion in a text message sent to
newsmen in Ibadan on Monday.
According to Ayanlade, Ow-
oade, the Headmaster of No-
madic Basic School (NBS),
Ogodu, Igbojaye in Itesiwaju

was reportedly abducted at 6:00
p-m., on Saturday , while return-
ing from his farm at Budo Aare.
He confirmed that efforts
were ongoing to rescue the
headmaster and apprehend
those behind the abduction.
”The victims son, Mr Abiola Ow-
oade explained that the gunmen
intercepted and whisked his father
away to an unknown destination
“The son further said that the
abductors had contacted the family
and demanded for N30 million ran-
som. the police spokesperson said.
Meanwhile, the Nigeria Un-
ion of Teachers (NUT), Oyo

State Wing, has expressed con-
cern over the abduction of the
primary school headmaster and
called for his immediate rescue.
The Chairman and Secretary
of the union, Mr Fatai Hassan
and Mr Salami Olukayode, re-
spectively, made the appeal in
a statement made available to
newsmen in Ibadan on Monday.
The union identified the vic-
tim as Mr M.K. Owoade, Head-
master of Nomadic Basic School,
Ogodu, Igbojaye, who was re-
portedly abducted by gunmen
while working on his farm at
about 5:00 p.m., on Saturday.

According to the statement, the
incident was brought to the attention
of the state leadership of the union
through an urgent report from its
Ttesiwaju Local Government branch.

The union described the incident
as disturbing, saying it highlighted
the growing security challenges
confronting teachers and other ed-
ucation workers across the country.

Tturged the Federal Government,
the Oyo state government, security
agencies and other relevant author-
ities to intensify efforts to secure the
immediate release of the abducted
headmaster and strengthen security
in schools and communities.

Lagos Intensifies crackdown on illegal structures along
Badagry Expressway
[LAGOS |

r I “he Lagos State Government
has intensified the removal
of shanties, illegal structures

and other environmental nuisanc-

es along the Lagos-Badagry Ex-
pressway as part of efforts to restore
environmental order.

The Commissioner for the

Environment and Water Re-

sources, Mr Tokunbo Wahab,

disclosed this in a post on his
X handle on Monday.

Wahab said the enforcement ex-
ercise, which had been ongoing for
the past three weeks, targeted illegal
structures and activities obstructing
public spaces along the corridor.

According to him, the opera-
tion will be followed by sustained
surveillance and  continuous
monitoring to prevent a return of
environmental infractions.

“Over the past three weeks,
our enforcement team has in-
tensified the clearance of shan-
ties, illegal structures and other
environmental nuisances along
the Lagos-Badagry Expressway.

“This exercise will be fol-
lowed by sustained surveillance
and continuous monitoring to
ensure that environmental or-
der is restored and maintained
along the corridor;” he said.

The commissioner urged res-
idents and traders to desist from

converting public spaces into il-
legal markets or using them for
unauthorised private activities.
He warned that anyone found
encroaching on public spaces or
using them for unlawful purposes
would be arrested and prosecuted
in accordance with Lagos State laws.
“We urge members of the
public to respect and preserve
our environment by refraining
from converting public spaces
into illegal markets or for any
unauthorised private use.

UNIBEN to honour Ambhassador Eshioramhe with Award of Excellence

r I Yhe Faculty of Manage-
ment Sciences, Univer-
sity of Benin (UNIBEN),

has nominated Ambassador

Bello Eshioramhe for its Award

of Excellence in recognition of

his outstanding contributions
to community service and hu-
man development.

In a statement jointly signed
by the Chairperson of the Plan-
ning/Organising Committee,
Prof. Obose Angela Oriazowan-

ESHIORAMHE

lan, and the Dean of the Faculty
of Management Sciences, Prof.
Sunny O. Igbinosa, the organ-
isers said the award would be
presented during the Professor
Adebayo Akerele 9th Memorial
Lecture Series.

The memorial lecture,
themed "Financial Planning
and Retirement Dilemma: The

Focus of Nigerian Employ-
ees," is scheduled to hold on
Wednesday, July 15, 2026, at
10:00 a.m. at the Akin Deko
Auditorium, Ugbowo Campus,
University of Benin.
According to the statement,
the Award of Excellence is re-
served for individuals who
have distinguished themselves

through exceptional service
and made significant contri-
butions to community and hu-
man development.

The organisers noted that
Ambassador Eshioramhe was
selected in recognition of his
enduring commitment to hu-
manitarian causes and his pos-
itive impact on society.

Family, friends celebrate Barrister Damisa on Call to Bar

ily, friends and well-wish-
F;;‘have extended warm con-
gratulations to Barrister Ruth
Oyenmen Damisa on her success-
ful Call to the Nigerian Bar. The
ceremony, held on June 8, 2026, at
the Nigerian Law School, Abuja,
marked her formal admission into
the legal profession after success-
fully completing the required legal
education and training.

In a goodwill message, Citizen
Emmanuel Okhakhu described
the achievement as a remarkable
milestone, commending the new
lawyer's dedication, perseverance
and commitment to excellence
throughout her academic and
professional pursuits.

He expressed confidence that
Barrister Ruth Damisa would
distinguish herself in legal
practice by upholding the prin-
ciples of justice, integrity and

respect for the rule of law, while
making meaningful contribu-
tions to national development.

OYENMEN DAMISA

Prioritise knowledge before crypto investment, expert advises young Nigerians

cryptocurrency expert,
Sunusi Danjuma Ali,
has urged young Nigeri-

ans to acquire adequate knowl-
edge of blockchain technology
and risk management before
investing in digital assets.

Ali gave the advice in an in-
terview with newsmen on Mon-
day in Abuja, while highlighting
strategies for safe participation
in the cryptocurrency market.

He said prospective investors
should understand how block-
chain technology works, study
market trends and evaluate pro-
jects based on their use cases.

He said the investors should
also understand development
teams, token omics, roadmaps
and community support before

committing funds.

According to him, sound
risk management remains es-
sential, urging investors to in-
vest only funds they can afford
to lose, diversify their portfo-
lios and avoid emotional deci-
sions driven by fear or greed.

“Traders should protect their
digital assets by using reputa-
ble exchanges and wallets, en-
abling two-factor authentica-
tion, safeguarding private keys
and remaining vigilant against

phishing attacks and other cyber
threats, © he said.

Speaking on global econom-
ic developments, he said in-
flation, interest rate decisions,

geopolitical tensions and reg-
ulatory changes had increased
the cryptocurrency market’s
sensitivity to macroeconomic
events.

I, formerly known as EDOBOR
OKUNBOR GLORY UYIOSA
now wish to be known as
GLORY UYIOSA OKUNBOR. All
former documents remain valid.
Concerned authorities and the
general public please take note.

|, formerly known as EDOBOR
OKUNBOR GRACE EGHOSA
now wish to be known as
GRACE EGHOSA OKUNBOR. All
former documents remain valid.
Concerned authorities and the
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as miss
OKAFOR ANN EBERE. Now wish
to be known and addressed as
MRS IDJOGBE ANN EBERE. All
former documents remain valid
concerned authorities and the
general public should please take
notes.

I, formerly known as OMUSI
SYLVESTER now wish to be
known as OMUSI SYLVESTER
EDO. All former documents
remain valid. Concerned
authorities and the general
public please take note.

I, formerly known as MISS
BLESSING IYANGBE now
wish to be known as MRS
BLESSING IYANGBE-ATOE. All
former documents remain valid.
Concerned authorities and the
general public please take note.

concerned authorities and the general public

should please take notes. the general public please take note.

I, formerly known as miss FESTUS
BLESSING DEBORAH now wish to
be known and addressed as MRS
AIGBEDO BLESSING DEBORAH.
All former documents remain valid
concerned authorities and the
general public should please take
notes.

|, formerly known as miss OKAFOR
ANN EBERE. Now wish to be
known and addressed as MRS
IDJOGBE ANN EBERE. All former
documents remain valid concerned
authorities and the general public
should please take notes.

PUBLIC NOTIGE

MISSING DOCUMENTS
|, REGINA NKECHI CHUKWU wished to notify the
general public that | am the owner of property lying and
situated at No 32. Dr Chris Madu Crescent, World Bank
Housing Estate, Owerri, IMO State. The documents of
purchase of the property were left in custody of my In-
law by name Mr. Ibeawuchi Ugo. Sometimes in 2024, |
was told by Mr Ibeawuchi Ugo, that the said documents
were mistakenly burnt along side the waste he gathered
during sanitation process in his apartment at Awaka,
Close to New Road, Round about, Port-Harcourt. That
all efforts to trace the said documents proved abortive.
All concerned authorities, Police, and the general
public should please, take note.

Signed: REGINA NKECHI CHUKWU

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PROSPEROUS
CHRISTIAN FAITH MINISTRY

This is to inform the General Public that the above-named Ministry Has Applied
to the Corporate Affairs Commission for Change Of Trustee Under Part F of the
Companies And Allied Matters Act 2020

OLD TRUSTEES

Idahosa Director Lawson

Salome Idahosa — Secretary
Caleb Ehikhamatalor —Removed

NEW TRUSTEES

Idahosa Director Lawson — Chairman
Salome Idahosa — Secretary
Elder Thomas Eromosele llenikhena.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES REMAIN THE SAME.
Any objection to the Change of Trustees should be forwarded to the Registrar,

Corporate Affairs Commission Plot 420, Tigris Crescent, Off Aguiyi Ironsi Street,
Maitama Abuja, within 28 days of this Publication.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
EDO STATE OF NIGERIA
PROBATE REGISTRY
BENIN CITY
WHEREAS the person whose name is set out in the first
column hereunder died testate on the date and at the place
stated in the column;
AND WHEREAS the persons whose names, addresses and
claimed relationship to the deceased are set in the second
column hereunder have applied to the Probate Registrar,
High Court of Justice, Edo State of Nigeria for a grant of
resealing of Letters of Administration of the real and
personal property of the deceased.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Resealing of Letters of
Administration will be granted to such persons unless a NOTICE
to prohibit the grant is filed in this Registry within Twenty-One
(21) days from the date of the publication of this notice.

1. SGT. SAMUEL IGUMA, | PED/842/2025
late of Evbuoeboba, Oredo | MRS. ANGELA EKARIMA
L.G.A., who died on the IGUMA (Alias  Angela

25th day of January, 2010
in Benin City.

Ekarima Qgar) of No 3, Agbo
Street, off Ekewan Road, Benin
City, widow of the deceased.

DATED THIS 13TH DAY OF JULY, 2026.

B. 0. 0SAWARU-ESQ.
Probate Registrar
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Nigeria meets 104% of OPEC Quota as production soars

ABUJA

igeria’s crude oil and
condensate  produc-
tion soared to an av-

erage of 1,735,398 barrels per
day in the month of June 2026,
representing positive growth
for a 4th consecutive month.

According to the crude
statistics, released by the
Nigerian Upstream Petrole-
um Regulatory Commission
(NUPRC) on Sunday, in the
month under review, crude oil
production hit 1. 56 million
barrels per day (mbpd)

The report showed that

0.18mbpd of condensates was
produced.

This means Nigeria met 104
per cent of the 1.5mbpd crude
oil production quota set by the
Organisation and Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC).

The report showed that in
strict crude oil terms (exclud-

ing condensates), the 1.56 mil-
lion daily average production
Nigeria witnessed in June is
the highest that Africa’s big-
gest oil producer has recorded
since April 2020.

This, it said, represented a
74-month high.

“In June, the peak com-

B

RESEARCH AND TRAINING IN CANCER:
A cross-section of the participants at the Best of ASCO Africa 2026 conference organised by African Organisation for Research and Training in
Cancer (AORTIC) in collaboration with project PINK BLUE in Abuja.

PTAD says harmonisation reforms to promote pension equity

LAGOS

he Pension Transitional
I Arrangement Directo-
rate (PTAD) says the
Defined Benefit Scheme pen-
sion harmonisation will pro-
mote equity, improve retirees’
welfare and restore confidence
in the administration of lega-
Cy pensions.

PTAD Executive Secretary,
Mrs Tolulope Odunaiya, said this
in a statement issued in Lagos.

She said the harmonisation
exercise, a landmark reform,
aims at ensuring fairness in
pension payments across the
Defined Benefit Scheme.

According to Odunaiya,
the initiative, approved under
President Bola Tinubu’s Re-
newed Hope Agenda, is one
of the most significant policy
interventions in the DBS since
PTAD was established in 2013.

PTAD manages pensions
under the old Federal Govern-
ment pension arrangement.

She explained that, unlike
periodic pension increases,
which raise existing benefits
by a fixed percentage, pen-
sion harmonisation involves
a comprehensive recomputa-
tion of pensions using the lat-
est approved salary structures

that were in effect before the
closure of the Defined Benefit
Scheme.

“The objective is to ensure
that retirees who held similar
positions and served for com-
parable years receive equitable
pension benefits irrespective
of when they retired,” she said.

Odunaiya said the exercise
was introduced to address
longstanding disparities in
pension computation that had
generated complaints from
pensioners over the years.

“The harmonisation pro-
gramme seeks to correct these
historical imbalances by re-

storing parity within the pen-
sion system,” she added.

She said pension harmoni-
sation entails the formal rec-
omputation of pensions based
on approved salary structures
applicable before the DBS cut-
off date, ensuring that benefits
are determined by rank, grade
level and years of service rath-
er than retirement date.

According to her, the re-
form is expected to promote
social justice by correcting
historical inequities that have
disadvantaged thousands of
retirees.

Odunaiya said the exercise

applies mainly to pure Fed-
eral Government pensioners
and eligible retirees under the
Parastatals Pension Depart-
ment (PaPD), the Defunct and
Transferred Agencies Pension
Department (DTAPD), and
the Treasury-Funded Federal
Universities, Polytechnics and
Colleges of Education Pension
Department (TEHPD).

She added that eligible retir-
ees who served under the Fed-
eral Government before their
agencies were transferred to
state governments are also
covered by the harmonisation
programme.

bined crude oil and conden-
sate production was 1.89
mbpd, reflecting Nigeria’s po-
tential to reach 2 mbpd in the
near term.

“However, the lowest pro-
duction was 1.57 mbpd for the
period in review.

“The statistics shows that
Nigeria has maintained an
upward trajectory, increasing
from 1.483 mbpd in February
to 1.546 mbpd in March, 1.663
mbpd in April, 1.700 mbpd in
May, and 1.735 mbpd in June.

“This represents a 2.2 per
cent growth month on month.

The report said the improved
performance was primarily
driven by stable production op-
erations across most producing
assets and the absence of any
major pipeline outages during
the period under review.

It said the enhanced opera-

tional stability supported im-
proved production uptime and
crude evacuation efficiency.

It said though a limited
number of assets experienced
short-duration  operational
shutdowns, but the overall
impact on national produc-
tion was minimal.

“In  addition, scheduled
turnaround maintenance ac-
tivities were effectively man-
aged and completed without
significant disruption to pro-
duction operations.

“The sustained growth re-
corded in June reflects the
continued commitment of
operators and industry stake-
holders towards improving
operational efficiency, main-
taining asset integrity, and en-
hancing production reliability
across the Nigerian upstream
petroleum sector.

Education stakeholders split over FG's
N50,000 WAEC NECO examinations fee

ABUJA

he Federal Govern-
ment’s approval of a
N50,000  registration

fee for National Examinations
Council (NECO) and West
African Examinations Coun-
cil (WAEC) from 2027 has at-
tracted mixed reactions from
education stakeholders.

In separate interviews with
our correspondent in Abuja,
some of the stakeholders de-
scribed the increase as exces-
sive and unaffordable, warning
it could worsen financial pres-
sure on families and students.

Others urged the govern-
ment to review the decision,
introduce subsidies for wvul-
nerable candidates, and en-
sure any fee adjustment re-

flects prevailing economic
realities and wider stakehold-
er views.

However, some stakehold-
ers supported the review, ar-

Lawal unveils $200m lithium processing plant in Zamfara, targets 2,000 jobs

GUSAU

overnor Dauda Lawal
has unveiled a $200
million lithium min-

ing and processing plant in
Boko, Zurmi Local Govern-
ment Area of the state.

He described the plant as
a drive toward economic re-
birth for Zamfara.

This was contained in a
statement issued over the
weekend in Gusau by the
Governor’s spokesperson, Su-
laiman Idris.

Idris quoted his principal
describing the project as the
beginning of a new era in the
state’s drive toward responsi-
ble mining, industrial devel-
opment and economic diver-
sification.

The governor said the pro-
ject marks a significant mile-
stone in the collective effort to
harness Zamfara’s abundant
mineral resources through
responsible investment, value
addition, job creation and sus-
tainable development.

Lawal noted that his ad-

ministration was committed
to transforming the solid min-
erals sector from informal and
unregulated activities into an
organised, transparent and
value-driven industry that di-
rectly benefits the people.

He said global demand
for lithium and other critical
minerals had increased due to
their importance in renewable
energy, electric vehicles, mod-
ern technology and industrial
transformation.

According to him, Zamfara
must no longer remain “mere-

Eight killed in suspected terrorist attack in Benue community - Police

he Police in Benue has

I confirmed the killing of

eight persons in a sus-

pected terrorist attack on a rural

community in Otukpo Local
Government Area of the state.

The Commissioner of Police

Mr Cletus Nwadiogbu, con-
firmed the incident to news-
men on Sunday.

Nwadiogbu said the vic-
tims comprised five adults and
three children.

He said he had spent most
of the day in the affected com-
munity alongside other securi-

ty personnel to assess the situ-
ation and restore calm.

“We have been in the inte-
rior since morning. The net-
work was poor because we
were in the bush.

“Some people were killed
and the youths became violent.

“We have been engaging

them and they have now agreed
to reopen the road. They are
only waiting for water tankers
to extinguish the fire,” he said.
The police commissioner
said investigations were ongo-
ing to determine whether the
latest attack was connected to
previous killings in the area.

ly a supplier of raw mineral
resources” but must become
an active participant across
the entire mining value chain
through local processing, val-
ue addition, skills develop-
ment and industrialisation.

The governor commended
Zam Mining Company Ltd,
Bima Mines Ltd, Jinlide Min-
ing Co. Ltd, Bevo Mines Ltd,
Generalized Mining Compa-
ny Ltd and other development
partners for investing in the
state.

He said their confidence
had shown that Zamfara re-
mained open to legitimate
businesses and responsible
partnerships.

Lawal assured investors
that the state government
would continue to provide
support through improved
collaboration, infrastructure
development and policies that
encourage sustainable invest-
ment.

guing that improved funding
could strengthen certificate
verification, digital infra-
structure and service delivery
if implemented with transpar-
ency and affordability safe-
guards.

The approval was conveyed
by the Federal Ministry of Ed-
ucation in a memo dated June
18, 2026, signed by the Direc-
tor of Senior Secondary Edu-
cation, Mr Adeniji Ibrahim.

The memo was signed on
behalf of the Minister of Ed-
ucation, Dr Tunji Alausa, fol-
lowing a directive to harmo-
nise WAEC and NECO Senior
School Certificate Examina-
tion registration fees.

Under the approval, NE-
CO’s SSCE internal fee will
rise from N30,000 to N50,000,
while WAEC’s will increase
from N27,000 to N50,000
from 2027.

Speaking with our corre-
spondent, an educationist,
Beatrice Oke, described the
increase as excessive despite
acknowledging rising opera-
tional and logistics costs.

“The percentage increase is
too high, although we expect-
ed a review after some time
due to rising logistics costs.

“However, many average
Nigerians may not afford
the new fees, and this could
force some students out of
school,” she said. Oke urged
the government to review the
increase or introduce meas-
ures to cushion its impact on
low-income households.

She said affordable exam-
ination fees were vital to sus-
taining access to education
and preventing more children
from dropping out of school.

She also urged governments
atalllevels to expand subsidies
and intervention programmes
for vulnerable students to
guarantee equitable access to
education.

A private school owner,
Mrs Funmilayo Soyoye, also
described the increase as ex-
cessive.
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Calls to shut South African Firms may hurt Nigeria - Stakeholders

henever xenopho-
bic attacks erupt in
South Africa, pub-

lic outrage in Nigeria often
extends beyond diplomacy to
calls for South African busi-
nesses operating in the coun-

try to be shut down.

The latest attacks have once
again fuelled such demands,
reviving a familiar debate over
whether economic retaliation
serves Nigeria’s national in-
terest.

However, some business
professionals and media prac-

titioners warned that forcing
South African firms out of
Nigeria could inflict greater
economic damage on Nigeria
than on South Africa.

They spoke in separate in-
terviews with our correspond-
ent in Lagos on Monday while
reacting to calls by some Nige-

rians for South African com-
panies operating in Nigeria to
be shut down.

The reactions also followed
threats by the National Asso-
ciation of Nigerian Students
(NANS) to shut the opera-
tions of MTN Nigeria and
MultiChoice over renewed

e — £5Y

COURTESY VISIT:
Managing Director, News Agency of Nigeria (NAN), Malam Ali Muhammad Ali (R), presenting a souvenir to the Executive Chairman of the Federal
Character Commission (FCC), Hon. Hulayat Omidiran, during a courtesy visit by the management of NAN to the Commission’s Headquarters in
Abuja on Monday.

Abbas hails Shettima's APC re-nomination

ABUJA

peaker of the House of
SRepresentatives, Abbas

Tajudeen, has congratu-
lated Vice President Kashim
Shettima on his re-nomina-
tion as the APC vice-presi-
dential candidate for 2027.

In a statement in Abu-
ja, Tajudeen described the
re-nomination as recognition
of Shettima’s competence,
merit and unwavering loyalty
to President Bola Tinubu and
Nigeria.

He also commended Pres-
ident Tinubu for retaining
confidence in Shettima, say-
ing the decision reflected
strong leadership and rein-
forced unity within the ruling
APC.

Tajudeen said the Vice

President had remained de-
pendable since assuming
office, helping the admin-
istration maintain focus on
improving Nigerians’ welfare
and delivering governance.

“I join leaders and count-
less members of our esteemed
party in congratulating Vice
President Kashim Shettima
on his re-nomination along-
side President Bola Tinubu,”
he said.

He added that Shettima
had consistently demonstrat-
ed loyalty and dependability,
enabling the administration
to remain focused and deter-
mined to improve citizens’
lives.

According to the Speaker,
Tinubu’s decision reflects ex-
traordinary leadership, sound
political judgement and en-

during confidence in the Vice
President’s capacity to serve
effectively.

“I make bold to say this
decision has further strength-
ened our party’s chances in
the 2027 election. APC will
easily cruise to victory come
January,” Tajudeen stated.

Meanwhile, APC National
Director-General of Volun-
teers, Dr Victor Oluwafemi,
also applauded Tinubu for re-
affirming Shettima as his run-
ning mate for the presidential
election.

Oluwafemi described the
decision as a demonstration
of confidence, continuity
and strategic leadership that
would strengthen public trust
in the administration’s direc-
tion.

He said the President’s de-
cision reinforced confidence

in reforms targeting econom-
ic recovery, stronger institu-
tions and improved national
security despite inherited
challenges.

Oluwafemi also congrat-
ulated security agencies for
rescuing the abducted Oyo
schoolchildren,  describing
the operation as a significant
achievement for national se-
curity.

“The rescue of innocent
children is not merely a secu-
rity success. It restores hope
and reaffirms the state’s com-
mitment to protecting citi-
zens’ lives,” he said.

He praised security per-
sonnel for their sacrifices and
urged greater investment in
intelligence gathering, sur-
veillance technology, border
security and community en-
gagement.

APC hails timely candidates submission

ABUJA

he All Progressives

I Congress (APC) says

it met the Independent

National Electoral Commis-

sion’s deadline for submitting

candidates for the 2027 presi-

dential and National Assem-
bly elections.

The party’s National Pub-
licity Secretary, Felix Morka,
disclosed this in a statement
issued in Abuja.

Morka said the APC com-
pleted the submission in spite
of fielding a significantly larg-
er number of candidates for
various elective offices across
the country.

He recalled that INEC ex-
tended the original July 11
deadline to July 14 after oppo-
sition parties requested addi-
tional time to complete their
submissions.

According to him, the elec-
toral commission acted with-
in its statutory powers and
administrative discretion by
approving the extension.

“While INEC acted with-
in its statutory powers and
administrative discretion in
extending the deadline for op-
position parties, the extension
reflected their failure,” Morka
said.

He argued the opposition’s
inability to meet the deadline

exposed weaknesses in man-
aging internal nomination
processes despite handling
fewer candidates than the
APC.

Morka described the devel-
opment as another indication
of what he called the opposi-
tion’s chronic organisational
weaknesses and questioned its
operational capacity.

According to him, parties
unable to conclude internal
nomination  processes  ef-
ficiently cannot be trusted
with governing Nigeria or its
sub-national governments.
“They do not possess the com-
petence, discipline or readi-
ness required to govern our

great nation or its sub-nation-
al governments,” he stated.
Morka also accused opposi-
tion parties of hypocrisy over
their previous allegations that
the APC controlled INEC’s
decisions.

“It is starkly ironical that the
same opposition parties re-
peatedly claimed the APC dic-
tates INEC’s decisions.

“Yet, after missing the submis-
sion deadline, they shameless-
ly sought relief from the same
INEC and received an exten-
sion,” Morka said.

He noted that the APC, de-
spite benefiting from the orig-
inal deadline, neither opposed
nor influenced INEC’s deci-

xenophobic attacks against
Nigerians and other African
nationals in South Africa.

NANS National President,
Comrade Babatunde Akint-
eye, had urged Nigerians to
close their Stanbic IBTC Bank
accounts and boycott other
South African owned busi-
nesses if the attacks persisted.

Mrs Seyi Adeshiyan, a
banker, said diplomatic dis-
agreements should not be
confused with investment de-
cisions.

“Once a company is regis-

tered in Nigeria, employs Ni-
gerians, pays taxes and com-
plies with our laws, it becomes
part of our economy. If we
chase away investors because
of political disagreements, we
risk creating uncertainty that
affects every foreign investor,”
she said.

She warned that Nigerian
workers, suppliers and con-
sumers would suffer most
through job losses, cancelled
contracts and reduced com-
petition.

Archbishop charges lawmakers
on laws to promote peace

ost Rev. John
Koko-Bassey, Arch-
bishop of Methodist

Church Nigeria, has charged
lawmakers to make laws that
would promote peace and
unity in the state.

Koko-Bassey gave the
charge while delivering his
homily at a thanksgiving ser-
vice of the 8th House of As-
sembly in Uyo.

He said that leadership was
associated with troubles, strug-
gles and infighting, but assured
the lawmakers that God’s grace
was sufficient for them.

The Archbishop, who also
spoke on Matthew 13:1-9 and
Genesis 25:23, prayed that
God would bless the Speaker

and members of the Assembly
and enable them to actualise
their good policies.

“Akwa Ibom has six nations,
including Ibibio, Annang,
Oro, Obolo and Eket, among
others, with their peculiar
struggles. Hence, Mr Speaker,
you must make laws to ensure
mutual respect.

“There is too much dis-
crimination among the var-
ious groups here. The House
should enact anti-discrimina-
tion laws to promote peace,”
the Archbishop said.

Koko-Bassey also charged
the National Assembly to en-
act laws, prescribing the death
penalty for kidnappers and
perpetrators of other heinous
crimes to serve as a deterrent
to others.

Police detain man for allegedly
killing wife in Nassarawa

LAFIA

he Police Command
in Nasarawa State has
detained a 30-year-old

man, Musbawu Amodu, for
allegedly beating his 20-year-
old wife to death in Agyaragu,
Obi Local Government Area of
the state.

SP Rahman Nansel, the
command’s Police Public Rela-
tions Officer (PPRO), disclosed
this in a statement issued on
Sunday in Lafia.

Nansel said that the incident
occurred in Angwan Yahaya,
Agyaragu, and that the couple
had been married for six years
with two children.

He said that a complaint was
lodged at the Agyaragu Police
Division at about 12:30 p.m. on
Sunday, alleging that the sus-
pect assaulted his wife, leading
to her death.

According to him, the Di-
visional Police Officer imme-
diately deployed patrol per-
sonnel to the scene, while the
victim was evacuated to the
Federal University Teaching
Hospital, Lafia, for medical
examination and preservation.

“The suspect was promptly
arrested and, during interro-
gation, allegedly confessed to
committing the act.

“He stated that he acted out
of anger after the deceased al-
legedly refused to prepare food.

“According to him, an argu-
ment ensued, which escalat-
ed into a physical altercation
that ultimately resulted in her
death,” the statement said.

The police spokesman added
that the suspect had expressed
remorse over the incident.

He said that the Commis-
sioner of Police in the state,
Shetima Mohammed, had di-
rected that the case be trans-
ferred to the State Criminal
Investigation Department
(SCID), Lafia, for thorough and
discreet investigation.

Nansel said the commission-
er assured the public that jus-
tice would be served and that
the suspect would be charged
in court upon the conclusion of
investigations.

He quoted the commission-
er as condemning all forms of
domestic  violence, describ-
ing the incident as tragic and
avoidable.

Nansel urged couples and
family members to embrace
dialogue, patience and lawful
means of resolving disputes,
stressing that no misunder-
standing was worth the loss of
a human life.

The PPRO added that the
command had assured res-
idents that the situation in
Agyaragu and its environs re-
mained calm and under con-
trol, while security monitoring
continued.
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Alleged fake agency scam: Police to
arraign Adeniyi Adeyemi on Tuesday

ABUJA

e police is to arraign
Adeniyi Adeyemi, the
Director-General  (DG)

of a non-existing Presidential
Foreign Intervention Promotion
Council (PFIPC) in the Federal
High Court on Tuesday (today).
The police in a fresh court
document marked: FHC/ABJ/
CR/562/2025, charged pres-
ently Adeyemi and two others
with eight counts of forgery,
impersonation, among others.
The charge was filed on No-
vember 27, 2025, by Wisdom
Madaki, a police prosecutor.

June 16 when the case came
up for the suspects to take their
plea, Adeyemi was said to be in-
disposed and Justice Mohammed
Umar adjourned the matter.

According to the court doc-
uments, witnesses listed in the
case are the Chief of Staff to the
President, Mr Femi Gbajabiami-
la; Paul Emmanuel, Jeremiah
Imoukhede and Ituah Sylvester.

Other witnesses are civil
servants working in the Office
of the Accountant General of
the Federation (AGoF), Akim-
bo Shola and Adamu Balongu,
a Deputy Superintendent of
Police, were in the list.

Also listed as witnesses are
Ojo Victor, Omeh Amarachuk-
wu, and Wakili Saidu, all of
whom were allegedly posted
to work with Adeyemi at the
non-existent agency.

Others are Joy Ngwoke, the
owner of Kachi Hotel in Abuja, and
Ven Okoriko, the pastor of St. Mat-
thew’s Anglican Church, Maitama.

The documentary evidence ex-
pected to be tendered by the police
include the police investigation re-
port, Gbajabiamilas petition dated
Oct. 17, 2025; and Adeyemi’s fake
presidential appointment letter
dated March 8, 2024.

These also include the re-

quest for a note verbally by
Adeyemi sent to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and the ap-
provals he got to open accounts
with the Central Bank of Nige-
ria (CBN), request for approv-
al of self accounting Adeyemi
sent to the AGoF and the con-
veyance of approval for take-off
of the PFIPC.

Other documents listed by the
prosecution are a letter of request
for collaboration with the minis-
try in the area of land acquisition
and offices across the 36 states of
the federation; statements of all
the witnesses and that of the de-
fendants, and pictures.

MEDIA LUNCHEON:

Executive Secretary, Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC), Dr Aisha Garba (2nd L); Chairman of Nigeria Union of
Journalists (NUJ), FCT, Comrade Grace lke (2nd R); Chairman of Education Correspondent's Association of Nigeria (ECAN), Mr Chuks
Ukwatu (L); with the Female Education Correspondents during the Media Luncheon by the Executive Secretary of UBEC in Abuja.

Woman returns §50,000
dowry after husband’s divorce

pregnant woman,
AFauziy‘ya Abdulsalam

on Monday insisted on
returning the N50,000 dowry
she received after her husband
Ishaq Idris sent her a divorce
letter.

The complainant had prayed
court to dissolve her union to
Idris on the basis of Khuli, a
form of divorce where a wom-
an returns dowry to be free
from marriage.

She told the court that she
was seven months pregnant
and would want her ex hus-
band to continue taking care of
the pregnancy.

The defendant had confirmed
N50,000 as the dowry amount
but prayed court to give him

time to reconcile with wife.

The reconciliation was not
successful and the defendant
sent a letter declaring one pro-
nouncement of divorce to the
complainant on the adjourned
date.

The Judge Malam Yakubu
Abdullahi said a woman can
seek for Khul'i during her id-
dah (a three menstrual cycle
waiting period for divorced
women before they remarry).

"I, Yakubu Abdullahi, the
Judge presiding Sharia court
II, Magajin Gari, hereby dis-
solve the union between Ishaq
Idris and Fauziyya Abdulsalam
based on Khul'i’} he said.

The Judge urged the com-
plainant to file a new suit seek-
ing for care of the pregnancy
from her husband.

Ex-minister, Nnaji, pleads not guilty to forgery, fraud charges

ABUJA

former Minister of
Innovation, Science
and Technology, Uche

Nnaji, on Monday, pleaded
not guilty to a six-count charge
bordering on alleged money
laundering, corruption, forgery
and the use of false documents.

Nnaji was arraigned in the
Federal High Court, Abuja be-
fore Justice Joyce Abdulmalik
by the Independent Corrupt
Practices and other Related
Offences Commission (ICPC).

Following his plea, the pros-
ecuting counsel, Mr Osuobeni
Akponimisingha told the court
that the prosecution was ready
for trial as they had three wit-
nesses available in court to testify.

Counsel to the defendant, Mr
Ogwu Onoja, SAN, however, said
he was not ready to proceed as he
needed time to study the charge
and prepare his client for trial.

He also informed the court that
he had filed an application praying
the court to admit his client to bail.

The prosecutor said he was not
opposing the application for bail
since it was at the discretion of the
court to grant or refuse bail.

Justice Abdulmalik admit-
ted the defendant to bail in the
sum of N20 million and one

surety in like sum.

The judge said the surety must
reside within the jurisdiction of
the court at a fixed place of abode
for not less than four years and
must deposit evidence of that by
way of tenancy agreement.

“The proposed surety shall be
aFederal Civil Servant within the
courts judicial division of not less
than GL15 and shall fix evidence
of receipt of salary for a period
not less than three months.

“The proposed surety shall
also deposit his letter of offer
of pensionable employment to
the aforementioned grade level
and also a letter from the pro-
posed surety”s immediate head
of department shall be depos-
ited with the court’s registry. ”

Other conditions of the bail
are that the surety must depose
to an affidavit of means and enter
into a bail bond and deposit his
recent passport photographs.

The defendant is to also de-
posit his valid Nigerian official
passport as well as his valid Ni-
gerian international passport
at the court’s registry.

The judge subsequently ad-
journed the matter until Sept.
21 for commencement of trial.

According to the charge,
Nnaji allegedly took posses-
sion of N29.58 million paid

into his Fidelity Bank account
as salaries and allowances
while serving as minister.

The ICPC alleged that he rea-
sonably ought to have known the
funds were proceeds of unlawful
acts, namely corruption and fraud.

The commission said the al-
leged offence contravened Sec-
tion 18(2)(d) and is punishable
under Section 18(3) of the Mon-
ey Laundering (Prevention and
Prohibition) Act, 2022.

In count two, the ICPC al-

leged that Nnaji used his office
as minister to confer a corrupt
advantage on himself, contrary
to Section 19 of the Corrupt
Practices and Other Related
Offences Act, 2000.

The commission further al-
leged that, with intent to mis-
lead the Federal Government,
he knowingly presented a false
National Youth Service Corps
Certificate No. A231309, dur-
ing his ministerial appoint-
ment process.

Court remands blogger over
defamatory story against

Soludo, family

AWKA
Magistrates’

Chief
Court in Akwa, on
Monday remanded an

online publisher and blogger,
Ejike Ofoegbu, over alleged de-
famatory publications target-
ing Gov. Chukwuma Soludo
and members of his family.

Ofoegbu, owns Igbo Times
Magazine and INews.

Chief Magistrate C.O. Eze-
kwere ordered that the case
should be transmitted to the
Anambra  Attorney-General
and Commissioner for Justice.

Magistrate Ezekwere ad-
vised Ofoegbu to approach
the High Court in Awka for
bail, noting that the Magistrate
Court lacked the jurisdiction
to entertain the matter.

The magistrate adjourned
the case until July 27, for report
of compliance.

The complainant was rep-
resented by Mr A.A. Nwanri
and the the Chief Security Of-
ficer to the Governor, Mr O.K.
Nkuma.

The Prosecution Counsel,
Insp Tochukwu Echemagu
of the State Criminal Inves-
tigation Department, Awka

told the court that Ofoegbu
is charged with identity theft,
defamation and cyberstalking.

The prosecution told the
court that Ofoegbu allegedly
created and published fabri-
cated and defamatory reports
against the governor and his
family to attract online traffic
and generate financial gains.

The police alleged that the
publications falsely claimed
that Soludo had disowned
his son, Ozonna, and that the
son described his father as “a
drunkard who beat my mum,’
and also alleged a drinking
competition involving the gov-
ernor and a minister.

The prosecution further told
the court that although Ofoeg-
bu had earlier issued a public
apology and retraction over
the publications, he was still
facing prosecution for criminal
defamation, cyberstalking and
identity theft under the rele-
vant laws.

The police said the offence
contravened the provisions of
Sections 24(1)(b) and 38, of the
Cybercrimes (Prohibition, Pre-
vention, etc) Act of 2015, as well
as Sections 373 and 375 of the
Nigerian Criminal Code Act.

Alleged defamation: Court rejects Sowore’s application for long adjournment

ABUJA

he Federal High Court

I in Abuja on Monday

refused to grant an ap-

plication for long adjournment

filed by Omoyele Sowore, pub-
lisher of Sahara Reporters.

The Department of State
Services (DSS) charged Sow-
ore with criminal defamation,
cyberstalking, and incitement.

Justice Mohammed Umar
refused the application by
Sowore’s lawyer, Reuben Ada-
kole, seeking the permission
to adjourn the trial until after
the court’s annual vacation.

Sowore, is also the presiden-
tial candidate of the African

Action Congress (AAC).

He was alleged to have made
false claims against the person
of President Tinubu by refer-
ring to him as “a criminal” in
a post he made on his “X” and
Facebook accounts.

However, after Adakole ap-
plied for the adjournment, the
DSS lawyer, Akinlolu Kehinde,
SAN, opposed the request.

Kehinde drew the attention
of the court to the previous
adjournments the trial had suf-
fered at the instance of Sowore.

He argued that the latest
request for long adjournment
was a ploy by Sowore to further
frustrate the criminal trial.

Besides, the senior lawyer

drew the attention of the court
to the day-to- day accelerated
trial granted by the court in
line with the provisions of the
Administration of Criminal
Justice Act (ACJA), 2015.
He said the order had not
been set aside by the court.
Kehinde, therefore, submit-
ted that granting two months
adjournment would be against
the earlier order of the court.
In a ruling, Justice Umar de-
clined the application on the
grounds of previous order for
accelerated hearing of the matter.
The judge subsequently or-
dered Sowore to be in court on
July 16 for continuation of his
defence in the charge.

Earlier, Sowores first de-
fence witness (DW-1), Deji
Adeyanju, in continuation of
his testimony, insisted that
President Bola Tinubu, during
an official engagement in Be-
nue, said citizens had the right
to insult, abuse, criticise and
call him names.

Adeyanju, a lawyer, said the
president told the law enforce-
ment agencies to allow citizens
exercise their rights as part of
democracy.

The DW-1 also testified that
the president made it clear
that the judiciary should be
the guardian of the public and
should not be used as instrument
of oppression against critics.
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Umahi hails Tinubu's South-East projects

ABAKALIKI
he Minister of Works,
TSen. David Umabhi, has
urged Nigerians, espe-
cially South-East residents,
to appreciate President Bola
Tinubu for ongoing Federal
Government infrastructure
projects across the region.
Umahi spoke on Sunday in Ab-
akaliki while inspecting a section
of the Ebonyi-Benue-Kogi-Nasar-
awa-Abuja Superhighway, one of

the Federal Government's flagship
legacy road projects.

He praised the projects
pace and construction quali-
ty, expressing confidence that
the completed highway would
transform transportation and
strengthen connectivity across
several geopolitical zones.

According to the minister,
the highway will substantially
reduce travel time between the
South-South, South-East and
the Federal Capital Territory

when completed.

Umabhi said motorists would
travel from the South-South
and South-East to Abuja in ap-
proximately six hours, boost-
ing commerce, investment and
regional integration.

He described Tinubu as a
leader committed to equita-

ble national development and
urged Nigerians to support the
administration’s ongoing infra-
structure renewal programme.

“I want all of us to win to-
gether with President Bola
Tinubu in the forthcoming
election,” Umabhi said.

He expressed satisfaction with

the contractors’ performance, say-
ing the quality and speed of con-
struction reflected the administra-
tion’s determination to modernise
Nigeria’s road network.

“I am happy with the ongo-
ing projects and what the con-
tractors are doing,” the minis-
ter stated.

NEWS

Umahi also referenced for-
mer Anambra Governor, Mr
Peter Obi, while defending the
administration’s infrastructure
achievements and inviting
public scrutiny of the projects.

“That is why I asked my broth-
er, Mr Peter Obi, to debate with
me on what I am doing;” he said.

He added that Obi declined,
saying he was not a presiden-
tial candidate, but maintained
the projects deserved objective
assessment by Nigerians.

Anambra Govt. arrests woman who
allegedly evolved from traditionalist

to surgeon

he Anambra Govern-
ment has arrested a
47-year-old ~ woman,

Onyinyechi Charles, who al-
legedly transformed from an
‘Eze Nwanyi’ (female tradi-
tionalist) to a self-acclaimed
medical surgeon.

The Commissioner  for
Health, Dr Afam Obidike, made
the disclosure while speaking
with newsmen in Awka.

The commissioner said the
suspect carried out surgical
procedures without required
medical licenses.

According to him, she alleg-
edly operated an illegal tradi-
tional birth attendant's facility
in Umueri, Anambra East Lo-
cal Government Area.

Obidike said investigations
revealed that the suspect al-
legedly performed caesarean
sections, conducted normal
vaginal deliveries and carried
out other surgical procedures
without authorisation.

He said the facility had also
been linked to reported medical
complications and fatalities.

“The arrest followed investi-
gations launched by the Minis-
try of Health as part of the state’s
campaign against quackery and
illegal medical practices.

“The suspect admitted dur-
ing interrogation that she had
been carrying out caesarean
sections, normal deliveries
and other surgical procedures
without the required medical

or surgical qualifications.

“She was previously known
as ‘Eze Nwanyi’ before becom-
ing a church minister and lat-
er presenting herself as a sur-
geon,” he said.

Obidike said that during an
inspection of the facility, con-
ducted alongside the Chair-
man of Anambra East Local
Government Area, Mr Ifeanyi
Chinweze, and security per-
sonnel, they recovered surgical
instruments and other medical
equipment allegedly used for
unauthorised procedures.

He added that officials also
discovered what appeared to be a
shrine and an altar inside the facility.

The commissioner said the
facility had been sealed pend-
ing the conclusion of investiga-
tions, while the suspect would
be arraigned before a compe-
tent court if found culpable.

He described the discovery
as disturbing and a serious
threat to public health, adding
that the administration of Gov.
Chukwuma Soludo would not
allow unqualified persons to
endanger lives under the guise
of providing healthcare.

Obidike urged residents,
particularly expectant moth-
ers, to seek medical care only
from  government-approved
hospitals and duly registered
healthcare providers.

He said the ministry would
sustain surveillance and en-
forcement operations across
the state to identify and prose-
cute illegal medical practition-
ers.

-
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COURTESY VISIT:

Senator representing Oyo South Senatorial District, Sen. Sharafadeen Alli, during his visit to the rescued Orire victims at the
Military Hospital 2 Div. Ibadan on Monday.

Police launch manhunt for driver, conductor over attempted
murder, rifle snatching

he Police Command
in Enugu State has
launched a manhunt for

a bus driver and his conduc-
tor over assault and attempted
murder of police officers as well
as snatching of a police rifle.

This is contained in a state-
ment by the Command’s
Spokesman, SP Daniel Nduk-
we, on Sunday in Enugu.

According to Ndukwe, the
command has commenced man-
hunt for the driver and conductor
of a Mitsubishi L300 commercial
bus for the offences of conspir-
acy, serious assault, dangerous
driving, attempted murder, and
snatching of police rifle.

“The incident occurred at
about 1; 20p.m., on July 9, at All
Saints Roundabout, along Ab-
akaliki Road, Enugu.

“Acting on information received
from the commands control room
that the driver and conductor had
assaulted a traffic police officer on
duty;, operatives of the Distress Re-
sponse Squad (DRS) intercepted
and flagged down the vehidle.

“However, rather than sub-
mitting to arrest, the driver de-
ceptively slowed down before
suddenly accelerating in an at-
tempt to escape.

“In the process, he knocked down

one of the operatives and dragged
away the ofticer’s AK-47 rifle, which
was entangled with the vehidle.

“During the ensuing pursuit,
the suspects threw the rifle out
of the vehicle at IMT Bus Stop
along the same road before
speeding off. The rifle was im-
mediately recovered intact, with
its ammunition?”

Ndukwe said that the state’s
Commissioner of Police, Mr
Mamman Giwa, had ordered a
comprehensive investigation and
intensified efforts to arrest and

prosecute the fleeing suspects.

The commissioner also ad-
vised the driver and conductor
to voluntarily present them-
selves to the police for proper
investigation, because every
lawful measure is being de-
ployed to apprehend them.

Giwa further urged the
public to disregard misleading
narratives surrounding the in-
cident and cautioned against
assaulting or obstructing police
officers in the lawful discharge
of their duties.

NDLEA intercepts illicit drugs worth N10.3b at Lagos Port

ABUJA

r I Yhe National Drug Law
Enforcement  Agency
(NDLEA) has inter-

cepted 8,287 nylon bags of

substance suspected to be Ca-

nadian Loud weighing 4,143.5

Kilo grammes at the Apapa

seaport in Lagos.

The Director, Media and
Advocacy, NDLEA, Mr Femi
Babafemi said this in a state-
ment in Abuja.

Babafemi said the drugs
worth over N10.3 billion in
street value were discovered
in a container imported from
Canada during a joint exam-
ination of the shipment by
NDLEA officers, Customs
personnel and other security

agencies on July 10.

He said that the discovery
followed weeks of targeted
tracking and monitoring of
the shipment since its depar-
ture from Montreal, Canada,
by operatives of the Maritime
Intelligence Unit of NDLEA.

According to him, this was
in close collaboration with the
Apapa Strategic Command of
the agency.

He also said that the NDLEA
operatives of the Directorate
of Operation and General In-
vestigation (DOGI) foiled an
attempt by a drug trafficker
to export a 2.5-Kilo Gramme
of substance suspected to be
skunk, a strain of cannabis.

”The drugs were concealed
in a gas compressor going

to Cyprus through a courier
company in Lagos,” he said.

He added that commands
and formations of the agen-
cy across the country have
continued their War Against
Drug Abuse (WADA) sensi-
tisation activities in schools,
worship centres, work places
and communities.

Babafemi  quoted  the
NDLEA chairman, retired
Brig.-Gen. Buba Marwa as
commending the officers and
men of DOGI and Apapa
commands of the agency for
the arrests and seizures.

Marwa noted their drug
supply reduction efforts and
charged them and their com-
patriots across the country not
to relent.

llegal Mining: FG arrests 2 suspects in Osun

crackdown

OSHOGBO
he Federal Government
Tsays intensified efforts
to curb illegal mining
nationwide have led to the
arrest of two suspected ille-
gal miners at a mining site in
Osun.

The enforcement operation,
led by the Southwest Zonal
Mines Officer, Mr Ajibade
Ganiyu, was carried out by
officials of the Federal Minis-
try of Solid Minerals Develop-
ment in Ogun, Oyo and Osun,
with security agencies.

Mrs Lara Owoeye-Wise, the
Special Assistant to the Min-
ister of Solid Minerals Devel-
opment, Dr Dele Alake, made
this known in a statement in
Abuja.

Owoeye-Wise said that the
enforcement exercise targeted
illegal artisanal mining camps
at Ileki-Ijesa along the Ile-Ife/
Ilesa Road. She said mining
equipment and other tools
used for the illegal operation
were confiscated, while the il-

legal miners’ major operation-
al bases were dismantled.

Reacting to the incident,
Alake said President Bola
Tinubu’s administration was
determined to sanitise the
mining sector through re-
forms that combined strong-
er enforcement, regulatory
measures, intelligence gather-
ing and sustained community
engagement to curb illegal
mining nationwide.

He said the establishment
of the Mining Marshals sig-
nificantly strengthened the
government’s enforcement ca-
pacity, leading to the arrest of
more than 300 illegal miners
and the prosecution of over
150 suspects.

This, he said, was including
foreign nationals, while sever-
alillegal mining sites had been
shut down across the country.

He said that the ongoing
nationwide enforcement op-
erations were part of a broader
strategy to ensure that Nige-
ria’s mineral wealth benefits
the country through lawful,
transparent and responsible
mining activities.

Alake, also Chairman of
the African Mineral Strategy
Group (AMSG), said Nige-
ria’s firm stance against illegal
mining reflected the growing
continental resolve to promote
responsible mineral govern-
ance.

He said the effort also
aimed to curb the illicit ex-
ploitation of Africa’s mineral
resources and maximise value
addition for sustainable eco-
nomic development.

The minister appealed to
traditional rulers, communi-
ty leaders, youth groups and
residents of mining commu-
nities to support the Federal
Government’s efforts by refus-
ing to harbour or shield illegal
miners.

He also urged them to pro-
vide credible information to
security agencies and the min-
istry to combat the menace.

“Illegal mining destroys the
environment, fuels insecurity,
deprives the nation of legiti-
mate revenue and undermines
the livelihoods of law-abiding
miners.
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FTSE review puts Nigeria’s frontier market
upgrade at risk after T+1 settlement reform

NIGERIA EXCHANGE MARKET

ESE AMADASUN

igeria fixed its settlement
Nsystem to move closer to the

world. FTSE Russell is now
asking whether that same fix has
made the market harder for the world
to access.*

Nigeria’s long-awaited return to
FTSE Russell’s Frontier Market cat-
egory has come under fresh uncer-
tainty after the global index provider
placed the country’s planned upgrade
under further review, citing concerns
over the implementation of the T+1
settlement cycle.

The development has introduced
a new layer of caution into the Ni-
gerian equities market, which had
spent years working toward regaining
stronger international classification
status. Ironically, the same settlement
reform promoted by Nigerian market
authorities as a sign of improved mar-
ket efficiency has now become the key
issue delaying the country’s frontier
market reclassification.

FTSE Russell had in March 2026
announced Nigerias upgrade from
“Unclassified” to “Frontier Market”
status, with implementation expected
in September 2026. The decision was
widely seen as a major breakthrough
for the Nigerian capital market, with
investors expecting it to attract pas-
sive inflows from index-tracking
funds, improve foreign investor con-

fidence and deepen market liquidity.

However, in its June 30 update,
FTSE Russell said Nigeria had not yet
been formally reclassified and that
the upgrade would remain under re-
view. The index provider said it would
issue a definitive update by the end of
August 2026.

At the centre of the review is Ni-
gerias transition to T+1 settlement,
which took effect on June 1, 2026.
Under the new framework, trades
on the Nigerian Exchange settle one
business day after execution, com-
pared with the previous T+2 arrange-
ment.

The reform was introduced to speed
up settlement, reduce counterparty
risk and align the Nigerian market
with global best practice. Nigeria also
became one of the first African mar-
kets to move to T+1, a step regulators
and market operators presented as ev-
idence of the country’s readiness for
deeper international participation.

But FTSE Russell’s concern is that
the shortened settlement cycle could
create operational difficulties for for-
eign institutional investors, especial-
ly those trading from different time
zones and dealing with foreign ex-
change conversion requirements.

The key concern is whether inter-
national investors may be forced to
prefund trades before execution in
order to meet the one-day settlement
deadline. For FTSE Russell, mandato-

ry prefunding is a serious market-ac-
cess issue because it may affect the de-
livery-versus-payment standard, one
of the quality-of-market criteria used
in assessing countries for frontier and
emerging market classification.

This has created an uncomfortable
contradiction for Nigeria. The reform
that was meant to strengthen the
market’s case for frontier status is now
the same reform FTSE Russell wants
to study further before allowing the
upgrade to proceed.

The review unsettled market sen-
timent during the week, contributing
to renewed selloffs after an already
difficult month of June. The Nigerian
Exchange All-Share Index closed the
week at 229,240 points, down 1.21 per
cent from the previous weeK’s 232,049
points, while market capitalisation
declined from N148.91 trillion to
N147.10 trillion.

The market had fallen through
much of the week before a strong re-
bound on Friday, July 3, when the in-
dex gained 2.19 per cent. The recovery
was led largely by Airtel Africa, which
rose by the maximum 10 per cent to
close at N5,274 per share, returning
significant value to the market.

Despite Friday’s rebound, the FTSE
review remains the major issue before
the market. Nigeria’s frontier market
reclassification had been expected to
serve as a major catalyst for the sec-
ond half of the year, with possible

inflows from passive index trackers
and active foreign portfolio investors
positioning ahead of the September
implementation.

Those expectations are now on
hold until FTSE Russell concludes its
review.

Market analysts say the Nigerian
Exchange Group, the Securities and
Exchange Commission, the Central
Securities Clearing System and other
market stakeholders now have a nar-
row window to convince FTSE Rus-
sell that foreign investors can trade
Nigerian equities under the T+1 set-
tlement system without being com-
pelled to prefund transactions.

This will likely require clearer
settlement guidelines, stronger en-
gagement with global custodians,
improved foreign exchange coordi-
nation and direct consultation with
international institutional investors
whose feedback may influence FTSE
Russell’s final decision.

The broader concern is that Nigeria
may have implemented a technically
sound reform without sufficiently ad-
dressing how it would affect offshore
investors who must manage currency
conversion, custody instructions and
settlement timelines across jurisdic-
tions.

While T+1 settlement is not inher-
ently negative, its success depends on
whether the surrounding market in-
frastructure can support smooth par-

ticipation by both local and foreign
investors. For domestic investors,
faster settlement may improve liquid-
ity and reduce risk. For foreign inves-
tors, however, the challenge is wheth-
er the system allows them to complete
transactions efficiently without tying
down funds in advance.

This is the question FTSE Russell
now wants answered.

If Nigeria resolves the issue be-
fore the end of August, FTSE Russell
could still proceed with the Septem-
ber reclassification. That would re-
store confidence, unlock the expected
foreign inflow pipeline and strength-
en Nigeria’s position in global frontier
market indices.

But if the concerns remain unre-
solved, the upgrade may be delayed,
depriving the market of one of its
most important anticipated catalysts
for 2026.

For now, Nigeria’s capital market
finds itself in a difficult position. It
has carried out a major settlement re-
form intended to modernise the mar-
ket and improve competitiveness, but
the reform has exposed fresh ques-
tions about accessibility for foreign
investors.

The coming weeks will therefore be
critical. Regulators and market opera-
tors must show that T+1 settlement is
not a barrier to foreign participation
but a sign of a more efficient, credible
and globally aligned market.
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The smile she lost and found

RACHEAL ESEOSE OMIJIE

unior Ada, a 16-year-old girl, lively,
happy, and always energetic, brought
joy everywhere she went. Just her
mile alone lights up the whole room,
and everyone in it was instantly happy.
She always loved acting in school dra-
ma and dreamed of becoming famous.
Anything that had to do with the media
space, she wanted to be there, whether it
was acting, presenting, broadcasting, or
being on the screen. She was passionate
about acting.

Ada went to All Peace College, a sec-
ondary school known for its dedica-
tion to teaching students and produc-
ing world-class leaders in all sectors of
life. It was the second term in school, a
time when everyone would go to their
respective clubs: drama, craft, tie-dye,
ICT, debating, in preparation for the
end-of-term co-curricular day and so
much more. Ada was in the drama club
with her best friend, Mira. She was
chosen as the female lead of the drama
and Ada was so happy, she was finally
doing what she loved.

Every day by 12 p.m. when the bell
rang, everyone was expected to go to
their respective clubs, and so every
day became Ada’s favourite time.

One day, on a school day, Ada woke
up and felt weird around her face. She
didn’t think much of it because the ex-
citement for that day’s drama practice
overwhelmed her. Then it started with
pain in her ear. She ignored it, took
her bath, ate breakfast and got in the
car taking her to school. The pain con-
tinued but “it cannot limit me,” Ada
told herself. After the drama practice,
Ada still felt pain and thought, “may-
be I overstressed myself”

And the day went on. The next
morning, she woke up and felt her
mouth was heavy, so she checked the
mirror and realized she could not
smile properly. She tried to brush her
teeth, but water dropped from her lips
while brushing. Ada was scared and
cried out to her parents’ room. When
they saw her, they were worried be-
cause she looked different, so they
rushed her to the hospital.

Her dad inquired from the doctor
what was wrong, and Ada and her mum
were too worried to even pay attention.
The doctor said it was Facial Palsy.

(The facial nerve had become weak,
affecting one side of her face. She need-
ed to begin treatment immediately.)

The doctor then went on to explain.

The news came like a downpour of
heavy rain on her father. What would
he tell his wife and daughter? That their
precious baby girl had facial palsy and
there was no cure for it. Her father
worried but still broke the news to the
family. He encouraged Ada that he was
always there for her. But Ada didn't care
about that. What she kept remembering
was the thought of “no cure” in her head
and she broke down crying. Her parents
encouraged her in every way possible,
but it seemed like it wasn’t having any
effect. Instead, her crying increased.
Ada didn’t go to school for the rest of
the week and she felt so insecure.

But Monday came faster than she
expected, and she had to return to
school. The school had previously sent
an email to her parents asking why she
hadn’t returned, and so she had to go to
school. When she entered the school,

|

Affected areas &

Bell's palsy (facial paralysis)

she saw the stares, everyone gazed at
her and she became insecure about her
looks. Her parents explained her situ-
ation and the school gave assurances
that they would take special care of her.

Ada was escorted to the classroom,
and when everyone saw her, the gos-
sip began and she felt like crying.
Throughout the day, everyone stared at
her, some with pity, some with mock-
ery, and even her best friend, Mira,
didn’t want to speak to her, joining oth-
ers to verbally bully her. “What hap-
pened to your face?” one student said,
and others laughed. She began crying,
but there was no one to comfort her.

From that day, she began wearing
a hoodie to school and started isolat-
ing herself. Her seat changed from the
front row to the back row, the last seat.
And from then on, she became more
withdrawn than ever. Ada changed, no
longer lively and happy, and her parents
noticed. They noticed when she stopped
eating well, when they heard her crying
from their bedroom, and they tried
to comfort her but it wasn't working,
nothing was working. Ada became de-
pressed at a young age because of a dis-
ability that wasn't her fault. She always
avoided mirrors, and most times, she
thought of how her life would be with
her disability. She felt she no longer de-
served to be in the media space, and be-
cause of this, she avoided drama.

Every time the bell rang for activity
time (club), she didn’t go. Instead, she
stayed in class crying and hiding from
everyone. This went on until Ada
started rejecting treatment. Her par-
ents spoke to her but to no avail. Even
when she went to school and it was
time for drama practice, Ada didn’t go
for it, but this time the teacher came
to her. Mrs Udoka Ifong, the drama
instructor, came and saw her seated at
the back and walked up to her asking
if she was okay. Ada replied saying she
was fine, but the teacher, who had five
years of teaching experience, knew
that Ada had lied about that.

The woman began speaking to Ada
about why she avoided the drama and
Ada began telling her everything: the
mockery from friends, how no one un-
derstood her and her insecurities, and
that she didn't feel like she deserved
to be on the show because of her face.
Then Mrs Effiong said, “Your face may
have changed, but your talent is un-
touched, so don't quit because of your
appearance” That statement struck a
chord in Ada’s heart and she dwelled
on that statement for the whole day.

The next day she decided to rejoin
the drama group, though she still
felt insecure, she ignored the feeling.
When Mrs Effiong saw her, she was
excited and kept Ada as the female
lead. There were many complaints
from the students but nobody could
question the teacher’s decision.

Everyone waited to see Ada fail
the script and say nonsense, but Ada
proved them wrong and she acted
like she had practiced forever. Many
were shocked. When Ada saw their
expressions, she was determined to
shock them more. She no longer felt
like an outcast. Through practice, her
skills kept improving. School went
on as usual but with a change, her
classmates began talking to her, she
no longer felt like an outcast, and her
confidence started growing again.

The day finally came when all the clubs
were to present what they had learned in
front of their family, friends and school
management. The co-curricular day.
And so everyone began anticipating.
Adas parents came in great anticipation
to see their daughter. Then it was time
for the drama presentation. Ada and her
team went on stage, and performed so
outstandingly that after the drama every-
one gave a loud applause.

Then and there, Ada realized that
her face had changed, but her heart
had not. And so she smiled again,
knowing that no one, and nothing,
not even her disability, could stop her
from achieving her dream.
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DRAMA:

The Acts of the KARIBIANS

EJEMOGO REBECCA ANWURI

r I Yhis is a fictional story on the
recent kidnappings, in Oriire
community in Oyo State and

at the Vegetable market in Benin City

respectively. Happy reading.
Continued from last week:*

SCENE TWO

“ Abeg reduce this music small
make pesin for hear word, sey this
place resemble club for your eye abi
na d Igbo wey you dey take dey turn
your brain?”

“Ochuko leave am jare, me dey cel-
ebrate! Abi you wan join me?” He said
dancing to the rhythm of the song

Ochuko hissed “ Frank kon check
your friend o because e be like say
something don lose comot for em
head because I no understand why
human being with flesh and blood go
dey celebrate inside poverty. Bros you
dey feel me?”

“ 1 understand you blood. Stone,
wetin dey sup na, do normal, that
music too loud”

Stone laughed hysterically “See
these boys sha, if the plug kon enter
now shey una go tell me say make I
reduce una share? Thank God say una
don use una mouth talk say make I
reduce am, and I go too cut am, una
know me”

“Wait! Stone, shey plug dey?” Frank
asked with sudden interest

“Plug dey! Na why me dey dance
since. Abi una think say na Binutu
administration dey give me joy for
this kind shege wey we don see for
Karibia?”

“Omo you no yarn us na, how we
go take understand?”

“Stone you no try o, why you kon
dey waste the small energy wey I
dey manage talk since? See, na garri
your boy dey live on currently make
breeze no carry me trowey.” Ochuko
responded

Frank laughed “ Omo... E no go
funny oh!”

“Enough of these jokes, now to
business! Are you guys with me?”
Stone said as he puffed out the ciga-
rette at the corner of his mouth.

“Yes Baba.” They said in unison.

“Our harvest, Engineer Collins
Thomas, is the CEO of Orifield Cor-
porations, in other words, he deals
with oil money. He resides in a Gov-
ernment Residential Area, G.R.A for
short, and his net worth is about three
hundred million dollars. He lives a
quiet and peaceable life with one wife
and two daughters, I no dey miss that
family part because na them go carry
the cross las las”

Frank nodded “ Hmmm! what an
interesting profile”

“An interesting one indeed!” Ochu-
ko concurred

“Now, welll be executing this mis-
sion on Sunday morning, because
according to Agent Sylvanus, he is a
committed member of Saint Saviours
Anglican Church and the interesting
fact is that na one man soldier he be; he
walks alone, no convoy, no bodyguard,
no protocol. Hence, it will be much
easier for us to accomplish this task”

“Stone Baba, all these things wey

you dey talk na for formality sake.
How do you want the job done? Shey
we go take d man down abi na logistics
d man be?” Ochuko said confidently

“ Ochuko calm down, why your
blood dey hot?”

“ Omo we no get time.”

“ Guys listen! Get your church
clothes ready because we go attend
first service with them, if na borrow
you wan borrow church outfits, do am
between now and midnight. Then, to
answer your question Ochuko, the
man na logistics, na em go pay us for
the job. Were going to collect it in
form of a ransom.”

“Ransom? Is it a kidnap operation?
Frank asked

“ Yes na! Wetin you dey talk sef?”
Ochuko responded

“So guys get ready, we'll be making
use of pistols, but we no go silence an-
ybody. Shey una dey hear me?”

“Yes Baba!”

SCENE THREE

“God bless you Engineer Collins
for contributing immensely to the
body of Christ, you don’t understand
how much this donation means to
me. I mean, the church has been
clamouring for Buses to cater for the
missionaries amongst us”

“Thank God Reverend, it has al-
ways being a blessing to give to this
great house” He said smiling.

“Chai! I am very happy, in fact
stretch forth your hands let me pray
for you?”

Engr. Collins stretched forth his
hands

“Father thank you for the life of
your son, Collins...”

“How many hours Reverend wan
use pray for pesin? E dey delay my
plug abeg” Ochuko said, hitting his
hand on the steering impatiently.

Frank hissed “ Bad belle! Shey you
fit buy that kind Bus wey e donate for
church? Or shey you fit even afford
the tire?”

“ Abeg make I hear word!” Ochuko
fired back.

“ Shey una see say that man don
dey enter e moto? Una dey here dey
argue blindly with una poverty men-
tality! If that man comot for our eyes,
I go silence pesin pikin dis morning
and nobody go arrest me. Ochuko
start moto make we hit street” Stone
said

“Noted Boss!”

“Ochuko no drive speed abeg, the
instruction is for you to follow the car
unnoticed. Frank, hope say d mask
and teargas dey ready?”

“Yes boss.”

“Omo, Ochuko fire on! fire on!!
The man don dey on high speed”

“Stone Baba trust me, I go meet
up with am” Ochuko said, mounting
pressure on the accelerator.

“Stop the car!”

“Stop this car Over-sabi man, you
no see say their car no dey move
again?”. Frank addressed Ochuko

“Hmm... I can see someone com-
ing out of the car heading towards the
Pumpkin Market.” Stone said

“That must be his daughter”

“ Boss shey make we attack since d
car no dey move?”
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or decades, if we critically exam-
Fine our public, we would realize

that their perception of film fes-
tivals, within their locale or interna-
tional communities, has been firmly
rooted in glitz, paparazzi and glam-
our. We often picture pristine red or
green carpets, flashbulbs popping in
rapid succession, and film scholars or
Nollywood elite celebrating the high
art of visual storytelling and film-
making. However, behind the trans-
parent velvet ropes and champagne
toasts lies a far more practical reality.
In our modern global landscape, only
recently though, film festivals have
quietly evolved into aggressive eco-
nomic engines from just mere enter-
tainment. They are now instruments
of soft power, they trigger for foreign
direct investment (FDI), and founda-
tional pillars for what economists now
call the "Orange Economy." I am sure
you know what that means!

As developing nations, like Nigeria,
look critically to diversify their reve-
nues far away from depleting natural
resources and traditional commodi-
ties, the creative sector has suddenly
emerged as a goldmine before all to
see. When thoroughly planned and
structured strategically, a film festival
does not merely cost money to host;
it also generates a compounding eco-
nomic multiplier effect that can re-
shape a nations financial trajectory.
Many may think this is just mere talks
on paper, but it is sure a real deal.

To understand this phenomenon with
uneasy ease, we may need to look no fur-
ther than the upcoming Africa & Carib-
bean International Film Festival (ACIFF),
a Cross-Borders Film Festival. This is not
to say all film festivals are not tailored to
make money or get return on investment,
not at all. It is just a move to let us know
that there are many closed doors with a
film festival with so many economic op-
portunities and benefits. By breaking geo-
graphic boundaries and uniting emerging
markets, ACIFF provides a textbook mas-
terclass in how cinema can be leveraged
for macroeconomic growth.

It is a fact that, at the most funda-
mental level, an international film fes-
tival acts as a massive temporary stim-
ulus package for local tourism. When
a city hosts a major festival, it becomes
a magnet for an affluent, highly active
demographic: international filmmak-
ers, producers, foreign journalists,
distributors, and cultural tourists. The
spotlight at that point in time beams
not just on the festival but on the State
it is held. Everybody benefits econom-
ically from directly or indirectly. The
immediate economic injection, into
the state or country where any festival
is always felt across multiple touch-
points like the areas of Hospitality
Surge. Here, Hotels, boutique lodgings,
and short-term rentals experience a
massive spike in occupancy rates, of-
ten allowing them to command pre-
mium seasonal pricing. That is just a
tip of the iceberg when you consider
other areas like the Service Ecosystem
like Restaurants, catering companies,

Entertainment

— with Davidson Imosime Izegaegbe —
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FILM FESTIVALS GATHERING

creen: Film Festivals as tool
g global creative economy

i e

transport logistics, aviation, and local
retail vendors see a sudden influx of
high-spending consumers.

Most times, | am stunned when the
government or agencies ask questions
like what is the relevance or benefits
of a film festival. Well apart from the
above listed, let coin a word like Job
Creation.] know this will sound famil-
iar and become an apartment where all
benefit ends right? No. It’s beyond job
creation. Will deal with that later. Now
to job creation, beyond the immedi-
ate screen, a festival requires an army
of temporary and permanent work-
ers such as event coordinators, sound
technicians, translators, security firms,
and marketing agencies, putting mon-
ey directly into the pockets of citizens.

Again, consider the baseline data
from legacy festivals: events like
Cannes or the Toronto International
Film Festival (TIFF) inject hundreds
of millions of dollars into their re-
gional economies annually. For de-
veloping or emerging economies like
that of Nigeria, we know what festi-
vals by Fidelis Duker, Coal City Film
festival, ZUMA international film
festival, Edo State International Film
Festival, and many others have done
to the Nigeria economy. Dont you
think ACIFFE even though a fraction
of many that would want to be in-
volved in cross-border film festivals,
can through its budget spending pro-
foundly alter the quarterly revenue of
most local small, medium-sized en-
terprises (SMEs) and others?

While film screenings as part of
events in a film festival ceremony
entertain the public, the true en-
gine of economic growth operates
strictly behind closed doors in the
Business-to-Business (B2B) markets.
A film festival is, at its core, a trade
fair. During these events, intellectu-
al property (IP) is commercialized.

Distribution companies like many
great online film platforms or region-
al broadcasting networks negotiate
the licensing rights for local content.
Co-production treaties are drafted,
permitting filmmakers from different
countries to pool financial resources,
secure international tax rebates, and
employ diverse crews.

When a nation successfully sells
its cinematic content internationally,
it is effectively exporting its culture,
bringing invaluable foreign currency
back into the domestic banking sys-
tem. Furthermore, as global studios
witness the viability of local talent,
they are incentivized to establish re-
gional offices or utilize the host coun-
try as a physical shooting location,
creating sustained economic capital.

The Africa & Canadian Interna-
tional Film Festival (ACIFF) serves
as a brilliant modern case study of
how a cultural event can deliberate-
ly engineer transnational economic
cooperation. Rather than limiting its
scope to a single geographic territo-
ry, ACIFFs "Cross-Borders" ethos
intentionally constructs an economic
bridge between two continents, and
broader international markets.

A striking example of this is
ACIFF’s decision to position its land-
mark editions in unexpected global
hubs. By bringing African and Can-
ada creative leaders directly into the
heart of a one stop over creative shop,
massive economic and educational
ecosystem, the festival has attempt-
ed to establish a unique diverse-way
trade route for cultural exchange and
corporate collaboration.

ACIFF targets a massive, historical-
ly fragmented consumer market: the
global African and Canadians, dias-
pora, black emancipation alongside
international allies. By facilitating di-
rect B2B networking sessions between

cross-border creators and foreign
financiers, the festival bypasses tradi-
tional Western distribution gatekeep-
ers. This allows intellectual property
from emerging markets to be bought,
sold, and co-funded directly, estab-
lishing an alternative, highly lucrative
supply chain for creative goods.

An economy cannot scale sustainably
on raw talent alone; it requires formal-
ized capacity building. ACIFF recogniz-
es this economic reality by anchoring
its festival schedule around intensive
professional ~ workshops.  Spanning
specialized disciplines, such as Acting,
Directing, Set Design, Screenwriting,
Acting, Cinematography, Cartooning
and many others. With a goal getting
mindset, these programs act as an in-
cubator for human capital. We do know
that when local creatives are trained
to meet rigorous international techni-
cal standards, their labour value sky-
rockets. We have seen it happen. They
transition from an informal domestic
workforce to a highly competitive, and
globalized talent pool capable of com-
manding top-dollar contract fees from
international production houses.

Even when operating on an inter-
national canvas, ACIFF’s operational
blueprint directly stimulates the hy-
per-local economy of its host destina-
tion. Over its multi-day run, the fes-
tival program intentionally balances
heavy industry panels with holistic
and cultural integration. Activities
such as guided city visits, regional
tours, and communal traditionally
based sessions which seamlessly in-
tertwine the visiting delegates with
local tourism vendors. Ultimately,
the economic impact of a film festival
like ACIFF outlives the closing night
awards ceremony. When films show-
case a nation's landscapes, architec-
ture, and cultural nuances, they serve
as a multi-million-dollar commercial

for the country. This phenomenon,
known as "film tourism," routinely in-
spires audiences to visit the real-world
locations they fell in love with on
screen. As noticed in this moment
of experience, the event is happening
simultaneously in Africa and Canada
and Benin City in Edo State.

Furthermore, a nation that demon-
strates the logistical capability to pull
off a prestigious, secure, and techno-
logically advanced international festi-
val marrying two continents signals to
the world that it is open for business.
It proves to foreign investors that Ni-
geria, Canada possess the corporate
infrastructure, legal protections for
intellectual property, and institution-
al maturity necessary for large-scale
economic partnerships, even though
married by the singular idea of ACIFF
Chairman with collaborators.

As we advance through the second
half of the decade, the line between
culture and commerce has perma-
nently been blurred. However, we
may pretend like it is not happening
but it is, actually. Content is a glob-
al currency, like I mentioned earlier
in one of my write ups here on this
page and the nations that learn how
to harvest their creative capital will
dominate the financial landscape of
tomorrow. No hard feelings!

Film festivals can no longer be
dismissed as mere entertainment or
elitist vanity projects. As pioneered
by the cross-border architecture of
ACIFE these festivals are sophisti-
cated fiscal instruments, not just for
nation building but for continents. By
merging tourism, international B2B
commerce, and intensive human cap-
ital development, film festivals now
represent one of the smartest, high-
yield investments any country can be
involved in to make toward achieving
a diversified, future-proof economy.
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A HUGE FIRE IN BANGKOK:

Footage from outside the venue shows the fire blasting out of the front door as people run through the flames to escape

At least 27 killed, 22 critically injured
after fire engulfs Bangkok bar

huge fire tore through a
bar in Bangkok late on
Sunday, killing at least

27 people and leaving 22 criti-
cally injured.

The blaze started near the
stage of the bar in the popular
Chatuchak district, then spread
rapidly, cutting power and en-
gulfing the room with smoke,
eyewitnesses say.

Footage posted online show
panicked customers screaming
as they fled - some with their
clothes on fire — through the
flame-enveloped front door of
Rong Beer Na Lat Phrao.

Firefighters, who arrived at
the scene just after midnight,
quickly extinguished the fire.
They found the bodies of most
of the victims in a bathroom,
where they had apparently
sought shelter.

Footage from outside the
venue shows the fire blasting
out of the front door as people
run through the flames to es-
cape.

Preliminary investigations
by Bangkok's disaster mitiga-
tion department suggest the
fire could have been caused by
an electrical short circuit in an
air conditioner, though no offi-
cial cause has been given.

Authorities have promised a
thorough investigation.

This is not the first time such
an incident has occured in
Thailand.

Despite official promises to
improve fire and electrical safe-
ty standards following previous
incidents, they are still often
poorly enforced.

Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, who visited the
scene early on Monday, said a
musician who was performing
when the fire broke out told
him "there was blasting and
everybody tried to flee from
the smoke and flames".

Many people did not make
it out of the bar because they
"went to the back of the build-
ing and tried to hide them-

selves... in the toilet", the musi-
cian said, according to Anutin.

Firefighters, who were alert-
ed to the blaze by a passing
driver, were reportedly able to
bring the flames under control
in about half an hour.

However, despite their ef-
forts, nine men and 18 women
were killed. More than 60 are
now being treated in hospital,
including 22 who are in critical
condition, authorities said.

People were seen scram-
bling outside as a massive blaze
ripped through the bar

Initial findings suggest the
majority of the victims had
died from smoke inhalation,
said Suriyachai Raviwan, the
director of Bangkok's disaster
mitigation department.

Bangkok governor Chatchart
Sittipunt say the flammable in-
terior decorations on the bar's
ceiling may have facilitated the
blaze's rapid spread.

There are also reports of
people found unconscious near

the building's emergency exit,
suggesting that there may have
been some obstruction, the
governor added.

Authorities say these sug-
gestions can only be confirmed
through further investigation
by forensic officers.

One motorcyclist, Surin Jai-
harn, told AFP that he helped
about five people flee the burn-
ing bar using clothing to extin-
guish flames on their bodies.

"I feel depressed. I saw many
deaths and I do not know the
fate of the people I helped," he
told AFP.

The driver who alerted the
fire department told Thai news
outlet the Daily News that he
broke windows to help two
people escape.

As of Monday morning,
the bar has been cordoned off,
with shattered windows and
furniture piled up outside its
entrance. Confronting pictures
have emerged of many body
bags lined up outside the bar.

Former Emir of Qatar
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani dies aged 74

heikh Hamad bin Khalifa
SAI Thani, the former lead-

er of Qatar, has died aged
74, the country's government
announced on Sunday.

"The Bureau of the Emir
mourns the great loss to the na-
tion of the late, may God have
mercy on him," a statement read.

Sheikh Hamad was one of
the key masterminds behind
modern Qatar and had taken
power from his father in June
1995 in a bloodless coup.

He is credited with trans-
forming its economy into the
wealthy global powerhouse it
is today, thanks to its huge gas
reserves. But his reign also had
controversies - including Qa-
tar's World Cup bid in 2010.

Qatari emir handed power
to son Tamim

Funeral prayers were held on
Sunday evening before several
days of public mourning across
the country to mark his death.

Flags will be flown at half
mast, while government offices
and public institutions will be
shut as a mark of respect.

King Charles and Queen
Camilla paid tribute, saying
Sheikh Hamad had "dedicated
many years of distinguished
service to Qatar".

"His leadership, vision and
commitment to the welfare of
the Qatari people were widely
admired, both within Qatar and
around the world," they added.

India declared a day of na-

tional mourning and said that
all entertainment events would
cancelled during the period.

Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi said: "A visionary
leader who led Qatar to great
levels of development and
prosperity.

"We remember him also as a
true friend whom I had the hon-
our of meeting during my last
visit to Qatar in February 2024."

When Sheikh Hamad took
power 31 years ago Qatar was
struggling for money with its
oil reserves dwindling.

His coup - carried out while his
father Sheikh Khalifa was abroad
- changed the country forever.

It became a leading produc-
er and exporter of liquefied
natural gas, thanks to interna-
tional partnerships and invest-
ments that had been brokered.

In 1996 Al Jazeera was
launched there before becom-
ing a big name in international
broadcasting.

And Sheikh Hamad found-
ed the Qatar Investment Au-
thority which put money into
businesses abroad, including
Harrods and football team Par-
is Saint-Germain.

It would be football where he
secured one of Qatar's biggest
- and controversial - triumphs.

The country was award-
ed the right to host the 2022
World Cup in 2010, despite
allegations of corruption it was
later cleared of.

British couple return to village at heart of deadly
Spanish wildfire

s we climbed the wind-
ing road to Bédar, we
emerged into a charred

and desolate landscape.

Molten car parts littered our
path and out of the window
we saw the whole hillside now
coated in a dusty black.

At least 13 people, includ-
ing five believed by Spanish
authorities to be Britons, were
killed by Thursday's wildfire in
Spain's Almeria province, one
of the country's deadliest ever.

The toll rose on Sunday after
a 93-year-old woman, believed
to be British, died of her inju-
ries in hospital. The identities
of those killed have not yet
been officially confirmed.

The fire, which has now been
contained, burned through

about 7,000 hectares (17,300
acres) of land, authorities said.

The breadth of the damage
on display was a vivid sign of
the ferocity of the flames, which
had been powered by winds of
up to 50 km/h (31mph).

“This landscape is complete-
ly charred’: Inside the town at
the centre of Spanish wildfires

But as we drove further into
the village it dawned on us just
how many of the bright white
Andalusian homes had seem-
ingly been spared.

“This is our house and it sur-
vived," Emma Mitchell told us
with a huge sigh of relief.

She pointed across the valley
to a property ringed by dark-
ened trees and vegetation. But
her eyes filled as she described

driving past friends' houses
that had not been so lucky.

The couple were among
about 600 of the nearly 1,500
people evacuated from the fire
zone in Almeria province who
were told they could return on
Sunday.

Emma and her husband Si-
mon moved three years ago to
Bédar, where they looked after
15 chickens and spent time
with their three dogs.

"When I'look over there and
I see how close we were to dis-
aster like some of those people,
that is terrifying,” she said.

The Mitchells said they had
never been given clear instruc-
tions on how they should flee
in the case of a fire.

"Next time it would be good
to get an alert on our phones.
We get an alert for earthquakes

that are 50 miles away but we
don't get an alert for a fire
that is a quarter of a kilometre
away."

We followed them back to
their house where they found
all of the chickens still alive.

The power and water were
still working, too - despite the
inferno that took hold around
the house.

The couple said the local po-
lice and firefighters had been
outstanding.

But Emma was particularly
angry with those local officials
who said some people who
were killed - including Britons
- had not followed instruc-
tions.

Addressing the authorities,
she said: "You need to get your
act sorted and please don't try
and victim-blame afterwards.

Planes sent to tackle wildfires
of 'exceptional scale' near Paris

r I Awo firefighting planes
have been rushed to the
Paris region to tackle
a large wildfire south of the
French capital.

The Fontainebleau forest
blaze, described by officials as
"virulent" and of "exception-
al scale", partially closed the
country's main north-south
highway, disrupting traffic
during the first major weekend
getaway of the summer.

Early on Monday, officials
said the fire had raced across
800 hectares and was still
spreading in the forest, about
40 miles (60km) south-east of
the city of Paris.

The Paris region is suffering
through its third heatwave this
year during a summer in which
temperature records have broken
in several countries across Europe.

It was the first time firefighting
planes had been sent up from the
normally drier and hotter south
of the country to tackle fires in
the Paris region, Eric Brocardi,
of France's national federation of
firefighters, said.

Two firefighting helicopters
and an observation aircraft had
also been deployed, he added,
according to Agence-France-
Presse.

"The aim is to save lives and
property," he was quoted as
saying.

A map showing France, Par-
is and the Fontainebleau forest
just south of it

Earlier, a fire had also
blocked a highway running
east from Paris and disrupted
a high-speed train line to the
south of France.

Travellers were facing delays
of up to six hours for trains ar-
riving at or leaving from Paris's
Gare de Lyon, French rail com-
pany SNCF said on Sunday
evening.

The latest French heatwave
has forced the temporary shut-
down of three nuclear power
stations to avoid the discharge
of warm cooling water into
overheated waterways.

Organisers of the Tour de
France cycling race also short-
ened Sunday's stage by 30km
(19 miles) as temperatures
neared 40C.

The record-breaking tem-
peratures across Europe this
summer have led to major
wildfires, most notably in Spain
where at least 13 people were
killed by Thursday's wildfire in
Almeria, one of the country's
deadliest ever.

And in the UK, a large wild-
fire in north Wales was declared
a major incident by emergency
services on Sunday, as firefight-
ers tackled fires across England
and Wales.
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MOHAMED HAMDAN DAGLO

RSF chief Mohamed
Hamdan Daglo sentenced
to death in absentia

court in Sudan's ar-
my-controlled city of
Port Sudan on Sunday

sentenced paramilitary lead-
er Mohamed Hamdan Daglo
and 15 others to death in ab-
sentia over charges of killing
a regional governor and war
crimes in Darfur, state media
reported.

The ruling, issued by a ju-
diciary functioning under the
army, is the first against the
leadership of the Rapid Sup-
port Forces (RSF) since war
broke out between the para-
military group and the Suda-
nese army in April 2023.

The court convicted Daglo
and the other defendants of
war crimes, crimes against hu-
manity, genocide and attacks
on civilians and public facili-
ties, state news agency SUNA
reported. Those sentenced
include Daglo's brother and
deputy, Abdelrahim Hamdan
Daglo, as well as several RSF
officers and tribal leaders from
Arab communities in West
Darfur.

The case centres on the
killing of West Darfur gover-
nor Khamis Abbakar in June
2023, shortly after RSF forces
seized El-Geneina, the state

capital. Abbakar was killed
hours after accusing the RSF
and allied militias of carrying
out attacks against civilians.
UN experts determined that
between 10,000 and 15,000
people, mostly from the Mas-
salit ethnic group, were killed
in El-Geneina during the vio-
lence.

The RSF has repeatedly de-
nied allegations of genocide
and other war crimes. The
court said it would refer the
case to the Supreme Court for
review and seek the arrest and
extradition of those convicted
through Interpol and other in-
ternational channels.

Sudanese army leader Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan and Daglo had
jointly led the 2021 coup that
derailed Sudan's transition to
civilian rule, before falling out
over plans to integrate the RSF
into the regular army, a dispute
that eventually led to war.

Now in its fourth year, the
conflict between the army
and the RSF has killed tens of
thousands of people, displaced
more than 11 million and trig-
gered what the United Nations
describes as the world's largest
displacement and hunger cri-
ses.

Heavy rains and flash floods in
Bangladesh leave 51 dead

t least 51 people have
died and more than
a million affected by

heavy rainfall in Bangladesh in
recent days.

Thousands have lost their
homes as flash floods and
landslides hit large parts of the
country, including the capital
Dhaka.

More than half the deaths
so far have occurred in Cox's
Bazar, home to a large Rohing-
ya refugee population. Last
week several students and a
teacher were killed in that dis-
trict when floodwaters swept

through their school.

Bangladesh is a low-lying
country that has many rivers,
and often sees heavy rain and
floods during its annual mon-
soon season. But experts warn
that climate change has made
rainfall more intense and more
frequent.

The heavy rain began more
than a week ago and as it in-
tensified in recent days, au-
thorities issued warnings about
floods and landslides, evacuat-
ed families in high risk areas,
and postponed student exams.

Thousands of people are now

living in government shelters.

As of Sunday, more than 1
million people have been af-
fected by the rain, according to
authorities.

Twenty-eight out of the 51
deaths reported so far have
been in Cox's Bazar. The dis-
trict is home to more than a
million Rohingya who make
up the world's largest refugee
settlement.

In Dhaka, traffic has slowed
in the capital as residents re-
port of flooded streets, with the
water rising up to knee level in
some areas, according to BBC

Bangla.

Some local media outlets on
Monday questioned previous
government efforts to fix the
drainage systems in Dhaka.

Sarder Udoy Raihan of the
Flood Forecasting and Warn-
ing Centre told the AFP news
agency that the situation in the
southeast of the country was
likely to improve soon.

But with the monsoon con-
tinuing to affect the north-
eastern and northern parts of
Bangladesh, "there is a possi-
bility of further inundation”,
he warned.

VENEZUELA COLLAPSED BUILDING:
Families continue digging through the rubble for relatives in Venezuela.

Ramaphosa honors South
Africa's WWI fallen in France

outh African President
SCyril Ramaphosa has

honored the country's
World War One soldiers at the
South African National Me-
morial in Longueval, France,
marking 110 years since the
Battle of Delville Wood.

He said the sacrifice of those
who fought must never be for-
gotten.

"The men of Delville Wood
endured what few human be-
ings should ever be asked to
endure. Their sacrifice deserves
the eternal gratitude of our
country and indeed of France
as well."

Ramaphosa also called for
greater recognition of Black
South Africans whose con-
tributions to the war were ig-
nored for decades, saying the

country's history should reflect
the sacrifice of all who served.

The ceremony included
members of the South Afri-
can National Defence Force,
who said the legacy of Delville
Wood continues to inspire to-
day's soldiers.

"It is wonderful. One thing
that is very special is that their
commitment and their sacri-
fice, as it is indicated, is our
ideal and is our inspiration.
Their commitment, courage
and dedication remains what
inspires us."

The Delville Wood memo-
rial has evolved into a place
of remembrance for all South
Africans who served in the
First World War, reflecting the
country's efforts to tell a more
inclusive history.

Venezuela: families continue digging

through the rubble for relatives

enezuelans  continue
working day in and day
out in the rubble to re-

cover their relatives' bodies al-
most 20 days after twin earth-
quakes devastated the country.

Although more and more
machinery has been visible
across the coastal state to help
with recovery efforts, there is

still insufficient government as-
sistance for families in their des-
perate search for bodies. Sleep-
ing outside collapsed buildings,
families refuse to quit.

Silvana Aguilera is sleep-
ing under an improvised tent
outside a collapsed residential
building where her only son
and only grandson are buried.

She lived with her husband in
the next building. But her build-
ing, while severely damaged
and on the brink of collapsing,
stayed put, while her son's build-
ing fell to the ground. It has been
raining hard, making recovery
effort more enduring.

But Aguilera is going no-
where until she finds her be-

loved son. "I can't get my fami-
ly out," Aguilera says.

The government of Vene-
zuela's acting President Delcy
Rodriguez has estimated that
the earthquakes left more than
17,000 people without a home.
The displaced are now living in
schools, sidewalks, parks, pla-
zas and other public spaces.

Parents in southwestern Nigeria relieved

after kidnapped children

Parents of students abducted in Oyo State.

return

arents of students ab-
Pducted from a school in
Nigeria's southwestern
Opyo State have expressed relief
and gratitude after their chil-
dren were rescued following
nearly two months in captivity.
Families celebrated the news
as authorities began reuniting the
children with their loved ones.
The pupils and their teachers
remain at a military hospital in
Ibadan, the state capital, where
they are undergoing medical as-
sessments and receiving care.
"When I heard that they have
been rescued, I was only a bit

happy because I was trying to
confirm if it's the truth or not,"
said Jeremiah Jandeh, father to
one of the abducted children.

He said he now had "peace
of mind" after the news of their
rescue was confirmed.

The abductions in a southern
state had represented an escalation
of the country’s security crisis be-
cause most such abductions previ-
ously had taken place in the north.

Abductions at schools are
common in Nigeria, where
militant groups target them to
put pressure on the govern-
ment and extract ransoms.
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BAGUDU MOHAMMED

y sister-in-law told my wife
a story that is passionate
and heartbreaking. The

weight of it sat between them on the
phone, too heavy to be held alone.

She was talking with her sister, who
had just given birth, when the con-
versation drifted to the young doctor
who had delivered the baby. He was
someone they had grown close to be-
cause of the frequent visits to the pri-
vate clinic back home. And it was in
that ordinary chat that the slogan we
all throw around, “may Nigeria not
happen to you,” suddenly found flesh
and blood.

The doctor had closed late, past
10pm. He was walking home, tired
but relieved the night wasn’t long,
holding onto his ID like a shield. A
curfew had been imposed in the town
recently because of hoodlums. The
streets were empty. Bad boys stopped
him. They took everything. His mon-
ey, his phone, and then, cruelly, his
ID card. They stripped off his shirt
and trousers too, leaving him in just
a boxer and a singlet. Yes, even the
clothes.

That should have been the end of
the nightmare. It was only the begin-
ning. As he walked on, half-naked
and shaking, he ran into police of-
ficers enforcing the curfew. They saw
a man with no clothes, no ID, wan-
dering in the dark, and their minds
made up the story for them. “Drug
addict. Bandit” He shouted, “No, I
was robbed! I'm a medical doctor!”

But the more he explained, the an-
grier they got. “How can a doctor
look like this? Where is your ID?
They robbed your clothes too?” The
beating started. He screamed, hoping
someone would hear.

And then, as if the universe wanted
to add a twist only fiction dares, a sol-
diers” patrol van slowed down, didn’t
stop, and seemed to urge the police
on: “kill him, he’s a criminal” His leg
was broken. The healer became the
patient.

At that exact moment, back in the
clinic, his phone was ringing nonstop.
A new patient had come in, a woman
in labour. They needed him urgently.
The phone rang and rang in the hands
of his robbers while the man who
owned it lay bleeding on the street.

My wife finished the story and
looked at me. We both went quiet.
There was nothing to add, only the
heaviness of it.

I broke the silence. “The police
used logic,” T said. “But it was the
kind of logic that refuses to doubt it-
self. A man without clothes at 10pm?
Without an ID? During curfew? To
them, that evidence was enough.
Why would robbers take clothes and
an ID? Therefore he must be lying.
Therefore he must be the criminal”

This is what psychologists call the
“fundamental attribution error, a
term coined by Lee Ross. We overes-
timate personality and underestimate
situation. We see an outcome and in-
vent a character to match it. We also
fall into “confirmation bias”; once we
decide someone looks like a suspect,

|
|
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|
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every new detail only proves us right.
The brain hates uncertainty, so it clos-
es the case early.

The problem is, human life doesn’t
always fit the logic we use to judge
it. Not everything makes sense from
a distance. Not everything can be
explained so others will believe you.
Sometimes you are robbed of your
story before you can even tell it.

Philosopher Karl Popper warned
that no amount of reasoning can re-
place observation. In law, we call it
“audi alteram partem”. Meaning, hear
the other side. But in the street, in
moments of fear, we trade due pro-
cess for speed. We trade humility for
certainty. And that certainty can turn
us hard.

That is how coincidence becomes
verdict. How appearance becomes
evidence. How luck decides who is
called a saint and who is called a vil-
lain. The same logic that saves one
man can condemn another, depend-
ing on timing, lighting, and who is
watching. Even courts, with all their
procedures, get it wrong sometimes.
The same facts, the same evidence,
can be interpreted differently by dif-
ferent judges because they are human,
and humans are not cameras. We in-
terpret.

I thought of Mokwa last year. In late
May, heavy rain came down and the
town was swallowed in hours. Near-
ly a thousand people died. Hundreds
are still missing. Houses, roads, gone
like a scene cut from a film. Till today,
people try to explain it with drainage,
with deforestation, with a dam. Those

Management
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are real factors. But they don't fully
contain the mystery of water arriving
all at once, with that kind of force.
When we insist that everything must
add up, we invent neat narratives just
to sleep at night. Sometimes the hon-
est answer is: we weren’t there, and we
don’t know the whole truth.

It happens in small ways too. A
friend once dragged me to the bath-
room at 2am in our old apartment. “I
saw something,” he whispered. “Like
a man. I'm sure” I couldn’t explain it.
I told him some things don’t add up,
and you have to let them be. Another
friend got arrested years ago. Over-
night, stories started multiplying. “We
always knew he was like that” The old
me remembered him as a good boy.
What changed? I don’t know. But I've
learned that logic without curiosity
becomes a weapon.

If those police officers had paused,
if they had let doubt sit in the room
for just a minute, that doctor would
have gotten help instead of a beating.
The charge to “take out any bandit at
sight” is convenient. It feels like jus-
tice. But convenience is not truth.

The truth is, we cannot know
everything. We should be modest
enough to say that. We should be cu-
rious before we are judgmental. Logic
is a tool, not a god. Without evidence,
without listening, without the humili-
ty to admit we might be wrong, it will
keep breaking the very people it was
meant to protect.

So yes, may Nigeria not happen to
you. And may we, when it does, have
the restraint not to finish the story be-

fore the person gets to speak.

Bagudu can be reached via bagudu-
mohammed15197@gmail.com or
07034943575.
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How luck
decides who is
called a saint
and who is called
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same logic that
saves one man
can condemn
another,
depending on
timing, lighting,
and who is
watching. Even
courts, with all
their procedures,
get it wrong
sometimes
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Nigeria must adequately invest in Agriculture

L]

PRESIDENT BOLA AHMED TINUBU
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griculture is the backbone
Aof food security, particular-

ly in a country like Nigeria,
where millions of people depend on
farming for their livelihoods. Beyond
feeding the population, agriculture
creates employment, sustains rural
communities, provides raw materials
for industries and contributes signifi-
cantly to economic growth. A nation
that neglects agriculture risks food
shortages, rising poverty, unemploy-
ment and economic instability. Yet,
despite Nigeria's vast available land
and favourable climate, agriculture
remains one of the country's least
funded sectors.

Between 2024 and 2025, Nigeria
allocated barely one per cent of its
national budget to agriculture. In the
2025 fiscal year, approximately K362
billion less than one per cent of the
federal budget was earmarked for
the sector. Although the allocation
increased to about K1.475 trillion in
the 2026 budget, it still falls far short
of the 10 per cent benchmark agreed
upon by African leaders under the
Maputo Declaration.

Even more concerning is how
these funds are utilised. A significant
portion is channelled towards re-
search institutions, educational pro-
grammes, infrastructure and constit-
uency projects, while relatively little
reaches the smallholder farmers who

produce the bulk of Nigeria's food. At
the state level, budgetary information
is often unavailable or lacks transpar-
ency, making it difficult to determine
whether allocated funds actually
benefit farmers.

The consequences of chronic un-
derfunding are evident across the
country. Food inflation continues
to push prices beyond the reach of
many households, while rising pro-
duction costs reduce farmers' profits
and discourage investment. Many
young Nigerians are abandoning ag-
riculture in search of alternative live-
lihoods, leaving an ageing farming
population behind. At the same time,
food production has become une-
ven across regions, leading to supply
shortages in some areas and surplus-
es in others.

Non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) have attempted to bridge
some of these gaps by supporting
smallholder farmers through train-
ing, access to improved seedlings,
financing and extension services.
While these interventions are com-
mendable, they cannot replace sus-
tained government investment or a
comprehensive national agricultural
strategy.

One practical solution is for gov-
ernments at both the federal and
state levels to establish strategic part-
nerships with NGOs and the private
sector while creating State Agricul-
tural Empowerment Zones (SAEZs).

These would be government-desig-
nated agricultural hubs, with two to
five zones in each state depending
on its size and agricultural potential.
Each zone would specialise in crops
and livestock best suited to its eco-
logical environment.

Within these zones, farmers would
receive access to modern farm equip-
ment, irrigation facilities, quality
seedlings, veterinary services, exten-
sion officers, storage facilities and
regular training programmes. Young
people, regardless of their previous
farming experience, could be trained

and employed as farm managers,
technicians, machine operators, ex-
tension workers and supervisors.
Government incentives and guar-
anteed minimum prices for selected
commodities would further encour-
age production and improve farmers'
incomes.

The benefits of this model would
extend far beyond increased food
production. Greater agricultural out-
put would improve food availability,
moderate food prices and strength-
en national food security. Increased
farming activities would stimulate

)

Government incentives and
guaranteed minimum prices for
selected commodities would further
encourage production and improve
farmers' incomes

rural economies by creating employ-
ment, supporting local businesses
and improving living standards in
underserved communities.

Furthermore, expanding agricul-
tural production would increase gov-
ernment revenue through taxation,
value-added processing, exports and
commercial agricultural activities.
Nigeria would also reduce its depend-
ence on imported food, conserve val-
uable foreign exchange and become
less vulnerable to global food price
shocks and supply chain disruptions.

Nigeria's agricultural challenges
are not caused by a lack of fertile land
or unwilling farmers. Rather, they
stem from inadequate investment,
inconsistent policies, poor coordi-
nation and insufficient support for
those working the land. A well-fund-
ed partnership between government,
development partners and the private
sector, anchored on the proposed
State Agricultural Empowerment
Zones (SAEZs), has the potential to
transform the sector.

Agriculture has always been the
foundation of national prosperity. In-
vesting meaningfully in it would not
only guarantee food security but also
create jobs, reduce poverty, diversify
the economy and strengthen Nige-
ria's long-term development. If agri-
culture truly feeds the nation, then it
deserves to become one of Nigeria's
highest funding priorities. The time
to invest in agriculture is now.
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Urgent need to regulate underage

social media use
et

OBOH SYLVESTER

r I Vhe debate over restricting un-
derage access to social media
is no longer a theoretical one.

It has become an urgent public policy
issue that governments, parents, ed-
ucators, technology companies, and
civil society can no longer afford to
ignore. As social media continues to
shape the lives of millions of young
people, its devastating consequenc-
es on children and adolescents are
becoming increasingly evident. The
time has come for decisive action to
protect the next generation.

Social media has undoubtedly rev-
olutionized communication, educa-
tion, and commerce. It has democra-
tized access to information and given
millions a platform to express them-
selves. However, these benefits should
not blind society to the grave dangers
posed by unrestricted access for chil-
dren who lack the emotional maturity
and critical judgment required to nav-
igate the digital world safely.

Across Nigeria, children below the
recommended minimum age for most
social media platforms routinely op-
erate accounts, often with little or no
parental supervision. Many parents,
either through ignorance or necessity,
provide smartphones and internet ac-
cess without adequate safeguards, in-
advertently exposing their children to
a digital ecosystem that is increasingly
hostile to youthful innocence.

The consequences are alarming. Cas-
es of cyberbullying, online sexual ex-
ploitation, identity theft, internet fraud,
exposure to pornography, violent con-
tent, gambling, drug promotion, and
dangerous online challenges are stead-
ily increasing. Equally disturbing is the
growing evidence linking excessive
social media use to anxiety, depression,
low self-esteem, poor academic perfor-
mance, sleep deprivation, and social
isolation among adolescents.

Perhaps the greatest danger lies
in the invisible algorithms that drive
these platforms. Designed primarily
to maximise user engagement and ad-
vertising revenue, they continuously
feed young users with content based
on previous interactions, regardless
of whether such material is healthy
or harmful. Children, whose cogni-
tive and emotional capacities are still
developing, become easy targets for
manipulation, misinformation, and
unhealthy behavioural patterns.

Nigeria is not immune to these re-
alities. Reports of young people being
lured into criminal activities, black-
mailed through intimate images, re-
cruited into cybercrime, or manipu-
lated by online predators are becoming
disturbingly frequent. Social media has
become a fertile ground for criminal
networks seeking vulnerable victims.
This is a national security concern as
much as it is a child protection issue.

It is against this backdrop that calls
for a ban—or, more appropriately,
stringent age-based restrictions—on
underage social media use deserve
serious consideration. Such measures
are not intended to isolate children
from technology or deny them access
to information. Rather, they seek to
ensure that digital participation oc-
curs within an environment that pri-

Minister of Communications, Innovation, and Digital Economy, Dr. Bosun Tijani

oritises children's safety, emotional
well-being, and healthy development.

Several countries have already be-
gun implementing stricter age verifi-
cation requirements, mandatory pa-
rental consent mechanisms, and legal
obligations on technology companies
to protect minors. These initiatives
demonstrate that protecting children

online is both achievable and neces-
sary. Nigeria should not lag behind in
adopting robust legislative and reg-
ulatory frameworks that hold social
media companies accountable for en-
forcing their own age restrictions.
Legislation alone, however, will not
solve the problem. Parents remain
the first line of defence. They must

become more digitally literate, mon-
itor their children's online activities
responsibly, establish clear rules on
screen time, and foster open conver-
sations about internet safety. Schools
should equally integrate digital citi-
zenship, cyber ethics, and online safe-
ty into their educational programmes,
preparing students to become respon-

sible digital citizens.

Technology companies also have
a moral and legal obligation to place
children's welfare above commercial
interests. Age verification systems must
become more robust. Privacy settings
for minors should be stronger by default.
Harmful content should be removed
swiftly, while algorithms that amplify
addictive or dangerous material must be
subjected to greater regulatory scrutiny.

Critics argue that a ban may be dif-
ficult to enforce and that determined
children will simply find ways around
restrictions. While enforcement pre-
sents undeniable challenges, imperfec-
tion is not an excuse for inaction. Soci-
ety does not abandon laws against child
labour, underage driving, or the sale of
alcohol to minors simply because some
individuals violate them. Laws estab-
lish standards, deter misconduct, and
provide mechanisms for accountability.
The same principle applies to protecting
children in the digital environment.

The Nigerian government, through
the National Assembly and relevant
regulatory agencies, should therefore
initiate comprehensive legislation that
establishes enforceable minimum age
requirements for social media use,
compels technology companies to
verify users' ages effectively, imposes
meaningful penalties for non-com-
pliance, and strengthens online child
protection mechanisms. Such legisla-
tion should be complemented by sus-
tained public awareness campaigns
and investments in digital literacy for
parents, teachers, and children alike.

The future of any nation rests
upon the well-being of its children.
In an age where digital technologies
increasingly influence values, behav-
iour, and mental health, safeguarding
young minds is not censorship; it is
responsible governance. Society has a
collective duty to ensure that techno-
logical advancement does not come at
the expense of childhood.

A carefully crafted ban on underage
social media use, backed by effective
regulation, parental responsibility,
and corporate accountability, is there-
fore not only desirable but imperative.
Nigeria must act now before another
generation of children pays the price
for our collective hesitation.

)

Inan age
where digital
technologies

increasingly
influence values,
behaviour, and
mental health,
safeguarding
young minds is
not censorship;
it is responsible
governance.
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One Health: Why human health depends
on Animals and the Environment

SALIHU MARYAM SAIDU/WHO

he World Health Organization
T(WHO) has renewed global at-

tention to the One Health ap-
proach, emphasizing that the health
of humans, animals and the environ-
ment is inseparable. Health experts
warn that many infectious diseases
affecting people originate in animals,
making collaboration across human,
veterinary and environmental sectors
essential to preventing future disease
outbreaks.

According to WHO, about 60 per
cent of known infectious diseas-
es in humans are transmitted from
animals, while nearly 75 per cent of
new and emerging infectious diseas-
es—including Ebola, Avian influen-
za and Mpox—have links to wildlife
or domestic animals. This growing
threat has prompted governments
and international health agencies to
strengthen disease surveillance and
improve their capacity to detect, pre-
vent and respond to outbreaks before
they spread widely.

The One Health approach recog-
nizes that disease emergence is often
influenced by environmental degrada-
tion, food production systems, animal
health and human activities. By moni-
toring these interconnected factors to-
gether rather than in isolation, experts
say countries can identify health risks
earlier and reduce the likelihood of ep-
idemics and pandemics.

Health authorities also recom-
mend practical preventive measures

to reduce the transmission of diseases
from animals to humans. These in-
clude washing hands after handling
animals, cooking meat, eggs and sea-
food thoroughly, drinking safe water,
maintaining proper food hygiene,
vaccinating pets, and protecting
against mosquito and tick bites.

WHO's renewed commitment to
One Health was reaffirmed through a
joint declaration by regional and in-
ternational health organizations, call-
ing for stronger collaboration among
governments, veterinary services,
environmental agencies and public
health institutions. The declaration
stresses that sustained investment in
animal health systems, food safety,
environmental protection and disease
surveillance is critical to preventing
future outbreaks.

Experts further note that rapid
population growth, urbanization,
climate change and increased inter-
action between humans and wildlife
have heightened the global risk of
emerging infectious diseases. Conse-
quently, protecting forests, improving
sanitation, strengthening surveillance
systems and promoting responsible
animal management have become
key public health priorities.

Ultimately, WHO maintains that
protecting animal health and preserv-
ing the environment are fundamental
to protecting human health. A health-
ier ecosystem, the organization says,
is the foundation for healthier people,
stronger health systems and more re-
silient communities.

Human heslth and animal health are interdependent.
Al the same time, both depend on the environment.
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Building a culture of responsibility
in the next generation

EJEMOGO REBECCA ANWURI

esponsibility is the state or fact
R;)f being accountable, answer-
ble, or obligated for a duty,
task, or decision. Hence, it connotes
recognizing and understanding one’s
obligations, reliability in completing
tasks, and accepting the consequenc-
es of actions when it is defaulted.
Every society that has been known
to thrive in all facets of development
often have an element of ‘responsible
citizens; although no one might come
up to term him or herself as ‘respon-
sible’ but there are certain indicators
that cannot be ignored which will
eventually tell that there are respon-
sible citizens in that society. Being
responsible however is not a product
of Inheritance or pretence, but in-
tentionally learnt through guidance,
training and experience. The desire of
a nation to bring forth the next gen-
eration of citizens that will change the
trajectory of that nation in a positive
light will only remain as a wish and
vain words until they step-up to in-
tentionally build a culture of respon-
sibility in the next generation who
will become the leaders of tomorrow.
In achieving building a culture of
responsibility in the next generation,
it should first begin from childhood
because even the Bible says that

“Train up a child in the way he should
g0, so that when he is old he shall not
depart from it” Raising a responsible
generation should be an exercise that
ought to start from the younger gen-
erations because that stage of their
lives is a time that they do not have
an absolute will of their own, their
parents and other persons who have
authority over them can have a say
in their lives and decide what they
should imbibe and what to stay away
from. It is at that stage they are being
molded or modelled to become what
they will turn out to be in the future.
That is why it is important for a child
to become sane and responsible, he
or she has to be raised by a parent
who is intentionally responsible and
disciplined. Hence, it is garbage in,
garbage out.

Raising responsible children is per-
tinent because it prepares children for
adulthood. The adults we see daily did
not mature out of the blue, they were
once babies, toddlers, pre-teens, teens
and adults, hence, it reveals that there
are stages for growth and development
and these stages are important in the
life of every child. It is from childhood
that one begins to know the difference
between good and bad, pick and im-
itate certain habits, portray diverse
characteristics and also learn to make
certain choices. Hence, it is important

that a child is properly trained and
groomed in the right manner, and
by the right set of persons because it
is what is sown into him or her that
will surface when such child attains
adulthood. For instance, there are
people who are known as drunkards,
womanizers, thieves etc; beyond the
reality of what people say about them
an investigation on their childhood
days will corroborate with what they
became because, there will be certain
similarities in that character that they
exhibited in the past but because it was
not properly addressed and corrected,
it transcended into an addiction in the
future creating problems for them-
selves, families and the society at large.

Aside from preparing children for
adulthood, imbibing the culture of
responsibility helps in the promotion
of discipline and self-control. The gen-
eration of citizens or people that will
make a difference in their societies will
be one that has been forged in the fur-
nace of discipline and self-control. It is
during the formative years that these
two aspects will definitely arise to test
the two aspects aforementioned. It is
rather unfortunate that societies are
dominated by people who are greedy
and manner less, such that when cer-
tain persons are in a position of au-
thority they seek opportunities to ex-
ploit funds entrusted to them or abuse

the power given to them. This is a call
to begin to instill discipline and teach
the younger generations to exercise
self-control when necessary.

Another important benefit of
building a culture of responsibility
in the next generation is to encour-
age leadership and good citizenship.
When a society is filled with upright
individuals, issues like bad govern-
ance, irresponsible citizens, poverty
etc will not be heard of because they
have come to the point of know-
ing what is right and also doing that
which is acceptable in the society.

Additionally, it reduces antisocial be-
haviour. Actions that disregard or harm
others, violate social norms in society
such as bullying, vandalism, thuggery,
littering, stealing, verbal abuse, disobe-
dience to basic social rules etc will not
take hold in an environment where the
culture of responsibility is held in high
esteem or upheld.

In order to raise a generation of
people that will exhibit responsibility
as a lifestyle there are certain meas-
ures that have to be put in place be-
fore it can be achieved.

First and foremost, parents must
learn to lead by example. Children by
nature are imitators, they often pick
up habits and portray characters they
see in their parents and guardians,
they observe them very closely that

they can replicate their actions. Hence,
when adults are honest, accountable,
reliable, disciplined, loving, forgiving,
cheerful etc, children are most likely
to develop those qualities. Therefore,
responsible children are a product of
responsible parenting.

Teaching  accountability  ear-
ly should also be introduced. This
means that children should be taught
and encouraged to admit their
wrongs and mistakes and learn from
them rather than being pampered to
shy away from it. For instance, one
will notice that in contemporary
times, there is a decline in the rate of
how parents discipline their children
for wrongdoings, instead we find a
lot of parents shielding them from
the result of their actions, some even
go as far as picking up quarrels with
those that correct their children. Par-
ents and teachers should assist them
to understand that the kind of deci-
sion they make can either make or
mar them.

Furthermore, age-appropriate
duties should be assigned. Being re-
sponsible is not just to serve as head
knowledge, it should be practiced,
for example, children should be given
tasks based on their capacities which
makes them understand the value of
contributing positively to the family
or society.
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The hidden reality of student life

Om1JIE RACHEAL ESEOSE

ehind the Walls of Boarding
B Schools, what really goes on?
Many ask that question, but
only a few get answers. Many individ-
uals have different perspectives about
what goes on in boarding schools.
Many people see it as a place for better
discipline and reduced distractions,
a place for increased academic focus,
personal development, and independ-
ence, but what actually is a boarding
school? Boarding schools are designed
to build discipline and independence,
but behind that many students expe-
rience emotional and psychological
challenges that are rarely discussed.
Some of these include:

Bullying :This is a common and
major social problem in boarding
schools. In some boarding schools,
seniority becomes a system of con-
trol rather than leadership. Here old-
er students intimidate younger stu-
dents through physical punishment,
errands, emotional humiliation, or
impossible tasks. If not obeyed by
younger students, it leads to harsh
punishment. These actions are so
normalized that victims create the
ideology that, “My senior did it to me,
I must do it to my junior too, that is
how boarding school is;” and victims
are expected to endure such things
quietly.

A teenager was asked if she was
ever bullied in boarding school, and
she said, “I was punished to look for
the book ‘Journey on Return, but the
book does not exist, and anyone who
tells me the book does not exist will
still take over and look for the book
even if they know the book does not
exist” An experience like this can
darken a teenager’s childhood. The
teenager further went on saying some
senior students even created what
they called “Black Book,” which con-
sisted of a collection of strange and
sometimes impossible punishments.
A student could be asked to pick a
number between one and one hun-
dred, with each number attached to
a punishment. Experiences like this
may appear harmless to outsiders,
but for many children they create fear,
anxiety, humiliation, and emotional
scars that can last for years.

Peer Pressure : Because students
spend most of their time together,
peer influence becomes very power-
ful. Students are influenced by their
peers to act aggressively, conform to
harmful traditions, or participate in
bullying in order for them not to be-
come victims. Through peer pressure,
students are influenced in both good
and bad ways, resulting in how well
their behavior or attitude will be in
the future.

Difficulty Expressing Emotions
: Many students, in order not to be
mocked or appear weak in front of
their peers, tend to hide their emo-
tions. Hiding emotional pain instead
of seeking help can affect future rela-
tionships and communication skills.

Social Isolation : Not every child
adapts easily to an unknown envi-
ronment. Some may struggle to make
friends and therefore become isolated.
Students who are emotionally weak or
different from others can become tar-
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gets of ridicule or exclusion, and these
students cannot easily escape from the
environment.

Low Self-Esteem : Students who are
constantly insulted, treated harshly,
punished unfairly, or treated as weak
may begin to see themselves negative-
ly. Some students become silent be-
cause they are afraid of being mocked.
Bullying can make students question
their existence and identity.

Trauma and Emotional Scars : Cer-
tain boarding school experiences stay
with people for a long time, even after
graduation. The abuse may leave emo-
tional scars that continue into adult-
hood. For example, a student forced
to crawl on their knees, beaten with
objects, or publicly humiliated may
carry those memories for years. Some
other psychological issues include de-
pression, mental breakdown, fear, and
anxiety. Boarding schools have bad
effects as well as good effects. Some
bad effects include harsh conditions
in some schools, poor feeding, over-
crowding, excessive punishment, and
unhealthy environments. It also caus-
es reduced family bonds. Children
who spend long periods away from
home may become emotionally dis-
tant from parents or siblings. Mental
stress, strict routines, and academic
pressure can also affect mental health.

There are many reasons why par-
ents take their children or put their
children in boarding schools, and it
is mostly influenced by what they be-
lieve, with the thought that it will help
the child succeed academically and
morally. Some of which include:

Academic Concentration : Parents
choose boarding schools mostly for
academic focus. At home, children
may become distracted by television,
excessive phone use, social media,
neighborhood activities, household
activities, and noise. A teenager in-
terviewed said her house was just a

few minutes away from school, yet
she stayed in boarding school because
she was always distracted at home by
television. Boarding schools create a
controlled environment where stu-
dents follow strict reading schedules
such as prep hours. Many parents be-
lieve that this structured system will
improve concentration and academic
performance.

Discipline and Character: Boarding
schools are often associated with dis-
cipline. Students are expected to wake
up early, follow schedules, obey rules,
keep their surroundings clean, and re-
spect authority. Parents who struggle
with stubborn children at home send
them to boarding schools so that the
school can help shape their child’s at-
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Children who
spend long periods
away from home
may become
emotionally distant
from parents or
siblings. Mental
stress, strict
routines, and
academic pressure
can also affect
mental health.

titude and behavior. In African soci-
eties, boarding schools are often seen
as places that train children to become
responsible and disciplined adults.

Independence: Some parents in-
tentionally send their children to
boarding schools to shape them into
independent individuals. Unlike some
children who are totally dependent
on their parents, students who attend
boarding schools often learn how to
wash clothes, organize belongings,
manage time, solve personal prob-
lems, and do things without super-
vision from parents. Parents believe
these experiences shape and prepare
children for adulthood earlier.

Protection from Negative External
Influences : Some parents fear that the
home environment is unsafe or the
neighborhood may expose children to
bad friendships, cultism, drug abuse,
crime, or irresponsible lifestyles.
Boarding schools are then seen as safer
places for bringing up a child in a more
controlled environment where move-
ments and interactions are monitored.

Busy Family Schedules : Some par-
ents have demanding jobs or busi-
nesses that limit the time they spend
supervising their children daily.
Boarding schools provide constant
supervision, helping parents feel as-
sured that their children are under
organized care. These and many more
reasons are why parents put their chil-
dren in boarding schools.

Boarding schools also have positive
influences on a child’s personality, so-
cial development, and life skills, which
include:

Development of Independence:
The student gradually learns how to
survive without relying heavily on
parents for every need. They begin to
think for themselves, make decisions,
solve problems, and manage personal
responsibilities. This independence
often helps students adapt more easily

to university life and adulthood later
on.

Better Time Management: Board-
ing schools operate on structured
timetables. Students balance academ-
ic work, classes, extracurricular activ-
ities, meals, and rest. Because of this
system, many students develop time
management skills early in life.

Social Development and Com-
munication Skills: Living with many
students from different backgrounds
exposes children to diverse personal-
ities, cultures, and behaviors. Students
learn cooperation, tolerance, commu-
nication, teamwork, conflict resolu-
tion, and friendship building.

Emotional Strength and Adaptabil-
ity: Boarding school forces many stu-
dents to adapt to difficult situations,
endure discomfort, adjust to unfa-
miliar people, survive challenging
routines, and handle pressure. Some
former students believe these experi-
ences made them emotionally strong-
er and more resilient.

Leadership Development: Boarding
schools usually provide leadership op-
portunities through prefect positions,
hostel prefect roles, club activities, and
debate teams. Here students learn au-
thority, organization, responsibility,
and decision-making. These experi-
ences may help them build leadership
qualities later in life.

Lifelong Friendships and Networks:
Because students live together closely
for long periods, boarding schools of-
ten create strong friendships that last a
long time. Many people maintain life-
long relationships with roommates,
classmates, and juniors even after
graduation. These networks some-
times become useful professionally
and socially later in life.

These are the good effects of board-
ing schools, while some students leave
boarding school stronger, others leave
carrying wounds nobody sees.
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Ighekhue breaks silence over land dispute

ANDY EGBON

or decades, Igbekhue Commu-
Fnity in Orhionmwon Local Gov-

ernment Area of Edo State has
enjoyed a reputation of being a peace-
ful agrarian settlement where farming
is not only the main occupation, but
also the foundation of its social and
economic life.

Situated along the Benin-Abraka
Road, about 25 kilometres from Benin
City, the community has maintained
cordial relationships with its neigh-
bours, bound together by commerce,
kinship and a shared dependence on
the land.

From its earliest history, Igbekhue
has coexisted peacefully with sur-
rounding communities, including
Obozogbe-Niro, Enabulele Camp,
Ugbighele, Ugboko-Numagbae, Iyare
Camp, Tkponmwosa Camp and other
communities along the Aideyan-Oba
axis.

Its traditional boundaries are well
recognised by neighbouring settle-
ments, with Okiyaegbe marking one
end, Igue-Omukhua on the Reserve
Forest flank and Iya N'Uwu serving
as the boundary with Idunmwonwina
Community.

The communities have, over the
years, maintained close social and eco-
nomic ties. Beyond cultivating the fer-
tile land that sustains their livelihoods,
they have traded with one another, cel-
ebrated festivals together, entered into
marriages across community lines and
resolved differences through tradi-
tional institutions, making peaceful
coexistence the hallmark of the area.

This long-standing harmony has
fostered an atmosphere of mutual trust
and cooperation, enabling residents to
focus on agriculture and community
development rather than conflict.

The peaceful disposition of the
people has also contributed to the
area's stability and attracted farmers
and traders from neighbouring settle-
ments.

However, the calm that has defined
Igbekhue for generations appears
to be under strain following a land
ownership dispute with neighbouring
Idunmwonwina Community.

The disagreement came into the
public domain after a report aired by
a television station in Edo State in
which representatives of Idunmwon-
wina alleged that Igbekhue had un-
lawfully sold portions of land belong-
ing to their community.

The report sparked concern among
residents of Igbekhue whose traditional
leadership and elders strongly reject-
ed the allegation, describing it as false,
misleading and a distortion of the his-
torical ownership of the disputed land.
They insist that the claims have the po-
tential to inflame tensions and erode
the peaceful relationship both commu-
nities have enjoyed over the years as Ig-
bekhue has never sold any land.

According to the Odionwere (tra-
ditional head), elders and other
stakeholders, the issue goes beyond
the allegations made in the televi-
sion report. They contend that there
have been sustained attempts by
some persons from Idunmwonwina
to lay claim to portions of Igbekhue's
ancestral land, a development they
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THE ODIONWERE AND MEMBERS OF IGBEKHUE COMMUNITY.

with_ldunmwonwina

fear could threaten the livelihoods of
farmers and disrupt the long-standing
peace in the area.

While reaffirming their commit-
ment to peaceful coexistence and
respect for constituted authority, the
leaders maintain that they have no in-
terest in conflict, but are determined to
defend what they describe as their an-
cestral heritage through lawful means.

It was against this backdrop that
The Nigerian OBSERVER visited Ig-
bekhue Community to hear directly
from the traditional leadership, elders
and residents on the history of the
community, the issues surrounding
the seeming dispute and their appeal
for timely intervention to preserve
peace and ensure justice.

Speaking with newsmen, the Odi-
onwere of Igbekhue Community, Pa
Matthew Omoruyi, maintained that
Igbekhue predates Idunmwonwina
Community.

He expressed concern over what he
described as attempts by IJdunmwon-
wina to undermine the long-standing
peaceful relationship between the
neighbouring communities by lay-
ing claim to land which, according to
him, belongs to Igbekhue.

This was corroborated by the
Okaighele (Youth Leader) of the com-
munity, Mr Roland Idahosa, who al-
leged that Idunmwonwina had started
selling a large expanse of Igbekhue
community land without the knowl-
edge or approval of Igbekhue.

Speaking on the development, the
Legal Adviser to Igbekhue Commu-
nity and an indigene of the communi-
ty, Barr. Osaro Usunobun, said it had
become necessary for the community
to let the public know about what he
described as the false allegations and
propaganda being peddled by the peo-
ple of Idunmwonwina Community.

Barr. Usunobun dismissed allega-
tions that Igbekhue was selling land,
insisting that the community was
instead seeking a peaceful resolution
of the boundary dispute with neigh-
bouring Idunmwonwina Community.

According to him, some time ago,
Idunmwonwina Community sent a
delegation to Igbekhue proposing that
both communities jointly demarcate
their common boundary.

He said the delegation requested
that youths from both communities

)

Akobe has started
selling Igbekhue
community land.
After we learnt
that land on the
Igbekhue side was
being sold, the
community resolved
to straighten
the boundary
Akobe created
up to the end of
the community
to avoid future
misunderstanding
between the two
communities

be excluded from the exercise to en-
sure a smooth and peaceful process.

Barr. Usunobun said Igbekhue re-
quested time to consider the proposal.
He explained that the move became
necessary because youths from Idun-
mwonwina had allegedly begun sell-
ing land around the boundary area,
raising fears of possible encroachment
on Igbekhue ancestral land.

He further disclosed that Idun-
mwonwina elders later returned with
the same proposal, to inspect and
demarcate the boundary area. It was
agreed that farmers familiar with the
area would assist in identifying the au-
thentic boundary line.

However, while the process was still
ongoing, Barr. Usunobun alleged that
one Sylvester Okungbowa, popularly
known as Akobe, unilaterally em-
barked on demarcating the boundary,
allegedly extending it into Igbekhue
ancestral land.

According to him, the land alleged-
ly appropriated belongs to the Ogbo-
mo family, Felix Osemwegie, Reuben
Oyemina and others.

"We don't want to resort to violence
or take the law into our hands," he said.
"Akobe has started selling Igbekhue
community land. After we learnt that
land on the Igbekhue side was be-
ing sold, the community resolved to
straighten the boundary Akobe cre-
ated up to the end of the community
to avoid future misunderstanding be-
tween the two communities."

Barr. Usunobun, however, clarified
that although Akobe allegedly enjoys
the support of some elders in Idun-
mwonwina in appropriating Igbekhue
land, many other respected elders in
the community do not share his po-
sition.

He said Igbekhue held a general
meeting on July 3, during which it

also received another delegation from
Idunmwonwina. At the meeting, both
communities reportedly agreed to
jointly undertake the boundary de-
marcation exercise on Wednesday,
July 15, 2026.

According to him, while both com-
munities were awaiting the agreed
date, media reports Fed the public
with lies and propaganda on the land
matter

"Ordinarily, we would not have dig-
nified Akobe with a response, but it is
important to set the record straight so
the public knows the true facts," Barr.
Usunobun said.

He alleged that Akobe's predic-
ament stemmed from the fact that
those he sold land to were now chal-
lenging him over the ownership of the
property.

"We appeal to the constituted au-
thorities and His Royal Majesty, Oba
Ewuare 11, to call Akobe to order," he
added.

The Secretary of Igbekhue Commu-
nity, Mr Monday Izogie, corroborated
Barr. Usunobun's position, alleging
that Idunmwonwina was attempting
to lay claim to land belonging to Ig-
bekhue.

"They want to prove that they own
everywhere. They want to sell our
land, but we refused. Idunmwonwina
wants to create chaos," he said.

Also speaking, Mr Clifford Igbi-
novia gave a detailed account of the
traditional boundary between the
two communities, while the Wom-
an Leader, Madam Igbinijesu Eno-
bakhare, daughter of the immediate
past Odionwere, maintained that a
natural boundary has always existed
between Igbekhue and Idunmwon-
wina, expressing surprise over what
she described as the recent actions of
Idunmwonwina Community.
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A New Gold Standard: How the NSC’s Strategic
Governance is Breaking New Boundaries

OrucHI ToBE-CHUKWU

new era of adminis-
trative excellence is
sweeping across the

Nigerian sports ecosystem.
Over the past few months, the

National Sports Commission
(NSC), operating under the
visionary leadership of Chair-
man Mallam Shehu Dikko and
Director-General Hon. Buko-
la Olopade, has consistently
proven that intentional plan-

MALLAM SHEHU DIKKO AND OLOPADE

ning and strategic partnerships
are the bedrock of sporting
success. From executing what
is arguably the most seam-
less Commonwealth Games
preparation in recent history to
securing legacy-defining part-
nerships, the NSC is not just
meeting  expectations—they
are actively raising the bar.

The hallmark of the NSC’s
recent administrative triumph
lies in their athlete-centric ap-
proach to the upcoming 2026
Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow, Scotland. Eradicat-
ing the last-minute logistical
nightmares of the past, the
Commission proactively set
up a world-class training camp
for over 72 Nigerian athletes in
Aberdeen, Scotland. The early

provision of top-tier training
facilities, elite medical support,
and improved welfare packag-
es has drawn massive praise
from the athletes themselves.
Paralympic Champion and
Team Nigeria Captain, Fola-
shade Oluwafemiayo, recently
commended the NSC, noting
that the unprecedented level
of support has significantly
boosted the squad’s morale and
confidence as they prepare to
conquer Glasgow.

To further sweeten the pot,
the NSC has announced a
highly competitive cash reward
structure for medal-winning
athletes and their coaches,
proving that the welfare of the
Nigerian athlete is now para-
mount.

e Tennis

Federation cup Triumph:
Others Congratulate Nasarawa Amazons

asarawa  Amazons, the

Women's Football Club of

Nasarawa State, have won
this year's Women's President Fed-
eration's Cup title, formerly known
as the FA Cup, after overcoming
Heartland Queens of Owerri 6-5
on penalty shootout in a thrilling
finale that kept supporters and fans
on the edge till the final kick which
stood at 1-1 apiece at the Late Ste-
phen Keshi International Stadium,
Asaba, Delta State, on Saturday af-
ternoon.

The Amazons recovered from a
shock 1-0 deficit at half-time after
Chizoba Johnson gave Heartland
the breakthrough, to level the score
at 1-1 courtesy of substitute, Adaobi
Judith, in the 65th minute after ben-
efitting from a goal area scramble.

A nervy penalty shootout en-
sued where nerves of steel saw
Nasarawa Amazons prevail 6-5 to
lift the coveted trophy.

The win overturned the heart-
break of last year's final, where
they lost 2-4 on penalties after
regulation time had ended 2-2
versus Rivers Angels of Port-Har-
court, separately, in Lagos.

This year's triumph marks the
Club's third FA Cup title in nearly
two decades, after achieving the
feat in 2005 and 2019.

Jubilation erupted among the
large Nasarawa State Government
delegation, supporters and fans
of the Amazons both at the Late

Stephen Keshi International Sta-
dium and across Nasarawa State
and beyond after the team won
the spot kick session in tiebreaker.

The Executive Governor of
Nasarawa State, Engr. Abdullahi
Sule, alongside other prominent
indigenes and stakeholders of
the State, led celebrations for the
team's resilience, grit and historic
achievement.

Governor Sule who spoke to the
players during the Half-Time via
phone from Texas, United States
of America where he is currently

on a short holiday, had urged the
team to go all out to lift the trophy
and make the State proud.

He then wrote "Masha Allah!
Congratulations, the Champions of
all Champions!!", on the Nasarawa
United WhatsApp Platform shortly
after the end of the match's live text
commentary; applauding the team's
players, technical crew led by Dan-
juma Christopher, management,
Ministry of Youth and Sports De-
velopment, State Football Associa-
tion, key stakeholders and support-
ers for bringing honour to the State.

Gov. Sule, Deputy,

His Deputy, Dr. Emmanuel
Agbadu Akabe, joined in celebrat-
ing the achievement, describing it
as "laudable and remarkable."

Leader of the Nasarawa State
Government Delegation to Asaba
and Commissioner for Youth and
Sports Development, Hon. Kwanta
Yakubu, in his post-match interview
with the media, thanked God for
the feat achieved by the State-owned
‘Women's Football Club, congratulat-
ing them and appreciating Governor
Abdullahi Sule and the good people
of the State for the achievement.

14th Women Africa Cup of Nations: Falcons will
adopt one-match-at-a-time strategy - Nnadozie

igerias number one
goalkeeper, Chiamaka
Nnadozie, has opened

a window on the approach the
Cup-holders are thinking of

NS

NNADOZIE

adopting for their defence of
the title when the 14th Wom-
en Africa Cup of Nations finals
begin in Morocco this month.
Nnadozie, one of the best wom-

en goalkeepers in the world, who
is serving her third successive year
as African Woman Goalkeeper of
the Year, told thenff.com that the
10-time champions are looking
at taking it one match at a time as
they compete in Group C against
Egypt, Zambia and newcomers
Malawi at the competition sched-
uled for 26th July - 16th August
in the North African kingdom.

“We will take it one match
at a time because we cannot af-
ford to stumble at any stage as
a result of over-confidence. We
will be focused squarely on the
double targets of FIFA World
Cup ticket and retaining the
trophy.

NFF, ICPC strengthen anti-corruption drive with staff-sensitisation seminar

e Nigeria Football Fed-
eration, in collaboration
with the Independent Cor-

rupt Practices and Other Related
Offences Commission (ICPC)
on Monday held a sensitisation
seminar for staff of the Federation
aimed at curbing corrupt practic-
es and promoting transparency

within the football body.

While declaring the seminar
open, NFF General Secretary, Dr
Mohammed Sanusi MON, issued
astern warning that the Federation
would no longer condone acts of
misconduct among its personnel.
He noted that certain actions taken
for granted by public servants have

serious implications under the law.
“It is a corrupt practice for a public
servant or civil servant to give out
official documents or information.
People take these things for grant-
ed but it is a serious misconduct.
Similarly; it is a corrupt practice for
you to collect salaries and allow-
ances and refuse to do your work

the way you are supposed to do it”

Sanusi called on the ICPC
to look into the rising trend
of frivolous and fictitious pe-
titions and allegations against
sports administrators, which
he said often damage the image
of the sport and waste the time
of investigative agencies.

e Boxing

ISAAC BENJAMIN AND GOV. UBA SANI

SWAN president hails

Gov. Sani for upgrading
Ahmadu Bello Stadium

of the Sports Writers Asso-

ciation of Nigeria (SWAN),
has commended Gov. Uba Sani
of Kaduna State for the ongo-
ing upgrade of the Ahmadu
Bello Stadium.

Benjamin gave the commen-
dation in Kaduna on Monday,
when he paid an unscheduled
visit to the stadium to assess the
ongoing renovation project.

He described the project as
another “demonstration of the
administration’s commitment
to sports development and

Isaac Benjamin, President

youth empowerment”.

He said the ongoing renova-
tion and upgrade of facilities at
the iconic stadium had rekindled
hope among athletes, sports ad-
ministrators, coaches and foot-
ball enthusiasts in the state.

“This is proof that the state is
steadily reclaiming its position
as one of the country’s leading
sporting destinations.

“The quality of work being
carried out at the stadium re-
flected the governor’s determi-
nation to provide world-class
sporting infrastructure;” he said.

Abuja Charity Half

Marathon generates N12m
to equip FCT hospitals

he sixth edition of the
TRun Club Abuja (RCA)

Charity Half Marathon
has generated N12.4 million
to procure neonatal health-
care equipment for two public
hospitals in the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT).

A statement signed by Jon-
athan Ameh, Member, Me-
dia and Publicity Committee,
quoted the President of Run
Club Abuja, Buchi Onyebule,
as saying this after the charity
race held in Abuja on Saturday.

Onyebule said the funds
would be used to provide ne-
onatal equipment, including
incubators, nebulisers and re-

suscitators, for selected public
hospitals in Abaji and Kuje
area councils.

He said the intervention was
aimed at improving access to
specialised newborn care and
reducing infant mortality in
the communities.

“Participation in the annu-
al charity event has continued
to grow, reflecting increasing
public support for the initia-
tive,” he said.

Onyebule said the marathon
had grown from about 100
participants at its inception to
about 250 in the second edition
and attracted about 1,000 run-
ners this year.

ABUJA CHARITY HALF MARATHON
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FIFA considers expanding World Cup to 64
teams International Sports Competition
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IFA President Gianni
FInfantino has confirmed

that football's world gov-
erning body is considering ex-
panding the FIFA World Cup
from 48 to 64 participating
nations.

Infantino disclosed that the
proposal has already been pre-
sented to the FIFA Council and
will now undergo further study
before any final decision is taken.

The 2026 FIFA World Cup,
which will be hosted by the
United States, Canada, and
Mexico, will be the first edi-

tion to feature an expanded
48-team format, up from the
previous 32-team competition.

If approved, the proposed 64-
team format would represent
another major expansion in the
tournament's history, allowing
more countries from across the
globe to participate in football's
biggest event.Soccer

FIFA is expected to con-
duct a detailed assessment of
the proposal before deciding
whether the expanded format
will be adopted for future edi-
tions of the World Cup.

Nwabali brushes aside critism after Chippa United return

uper Eagles goalkeeper
SStanley Nwabali appears

to have delivered a subtle
but unmistakable response to
the criticism that followed his
surprise return to South Afri-
can side Chippa United.

Less than 24 hours after the
club officially confirmed his
comeback, the Nigeria inter-
national took to his Instagram
story with a series of posts
that many fans interpreted as
a message to those questioning
his decision.

Among them was a viral vid-
eo meme by popular Nigerian
comedian and content creator
Emmanuel Obrutse, better
known as Ghe Ghe, who’s ener-
getic, street style comedy skits
have earned him a huge follow-
ing on social media.

In the clip shared by Nwab-
ali, Ghe Ghe humorously per-
forms part of Wizkid’s 2013 hit
The Matter, featuring Maleek
Berry.

The section of the song re-
posted by the goalkeeper car-
ries a defiant message:

“Dem say dem bad but I
swear dem do nothing...

Dem say dey go throw me
punch but I swear dem no
reach...

Twenty man shall fall that
day if you cross my lane...”

Nigerian comedian and con-
tent creator Emmanuel Obrut-
se, known as Ghe Ghe. Photo-

credit: Stanley Nwabali/Insta

Although Nwabali offered
no caption or direct explana-
tion, the timing of the post has
fuelled speculation that it was
aimed at the wave of online
criticism that greeted his re-
turn to Chippa United.

The 30-year-old completed
an unexpected reunion with
the Chilli Boys five months af-
ter leaving the club in search of
a bigger move, only for trans-

STANLEY NWABALI

WAFCON 2026: Ajibade, Oshoala headline early
Super Falcons arrivals as Morocco camp opens

igeria’s quest for a re-
cord-extending  11th
Women’s Africa Cup of
Nations (WAFCON) title has
officially begun, with several
key Super Falcons stars report-
ing early to the team’s training
camp in Casablanca, Morocco.

SUPER FALCONS

Captain Rasheedat Ajibade,
six-time  African Women’s
Player of the Year Asisat Osho-
ala, first-choice goalkeeper
Chiamaka Nnadozie, Christy
Ucheibe, Oluwatosin Deme-
hin, Glory Ogbonna, Rofiat
Imuran, Fatima Oloko, and
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Shukurat Oladipo were among
the first batch of players to ar-
rive as preparations gathered
momentum on Sunday.

Head coach Justine Madugu
has invited a 25-player squad
for the continental showpiece,
with the remaining players
expected to join camp in the
coming days before the team
relocates to Rabat for the group
phase of the competition.

The reigning African cham-
pions will be looking to defend
the title they won in Morocco
while chasing an unprecedent-
ed 11th WAFCON crown.

Drawn in Group C, Nigeria
will face Malawi, Zambia, and
Egypt, beginning their cam-
paign against Malawi on July
28 at the Al Madina Stadium
in Rabat.
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MAHMUD HADEJIA

Mahmud Hadejia to Chair NFF
Beach Soccer, Futsal Board

he Nigeria Football
TFederation (NFF) has

appointed Mahmud Ha-
dejia as Chairman of its newly
constituted Interim Beach Soc-
cer and Futsal Board, tasking the
body with organising and devel-
oping Beach Soccer and Futsal
leagues across the country.

The appointment was one of
the major resolutions reached at
the meeting of the NFF Executive
Committee held at the Best West-
ern Plus Hotel in Asaba, Delta
State, on Saturday, July 11, 2026.

According to the communiqué
issued after the meeting, the Exec-
utive Committee constituted the
interim board to drive the growth
and administration of Beach Soc-

cer and Futsal in Nigeria.

“The Executive Committee
constituted an interim Board
that is now saddled with the or-
ganisation of Beach Soccer and
Futsal leagues in the country,”
the communiqué stated.

The board comprises Mahmud
Hadejia as Chairman, Dele Gba-
jumo, Hon. Nkopuye Ukpe, Ab-
dul-Nasir Adamu Senchi, Prof.
Victor Madubuko, Alhaji Mo-
hammed Bukar Alau and former
Super Falcons captain Onome
Ebi as members. Saraki Rasheed
Oladime;ji will serve as the Chief
Executive Officer, while the NFF
said a Chief Operating Officer
will be appointed by the General
Secretary.

NSC announces election petitions election appeals
commlttees to uphold mtegrlty in Sports Federation Elections

he Nigeria Sports Com-
Tmlssmn (NSC) has offi-

cially inaugurated two
important committees — the
Election Petitions Committee
and the Election Appeals Com-
mittee — as part of its strategic
initiative to ensure transpar-
ency, fairness, and integrity in

sports federation elections.

In alignment with international
standards and its renewed com-
mitment to excellence in sports
governance, the NSC has selected
respected legal professionals, ad-
ministrators, and media practition-
ers with exceptional track records to
serve on these committees.

Foothall won't last forever, Ill

go back to school -

uper Eagles striker Victor
SOsimhen has disclosed

that he plans to return to
school and obtain a university
degree despite his success in
professional football.

The interview, originally
granted to Instablog, which
resurfaced on Monday, cap-
tures the Galatasaray forward,
reflecting on education, life
lessons, and the importance of
preparing for life after football.

Speaking during the inter-
view, Osimhen acknowledged
that while life has taught him in-
valuable lessons outside the class-
room, formal education remains

Osimhen

something he hopes to complete.

“As an adult, not everything
I learned in school. There are
some kinds of life lessons you
encounter through life’s jour-
ney; he said.

The 2023 African Footballer
of the Year noted that although
football has transformed his
life, he is aware that a playing
career has a limited lifespan.

“So for me, it will be an
amazing thing to also try to get
a degree, which I'm still con-
sidering because football is not
something you will play for so
long, probably 20 or 25 years,
and then you’re done;” he said.

VICTOR OSIMHEN

Printed and Published by Bendel Newspaper Corporation, 24, Airport Road, PM.B. 1334 Benin City, Edo State.
Editor: Andy Asemota - 08035872075, 09076673265. Advert Manager: 08051177163.
Lagos Office: 25A, Alli Street, Off Tinubu Square, Lagos Island. Abuja Office: 1st Floor, Edo House, 75 Ralph Shodehinde Street, Central Business District, Abuja.
All correspondence to Bendel Newspaper Corporation, Benin City. Email: nigerianobservernewsl@gmail.com - ISSN 0331-2674




