
Seeks global institutional reforms, 
stronger voice for developing nations

Ex–NACCIMA boss hails AGF’s 
role in saving Nigeria N14bn 
from arbitration claims

Ekhabafe Beloved

Former NACCIMA presi-
dent and chairman of the 
Alliance for Economic 

Research and Ethics, Dele Kel-
vin Oye, has commended the 
Attorney-General of the Fed-
eration and Minister of Justice, 
Lateef Fagbemi, for his role in 
protecting Nigeria from more 
than $14 billion in internation-
al arbitration claims.

Oye made the commen-
dation in a tribute titled 
“When the Republic Found Its 
Voice,”where he highlighted 
Fagbemi’s handling of major 
international disputes involv-

ing Nigeria.
According to Oye, the cases 

involving Process and Industri-
al Developments (P&ID), Sun-
rise Power and European Dy-
namics collectively represented 
more than $14 billion in stated 
claims or potential financial ex-
posure.

He said the outcomes of the 
cases demonstrated a stronger 
legal defence of Nigeria’s eco-
nomic interests and helped 
protect public funds from po-
tentially huge liabilities.

Oye particularly pointed to 
the P&ID case, where Nigeria 
successfully challenged an ar-
bitration award that had grown 

ABUJA

Vice President Kashim 
Shettima has arrived 
in New York to lead 

Nigeria’s delegation to the 81st 
Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA), 
with the Federal Government 
set to push the country’s na-
tional interests and demand 
reforms of global institutions.

Representing President Bola 
Tinubu at the high-level gath-
ering, Shettima said Nigeria’s 

MDAs’ foreign trips 
gulp N50billion

CNG: Tinubu targets 
cheaper transport from 
October

U-20 Women’s World 
Cup: NFF hails Falconets 
performance despite 
Quarter-final elimination

Three arrested in South 
Africa over the murder 
of a woman
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participation would be an-
chored on its commitment to 
multilateralism and the need 
for international institutions to 
reflect contemporary economic 
and demographic realities.

Voice of Nigeria +1
“Our message in New York is 

clear. Nigeria believes in multi-
lateralism, but the institutions 
that govern our world must 
become more representative, 
equitable, and responsive to 
the realities of today,” the Vice 
President said.

—Pg 3

—Pg 23
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Imaan Sulaiman-Ibrahim; 
Minister of Solid Minerals De-
velopment, Dele Alake; Nige-
ria’s Permanent Representative 
to the UN, Jimoh Ibrahim, 
among others.

81ST UNGA:
Vice President Kashim Shettima being welcomed on arrival in New York to lead Nigeria’s delegation to the 81st United Nations 
General Assembly.
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He said Nigeria would en-
gage its international partners 
firmly from the standpoint of 
national interest while advanc-
ing President Tinubu’s advoca-
cy for a global system in which 
developing countries have a 
stronger voice and fairer op-

portunities to prosper.
Shettima arrived in New 

York alongside Rivers State 
Governor Siminalayi Fubara, 
Minister of State for Budget 
and Economic Planning, Doris 
Uzoka-Anite, and other senior 
government officials. He was 

received by Lagos State Gov-
ernor Babajide Sanwo-Olu, 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the 
President, Office of the Vice 
President, Ibrahim Hadejia; 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Bianca Odumegwu-Ojukwu; 
Minister of Women Affairs, 

NEW YORK

Shettima takes Nigeria’s case 
to UNGA

Oluremi Tinubu as she clocks 
66, extolling her as a devoted 
wife, compassionate leader and 
strong advocate for women, 
children and vulnerable Nige-
rians.

While President Tinubu de-
scribed his wife as his “truest 
friend and confidante,” prais-
ing her patience, courage, faith 
and steadfast support through 

the years, Governor Okpeb-
holo hailed her contributions 
to women’s development, eco-
nomic empowerment and in-
clusive governance.

The APC national lead-
ership, speaking on behalf 
of the party’s wider family, 
also praised the First Lady’s 
humanitarian interventions 
through the Renewed Hope 

Initiative and other platforms, 
particularly in education, 
healthcare, youth and women 
empowerment and support for 
vulnerable Nigerians.

The tributes, which cut 
across the Presidency, Edo 
State Government and the 
APC family nationwide, came 
as the First Lady marked her 
66th birthday, with well-wish-

ers highlighting her roles in 
public service, family, human-
itarian intervention and advo-
cacy for women and the under-
privileged.

In a deeply personal birth-
day message, President Tinubu 
expressed appreciation for the 
First Lady’s unwavering com-

Tinubu, Okpebholo, APC family celebrate First Lady @ 66
ABUJA

Matthew Okagha

President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, Edo State Gov-
ernor, Senator Monday 

Okpebholo, and the leadership 
and members of the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) have 
celebrated First Lady Senator 



panionship throughout their 
years together, recalling the diffi-
cult moments, sacrifices, prayers 
and triumphs they had shared.

The President said Olure-
mi had remained a source of 
strength and stability to him, 
particularly during periods 
when the demands of public 
life became overwhelming.

He said the burdens he car-
ried often found their way onto 
her shoulders, while thoughts he 
could not easily express some-
how found their way to her.

“In difficult times, when 
the future was uncertain, you 
stayed calm beside me and 
prayed with me,” Tinubu said.

According to the President, 
the First Lady possessed a 
unique understanding of him, 
often knowing when he needed 
counsel before he asked.

“More often than not, you 
sense when I need counsel 
before I ask. There have been 
nights when your presence alone 
was counsel enough,” he said.

Tinubu described Oluremi as 
his “truest friend and confidante,” 
particularly appreciating her will-
ingness to tell him the truth even 
when it was uncomfortable.

The President also paid trib-
ute to her commitment to their 
family, saying their children and 
grandchildren had grown under 
the shelter of her prayers and 
had carried forward her values of 
faith, kindness and compassion.

Beyond her role as wife and 
mother, Tinubu highlighted 
the First Lady’s humanitarian 
activities and her concern for 
vulnerable Nigerians.

He recalled her work through 
the New Era Foundation and the 
Renewed Hope Initiative, saying 
the programmes had provided 
support to young people, wid-
ows, elderly citizens, women 
farmers and other vulnerable 
groups across the country.

He also acknowledged her 
advocacy for Nigerians affected 
by tuberculosis and other dis-

eases, describing her compas-
sion as one that transcended 
ethnic, regional, political and 
religious boundaries.

“I know the prayers you of-
fer for people whose names you 
may never know. I also know 
many whom you have helped 
without ever meeting them,” 
the President said.

“For you, compassion has 
never recognised the bounda-
ries of tribe, region or religion.”

Tinubu said the First Lady’s 
commitment to humanity had 
remained consistent with her 
public service, adding that her 
interventions had given hope 
and support to people facing 
difficult circumstances.

Reflecting on their life to-
gether, the President said their 
journey had been marked by 
difficult decisions, sacrifices, 
laughter and prayer.

He thanked his wife for the 
life they had built together and 
prayed that God would grant 
her many more years in good 
health, joy and fulfilment.

In Edo State, Governor 
Monday Okpebholo joined the 
birthday tributes, describing 
the First Lady as a strong advo-
cate for women’s development, 
economic empowerment and 
inclusive governance.

The Governor, in a birthday 
message issued by his Chief 
Press Secretary, Dr Patrick 
Akhere Ebojele, commended 
Oluremi Tinubu’s years of pub-
lic service and her contribu-
tions to issues affecting women, 
children and vulnerable groups.

Okpebholo also acknowl-
edged her legislative experience 
and advocacy for greater par-
ticipation of women in politics 
and public affairs.

He described her as a po-
litical figure who had dis-
tinguished herself through 
conviction, commitment and 
quality of service.

“Senator Remi Tinubu is that 
rare political figure—someone 
who has earned her place not 
through proximity to power, 

but through the sheer force of 
her convictions and the quality 
of her work,” the Governor said.

He noted that her years in 
the Senate provided her with 
a platform to contribute to de-
bates and legislative initiatives 
on social policy, education, 
women’s economic participa-
tion and financial inclusion.

“In a Senate chamber that 
has historically been dominat-
ed by men, she did not merely 
occupy a seat, she did so with 
ideas, with presence, with mor-
al authority,” Okpebholo stated.

The Governor said the First 
Lady’s advocacy for greater par-
ticipation of women in politics 
and public affairs would contin-
ue to encourage younger women 
aspiring to leadership positions.

He also commended her 
support for the administra-
tion of President Tinubu, par-
ticularly its economic reform 
programme and efforts aimed 
at addressing poverty and im-
proving social welfare.

“Senator Remi Tinubu is not 
merely a supporter of Mr President’s 
agenda—she is an active participant 
in its advancement,” he said.

Okpebholo further high-
lighted the First Lady’s en-
gagements in women’s welfare, 
youth development and com-
munity support, saying she had 
demonstrated that the respon-
sibilities of high office could 
be combined with concern for 
ordinary Nigerians.

He wished her good health, 
wisdom and strength as she 
continues her responsibilities 
as Nigeria’s First Lady.

Similarly, the National 
Chairman of the APC, Prof. 
Nentawe Yilwatda, also con-
gratulated Oluremi Tinubu, de-
scribing her as a compassionate 
leader whose interventions had 
touched Nigerians across polit-
ical, ethnic, religious and geo-
graphical boundaries.

Yilwatda, in a birthday mes-
sage issued on Monday on behalf 
of the party’s National Working 
Committee, leaders and mem-

bers, said the First Lady’s work 
through the Renewed Hope In-
itiative and other intervention 
platforms had focused on edu-
cation, healthcare, women and 
youth empowerment and assis-
tance to vulnerable Nigerians.

He described her as a “true 
mother of the nation,” saying 
her activities had demonstrated 
that leadership could be used to 
restore dignity, rekindle hope 
and give people confidence in a 
better future.

The APC chairman noted that 
the First Lady’s interventions had 
extended beyond political con-
siderations, with programmes 
targeted at Nigerians in need ir-
respective of their backgrounds.

He commended her commit-
ment to initiatives designed to 
improve the welfare and pros-
pects of women and young peo-
ple, while supporting vulnera-
ble citizens across the country.

APC women across the 
country also joined the cele-
bration, using the occasion to 
acknowledge the First Lady’s 
advocacy for women’s partici-
pation in governance, econom-
ic empowerment and commu-
nity development.

The women, drawn from the 
party’s structures across the 
states and at the national level, 
celebrated Oluremi Tinubu as 
a source of encouragement to 
women seeking greater oppor-
tunities in public service, poli-
tics and leadership.

They also acknowledged her 
support for women-focused 
initiatives and programmes 
aimed at improving the wel-
fare and economic prospects of 
families and communities.

The birthday celebration 
therefore provided an occasion 
for members of the APC family 
to highlight the First Lady’s con-
tributions to the party’s women 
and youth agenda, as well as 
her humanitarian engagements 
outside partisan considerations.

For the President, however, 
the occasion remained deeply 
personal.

Tinubu, Okpebholo, APC family celebrate First Lady @ 66

Shettima takes Nigeria’s...

Ex–NACCIMA boss hails...

Edo Govt, partners begin free 
cataract surgeries for residents
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CATARACT SURGERIES:
A patient undergoing surgery during the free cataract surgeries held in Benin City by the Edo State Government in 
collaboration with the African Cataract Eye foundation.

At the General Debate, Shet-
tima is scheduled to deliver Ni-
geria’s national statement, out-
lining the country’s positions 
on major international issues, 
including peace and security, 
economic development, global 
cooperation and sustainable 
growth. He is also expected to 
hold high-level meetings and 
bilateral engagements with 
world leaders, international 
organisations and development 
partners.

Nigeria is expected to use 
the engagements to press its 
positions on reform of the in-
ternational financial architec-
ture, sustainable development, 
climate finance, technology 
access and stronger African 
representation in global deci-
sion-making.

The 81st UN General As-
sembly’s high-level week runs 
from September 22 to 28, 
under the theme, “Restoring 
Trust, Managing Transforma-
tion: A United Nations That 
Delivers for All.”

to more than $11 billion with 
interest. The award was later 
set aside by an English court 
following findings relating to 
fraud and abuse of the arbitra-
tion process.

He also cited the Sunrise 
Power arbitration concerning 
the Mambilla Hydroelectric 
Power Project. The International 
Chamber of Commerce tribunal 
in Paris rejected Sunrise Power’s 
claims, which had exposed Ni-
geria to potential claims of more 
than $3.38 billion.

Oye further mentioned the 

European Dynamics arbitra-
tion, where claims of about 
$6.2 million against Nigeria 
over the national e-procure-
ment project were dismissed.

He said the cases were sig-
nificant not only because of 
the money involved but also 
because they helped protect 
national projects and strength-
ened Nigeria’s position in inter-
national dispute resolution.

Oye therefore praised 
Fagbemi’s contribution to the 
government’s efforts to protect 
public resources and defend 
Nigeria’s interests in interna-
tional legal disputes.

Oliver Ijiogbe

The Edo State Govern-
ment, in collaboration 
with the African Cata-

ract Eye Foundation and oth-
er private-sector partners, has 
commenced free cataract sur-
geries for residents, with more 
than 200 people benefiting 
from the ongoing intervention.

The surgeries are being con-
ducted at the Edo Specialist Hos-
pital, along Sapele Road, Benin 
City, as part of efforts to restore 
the sight of residents affected by 
cataract and improve access to 
specialised healthcare services.

The Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Cyril Adams Osh-
iomhole, said the initiative was 
in fulfilment of the commit-
ment of Governor Monday Ok-
pebholo to improving access to 
quality and affordable health-
care for residents of the state.

Oshiomhole commended 
the African Cataract Eye Foun-
dation and its partners for sup-
porting the state government's 
healthcare initiatives, stressing 
that public-private partnerships 
remained critical to expanding 
access to quality healthcare.

He also disclosed that free 
malaria treatment was available 
at government hospitals and 
selected private hospitals across 
the state, urging residents to take 
advantage of the intervention.

Speaking on the cataract 
programme, Dr. Mejuya Oko-
rodudu of the African Cataract 
Eye Foundation said the foun-
dation, with sponsorship from 

Tantita and Jovason Group, 
had planned to provide 200 
cataract surgeries in Edo State.

He explained that the interven-
tion followed the commissioning 
of a hospital built by the Jovason 
Group in Orogbo, Ikpoba-Okha 
Local Government Area, where 
138 cataract surgeries were per-
formed the previous week.

According to him, an ad-
ditional 50 cataract surgeries 
were offered to the Edo State 
Ministry of Health through the 
partnership, bringing the in-
tervention to more residents in 
need of the procedure.

Okorodudu said cataract-in-
duced blindness was reversible 
through surgery, noting that 
restoring the sight of affect-
ed persons, particularly those 
with limited financial resourc-
es, could help them regain their 
independence and return to 
productive activities.

He urged residents suffering 
from cataract not to be appre-
hensive about the procedure, 
describing cataract surgery as 
a relatively simple operation 
that does not take much time, 
with patients often beginning 
to experience improved vision 
shortly after surgery.

The foundation representative 
also commended the Commis-
sioner for Health for what he de-
scribed as a proactive approach 
to healthcare delivery, expressing 
optimism that sustained collab-
oration between government 
and private-sector organisations 
would facilitate more interven-
tions for residents in both urban 
and rural communities.

BENIN CITY
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CNG: Tinubu targets cheaper transport from October
ABUJA 

Osaheniro Ofuwengbe
 

President Bola Tinubu has 
directed state govern-
ments to accelerate the 

rollout of Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) and electric-pow-
ered transport systems, with 
the aim of reducing transpor-
tation costs for more Nigerians 
from October 1, 2026.

Tinubu gave the directive 
following discussions with the 
36 state governors, saying the 
Federal Government and states 
must ensure that savings from 

cheaper alternative energy are 
reflected in transport fares paid 
by commuters.

The President said an imple-
mentation committee had been 
established under the Nigeria 
Governors’ Forum to coordi-
nate the National Affordable 
CNG Transit Programme and 
identify key transport routes 
where interventions are most 
needed.

Tinubu said the Federal Gov-
ernment had invested heavily 
in developing Nigeria’s CNG 
transport infraucture over the 
past three years. According to 

him, more than 120,000 ve-
hicles have been converted to 
CNG, while over 400 certified 
conversion centres and more 
than 90 refuelling stations are 
now operating nationwide.

He also cited existing exam-
ples of cheaper transport fares 
in several states. In Oyo, for in-
stance, he said CNG buses de-
ployed by Pacesetter Transport 
reduced the Lagos-Ibadan fare 
from about N8,000 to N3,200 
during the initial rollout.

 The President further dis-
closed that CNG and alterna-
tive-energy transport services 

had produced fare reductions 
in Borno, Adamawa, Enugu, 
Plateau, Kaduna, Niger, Abia 
and parts of Abuja, with some 
commuters reportedly paying 
substantially less than com-
mercial fares.

Tinubu urged state govern-
ments to work with transport 
unions and commercial op-
erators, support vehicle con-
versions and expand the in-
frastructure required to make 
CNG-powered transportation 
more accessible. He stressed 
that the savings from cheaper 
fuel must reach commuters 

through lower fares.
 The President said Nigeria, 

as a gas-rich country, could 
reduce its exposure to fluctua-
tions in global petrol and die-
sel prices by expanding alter-

native-energy transportation. 
He urged states to maintain 
momentum ahead of October 
1 so that more Nigerians can 
begin to benefit from reduced 
transportation costs.

Some commercial tricycle 
operators in the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT) 

have increased fares on some 
routes following the rise in pet-
rol prices to between N1,410 
per litre and N1,450 per litre.

The latest adjustment fol-
lowed an N85 increase in 
Dangote Petroleum Refinery’s 
gantry price, from N1,265 per 
litre to N1,350 per litre, amid a 
surge in global crude oil prices.

Brent crude is currently trad-
ing at 103.21 dollars per barrel, 
down 1.2 per cent from previous 
levels, while U.S. crude West 
Texas Intermediate (WTI) was 
around 100 dollars per barrel.

Fuel hike: Tricycle operators raise fares across FCT
The increase has added to 

the financial pressure on com-
muters already facing rising 
transportation costs.

Checks by the News Agency 
of Nigeria (NAN) on Sunday 
in Abuja showed that fares on 
several routes had increased.

The fare from Gudu to Lokogo-
ma Junction, previously N200, 
is now N300, while the fare from 
Kabusa junction to Apo Rounda-
bout has risen from N300 to N400.

From Dutse express to Tip-
per Garage junction, the fare 
increased from N400 to N500, 
while the Dutse express to 
Sokale roundabout rose from 
N300 to N400.

In Nyanya, the fare from 
Nyanya junction to City college 

is now N500. In Lugbe, the fare 
from Chika bridge increased 
from N100 to N200, while the 
fare from Kubwa village junc-
tion to Byazim is now N400.

A tricycle operator in Kubwa, 
Mr Saidu Mohamed, said the in-
crease was due to the rising cost 
of petrol, as well as higher main-
tenance and spare-parts costs.

Another operator in Dutse, 
Mr Haruna Abdullahi, said he 
bought petrol at N1,430 per 
litre, lamenting the growing 
financial pressure caused by 
the increase in fuel prices.

Mr Ibrahim Dauda, a tricy-
cle operator in Kabusa, said he 
bought petrol at an AY Shafa 
filling station for N1,430 per 
litre, which he said had con-

tributed to the fare increase.
He said the impact of rising 

fuel costs extended beyond 
transportation to other as-
pects of daily life

A commuter in Kubwa, Mr 
Daniel Aaron, said the fuel 
price increase had made it dif-
ficult for many people to move 
around and earn a living.

“I find it very difficult to 
move around for my daily bread 
again because of the increase in 
transportation,” he said.

Another commuter, Mr 
Tony Akinbode, said he hard-
ly went out anymore and was 
finding it increasingly difficult 
to feed his family because of 
the high cost of transportation.

ABUJA 

Economist proposes 
increased fuel supply to 
cushion effect of high prices
ILE-IFE 

Dr Nathaniel Oladun-
joye, an economist, has 
urged the Federal Gov-

ernment to increase fuel sup-
ply to cushion Nigerians from 
rising petrol prices.

Oladunjoye, a Senior Lec-
turer, Department of Econom-
ics, Obafemi Awolowo Uni-
versity, Ile-Ife, made the call 
in an interview with the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) on 
Sunday in Abuja.

He said government’s inter-
vention was necessary because 
rising petrol prices were wors-
ening poverty and reducing 
welfare of Nigerians.

“Once the policy of the gov-
ernment is driving people into 
poverty, penury, and driving 
people into multidimensional 
poverty, then the government 
must take caution.

“Nigeria, as an oil-produc-
ing country, should ensure 
that its citizens remain prima-
ry beneficiaries of the nation’s 
natural resources.

“As such, government pol-
icies should improve citizens’ 
welfare rather than make vul-
nerable Nigerians worse off,” 
he said.

According to the economist, 
the government can intervene 
without necessarily returning 
to the previous petrol subsidy 
regime.

“If the government does not 
want to reintroduce subsidy, 
fine. But the government can 
also oversupply.

“The federal government 
can increase the quantity of 
petroleum supplied to the 
Dangote Refinery while re-
quiring the product to be sold 
at an agreed price.

“The relief is coming in the 
form of more supply of the 
product to Dangote than push-
ing the continuous increase to 
the income of the citizens,” he 

said.
He said such intervention 

would provide relief to house-
holds already facing declining 
incomes and increasing trans-
portation and living costs.

Oladunjoye also urged the 
government to strengthen bor-
der controls and provide rele-
vant agencies with equipment 
and personnel to tackle fuel 
smuggling.

He said government should 
not transfer the cost of porous 
borders to Nigerians through 
higher petrol prices.

“Rising petrol prices have 
broad effects because trans-
portation costs influence the 
prices of food and other goods.

“The resulting increases 
can worsen poverty, inequal-
ity and unemployment while 
placing further pressure on 
households.

“So, let us address the issue 
of poverty. Let us address the 
issue of inequality. Let us ad-
dress the issue of unemploy-
ment,” he said.

He said government’s pri-
mary responsibility was to 
improve citizens’ welfare and 
prevent policies that would 
make vulnerable Nigerians 
worse off.

He said that Nigerians 
should be primary benefi-
ciaries of the country’s oil re-
sources, particularly given the 
relatively low income levels of 
many citizens.

“How can a worker earning 
N77,000 minimum wage cope 
when petrol costs more than 
N1,400 per litre.

“The government should 
intervene when essential com-
modity prices rise excessively, 
because even capitalist coun-
tries intervene in their econo-
mies.

“There is no more rational 
justification when the welfare 
of the people keeps declining,” 
Oladunjoye said.

2027: Explain your fuel subsidy plan, APC PCC tells Atiku
ABUJA

The All Progressives 
Congress Presidential 
Campaign Council 

has asked African Dem-
ocratic Congress (ADC) 
presidential candidate, Ati-
ku Abubakar to explain the 
legal, fiscal and operational 
framework for his proposed 
fuel subsidy.

The ‌Council’s Spokesper-
son, Mr Dele Alake, made 
the demand in a statement 

on Sunday in Abuja, following 
Abubakar’s recent advocacy 
for targeted support for locally 
refined petroleum products.

The council said the for-
mer  vice president’s propos-
al raised questions over how 
government support to do-
mestic refiners would trans-
late into lower pump prices 
under the existing petrole-
um-sector framework.

It asked Abubakar to clarify 
whether refiners receiving the 
proposed subsidy would be re-

quired to sell petrol at prescribed 
prices and identify the legal 
framework for such conditions.

“If the answer is yes, he 
should identify the legal frame-
work under which the govern-
ment would impose that price 
condition and explain how it 
would operate consistently with 
the Petroleum Industry Act.

“If the answer is no, he 
should explain how public 
support to refiners would 
guarantee lower prices at fill-
ing stations.”

Presidential Campaign Council: We don’t need your 
validation, OK Movement tells NDC

The Obidient-Kwankwaso 
(OK) Movement has 

said that it does not re-
quire the personal validation 
or approval of any individual 
within the Nigeria Democratic 
Congress (NDC) before exer-
cising its legitimate organisa-
tional functions in accordance 
with established processes.

The ‌‌OK Movement National 
Secretary, Saadatu Sani, stated 

ABUJA this in a statement on Sunday 
in Abuja.

Sani rejected a statement 
credited to the party’s National 
Chairman, Sen. Moses Cleop-
as, urging him to familiarise 
himself with NDC’s constitu-
tion before making assertions.

The News Agency of Ni-
geria (NAN) reports that OK 
Movement had, on Thursday, 
unveiled a 59-member pres-
idential campaign council, 
with John Ughulu as National 

Director-General and Saadatu 
Sani as National Secretary.

However, NDC, in a statement 
issued on Saturday, dissociated it-
self from the purported presiden-
tial campaign council, calling on 
the public to disregard it.

The Obidient-Kwankwaso 
(OK) Movement has said that 
it does not require the personal 
validation or approval of any in-
dividual within the Nigeria Dem-
ocratic Congress (NDC) before 
exercising its legitimate organi-
sational functions in accordance 
with established processes.

INDUCTION CEREMONY:
From left: Company Secretary, Nigerian Exchange Group (NGX Group), Izuchukwu Akpan; Chief Executive Officer, Nigerian 
Exchange Limited (NGX),Jude Chiemeka; President, Chartered Institute of Stockbroker (CIS), Fiona Ahimie and the former CIS 
President,  Ariyo Olusheku, during the Induction Ceremony of Authorised Dealing Clerks in Lagos.
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Dangote acquires 4,000 machines for refinery expansion
itially acquired 2,563 pieces of 
equipment after Julius Berger 
and other contractors indicat-
ed that they lacked the capacity 
to construct the main factory 
buildings of the refinery.

“We ended up buying 2,563 
pieces of equipment. We be-
came the second largest compa-
ny in the world in terms of con-
struction equipment. Today, we 
are the largest because of the ex-
pansion. We have bought 4,000 
more pieces of equipment; we 
have 6,500 pieces of construc-
tion equipment. We bought 330 
cranes,” he said.

He explained that the deci-
sion to acquire the equipment 
rather than engage foreign en-
gineering, procurement and 
construction contractors was 
taken by the President of the 
Dangote Group, Aliko Dan-
gote, after the company found 
that hiring overseas contractors 
would significantly increase the 
project cost.

“If I bring in a foreign con-
tractor, I’ll have to ship in all 
his equipment, and I’ll have to 
ship back all his equipment, 
and those guys will also try to 
depreciate their equipment by 

LOKOJA

MDAs’ foreign trips gulp N50billion

Ex-Kogi Gov candidate 
mourns Ibrahim Idris

Abiodun, Yayi receive 5,000 
Ogun PDP defectors into APC

ings, including canteens, trans-
former rooms, control rooms 
and fire-fighting houses.

According to Edwin, the de-
cision to build the company’s 
own construction equipment 
fleet was also driven by Nige-
ria’s infrastructure deficit. He 
recalled that when Dangote 
built the Apapa sugar refinery 
in 1998, there were only two 
large cranes in Nigeria, each 
with a 150-tonne capacity.

For the Lekki refinery pro-
ject, the company hired one of 
only two 5,000-tonne cranes 
in the world, while also pur-

chasing 330 cranes of its own. 
“When we are operating in a 
country with an infrastructure 
deficit, it takes a lot of time to 
plan, a lot of money to invest in 
all these things that industries 
do not require,” he stated.

Edwin said much of the 
infrastructure developed for 
the first phase of the refinery 
would also be deployed for the 
expansion, reducing the cost 
and time required for the pro-
ject.

He listed the existing infra-
structure to include a granite 
quarry with a 10 million-tonne 

This means the N50.41bn rep-
resents a minimum figure, as 
thousands of smaller travel-re-
lated transactions below the 
threshold were not captured in 
the dataset.

Three complete 12-month 
periods from June 2023 to May 
2026 accounted for N50.34bn, 
while another N69.88m was re-
leased between June 1 and June 
19, 2026. The records showed that 
foreign air tickets constituted the 
largest component of the spend-
ing, accounting for N23.70bn or 
47 per cent of the total.

Estacode and offshore allow-
ances followed with N17.05bn, 
representing 33.8 per cent. 
Other foreign-travel expenses, 
including visas, accommoda-
tion, participation fees, foreign 
exchange, protocol and travel 
logistics, amounted to N5.35bn 
or 10.6 per cent. Training outside 
Nigeria accounted for N4.32bn, 
equivalent to 8.6 per cent.

The expenditure rose from 
N16.54bn in the first period cov-
ering June 2023 to May 2024 to 
N19.13bn between June 2024 and 
May 2025. This represented an in-
crease of N2.59bn or 15.7 per cent.

It subsequently fell by 
N4.47bn or 23.4 per cent to 

N14.66bn between June 2025 
and May 2026.

It was observed that the 
government recorded 714 
foreign-travel transactions in 
the first year, at an average of 
N23.17m per payment. The 
number increased to 780 in the 
second year, with an average 
value of N24.53m.

Transactions fell to 467 in the 
third year, but the average val-
ue rose to N31.39m, indicating 
that fewer but larger payments 
drove the expenditure during 
the period.

The Technical Aid Corps 
recorded the highest expend-
iture among the MDAs, with 
N11.70bn paid through 93 
transactions. The amount rep-
resented 23.2 per cent of the 
total foreign-travel bill.

A substantial part of the 
agency’s expenditure covered 
offshore allowances for Nige-
rian volunteers and other for-
eign-service activities. Its ma-
jor releases included N1.45bn 
in July 2025, N1.27bn in April 
2026, N1.23bn in May 2025 and 
N1.22bn in December 2025.

Another N1.01bn was released 
in October 2025, while payments 
of N884.28m and N812.24m 

were recorded in May and April 
2026, respectively. 

The Office of the Account-
ant-General of the Federation 
ranked second, with N5.16bn 
recorded in two transactions.

Its largest transaction, and 
the single biggest payment in 
the dataset, was N5.15bn re-
leased in December 2024 for 
what the payment description 
identified as outstanding es-
tacode allowances and flight 
tickets for the Vice-President 
and First Lady’s official foreign 
trips that were not budgeted for 
in 2023 and 2024.

The records indicate that the 
payment was processed by the 
Accountant-General’s office, 
although the expenditure relat-
ed to State House foreign trips. 
State House Headquarters fol-
lowed with N4.83bn across 28 
transactions, while the Federal 
Ministry of Sports Develop-
ment recorded N4.10bn in 25 
payments.

State House Operations for 
the President spent another 
N2.12bn through 19 transac-
tions. State House Operations 
for the Vice-President separate-
ly recorded N691.66m across 
nine payments.

Ex-governorship candi-
date in the 2023 election, 
Alhaji Murtala Ajaka, has 

expressed deep sorrow over the 
passing of former Governor 
of Kogi State, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Idris, describing his death as 
a significant loss to his family 
and the people of Kogi State.

This was contained in a 
statement issued on Monday 
by his Head of Media & Public 
Communications, Prince Tija-
ni Daud.

In the condolence message, 
Ajaka noted that the former 
governor occupied an impor-
tant place in the political histo-
ry of Kogi State, having served 
the state for nearly nine years 
between 2003 and 2012.

He said Alhaji Ibrahim Idris 
would be remembered for his 
years of public service and his role 
as an elder statesman who con-
tributed to the political and devel-

No fewer than 5,000 stal-
warts and members of 
the Peoples Democratic 

Party in Ogun State on Sunday 
defected to the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress at an event 
held in Ilaro, the headquarters 
of Yewa South Local Govern-
ment Area of the state.

The PDP members, who were 
mainly from the Ogun West Sen-
atorial District, were officially 
received into the APC by Gov-
ernor Dapo Abiodun, the gov-
ernorship candidate of the ruling 
party, and the party chairman in 
the state, Yemi Sanusi.

Speaking at the event, the for-
mer state chairman of the PDP, 
Sikirullahi Ogundele, said he de-
cided to lead other notable PDP 
leaders to the ruling party to 
escape “political slavery” in his 
former party, where he disclosed 
that he spent seven years.

He said the mass movement 
of governors and other promi-
nent politicians away from the 
PDP was evidence of the deep 
crisis within the party, stressing 
that it would amount to politi-
cal suicide for experienced par-

opmental journey of the state.
“This is a painful loss, not 

only to his immediate fam-
ily but to the people of Kogi 
State and everyone whose life 
he touched during his years of 
public service.

“His Excellency, Alhaji Ibra-
him Idris, served our state at 
the highest level and remained 
an important figure in the po-
litical history of Kogi State. His 
passing marks the end of a sig-
nificant chapter in our state,” 
Ajaka said.

He extended his condolences 
to the immediate family of the 
deceased, the people of Omala 
Local Government Area, the 
Igala Kingdom and the entire 
people of Kogi State.

Ajaka prayed to Almighty 
Allah to forgive the former gov-
ernor’s shortcomings, accept 
his good deeds and grant him 
Al-Jannah Firdaus, while giving 
his family and loved ones the 
strength to bear the loss.

ty leaders like himself and oth-
ers to remain in the party.

Ogundele explained that 
“The truth is that there is noth-
ing like the PDP again in the 
state; what is left behind is an 
empty shell, the umbrella which 
is the symbol of the party has 
been shredded into pieces, and 
some of us have escaped so as 
not to allow the PDP dilapidat-
ed house to collapse on us.

“We have therefore moved away 
from the opposition party and em-
brace the APC, which we know is 
also the next victorious party in 
the state come 2027 elections. We 
are all ready to work diligently and 
deploy our wealth of experience to 
further mobilise for the APC land-
mark victory in 2027.”

Commenting on the contro-
versy surrounding the origin 
status of the APC governorship 
candidate, Ogundele described 
such allegations as a recurring 
feature peculiar to governorship 
contests in the state.

He, however, urged party sup-
porters to disregard claims ques-
tioning Adeola’s Ogun roots, re-
calling that similar allegations 
had been made against past gov-
ernors of the state.

ABUJA

Federal ministries, depart-
ments and agencies re-
leased at least N50.41bn 

for foreign trips, air tickets, 
estacode, offshore allowances 
and overseas training between 
June 2023 and June 19, 2026, 
an analysis of government pay-
ment records has shown.

The expenditure was record-
ed in 1,967 transactions involv-
ing 129 federal institutions and 
their agencies, according to 
data obtained from GovSpend.

GovSpend is a public ex-
penditure tracking platform 
developed by civic-tech organ-
isation BudgIT to make Federal 
Government payment records 
accessible for public scrutiny.

The data was based on 9,305 
entries obtained from six Gov-
Spend transaction datasets. Af-
ter removing 1,001 duplicated 
entries, the dataset contained 
8,304 unique payments. A fur-
ther 6,337 transactions were 
excluded because their descrip-
tions did not provide sufficient 
evidence that they were con-
nected to foreign travel.

Also, the analysis covered 
payments of N5m and above. 

adding it to our cost. By the end 
of the day, we end up paying a 
lot of money. So my president 
said, very well, let’s go and buy 
all the construction equip-
ment,” he said.

Edwin recalled that Julius 
Berger, after reviewing the refin-
ery’s drawings, declined to un-
dertake the construction of the 
main process buildings. “They 
said, sorry, we cannot do any of 
your factory buildings. We don’t 
have the capacity,” he said.

He said the construction 
firm subsequently handled 43 
of about 127 auxiliary build-

ACQUISITION:
Chief of Air Staff, Air Marshal Sunday Aneke, during the beam signing ceremony marking a significant milestone in the acquisition of 12 AH-1Z 
Viper attack helicopters for the NAF, at Bell Textron in USA on Tuesday � NAN-PHOTO

LAGOS

OGUN

Dangote Industries Lim-
ited has acquired an 
additional 4,000 pieces 

of construction equipment for 
the expansion of its Lekki re-
finery to 1.4 million barrels per 
day, bringing its fleet to 6,500 
machines.

The Group Vice President, 
Oil and Gas and Fertiliser, De-
vakumar Edwin, disclosed this 
Friday while briefing editors 
during a tour of the refinery in 
Ibeju-Lekki, Lagos.

Edwin said the company in-
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Lagos orders evacuation of residents in flood-prone communities

Nigerian Navy warns public against fake recruitment notice

Soldiers rescue 23 kidnapped victims, arrest four 
suspected Lakurawa members in Sokoto

NSCDC nabs 35-year-old man 
for vandalising water station 
cables in Jigawa

Dutse: A 35-year-old 
man has been arrest-
ed by operatives of 

the Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps, Jigawa State 
Command, over alleged theft 
and vandalism of an armoured 
cable at the Birnin Kudu Town-
ship Water Station.

This was confirmed in a 
statement made available to 
journalists in Dutse, the Jiga-
wa State capital, on Monday 
by the Public Relations Officer 
of the NSCDC, Jigawa State 
Command, ASC Badaruddeen 
Tijjani.

Confirming the arrest, the 
PRO said the incident was re-
ported at about 4am on Sun-
day, September 20, 2026, after 
unknown persons allegedly 
vandalised the facility.

“The incident was reported 
after unknown persons alleg-
edly vandalised the facility 

and tampered with its electri-
cal installations,” Tijjani said.

He stated that upon receipt 
of the report, the Divisional 
Officer, Birnin Kudu Division, 
CSC A. S. Adam, immediate-
ly mobilised operatives and 
commenced an investigation.

“Acting on credible intelli-
gence provided by the Birnin 
Kudu Peace and Security 
Group, operatives succeed-
ed in arresting the suspect at 
about 1100hrs on the same 
day,” he added.

The PRO identified the sus-
pect as Rayyanu Ibrahim, 35, of 
Kurima, Birnin Kudu, who was 
arrested with the stolen cable.

“The suspect was arrested 
with an armoured cable sus-
pected to have been removed 
from the affected facility, 
which has been recovered as 
an exhibit,” Tijjani stated.

He said the Divisional Of-
ficer, alongside other operatives, 
visited the scene, where it was 
confirmed that the electrical 
system had been vandalised.

UPDATE:
Minister of Education, Dr Tunji Alausa (R) with the Minister of State for Education, Prof. Suwaiba Ahmad, addressing newsmen on 
the update of the King's College in Abuja.

The Lagos State Govern-
ment has directed resi-
dents living in low-lying 

and flood-prone communities 
to relocate to higher ground fol-
lowing a fresh seven-day flood 
alert issued by the Nigerian Hy-
drological Services Agency.

This, the government said, 
was necessary to prevent loss of 
lives and property.

The Commissioner for the 
Environment and Water Re-
sources, Tokunbo Wahab, 
disclosed this in a statement 
issued on Monday by the min-
istry’s Director of Public Af-
fairs, Kunle Adeshina.

The state government said 
the alert, issued over the week-
end, affects Lagos and 14 other 

states, with vulnerable areas in 
Lagos including Eti-Osa, Lagos 
Island, Oke-Ira Nla in Ajah, 
Kirikiri, Ilaje Waterfront Jetty 
and Jetty Terminal B.

Wahab said the government 
was treating the NiHSA flood 
advisory with the utmost se-
riousness and had intensified 
monitoring across the iden-
tified locations and in other 
riverine, low-lying, and flood-
prone communities.

He urged residents not to 
wait until floodwaters rise be-
fore taking action, stressing 
that early preparation and tem-
porary relocation could pre-
vent loss of lives and property.

“We are urging Lagosians, 
particularly those living in 
flood-prone and low-lying areas, 
not to take this warning lightly. 

tems could affect downstream 
communities in Lagos.

Wahab listed Isheri North, 
Kara, Itowolo, Ajegunle, Ma-
jidun, Ogolonto, parts of Ag-
boyi, and other settlements 
downstream of Isheri Olof-
in among communities that 
should remain on high alert 
between September 19 and 25.

He also advised residents 
living near rivers, lagoons, 
wetlands, drainage channels, 
and other water bodies to 
monitor official flood forecasts 
and be prepared to relocate 

temporarily when flooding be-
comes imminent.

According to the com-
missioner, the NiHSA report 
warned that rising river levels 
could cause flooding in vulnera-
ble communities and affect crit-
ical facilities, including schools, 
healthcare centres, markets, 
farms, and places of worship.

Wahab called on affected 
local governments, emergency 
management agencies, com-
munity leaders, and residents 
to activate early-warning and 
response mechanisms.

He urged them to move 
people, livestock, and valuable 
possessions to safer locations 
where necessary.

The commissioner said the 
state government would contin-
ue to monitor river levels, rainfall 
patterns, and other hydrological 
developments in collaboration 
with relevant federal agencies.

He added that routine 
cleaning, maintenance, and 
monitoring of drainage in-
frastructure across the state 
would also be sustained.

The Nigerian Navy has 
dismissed as fake a re-
cruitment notice cur-

rently circulating on social 
media platforms, purportedly 
announcing a 2026 Batch 39 
recruitment exercise.

The Director of Naval In-
formation, Capt. Abiodun 
Folorunsho, in a statement on 
Monday, said the circulating 
information was not an author-

Troops of the Joint Task 
Force North-West, Op-
eration Fansan Yamma, 

have rescued 23 kidnapped 
victims and arrested four 
suspected members of the 
Lakurawa terrorist group dur-
ing separate operations across 
Sokoto State.

The operations, conducted 
on Sunday, also saw the troops 
foil attempted terrorist attacks 
in Wurno, Sabon Birni and Isa 
Local Government Areas of 
the state.

The Media Information Of-
ficer of JTF North-West, Oper-
ation Fansan Yamma, Lt-Col. 

Aliyu Danja, disclosed this in 
a statement issued on Monday.

Danja said troops of Sector 
2 responded to a terrorist at-
tack on Sabon Gari in Wurno 
LGA, where terrorists invaded 
the community and opened 
sporadic fire, forcing residents 
to flee.

He said the troops engaged 
the attackers and forced them 
to withdraw, while six kid-
napped victims were rescued 
during the operation.

“During the operation, 
troops rescued six kidnapped 
victims. One civilian who sus-
tained a gunshot wound dur-
ing the attack was evacuated 
to a medical facility for treat-

ment,” he said.
According to him, troops 

also responded to intelligence 
about an attempted movement 
by terrorists along the Sabon 
Birni–Takatsaba Road around 
Chabe Biyu in Sabon Birni 
LGA.

He said the troops estab-
lished an ambush along the 
terrorists’ likely axis of ad-
vance and engaged them on 
sighting, forcing the attackers 
to flee.

“Troops engaged the terror-
ists with firepower on sighting, 
forcing them to flee in disar-
ray. Troops dominate the gen-
eral area in order to deny the 
terrorists freedom of action,” 

Danja stated.
The military spokesman 

further disclosed that troops 
rescued 17 kidnapped civilians 
after responding to a distress 
call concerning terrorist ac-
tivities along the Isa–Kwanar 
Isa–Shinkafi Road in Isa LGA.

He said the troops made 
contact with the terrorists and 
engaged them, forcing them to 
withdraw.

“Exploitation of the area led 
to the rescue of 17 kidnapped 
civilians. One of the rescued 
victims, who sustained a frac-
ture, was immediately evacu-
ated to the General Hospital, 
Isa, for medical attention,” he 
said.

ised publication and should not 
be trusted as an official recruit-
ment announcement.

He advised prospective appli-
cants and the public to exercise 
caution and disregard recruit-
ment information obtained 
from unofficial social media 
accounts, websites or other 
sources.

He said official information 
regarding Nigerian Navy re-
cruitment, including eligibil-
ity requirements, application 

Suspected armed robber 
arrested in Akwa Ibom

procedures, timelines and cat-
egories, would only be com-
municated through authorised 
Nigerian Navy channels.

“The official website for Ni-
gerian Navy recruitment or 
enlistment is http://www.join-
nigeriannavy.navy.mil.ng, and 
the official website remains 
https://navy.mil.ng,” he said.

He also advised the public 
against making payments to 
individuals, agents or unau-
thorised platforms in connec-

tion with Nigerian Navy re-
cruitment, as the exercise was 
free of charge.

“The Nigerian Navy does 
not authorise third parties to 
recruit applicants or collect 
recruitment fees on its behalf.

“The Navy remains commit-
ted to maintaining a transparent 
and credible recruitment pro-
cess and will continue to provide 
timely and accurate information 
through its official communica-
tion channels,” he said.

The Akwa Ibom State Po-
lice Command has ar-
rested a suspected armed 

robber and recovered two locally 
made pistols and two machetes 
in Ibiono Ibom Local Govern-
ment Area of the state.

The police said the arrest fol-
lowed a distress alert in the early 
hours of September 14, 2026.

The command’s Public Rela-
tions Officer, Timfon John, dis-
closed this in a statement issued 
on Monday and made available 
to journalists in Uyo.

John said operatives on ve-
hicular patrol received an emer-
gency alert from the Command 
Control Room directing them to 
Ikot Ekweng Village in Ibiono 
Ibom, following a report of a vi-

olent attack at about 5am.
According to her, the patrol 

team met one Inspector Henry, 
who alleged that he was attacked 
by one Ini Mfon.

The police spokesperson said 
the suspect allegedly attacked 
the officer with a machete while 
attempting to dispossess him of 
his tricycle, leaving the officer 
with an injury to his right hand.

The statement read, “The 
Akwa Ibom State Police Com-
mand has recorded another ma-
jor operational breakthrough in 
its sustained onslaught against 
violent crime and the prolifera-
tion of illegal firearms across the 
State, following the arrest of a 
suspected armed robber and the 
recovery of two locally made pis-
tols and two machetes in Ibiono 
Ibom Local Government Area.

LAGOS 

MAKURDI

UYO

ABUJA

SOKOTO

When the signs point to danger, 
the safest decision is to move 
early. No property is worth risk-
ing a life,” Wahab stated.

The commissioner advised 
residents in flood-prone com-
munities to move to higher 
ground and remain there until 
the peak of the resurgent rainy 
season had passed.

He urged communities along 
the Ogun River and other major 
waterways to exercise height-
ened caution, noting that rain-
fall intensity and rising water 
levels in connected river sys-



NNPCL shops for partners to revive P/H, Warri Refineries as fuel hits N1,500
al crude prices.

Responding on Sunday, a 
senior NNPC Ltd official, who 
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity as he was not authorised to 
speak on the matter, said the 
company recognises public 
concerns over fuel prices and 
remains committed to restor-
ing the refineries to commer-
cially viable operations.

Six critically injured as assailant attacks 
ESSC operatives, others in Edo
BENIN CITY

Mike Osarogiagbon

Six persons, including two 
operatives of the Edo State 
Security Corps (ESSC), 

have been hospitalized follow-
ing a machete attack at Ogun 
Community in Edo State.

The Edo State Police Com-
mand’s Public Relations Officer, 
ASP Eno Ikoedem, disclosed this 
to our correspondent in Benin.

The incident occurred at 
about 1:30pm on September 
9, 2026, when operatives of the 
Ebelle Division in Igueben lo-
cal government area responded 
to a distress call from the com-
munity.

The victims, identified as 

"NNPC Ltd is evaluating tech-
nical and financial partnership 
options for the completion, op-
eration and long-term optimi-
sation of the facilities to ensure 
any partnership is commercially 
sustainable," the official said.

He disclosed that as part of 
the process, NNPC Ltd signed 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing with Sanjiang Chem-

ical Company Limited on April 
30, 2026, covering potential 
technical, operational and in-
vestment opportunities relating 
to the refineries and associated 
petrochemical development.

"The parties have since un-
dertaken preliminary technical 
assessment of Warri Refinery 
and Petrochemical Plant and the 
Port Harcourt Refinery," he said.

The MoU, which also in-
volves Xinganchen (Fuzhou) 
Industrial Park Operation and 
Management Company Lim-
ited, is aimed at exploring a 
technical equity partnership 
for the completion and opera-
tion of both refineries, includ-
ing expansion, petrochemical 
development and gas-based 
industrial projects.

ABUJA
Osemudiamhen Faith

The Nigerian  National Pe-
troleum Company Lim-
ited says it is evaluating 

technical and financial partner-
ship options for the completion 
and sustainable operation of the 
Port Harcourt and Warri refin-
eries, as petroleum marketers 
mount fresh pressure for the 
plants to restart.

The marketers are demanding 
urgent resumption of domestic 

refining to check surging pump 
prices, with petrol selling for be-
tween N1,400 and N1,500 per 
litre and diesel above N2,000 per 
litre in some locations.

National Public Relations 
Officer of the Petroleum Prod-
ucts Retail Outlets Owners As-
sociation of Nigeria, Mr. Joseph 
Obele, had urged the Federal 
Government and NNPC to 
commence production at both 
refineries, saying increased lo-
cal output would reduce import 
dependence and cushion Nige-
rians from volatile internation-

Christian Ogidi, Adoghe Bon-
iface, Jackson Eboh and Ogbe-
mudia Igubinoba, alongside 
two ESSC operatives, sustained 
various degrees of machete in-
juries from  the machete-wield-
ing assailant.

They were rushed to Zion 
Hospital, Ebelle, in Esan South-
East Local Government Area 
of Edo State, where they are re-
sponding to treatment.

The suspect, who was be-
lieved to be under the influence 
of hard drugs, was arrested at 
the scene.

The machete and other ex-
hibits were also recovered, 
while the prompt intervention 
of the operatives helped pre-
vent further harm and restore 
calm to the community.

Meanwhile, a newborn baby 
girl abandoned inside a sack 
had been rescued at Obare-
tin Community in the Ikpo-
ba-Okha Local Government 
Area of Edo State.

It was gathered that residents 
of the community made the 
shocking discovery and alert-
ed the Ologbo Police Station at 
about 7am on September 8, 2026.

The Edo State Police Com-
mand spokesperson, ASP Eno 
Ikoedem, confirmed the inci-
dent, saying the baby was im-
mediately taken to a hospital, 
where she was certified healthy.

ASP Ikoedem said investiga-
tion was ongoing to identify the 
child's parents and unravel the 
circumstances surrounding her 
abandonment.
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CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

RECONCILIATION OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I formerly known as ODO HELEN 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as ESOGBAN HELEN 
ONAWON. All former documents 
remain valid concerned authorities 
and the general public please take 
note.

I, formerly known as Miss 
ODIANOSEN OBOSAIGHE GIFT 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as Mrs GIFT OBOSAIGHE 
EHIKHUEMHEN. All former 
documents remain valid concerned 
authorities and the general public 
please take note.

I, formerly known as IDRIS  
MOMODU  RAFAT ALHAJA.Now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as MOMODU RAFAT.All former 
documents remain valid concern 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

I, formerly known as Miss ODIANOSEN 
OBOSAIGHE GIFT now wish to be 
known and addressed as Mrs GIFT 
OBOSAIGHE EHIKHUEMHEN. All 
former documents remain valid 
concerned authorities and the general 
public please take note.

The general public is hereby notified that 
ESEGBUE OLUCHUKWU WISDOM and 
ESEGBUE OLUCHI WISDOM are one and 
same person hence now wish to be known 
and addressed as ESEGBUE OLUCHUKWU 
WISDOM. All former documents remain 
valid concerned authorities and the general 
public should please take note.

I, formerly known as miss 
UGWUANYI  CALISTER NKECHI now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
Mrs OJEI CALISTER NKECHI. All for 
documents remain valid concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

CHANGE OF NAME
I formerly known and address 
as OSAWE MARY now wish to 
be addressed and known as 
ENONAMWAN MARY henceforth. 
All former documents remain valid. 
The general public and concerned 
authorities please note.

CHANGE OF NAME
The general public is hereby notified 
that IGWE EMMANUEL PRECIOUS and 
SUNDAY EMMANUEL PRECIOUS are one 
and the same person as may appeared on 
some document. Henceforth i hereby wish 
to be known and addressed as SUNDAY 
EMMANUEL PRECIOUS. All former document 
remain valid. Concerned authorities and the 
general public please note.

CHANGE OF NAME
I formerly known as OBOH FAITH 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as IYARE FAITH. All 
former documents remain valid. 
Concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

The general public is hereby notified that I, Mr. EHIKHUEMHEN EHICHIOYA 
JOEL is the rightful owner of one piece/parcel of land measuring 100ft 
by 100ft lying and situate at Idumu-Ekhuere Village Uromi in Esan North 
East local government Area of Edo state. That the said Mr. EHIKHUEMHEN 
EHICHIOYA JOEL bought the said land from one Hon. PETER OKOJIE via 
deed of transfer and proof of inheritance in favour of Mr. AUGUSTINE 
EMUJIEZE for the sum of three Hundred and Ten Thousand (310,000,00) 
dated on the 5th day of may 2007. That sometime in the year 2025 
Mr.EHIKHUEMHEN EHICHIOYA JOEL discovered that the proof of 
inheritance of Mr.AUGUSTINE EMUJIEZE got missing in transit. That 
all effort made to locate the said proof of inheritance of Mr. AUGUSTINE 
EMUJIEZE has proved abortive.Hence this publication for record purposes 
concerned authorities and the general public should please take note.

This is to inform the general public that the above named has 
applied to the corporate affairs commission for registration under 
part 'F' of the companies and allied matters act, 2020.
TRUSTEE NAME AND POSITION 
1. OVBIEBO ANDERSON		  Chairman
2. OSAWARU EUNICE			  Secretary
3. OVBIEBO UYIOGHOSA		  Member
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
To advance the kingdom of God through Evangelism, discipleship, 
teaching, prayer, worship and christian service. To promote 
christian education , mentorship and the development of individuals 
in accordance with biblical principles.
To empower youths and adults through skills acquisition, vocational 
training , enterpreneurship and educational support as well as to 
provide humanitarian assistance, rehabilitation and community 
development support to individuals and families. To promote 
responsible and productive communities through education, 
empowerment, family support and lawful partnerships. 
Any Objection to this registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar General Corporate Affairs Commission Plot 420 Tigris 
Crescent off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja , Nigeria within 
Twenty eight (28) days of this publication.

The general public is hereby notified that I, AKHIGBE 
AUGUSTINE EHRAHIEME is the rightful owner of 
the property situated at 24, Irowa Obaze Street, 
Off Federal Government Girls College Benin Road, 
Ugbowo, Benin City, Egor Local Government, Edo State. 
That the original deed of conveyance dated 18th September 
1975, registered as No.30 at page 30 in Volume 316 of the 
EDOGIS Land Registry, Benin City is missing and all efforts 
to locate it has proven abortive, hence this notification.  
All concerned authorities and the general public please 
take note.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Signed: Mr EHIKHUEMHEN. E. JOEL

Signed: Secretary R/N 1175

Signed: Mr Charles Akhigbe  
Authorized Representative of  

Mr Augustine Erhahieme Akhigbe

LOST OF PROOF OF INHERITANCE IN 
FAVOUR OF MR. AUGUSTINE EMUJIEZE

GLORY OF NEW COVENANT GOSPEL CHURCH

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
WARNING AGAINST UNAUTHORISED 

SALE OF FAMILY PROPERTY
The Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren of the late Chief IMIOWAVAN 
OKIRI, under the OKIORI DYNASTY, hereby issue this public notice concerning 
the family property located at No. 27 Plymouth Road, Benin City Edo State, 
Nigeria.
The OKIRI DYNASTY wishes to make it known to the general public, prospective 
buyers, estate agents, and other interested parties that the above-mentioned 
property in NOT FOR SALE.
We futher wish to clarify that Mr. FELIX UGIAGBE, who is alleged to be acting as 
caretaker of the property, is not the owner of the property and has no authority 
from the Okiri Dynasty to sell, transfer, or otherwise dispose of the family land.
Accordingly, members of the public are hereby advised to exercise extreme 
caution and to conduct proper verification of ownership and authority before 
entering into any transaction concerning this kproperty.
Any person who purchases, pays money for, or enters into an agreement 
concerning the property without obtaining proper authorization from the legitimate 
representativesw of the OKIRI DYNASTY does so at their own risk.
The OKIRI DYNASTY has not authoriserd andy individual, including the
aforementioned caretaker, to offer the property for sale.
This notice is published to protect the interests of the family and to alert the 
general public against any unauthorised or purported sale of the property.

Signed: Mrs CAROLIN OKIRI OGBEBOR
The only surviving child

For on behalf of the OKIRI DYNASTY
Representing the Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren of the 
Late Chief IMIOWAVAN OKIRI Benin City, Edo State, Nigeria.
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Commuters groan as rainfall delays first Niger 
bridge reopening by one week
ASABA

Constant rainfall has 
disrupted the planned 
reopening of the First 

Niger Bridge, which was 
closed two weeks ago for re-
habilitation works, thereby 
extending heavy traffic con-
gestion, longer travel times 
and increased transportation 
costs for commuters travelling 
between Onitsha, Anambra 
State, and Asaba, Delta State.

It was gathered that the reopen-
ing suffered a setback, following 
the constant heavy rainfall across 
the state, thereby extending the 
reopening by an extra week.

Recall that the Federal 
Government had, through 
the Ministry of Works, An-
ambra State Field Headquar-
ters, announced the closure of 
the bridge in Onitsha for two 
weeks, from September 7 to 
21, 2026, to allow for rehabili-

The Joint Admissions 
and Matriculation 
Board has reviewed its 

policy to allow candidates 
who have genuinely lost ac-
cess to their registered phone 
numbers or email addresses to 
update the details through a 
controlled process.

JAMB announced the poli-
cy change on Monday through 
its official X account, saying 
the service commenced on 
Sept. 21, 2026.

The board said the service 
was available only at desig-
nated JAMB Computer-Based 
Test centres, including State 
Offices where applicable.

It said the measure was in-
tended for candidates with 
genuine cases involving loss of 
access to their registered GSM 
numbers or email addresses.

According to the board, 
candidates seeking to use the 
service would be required to 
undergo strict identity and bi-
ometric verification.

NCAA orders Air Peace to compensate 
passengers over delayed flight

tation and maintenance works.
The Acting Federal Control-

ler of Works, Federal Ministry 
of Works, Anambra State Field 
Headquarters, Timothy Emeni-
ke, announced the closure in 
a statement, saying that the 
bridge, which connects motor-
ists from Anambra and Delta 
states, will be fully closed to traf-
fic from Monday, September 7, 
2026, and is expected to reopen 
on Monday, September 21, 2026.

Emenike advised motorists 
and other road users to use 
the Second Niger Bridge route 
through Obosi, Onitsha-Ow-
erri Road towards Asaba, Delta 
State, and other destinations 
throughout the closure period.

The two-week closure of the 
bridge was aimed at carrying 
out emergency repairs to re-
place its vandalised railings, 
bolts and nuts, including por-
tions of the expansion-joint 
steelwork and stanchion/steel 

truss nuts, as well as the instal-
lation of CCTV cameras, and 
also general improvement of 
the bridge to restore the facilit

However, when our corre-

spondent visited the bridge on 
Monday (today), amidst heavy 
rainfall, the bridge was still 
barricaded with heavy con-
struction vehicles and equip-

ment, including caterpillars, 
while some on-site workers 
were seen performing some 
activities at the bridge.

It was also discovered that 
some sections of the bridge 
that had already been worked 
upon had been affected by the 
persistent rainfall.

When contacted on the 
telephone, Emenike said the 
reopening of the bridge may 
no longer be possible for now, 
adding that following the im-
pact of the rainfall on the pro-
ject, the contractor would re-
quire at least three consecutive 
dry days for work to resume.

JAMB opens SIM, email update 
for candidates who lost access
ABUJA See more Punch stories on 

Google.
“Please note: The service can 

be accessed only once and is sub-
ject to strict identity and biomet-
ric verification,” JAMB said.

The board urged candidates 
to use only designated JAMB 
centres and avoid unauthor-
ised persons or channels when 
seeking to update their regis-
tered details.

“For your security, use only 
designated JAMB centres and 
avoid unauthorised persons or 
channels,” it said.

JAMB said the announce-
ment was part of its JCARE 
and JAMB Updates initiatives.

The board’s latest policy 
means candidates who meet 
the requirements can now 
seek to update either their reg-
istered GSM number, email 
address or both through the 
designated centres.

It, however, stressed that 
the service would be available 
only once and would be sub-
ject to identity and biometric 
checks.

The Nigeria Civil Aviation 
Authority has directed 
Air Peace to come up with 

a compensation package for pas-
sengers affected by a delayed La-
gos-Enugu flight on Monday, af-
ter its preliminary investigation 
found that the airline sent them 
the wrong notification.

A human rights activist and 
lawyer, Inibehe Effiong, had 
accused Air Peace of irrespon-
sibility and impunity after his 
Lagos-Enugu flight was de-
layed till the evening.

Effiong said in a post on X on 
Monday that the delay would 
cause him to miss a scheduled 
court appearance in Enugu State.

The NCAA, through its Direc-

tor, Public Affairs and Consumer 
Protection, Michael Achimugu, 
however, said it would look into 
the disruption, while rejecting his 
claim that the regulator is incapa-
ble of tackling the airline.

Effiong explained that he ar-
rived at Terminal One of the 
Murtala Muhammed Airport, 
Lagos, at about 5:50am to join 
the airline’s 6:45am flight, having 
checked in the previous night.

“I am scheduled to appear in 
court in Enugu State this morn-

ing for a case that is slated for 
definite hearing,” he said.

The lawyer said he became 
suspicious when the airline 
called only passengers who 
were meant to fly to Enugu and 
Owerri on Sunday, while those 
scheduled to depart on Mon-
day were asked to wait.

“Apparently, they cancelled yes-
terday’s flight to Enugu,” he said.

He said the passengers were 
kept waiting for about an hour 
before airline staff announced 

that the flight had been de-
layed till 4:50pm.

Effiong also claimed that Air 
Peace sent a second remind-
er to passengers at 2:01am on 
Monday, despite knowing that 
the flight was not going to de-
part as scheduled.

He said he met two other 
lawyers billed to travel on the 
same flight, one of whom also 
had a hearing in Enugu that 
morning. He added that the two 
other airlines that fly the route, 
United Nigeria and Enugu Air, 
had only afternoon flights.

The Joint Admissions 
and Matriculation 
Board has terminated 

the appointment of one of its 
staff members for extorting 
unsuspecting candidates.
The development was dis-
closed in the Board’s release 
bulletin on Monday, as JAMB 
reiterated its commitment to 
sanitising the admission and 
examination processes.

The Board said the action 
against the unnamed staff mem-
ber demonstrated that its efforts 
to rid the system of fraud were 
not limited to external fraudsters.

JAMB sacks staff for extorting candidates
“The Joint Admissions and 

Matriculation Board (JAMB) 
has terminated the appoint-
ment of one of its staff mem-
bers for extorting unsuspect-
ing candidates, in further 
demonstration of its renewed 
commitment to flushing out 
bad eggs from the system.

“Accordingly, the Board 
once again warned all mem-
bers of staff to desist from all 
forms of unwholesome con-
duct, particularly acts capable 
of undermining the integrity 
of the Board or exploiting can-
didates and members of the 
public, as such actions would 
attract severe consequences in 

accordance with established 
rules,” JAMB stated.

The Board stressed that 
the same determination with 
which it had pursued fraudu-
lent elements outside the or-
ganisation was being applied 
to internal misconduct.

“The Board stated that its 
resolve to sanitise the admis-
sion and examination pro-
cesses is not targeted at exter-
nal fraudsters alone, stressing 
that the same determination 
with which it has relentlessly 
pursued and dealt with fraud-
ulent elements outside the 
Board is being brought to bear 
on internal misconduct.”

ENUGU

YENAGOA

The Obi-Kwankwaso 
Movement has unveiled 
a 59-member presiden-

tial campaign council com-
prising zonal and state coordi-
nators as well as directors for 
mobilisation, women’s affairs, 
strategy, security, legal affairs 
and other key areas ahead of 
the 2027 general elections.

The council, as announced 
in a statement at the weekend, 
has the Director-General of the 
movement, John Ughulu, as Di-
rector-General of the campaign, 
while National Secretary, Saa-
datu Sani, is also listed among 
the campaign leadership.

The structure has represent-
atives from the six geopolitical 
zones and the Federal Capital 
Territory, with state coordina-
tors appointed for the 36 states.

The council also includes di-
rectors responsible for grassroots 

2027: Obi, Kwankwaso Movement 
unveils 59-member campaign council

mobilisation, women affairs, 
contact and engagement, special 
duties, procurement, information 
technology, legal affairs, strategy 
and planning, security and intel-
ligence, and administration.

The development comes as 
the movement intensifies prepa-
rations to mobilise support for 
the joint presidential ticket of 
Nigeria Democratic Congress 
candidate, Peter Obi, and his 
running mate, Rabiu Kwankwa-
so, ahead of the 2027 election.

In a congratulatory message 
to the newly appointed council 
members, Sani explained that 
their selection was a call to duty 
and tasked them with taking the 
message of its principals to com-
munities across the country.

She said, “Your selection is 
not merely an appointment; it 
is a call to duty, sacrifice, lead-
ership and service to Nigeria. At 

this critical moment in our na-
tion’s history, the responsibility 
before the presidential cam-
paign council is enormous.

“You have been entrusted 
with the task of taking the vi-
sion, message and aspirations of 
our principals directly to the Ni-
gerian people from the cities to 
the grassroots, from the states to 
the local governments, and from 
the wards to every community 
across the federation.

“Your appointment is an 
honour, but more importantly, 
it is a responsibility. The jour-
ney has begun. The assignment 
is clear. The mission is Nigeria.”

Continuing, she highlight-
ed that the Obi and Kwank-
waso campaign would not be 
built around individuals seek-
ing personal recognition, but 
around what it described as a 
broader national vision.

VISIT:
Managing Director, News Agency of Nigeria (NAN), Ali M Ali (R), presenting a souvenir to Veteran Broadcast Journalist, Bimbo 
Oloyede, during her visit to NAN headquarters in Abuja on Friday



TUESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER, 2026www.nigerianobservernews.com 10

FEATURE

 Otunba Mike Ade Aladenika

There are moments in the life of 
an institution when the signifi-
cance of a new leadership is not 

immediately captured by the sound 
of drums or the glow of ceremonies. 
Sometimes, it is in the gradual return 
of confidence; in the reopening of a 
laboratory; in a student who walks 
into a renovated hostel; in a lecturer 
who finds a little more room to teach 
and research; in a university that be-
gins, almost imperceptibly, to believe 
in itself again.

At Ambrose Alli University, Ekpo-
ma, the first year of Professor. Eunice 
Eboiserehimen Omonzejie has been 
something of that story—a year of re-
pairing, rebuilding and repositioning 
an institution whose aspirations have 
often been larger than its circumstanc-
es.

On September 22, 2025, when Gov-
ernor Monday Okpebholo approved 
her appointment as Vice-Chancellor, 
Omonzejie stepped into one of the 
most consequential offices in Edo 
State's university system. She was not 
coming in as an outsider. She was a 
scholar who had spent years inside 
the university, a professor of French 
and Francophone African literature, a 
researcher, editor and academic who 
understood both the promise and the 
pressures of AAUE.

Knowing a university from the in-
side is one thing; being responsible for 
its future is another. And that future 
was waiting. From the beginning, Prof. 
Mrs. Omonzejie's language was re-
markably simple: the university must 
move forward, and everybody must 
move with it.

At her assumption of office, she 
called for a collective responsibility for 
the growth of the institution. It was an 
important signal. She was not present-
ing the university as a personal project, 
but as a shared enterprise involving 
the Governing Council, management, 
Senate, staff, students, government 
and other stakeholders.

That philosophy has increasingly 
become a defining feature of  her ad-
ministration.

The past year has therefore not been 
about one spectacular intervention. It 
has been about several moving parts 
beginning to fit together. And perhaps 
nowhere is that more visible than in 
the changing physical environment of 
the university.

Universities are often judged by 
their intellectual output, but students 
experience them first through physical 
reality. The classroom they enter. The 
hostel where they sleep. The laboratory 
where they practise. The library where 
they read., The roads they walk. The 
light they see. The water they drink.

The physical environment, in many 
ways, is the first language through 
which a university speaks to its stu-
dents. That is why the ongoing infra-
structure interventions at AAUE have 
assumed particular significance.

In March 2026, the university held 
the foundation-laying ceremony for 
Edo State Government-supported 
projects for the College of Medicine, 
including 500-capacity lecture thea-
tres, 300-bed medical students' hostels 
and other major teaching facilities. 
The significance goes beyond bricks 
and concrete.

For a university that has long car-
ried the ambition of being a major 
centre for medical education, better 
infrastructure means the possibili-
ty of giving that ambition a physical 
address. It is also why the adminis-
tration's decision to adjust resump-
tion arrangements to accommodate 
renovation works was more than an 
administrative announcement. It re-
flected an attempt to bring the physical 
condition of the university into closer 
alignment with the academic experi-
ence expected of a modern institution.

This is where the story of the 
Omonzejie administration intersects 
with the larger story of Edo State's re-
newed financial intervention in AAU. 
The monthly subvention to the uni-
versity was increased  from 41 million 
to 500 million, significantly improving 
the institution's financial position

Money can stabilise a university but 
It cannot, by itself, transform one.

Transformation requires systems, 
discipline, and people who can turn 
resources into results. That has been 
one of the defining challenges before 
Prof. Omonzejie in her first year: con-
verting a more favourable financial 
environment into institutional mo-
mentum.

Her administration has increasingly 
pushed the university toward stronger 
academic processes, improved facilities, 
research development, staff capacity 
building and digital transformation. It 
is an agenda that recognises a simple 
truth: a university cannot become glob-
ally relevant by merely surviving

For decades, Nigerian universi-
ties have wrestled with the challenge 
of moving from being consumers of 
knowledge to producers of knowl-
edge. AAUE is no exception. One 
of the more telling developments of 
Omonzejie's first year was the emer-
gence of fresh research activity, includ-
ing a 13.9 million Nigerian Commu-
nications Commission grant secured 
by AAUE researchers for innovative 
mobile network research. The uni-
versity also reported research support 
through TETFund Institutional-Based 
Research intervention.

Such developments matter because 
the true currency of a university is not 
its number of buildings. It is knowl-
edge; the laboratory experiment, the 
journal article, the new theory, the in-
vention, the solution to a problem no-
body else has solved, and the student 
whose thinking changes because a 
lecturer challenged an old assumption, 
that is the invisible infrastructure of a 
university.

And Prof.  Omonzejie, a scholar 
whose own career has been rooted in 
research and the humanities, appears 
to understand that the rebuilding of 
AAU cannot end with infrastructure. 
The university must also rebuild its in-
tellectual muscle.

The university's increasing em-
phasis on digital systems and artifi-
cial intelligence is perhaps one of the 
clearest signs that the administration 
is conscious of the changing character 
of higher education. AAUE has an-
nounced programmes around AI-driv-
en innovation and pedagogical appli-
cations, reflecting the growing place of 
technology in teaching, learning and 
academic administration. This is not 
simply about fashionable technology.

The real question is whether a uni-

versity can make technology work for 
its people. Can a student complete a 
process without spending hours mov-
ing from office to office? Can a lectur-
er access academic information more 
efficiently? Can examination and ad-
ministrative systems become more 
transparent?  Can the university use 
data to make better decisions?

Can AI become a teaching tool rath-
er than merely a conference theme?

These are the questions that will 
ultimately determine whether digital 
transformation at AAUE becomes a 
slogan or a system. Providing answers 
to these forms part of the foundation 
that Omonzejie's administration is 
laying for the growth of the University

The most interesting dimension of 
the Omonzejie story is not techno-
logical or infrastructural;  It is human. 
Universities are communities before 
they are institutions. And every poli-
cy eventually finds its way to a human 
being: The student trying to graduate, 
The young lecturer seeking promo-
tion, The professor supervising a doc-
toral candidate, The parent struggling 
to keep a child in school, The research-
er searching for funding, The athlete 
representing the university, The ad-
ministrator trying to keep the machin-
ery moving,

Omonzejie's administration has, 
during the year, continued to place 
emphasis on capacity development, 
including programmes for professors, 
lecturers, postgraduate supervisors 
and coordinators.

The university has also celebrated its 
students and staff when they have dis-
tinguished themselves. When AAUE  
athletes returned from the National 
Universities Games, the Vice-Chan-
cellor received them and pledged 
support, including scholarships for 
outstanding performers. Similarly, 
students of English and literary stud-

ies distinguished themselves at the 
recently concluded All-Nigeria Uni-
versities Debate Competition held 
in Port-Harcourt, Rivers State. Sim-
ilarly, Mr Asibor Ernest, a lecturer at 
the university distinguished himself  
beat about 25,000 other applicants to 
win the conveted NDDC Niger/Delta 
Scholarship for further studies.

No honest assessment of the first 
year should suggest that the road has 
been without rough patches. There 
have been controversies, administra-
tive pressures and difficult questions, 
including public debate over govern-
ance, student support and the imple-
mentation of the Nigerian Education 
Loan Fund programme.

AAUE Management has publicly 
rejected reports alleging a breakdown 
of governance and administrative cri-
sis as well as address other concerns 
over students' access to NELFUND 
and other staff and students welfare 
programs. These developments are 
important not because they altered the 
progress recorded, but because they 
illustrate the reality of university ad-
ministration.

It is a negotiation between expecta-
tion and capacity: between old systems 
and new demands, between what gov-
ernment wants and what the univer-
sity can immediately deliver, between 
the urgency of students' needs and the 
complexity of bureaucracy. The meas-
ure of leadership is therefore not the 
absence of problems. It is the capacity 
to confront them without losing sight 
of the destination.

There is also another dimension to 
Prof. Eunice Omonzejie's first year that 
should not be lost in the statistics. She 
is a woman leading one of Nigeria's 
established universities at a time when 
the country's higher education system 
is undergoing profound change.

Before becoming Vice-Chancellor, 

she had served as President of the AAU 
chapter of the National Association of 
Women Academics, where she was 
associated with mentoring, research 
and advocacy for female academics 
and students. Her elevation therefore 
carries significance beyond the office 
she occupies. For many young wom-
en within the university system, her 
presence at the apex of the institution 
is itself a statement.

Her rise demonstrates that a woman 
who spent years in the classroom can 
eventually become  responsible for the 
direction of an entire university, and 
perhaps more importantly, that leader-
ship does not always have to announce 
itself loudly to be consequential.

If the first year has been about sta-
bilising, rebuilding and setting the 
machinery in motion, the years ahead 
will demand something harder: sus-
tainability.  The infrastructure projects 
must be completed, The research mo-
mentum must deepen. Digital reforms 
must become institutional habits.

Staff development must produce 
measurable academic gains.

Student welfare must remain cen-
tral.

The university must continue to 
strengthen its relationship with gov-
ernment, industry, alumni, develop-
ment partners and the wider society.

Above all, AAUE must become 
more than a university that tells Nige-
rians what it intends to become,  rather, 
It must increasingly become a univer-
sity that shows them. That is the real 
challenge before Professor Omonzejie 
which she has never hidden her deter-
mination to confront head-on

On September 22, 2026, Professor 
Mrs. Eunice Eboiserehimen Omonze-
jie will mark one year in the saddle. 
A year may be too short to declare a 
university transformed, but it is long 
enough to establish direction, and di-
rection matters.

At AAU today, the story is no longer 
simply about an institution confronting 
yesterday's problems. There is a dis-
cernible effort to construct tomorrow's 
university—through infrastructure, 
research, technology, human capaci-
ty and a renewed relationship with its 
stakeholders. The work is unfinished. 
Universities are never finished projects; 
they are living institutions, constantly 
rebuilding themselves as knowledge, 
societies and generations change.

For Omonzejie, the first year has 
therefore been less about arriving at 
a destination than about changing the 
direction of the journey. Foundations 
are being laid,  walls are rising, and in-
tellectual engine is being revved.

And somewhere between the 
sound of construction on campus, the 
rustle of research papers, the tapping 
of keyboards in digital classrooms and 
the footsteps of thousands of students 
moving towards their future, a larg-
er story is quietly taking shape; the 
story of a university trying to find its 
rhythm again. Perhaps, one year after 
Professor Eunice Omonzejie walked 
through the gates of the Vice-Chan-
cellor's office, that is the most impor-
tant story of all.

• OTUNBA MIKE ADE ALADENI-
KA is the Principal Assistant Regis-
trar / Head, Information, Protocol 
and Public Relations, Ambrose Alli 
University Ekpoma.

One year after: Governor Okpebholo's appointment 
of OMONZEJIE, square peg

Prof. Eunice Omonzejie

   And the quiet rebirth of AAUE
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The Executive Chairman of Uhunmwode 
Local Government Council, Hon. Austin 
Imafidon, popularly known as ISIWINA, 

has ordered immediate measures to tackle a 
deep gully erosion threatening the Morgan Junc-
tion bypass road in the council area.

Imafidon gave the directive on Friday, Sep-
tember 18, 2026, during an on-the-spot inspec-
tion of the affected portion of the road, where 
erosion had created a deep and widening chan-
nel across part of the roadway.

The gully, estimated at almost 20 feet deep, has 
weakened the road and poses a serious threat to 
the ongoing palliative rehabilitation of the route.

The Council Chairman directed the council's 
engineers and technical team to urgently control 
the erosion and ensure that the affected section 
is adequately protected against further washout.

He also ordered that the divided portion of 
the road be filled with hardcore and other ap-
propriate construction materials to strengthen 
the roadway and improve its durability.

Imafidon said the intervention became nec-
essary because of the importance of the Morgan 
Junction bypass to motorists, commuters and 
residents who depend on the route for move-
ment within and beyond the area.

He expressed satisfaction with the progress of 
the ongoing palliative rehabilitation, saying the 
intervention had already improved vehicular 
movement and reduced the hardship previously 
experienced by road users.

The Council boss, however, expressed con-
cern over the activities of some tipper truck op-
erators around the construction site.

He frowned at the practice of drivers gather-
ing around the project area and interfering with 
construction materials meant for the rehabilita-

tion work, warning that such actions could un-
dermine the intervention.

He appealed to tipper operators and other 
road users to regard the project as a collective 
responsibility and protect the materials being 
deployed to rehabilitate the road.

According to him, the road is being reconstruct-
ed for the benefit of all stakeholders, including the 
tipper operators, and therefore everyone must con-
tribute to ensuring that the investment is protected.

Imafidon commended the engineers, workers 
and other personnel handling the project for the 
progress recorded so far, expressing optimism 
that the continued intervention would bring 
lasting relief to motorists and commuters who 
had endured prolonged delays, vehicle damage 
and increased transportation costs because of 
the poor condition of the road.

He said the council would continue to identify 
critical infrastructure challenges across Uhunmwode 
and respond to them within available resources.

The Council Chairman also commended Edo 
State Governor, Senator Monday Okpebholo, for cre-
ating an enabling environment for local governments 
to respond directly to the needs of their people.

Imafidon said the Governor's approach had 
given councils greater freedom and opportunity 
to identify pressing challenges in their respective 
communities and deploy resources to address them.

He reiterated his administration's commitment 
to projects and interventions that would improve 
the welfare of residents, facilitate economic activi-
ties and ease movement across Uhunmwode.

He assured motorists and residents that the 
council would continue to monitor the Morgan 
Junction bypass project and other critical road 
interventions to ensure that they are properly ex-
ecuted and deliver sustainable relief to the people.

Morgan Junction Bypass: 
Uhunmwode Tackles 20ft Gully Erosion

Alternative perspectives: Are women more 
sensitive to smell than men?

Bagudu Mohammed

This weekend arrived with a 
strange, nostalgic ache, the kind 
that follows a story that refuses to 

leave your chest. I had just finished read-
ing a tragedy that inflicted pain and fear 
in equal measure, and left me curiously 
obsessed with one small, often ignored 
organ: the nose.

According to a report by Daily Trust 
on Saturday, 19 September, 2026, writ-
ten by Salim Ashir Mahuta in Sokoto, 
a gas explosion tore through the family 
home of Professor Hassan Muhammad 
Maishanu in Sokoto on Wednesday, 
September 9, 2026.

 The Professor, born July 18, 1970, a 
botanist who earned his BSc from Us-
manu Danfodiyo University Sokoto in 
1991, MSc Forestry from Ibadan in 1994 
and PhD from UDUS in 2011, had just 
become a Professor in November 2025. 
He was a man who joined UDUS as a 
part-time lecturer in 1994 and climbed, 
steadily and quietly, until his last promo-
tion. He left behind a wife and children.

His 24-year-old wife, Zaliha Aliyu 
Gidan Kanawa, described their mar-
riage as one built on love, understand-
ing and mutual respect. That afternoon 
they were in the sitting room with one of 
their daughters when their little son Su-

dais walked in, hungry. Zaliha called out 
to Husnah, their 21-year-old daughter, a 
100-level Software Engineering student 
of UDUS who was in the kitchen. Why 
was the food taking so long? Husnah 
answered that the main gas was not pro-
ducing enough flame and the smaller 
camp gas had also developed a problem. 
Zaliha called her husband to help check 
it. Professor Maishanu followed Husnah 
into the kitchen. Minutes later, a deafen-
ing explosion.

Zaliha's recollection is what chilled 
me. As captured in that same Daily Trust 
report, she said her husband had a bad 
cold and could not smell anything prop-
erly. She believed his inability to smell 
may have prevented him from perceiving 
the odour of the leaking gas while he was 
checking the cooker. The food itself was 
not burnt, the main cylinder did not even 
catch fire, but the invisible leak had filled 
the room. 

Father and daughter were pulled out 
completely burnt. They were taken to 
the Intensive Care Unit of the Usmanu 
Danfodiyo University Teaching Hospi-
tal. Husnah died around midnight that 
same September 9. The family chose not 
to tell her father. When Zaliha saw him 
on September 15, he said he felt much 
better after three hours of sleep and 
asked about Husnah. She told him she 

was still in the ICU. He died two days 
later, without ever knowing his daughter 
had gone before him.

It is that single detail, poor sense of 
smell in the face of sudden danger that 
inspired this reflection. It threw my 
mind immediately to my own home. 
My wife has what I can only call a di-
agnostic nose. Hers dwarfs mine to the 
point of fatigue. “Don't you perceive 
that smell?” she will ask, while I am still 
sniffing the air like a confused amateur. 
What to her is a loud alarm is to me a 
whisper, if anything at all. Watching her, 
you begin to wonder if a sensitive nose 
is not just a sense, but a kind of immu-
nity, a private security system. 

That is precisely how science frames 
it. In evolutionary psychology and sen-
sory ecology, olfaction is described as 
our most ancient chemical surveillance 
system. The late Paul Rozin called smell 
the sentinel of ingestion, the gatekeeper 
that decides what enters the body.

Neuroscientist Rachel Herz, in her work 
on the emotional power of scent, shows 
that smell is wired directly into the amyg-
dala and hippocampus, the brain's memo-
ry and danger centers, which is why a single 
whiff can transport you to childhood or jolt 
you into panic faster than sight or sound. 
It is, in a way, a digital detective tool, con-
stantly scanning for the fragrance of what 

is good and the stench of what might kill.
Which brings me to the nagging 

question that would not leave me after 
the Sokoto tragedy: Do women really 
have a better sense of smell than men, 
such that they can spot the deficit in 
men?

Research says yes, but with elegant 
nuance. The most authoritative voice 
here is Professor Richard Doty, creator 
of the University of Pennsylvania Smell 
Identification Test, whose work across 
four decades has established that, on av-
erage, women outperform men on odor 
identification, discrimination, and de-
tection thresholds. This finding has been 
replicated in large cross-cultural studies 
from Sweden to Japan, as documented 
by Cain and others. 

The difference emerges around pu-
berty and is sharpest for biologically rel-
evant odors, including body odors and 
compounds like androstenone. Women 
also tend to rate odors as more intense 
and more unpleasant, a finding that 
fits with what psychologists call Signal 
Detection Theory: women often adopt 
a lower threshold for reporting a smell, 
meaning they detect faint signals earli-
er but may also experience more false 
alarms.

Why? There is no single cause, but 
rather a choir of explanations. Biologi-

cally, hormonal fluctuation matters. Re-
search by Doty and colleagues and later 
by Hummel's group in Dresden shows 
olfactory sensitivity shifting across the 
menstrual cycle, peaking around ovula-
tion when estrogen is high, and estrogen 
receptors have been found in the olfacto-
ry epithelium itself. Anatomically, a 2014 
study by Oliveira-Pinto and colleagues at 
the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 
found that women on average have up 
to 43% more cells in the olfactory bulb, 
even though the bulb is similar in size. 
In terms of brain processing, functional 
MRI studies by Savic and others reveal 
women recruit broader cortical networks 
when smelling.

Yet biology is not destiny. The non-bi-
ological story is just as compelling. An-
thropologist Constance Classen reminds 
us that smell is cultural. Women, on 
average, have more sustained exposure 
to cooking, childcare, fragrance, and 
household management where odor 
naming is practiced, and olfactory exper-
tise is trainable, as shown in the work of 
perfumers and sommeliers. Psychologist 
Trygg Engen argued decades ago that we 
smell what we can name, and women on 
average have an advantage in verbal la-
beling of odors, which boosts test scores. 
And there is reporting bias, women are 
more likely to admit noticing smells.

FEATURE
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Dr. Patrick Akhere Ebojele 

Edo State was celebrated recent-
ly following the recognition of 
Governor Monday Okpebholo, 

as E-Government Governor of the 
Year – Digital Transformation Award 
2026. It is an award that places his 
administration’s digital governance 
reforms at the center of its broader 
effort to rebuild the state’s public ser-
vice.

For Governor Okpebholo, the 
award is not simply an honor for 
adopting new technology. It is a rec-
ognition of an approach that puts dig-
ital infrastructure at the heart of how 
the Edo State government delivers 
services, manages information, and 
responds to citizens.

Close to two years into the admin-
istration, this is one recognition that 
has provided external validation for 
one of the key components of the gov-
ernor’s SHINE Agenda — building a 
government that can operate with 
greater efficiency, transparency and 
accountability.

The administration’s approach has 
been simple: to move beyond intro-
ducing isolated digital services and 
instead establish an integrated gov-
ernment system that is owned and 
controlled by the state. That thinking 
informed the development of Edo-
Gov 2.0, also known as Edo Cloud. 
The inherited digital governance in-
itiatives from the previous govern-
ment had limitations, particularly 
around ownership and access to the 
technology behind the systems.

In the words of the Edo State Head 
of Service, Dr Anthony Okungbowa, 
external vendors controlled intellectu-
al property and backend access under 
the arrangements, limiting the state's 
ability to independently manage and 
expand its digital infrastructure. This 
informed the Okpebholo administra-
tion's option for a new approach: build 
a platform that the Edo State Govern-
ment owns and manages.

Edo Cloud was this designed as a 
scalable and secure platform for gov-
ernment operations, giving the state 
greater control over its data, systems, 
and future expansion. It is a distinc-
tion that is important. The reason is 

that digital transformation is not sim-
ply about putting government ser-
vices online. It is about ensuring that 
the government itself has the capacity 
and institutional ownership required 
to sustain those services.

And so much has happened. The 
progress recorded reflects that am-
bition. More than 36,000 civil and 
public servants have been integrated 
into the EdoGov Enterprise Resource 
Planning platform, while more than 
125,000 transactions have been pro-
cessed since its inception.

All 18 local government areas 
have also been connected through 
fibre-optic infrastructure, while min-
istries, departments, and agencies are 
being  moved from paper-based pro-
cesses towards a paperless system. Dr 
Okungbowa describes the transition 
as unique among Nigerian states.

Governor Okpebholo reforms can 
not be separated from the delivery 

of his SHINE Agenda — Security, 
Healthcare, Infrastructure, Natural 
Resources and Agriculture, and Ed-
ucation. This is because the scale of 
government programs requires infor-
mation to move quickly between of-
ficials, institutions, and communities.

In healthcare, for example, the 
administration has reopened several 
general hospitals and primary health-
care centres, absorbed hundreds of 
health workers into permanent posi-
tions, recruited more than a thousand 
clinical and non-clinical workers 
and equipped myriads of secondary 
health facilities with modern med-
ical equipment. These investments 
require systems capable of managing 
personnel, records, procurement, and 
service delivery efficiently.

The same principle applies to ed-
ucation, security, and other sectors. 
For the governor, digital government 
is, therefore, less about computers 

and more about making the machin-
ery of government work. It is about 
reducing the movement of paper files 
between offices, providing quicker ac-
cess to records, and allowing officials 
to monitor transactions and process-
es more effectively. It has also recog-
nised that technology alone can not 
deliver those results.

That is why it is investing in people. 
That is why one of the notable features 
of the digital transformation program 
has been its emphasis on training gov-
ernment workers. The state has con-
ducted intensive workshops for more 
than 70 e-governance champions 
drawn from ministries, departments, 
and agencies to familiarise them with 
Edo Cloud and its deployment strategy.

The Edo State Information Com-
munication Technology Agency has 
also trained close to a thousand of 
not more civil and public servants in 
digital skills required to operate the 

system. All these reflect the adminis-
tration's position that successful dig-
ital transformation depends as much 
on people as it does on technology. 
Sophisticated software without work-
ers who understand how to use and 
maintain the systems can make the 
technology another abandoned pub-
lic-sector project.

The e-Government award gives the 
Okpebholo administration recogni-
tion, but the bigger test lies outside 
government offices. For Edo resi-
dents, the value of digital transforma-
tion is being viewed from how fast, 
simple, and more transparent interac-
tions with government become.

Citizens can now obtain a govern-
ment document without repeated vis-
its to an office. Their public payments 
can be tracked more easily, records 
can be accessed when needed, and 
government agencies can respond 
more quickly because information is 
available when they need it.

Evolving is a paperless government 
that's accessible to people who are not 
digitally proficient. For Governor Ok-
pebholo, the significance of the award 
lies in what it says about the direction 
of his administration. The government 
has sought to establish digital infra-
structure, train personnel, and create 
systems that can support the wider 
delivery of its development agenda. 
The recognition  provides a measure 
of progress, but it does not remove the 
responsibility to deliver results.

As the administration enters the dif-
ficult phase: ensuring that Edo Cloud 
remains functional, secure, and acces-
sible, translating improvements inside 
government offices into measurable 
changes for citizens is key. The award 
recognises the infrastructure being 
built under Okpebholo. It is to make 
the government more responsive in 
the daily lives of Edo residents.

For the governor, the work is there-
fore not finished with the award. It 
has only established a foundation on 
which the wider SHINE Agenda is 
expected to operate.

• Dr. Ebojele has his PhD. in Pub-
lic Administration and is the Chief 
Press Secretary to Governor Monday 
Okpebholo of Edo State.

What Okpebholo's E-Governor Award 
means for Digital Governance

EDO STATE GOVERNOR MONDAY OKPEBHOLO

The wife of the Speaker of 
the Oyo State House of 
Assembly, 

Olamidun Majekodun-
mi-Ogundoyin has stressed on 
the importance of building stu-
dents with strong moral values

The wife of the Speaker made 
the appeal during her visit to the 
American Leadership Academy 
in Benin city at the weekend 

According to her, the vision 
should go beyond the physical 
structure and she commended 
the management of Lebarty 
American Leadership Acade-
my for building students with 
strong moral values 

There was excitement at 
the school as the students and 

teachers welcomed Olamidun 
Majekodunmi-Ogundoyin, 
wife of the Speaker of the Oyo 
State House of Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Adebo Ogundoyin.

The visit brought together 
the school management, teach-
ers and students, as the  Speak-
er wife,  toured the academy to 
see the world class structure 
built by the Proprietor of the 
school, Okenfe Aigbe Lebarty 
and took part in some of the  
activities by the students to 
welcome their visitor

She interacted with students 
and staff while observing ac-
tivities across the academy.

In an interview, she ex-
pressed excitement at the 

growth of the academy, saying 
her vision goes beyond physical 
expansion and stressing the im-
portance of building students 
with strong values and morals.

The Executive Director of Leb-
arty Enterprise, Pst. Mrs. Ovis 
Enahoro, Head of School, Bini-
chukwu Ozuem, and students ap-
preciated the visit and expressed 
optimism for continued support 
for the academy and its students.

The visit ended with the 
Speaker wife spending time 
with students and staff in a 
lively atmosphere.

Lebarty American Leadership 
Academy is located at No. 16 
Ogiesoba Street, Idumwowina 
Quarters, Benin City, Edo State.

Lebarty American Leadership Academy Lauded for Building students with strong moral values

VISIT:
The wife of the Speaker of Oyo State House of Assembly, Olamidun Majekodunmi-Ogundoyin (Middle) 
with management, staff and students during her visit to the Lebarty American Leadership Academy in 
Benin City at the weekend.
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Merz staying on as German chancellor after election 'disaster'

US strikes on alleged drug boats could be crimes 
against humanity, says UN

US and China discuss AI safety 
plan ahead of Trump-Xi summit

German Chancellor Merz calls state election 
a 'disaster' for his party but vows to stay on

Russia's elections had few 
surprises - but how the Kremlin 
uses the results will be crucial

No surprises as results 
emerge in Russian par-
liamentary election

Many things about Russia are 
hard to predict.

The result of this election 
wasn't one of them.

In a political system tightly 
controlled by the Kremlin, the 
party of power – United Russia 
–had been widely expected to re-
main the largest in parliament by 
a large margin.

There were no upsets. No sur-
prises. No other party came close.

Preliminary results suggest 
that United Russia, which is sup-
ported by President Putin, is on 
course to retain its constitutional 
majority in the State Duma - with 
even bigger numbers than last 
time round.

And that's after more than 
four-and-half years of war on 
Ukraine, which have resulted in 
massive battlefield losses for the 
Russian army, economic diffi-
culties and, most recently, wide-
spread petrol shortages due to 
Ukrainian drone strikes on Rus-
sian oil facilities.

Those parties trailing far be-
hind, but which have cleared the 
5% threshold and made it into the 
new Duma, featured in the previ-
ous parliament, too: a Duma that 
was fully behind the Kremlin and 
the so-called special military op-
eration.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin recently ruled out anoth-
er wave of mobilisation for the 
Ukraine war

One party that didn't make it 
into parliament was Yabloko.

Yabloko had been the only an-
ti-war political party permitted 
to take part in the election - per-
mission that was short-lived.

Just twelve days after being 
registered for the vote it was re-
moved from the ballot (the party 
list) by the Supreme Court, an in-
dication of Kremlin concern that 
Yabloko's pro-peace message was 
gaining too much traction with 
the public.

The party isn't surprised that 
the new Duma looks like being as 
pro-Kremlin as the previous one.

"What other result can there 
be if there were ten parties on the 
ballot and they all support the 
policies of Putin?" Yabloko party 
chairman Nikolai Rybakov tells 
me.

"I don't think the Duma will 
change. They'll vote 100% for the 
policies of Putin just like they 
did."

Although Yabloko had been 
struck off the party list, around 
a hundred of its candidates re-
mained in individual constitu-
ency races. According to prelimi-
nary results, none have won seats. 
The party claims it has come un-
der sustained pressure.

German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz has called a 
local election defeat for 

his party, the Christian Demo-
cratic Union (CDU), a "disaster" 
but vowed to remain in post.

In the north-eastern state of 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, the 
CDU fell short of a 5% threshold 
to enter parliament, underper-
forming against what had already 
been projected to be the party's 
worst ever result in the area.

Far-right Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) was on track 
to win the most votes in Meck-
lenburg-Vorpommern, but it 
is unlikely to govern as other 
parties refuse to work with it.

Meanwhile in Berlin, the rul-
ing CDU was on course to be 
beaten by Die Linke (The Left).

Merz is under mounting 
pressure after months of poor 
approval ratings, and there 
have been rumours he could 
be replaced mid-term in a so-
called chancellor swap.

Following the results, AfD 

co-leader Alice Weidel was 
asked by the BBC how long 
Merz has left in office, to which 
she replied, in English, "Pretty 
soon, he's going to leave".

The two local elections took 
place on Sunday, a fortnight 
after the CDU saw its vote 
halved in the state of Saxo-
ny-Anhalt, where the AfD 
won a major victory.

Echoing comments he made 
after that defeat, Merz told re-
porters at the party's Berlin 
headquarters on Sunday that 
he would forge ahead with his 
coalition government's plans to 
push through a package of eco-
nomic, tax and welfare reforms.

"The reforms have to come," 
he insisted. "I am taking on this 
responsibility, because I want 
to move our country forward".

"What needs to be done now 
requires backbone, steadfast-
ness and patience," Merz said. 
"I will demonstrate this as CDU 
party chairman and, above all, 
as chancellor of our country."

"I would even go so far as to 
say that these reforms are the 
antidote to the authoritarian 
poison that, with the fascina-
tion of authoritarianism, is 
penetrating ever deeper into 
our society," Merz added.

But Weidel argues: "We are 
the strongest force and have 
reached the mainstream of the 
population."

Some branches of the populist 
AfD are classed as right-wing ex-
tremist by domestic intelligence, 
a designation it strongly rejects.

But its anti-immigration, 
Germany first, and Rus-
sian-friendly agenda has found 
fertile ground in the country's 
former communist east.

The CDU leader quickly 
went on the offensive, declar-
ing that he is going nowhere.

Merz has long coveted the 
top job in German politics, and 
likely won't give it up easily.

Polls for both states closed 
at 18:00 local time (17:00 BST), 
with a final result expected 

later on Sunday night, or even 
Monday morning.

Public broadcasters ZDF 
and ARD put the AfD slightly 
ahead in Mecklenburg-Vor-
pommern, where the CDU has 
likely posted its worst result in 
any state since World War Two.

The AfD was projected to 
take 38% of the vote share in the 
state, followed in second place 
by the centre-left SPD, on 35%.

For Berlin, the broadcasters 
put the CDU on 19% of the vote 
share, behind Die Linke - which 
has never topped polls in the 
capital before - on nearly 26%.

The AfD also looks set to in-
crease its vote in Berlin, with a 
projected 16% of the vote.

Prior to Sunday's elections, 
there had been intense specu-
lation in Germany that Merz 
could be replaced unless his par-
ty's political fortunes improved.

Earlier this week, the lead-
ers of eight German states 
backed Merz, who has only 
been chancellor for 16 months.

A UN report has con-
cluded that recent US 
airstrikes on vessels 

allegedly trafficking drugs 
breached international law 
and could constitute crimes 
against humanity.

The report by Special Rap-
porteur Ben Saul said since 
September last year there had 
been at least 68 US strikes in 
the Caribbean and Pacific, 
outside US territorial waters, 
which killed more than 220 
people.

Saul said that even if targets 
could be identified as mem-
bers of designated terrorist 
groups, they had not staged 
an armed attack on the US 

which would trigger a right 
to self-defence under interna-
tional law.

The report comes two days 
after the US military said it 
killed four people in a strike 
on a vessel in the Caribbean.

"Confirmed intelligence 
revealed the vessel's active 
involvement in narco-traffick-
ing. The operation killed four 
narco-terrorists," Southcom, 
which commands US forces in 
the region, said in a statement 
about the latest attack, which 
was accompanied by a grainy 
video.

But in a briefing note re-
leased by the UN Human 
Rights Council on Monday, 

Saul said that "such attacks 
amount to serial extrajudi-
cial killings in violation of 
the right to life, being unjus-
tified in national or personal 
self-defence or under interna-
tional humanitarian law, the 
international law of the sea, 
narcotics suppression conven-
tions, or international coun-
ter-terrorism law".

"There are reasonable 
grounds to believe that the 
reported 68 attacks that killed 
223 people constituted crimes 
against humanity of murder 
under customary internation-
al law," Saul concluded.

BBC News has contacted 
the White House and State 
Department for a response to 
the report.

Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth has previously said 
the overall operation is aimed 
at removing "narco-terrorists 
from our hemisphere" and se-
curing the US from "the drugs 
that are killing our people".

The US military launched 
the operation, known as 
"Southern Spear", in early 
September.

However, officials have not 
offered definitive evidence 
that the vessels targeted are 
involved in trafficking.

Since the beginning, ex-
perts have questioned the 
legality of the strikes, which 
initially drew strong criticism 
from Latin American leaders 
whose citizens have been tar-
geted.

Top US and Chinese of-
ficials have discussed 
creating a new "noti-

fication mechanism" for AI 
incidents that could affect 
national security, Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent told 
reporters on Sunday.

Bessent made the comments 
after what he called "successful" 
talks with Chinese Vice Pre-
mier He Lifeng in New York.

The meeting came as US 
President Donald Trump and 
his Chinese counterpart Xi Jin-
ping are due to hold a summit 
in Washington later this week.

AI has come under intense 
scrutiny in recent days after 
researchers warned of the po-
tential risks posed by the tech-
nology and some of the indus-
try's most high profile figures 
called for developers to take a 
more cautious approach.

"We think that, just like with 
any cross-border activity, that 
moving from opaque to more 
transparency between the 
number one and the number 
two AI powers in the world is 
very important," Bessent told 
reporters after the talks.

He said the meeting also 
covered other topics, includ-
ing plans to "operationalise" 

a process to identify potential 
tariff cuts on goods called the 
Board of Trade.

A truce in the tariffs war be-
tween the world's two biggest 
economies is due to expire on 
10 November.

The BBC has contacted the 
Chinese embassy in the US for 
comment.

Chinese state news agency 
Xinhua said the two sides had 
"candid, in-depth and con-
structive exchanges on key eco-
nomic and trade issues", noting 
that they had discussed AI.

Bessent said in a post on X 
on Sunday that the talks "help 
lay the groundwork for Presi-
dent Trump to advance Amer-
ica's economic interests and 
deliver results for the Ameri-
can people."

The US and China are locked 
in a race to dominate the AI 
and technology industries.

In recent days Washington 
has faced calls to slow down 
the development of AI over 
fears abouts its potential nega-
tive impact on humanity.

Trump has largely dismissed 
those concerns, arguing that 
there are sufficient policies 
around AI and that the US 
cannot lose its edge to China.
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Three arrested in South Africa over 
the murder of a woman

Seven Ethiopian rebel 
groups form new alliance

An Indonesian teacher 
convicted of sexually 
assaulting a student 

at an Islamic boarding school 
has been secretly released from 
prison early, a BBC Eye investi-
gation has found.

Moch Subchi Azal Tsani or 
Bechi, as he is known, is the 
son of an influential Islamic 
religious leader. His trial sent 
shockwaves through Indone-
sia, a Muslim-majority coun-
try where millions of parents 
send their children to Islamic 
boarding schools.

He was arrested in 2022 at 
his father's school in East Java 
where he had taught, after a 
15-hour siege involving nearly 
1,000 riot police - his family's 
supporters had gathered in 
large numbers to prevent his 
arrest. He was sentenced to 
seven years in prison later that 
year.

The government withdrew 
the school's operating licence, 

but then President Joko Wido-
do intervened to keep the 
school open, arguing that the 
case involved an individual 
rather than the institution.

But our investigation has 
uncovered further allegations 
against Bechi, 46, and evidence 
suggesting that the school and 
the family attempted to sup-
press them.

Bechi's release comes as the 
National Commission on Vi-
olence against Women warns 
of an "emergency" of sexual 
violence in Islamic boarding 
schools. It says the power of 
religious leaders is shielding 
these schools from oversight 
and repercussions, while dis-
couraging students from re-
porting abuse.

Of the several female stu-
dents who alleged abuse and 
rape against Bechi, only one 
pursued a legal case that led 
to him being convicted. Her 
identity has never been made 

Several of the rebel groups 
which have been fighting 
the Ethiopian authorities 

in different parts of the coun-
try have announced they have 
formed an alliance to remove 
the government in Addis Ababa.

The alliance brings together 
the Fano militia in Amhara, the 
Oromo Liberation Army (OLA), 
Tigray People's Liberation Front 
(TPLF) and four other smaller 
groupings in a coalition named 
Alliance for Survival.

The seven groups accuse 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed's 
government of presiding 
over "war, genocide, mass de-
struction, and utter poverty", 
claiming Ethiopia is at risk of 
disintegration.

Ethiopia has faced years of 
armed conflict in Oromia and 
Amhara, the most populous 
states in the country.

There have also been re-
newed tensions in the north-
ern Tigray region, where a 
two-year civil war left hun-
dreds of thousands dead and 
displaced millions.

An African-Union peace 
deal ended that war in 2022, but 
there have been fears of a return 
to a full-scale conflict, with both 
sides accusing each other of vi-
olating that agreement.

Besides Oromia, Amhara 
and Tigray, the new alliance 
also includes groups based in 
three other regions - Somali, 
Afar and Benishangul-Gumuz 
– making up a half of Ethio-
pia's 12 regional states.

The states are structured 
largely based on their domi-
nant ethnic groups – a system 
of ethnic federalism that gives 
some autonomy to the states, 
but which can present social 
and political challenges for 
the country which has more 
than 80 ethnic groups.

Some of the rebel groups 
in the new alliance have pre-
viously fought against each 
other but they say they will 
now work together against 
their common enemy.

Abdikadir Addaani Hir-
mooge, the spokesman for 
the Ogaden National Libera-
tion Front (ONLF), which is 
part of the alliance, told the 
BBC that the government 
had not respected a peace 
deal signed in 2018 to end the 
conflict in the Somali region.

Addaani accused Abiy's Pros-
perity Party of being an "obstacle 
to the people" and "unleashing" 
wars and many deaths.

"Ethnic conflict, insecurity, 
and mutual oppression and 
pushing each other aside have 
not been eradicated, resulting 
in a need that has affected 
every ethnic group," he said.

Addaani said the groups 
in the new coalition were 
working to bring together 
communities that have been 
divided against one another.

"Our objective is for the 
communities to have democra-
cy and to exercise their right to 
self-determination, to genuine-
ly govern themselves," he said.

Three suspects have been 
detained in South Africa 
in connection with the 

murder of a woman in an area 
east of Johannesburg – the last 
of nine recent cases in that re-
gion that has shone a spotlight 
on the level of violence against 
women in the country.

Under pressure to solve the 
spate of murders which has 
involved victims' bodies being 
dumped on a roadside, police 
have described the arrests of 
the three – a man and two 
women - as a "breakthrough".

Referring to all nine cases, 
acting police chief Lt Gen Pu-
leng Dimpane said her officers 
were "working tirelessly to bring 
those responsible to justice".

The three suspects are due 
in court on Monday morning.

Their case relates to the 
death of Jabulile Ntimba, 
whose half-naked body was 
found wrapped in a sheet in 
Dawn Park last Thursday.

Several of the recent vic-
tims were discovered partially 
clothed and with injuries, but 
police have stressed that they 
have not established whether 
all the deaths are connected 
or whether a serial killer is re-
sponsible.

Addressing journalists on 
Monday, deputy police chief 
Lt Gen Tebello Mosikili said 
that "a team of analysts are 
working hard to see if there 
are links to all these cases" 

but the killing of Ntimba "ap-
pears to be an indication of a 
murder that stemmed from a 
relationship... this includes... a 
possible love triangle".

South Africa has one of the 
highest rates of gender-based 
violence in the world. It also 
has a very high murder rate 
and though officials statistics 
do not identify the gender of 
the victims, a recent estimate 
from the country's Human 
Rights Commission indicated 
that, on average, six women 
were murdered every day be-
tween April and June this year.

The recent grim discover-
ies have sparked a national 
outcry about the scale of the 
problem and increased the 
feeling of insecurity for many 
women.

Jabulile Ntimba's body was found by a road last Thursday

Jailed teacher convicted of sexual abuse 
secretly released early in Indonesia

public.
Prosecutors sought the max-

imum sentence – 16 years – for 
rape, but the court found Bechi 
not guilty of rape, and convict-
ed him for the lesser charge of 
sexual assault.

Undercover footage record-
ed by the BBC now reveals that 
he has been released after serv-
ing less than half his sentence.

Viewers in the UK can also 
watch Catching My Teacher 
on Global Eye on BBC Two 
at 19:00 BST. Outside the UK, 
watch on YouTube.

Bechi would have been eli-
gible for parole around March 
2027, or would have been 
released at the end of his sen-
tence in 2029.

Indonesia's Ministry of Im-
migration and Corrections 
told the BBC that Bechi was re-
leased in August 2025 because 
of "sentence remissions grant-
ed to him in accordance with 
applicable regulations". The 

ministry said it could not say 
why his sentence was reduced.

Ira Puspitasari was anoth-
er student who testified at the 
trial, but her allegations didn't 
lead to separate charges. She 
waived her legal right to ano-
nymity to speak publicly about 
this for the first time.

"I was treated as his slave. I 
was held captive, raped, beat-
en," she says. "I can never forget 
what he said to me: 'Don't you 
realise you're just my slave?'"

The United States has 
deported more than 
25,000 people under 

secretive agreements with 35 
countries to take migrants 
with no ties to those nations, 
according to an investigation 
published Monday.

Since US President Donald 
Trump took office in January 
2025, Washington has been 
signing deals with develop-
ing countries to take migrants 
who cannot legally be sent 
home.

The investigation by For-
bidden Stories, helped by 
French TV channel France 
24 and Radio France Inter-
national (RFI), found the ad-
ministration has earmarked 
$410 million to be paid direct-
ly to the receiving countries, 
or to UN agencies to facilitate 
the returns.

At least 25,447 people had 
already been deported to third 
countries by August 31, 2026, 
according to data compiled 
by Forbidden Stories with a 
consortium of international 
journalists.

The vast majority - around 
20,000 - were sent to Mexico, 
but the rest were dispersed 

Major investigation reveals scale 
of US deportations to Africa

to 27 other countries across 
Latin America, Africa, and 
the Pacific, and agreements 
have been finalised with seven 
more. The deals vary, includ-
ing over which nationalities 
can be deported and whether 
people with criminal records 
can be accepted.

A "legal black hole"
An AFP investigation earli-

er this year found Washington 
is using visa bans and restric-
tions on African countries to 
strongarm them into accept-
ing deportees.

Lawyers told AFP that de-
portees were being thrown 
into a "legal black hole", held 
without charge in countries 
where they have no ties and 
few if any rights. Forbidden 
Stories said 49 of Africa's 
54 countries had been ap-
proached about accepting 
third-country deportees.

A little-known State De-
partment division called the 
Office of Remigration, creat-
ed in May 2025, has handled 
most of the negotiations and 
payments, according to For-
bidden Stories.

The office is headed by 
Christian Jove Ehrhardt, a 

41-year-old diplomat who 
previously worked as a se-
curity officer. The report 
details his visits to Came-
roon, which signed a mem-
orandum of understanding 
with the US in December 
on accepting deportees. A 
week later, it also signed a 
five-year health assistance 
programme worth nearly 
$400 million.

The following month, 
the State Department said 
it would provide a further 
$30 million to the UN Ref-
ugee Agency (UNHCR) in 
Cameroon to "facilitate the 
voluntary return of refugees 
and combat illegal immi-
gration."

The first plane carrying 
deportees arrived in Came-
roon on January 14.

Payments
Other agreements have 

involved direct payments to 
governments.

Palau, a small Pacific is-
land nation with a popula-
tion of under 18,000, signed 
an agreement in December 
2025 to accept up to 75 
third-country nationals in 
return for $7.5 million.
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Why balanced diet, personal hygiene, 
environmental cleanliness matters

Nigeria can break technology dependence with indigenous talent – Ex-DICON Chief

Mental health awareness 
among Nigerian youths: 
Breaking the silence

The growing number of beggars on major 
roads: What is driving them?

Matters-In-Focus

Osaheniro Ofuwengbe

Health is one of the great-
est assets every human 
being possesses. Re-

gardless of age, occupation or 
economic status, everyone needs 
nutritious food, personal hygiene 
and a clean environment to live a 
healthy and productive life.

A balanced diet provides the 
body with the nutrients and ener-
gy needed for growth, repair and 
normal functioning. The World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
notes that healthy diets help pro-
tect against malnutrition and sev-
eral noncommunicable diseases, 
including diabetes, heart disease, 
stroke and some cancers.

A balanced diet does not nec-
essarily mean expensive food. 
Locally available foods such as 
vegetables, fruits, beans and oth-
er legumes, whole grains, eggs 
and fish can contribute to healthy 
nutrition. What matters is variety, 
balance and moderation.

When good nutrition is neglect-
ed, the consequences can include 
malnutrition, nutrient deficien-
cies, poor growth and weakened 
immunity. Regularly consuming 
excessive amounts of foods high in 
unhealthy fats, free sugars and salt 
can also increase the risk of health 
problems over time.

But good health is not only 
about what we eat.

Personal hygiene is equal-
ly important. Regular bathing, 
washing hands with soap and 
clean water, brushing the teeth, 

Precious Agbejesi

By all appearances, many 
Nigerian youths are doing 
fine. They attend lectures, 

post smiling photos online, joke 
with friends, and keep up with 
the fast pace of daily life. But 
beneath that surface, a growing 
number are quietly dealing with 
stress, anxiety, depression, and 
emotional exhaustion. 

For some, the pressure begins 
in school. For others, it starts at 
home, where expectations are 
high and conversations about 
feelings are rare. Add unemploy-
ment, financial strain, social me-
dia comparison, family pressure, 
and uncertainty about the future, 
and it becomes clear why mental 
health is no longer a side issue 
among young people in Nigeria. 

Yet one of the biggest prob-
lems remains silence. In many 
homes and communities, men-
tal health is still misunderstood. 
Some people see emotional 
distress as weakness, stubborn-
ness, lack of faith, or even a 
spiritual problem. That attitude 
makes young people hide what 
they are going through instead 
of asking for help. 

Research has shown that stig-
ma is one of the strongest barri-
ers to mental health help-seeking 
among adolescents in Nigeria. 
In Lagos, one study found that 
stigma was the most commonly 
reported obstacle for students 
dealing with depression, while 
family disapproval, ignorance, 
and preference for spiritual treat-
ment also played a role. 

Another study among sec-
ondary school students in Riv-
ers State found that many ado-
lescents could recognize some 
mental health symptoms, but 
far fewer could correctly iden-
tify depression and anxiety. It 

also showed that many young 
people would rather speak 
to parents or guardians than 
mental health professionals, 
which suggests that awareness 
is still limited and formal help 
remains out of reach for many. 

That gap matters because 
adolescence is often the stage 
when mental health problems 
first begin. If warning signs 
are missed early, the effects can 
spill into school performance, 
relationships, self-esteem, and 
long-term wellbeing. What 
may begin as stress or sadness 
can become a deeper problem 
if it is ignored for too long. 

Access to care is another ma-
jor concern. Nigeria has a serious 
shortage of mental health profes-
sionals, and specialist services are 
concentrated in urban areas. A 
2025 review noted that the coun-
try has fewer than 300 psychi-
atrists for a population of more 
than 200 million, making access 
difficult for many people, espe-
cially youths outside major cities. 

This shortage means that 
even young people who are 
ready to seek help may not 
know where to go or may not 
be able to afford care. In some 
cases, they are forced to rely 
on informal support, such as 
friends, parents, teachers, or 
religious leaders. While that 
support can be helpful, it is not 
always enough when profes-
sional intervention is needed. 

Schools have a major role 
to play. Guidance counsellors, 
trained teachers, peer-support 
groups, and mental health ed-
ucation can help students un-
derstand what they are feeling 
and where to seek help. When 
schools treat mental wellbeing 
as seriously as academic per-
formance, more students will 
feel safe enough to speak up. 

Maj.-Gen. Nnaemeka 
Maduegbunam, for-
mer Director-Gen-

eral of DICON, has urged 
Nigeria to harness indigenous 
talents to achieve self-reliance 
in science and technology.

Maduegbunam made the 
call in his book, “We Can Do It: 
Towards Nigeria’s Self-Reliance 
in Science and Technology,” 
scheduled for public presenta-
tion on Thursday in Abuja.

In a statement on Tuesday, 

he said the book documented 
his military career and expe-
riences in developing home-
grown engineering solutions to 
national challenges, particular-
ly in defence production.

Maduegbunam, a mechan-
ical engineer, said Nigerians 
possessed the ingenuity and 
creativity required to make 
significant contributions to the 
country’s science and technolo-
gy ecosystem.

He said the book was also 

an attempt to document les-
sons on leadership, discipline, 
self-reliance and nation build-
ing from his 34 years of mili-
tary service.

According to him, a major 
focus of the book is his tenure 
as DICON Director-General, 
where he demonstrated the po-
tential of indigenous expertise 
in reviving Nigeria’s defence 
manufacturing capacity.

Maduegbunam said he as-
sumed leadership of DICON 

in February 2006 and encoun-
tered largely dormant machin-
ery and production facilities.

According to the book, he sub-
sequently revived the machines 
within five months and com-
menced production of weapons 
for the Nigerian military.

He attributed the break-
through to committed lead-
ership and support from the 
administration of former Pres-
ident Olusegun Obasanjo.

Maduegbunam recalled that 

during Obasanjo’s first visit to 
DICON on Sept. 30, 2006, the 
former president expressed 
disappointment over the state 
of the facilities.

He said he nevertheless as-
sured the president that the 
machines could be restored, 
declaring, “We can do it. We 
can restore the machines, sir.”

The encounter, according to 
him, became a turning point 
that triggered renewed energy, 
innovation and achievements 

at DICON.
The retired general said the 

experience demonstrated that 
Nigeria could overcome tech-
nological constraints when in-
digenous expertise was matched 
with purposeful leadership and 
political commitment.

He, therefore, called for 
greater confidence in Nigerian 
engineers, scientists, innovators 
and other professionals capable 
of developing solutions to the 
country’s technological needs.

keeping fingernails clean, wear-
ing clean clothes and maintain-
ing proper toilet hygiene are 
simple practices that help reduce 
exposure to harmful germs.

Handwashing is particularly 
important. WHO and UNICEF 
recognize hand hygiene as an 
important measure for reduc-
ing the spread of infections. 
Washing hands at appropriate 
times, especially before eating 
or preparing food and after us-
ing the toilet, can help prevent 
the transmission of harmful 

microorganisms.
Poor hygiene, on the other 

hand, can increase the risk of 
infections and dental problems 
and may contribute to un-
pleasant body odour and other 
health concerns.

Environmental cleanliness 
completes the picture.

A person may maintain 
good personal hygiene, but an 
unhealthy environment can 
still expose that individual and 
the wider community to health 
risks. Indiscriminate dumping 

of refuse, blocked drainage, 
unsafe water and poorly main-
tained toilets can create condi-
tions that encourage the spread 
of disease and attract pests.

Environmental cleanliness 
is therefore everyone's respon-
sibility. Government and rel-
evant authorities have a duty 
to provide effective sanitation, 
waste-management, water and 
drainage systems. Citizens 
must also use these facilities 
responsibly and avoid practices 
that endanger others.

Precious Agbejesi

At busy intersections, 
motorists barely have 
enough time to respond 

to the traffic light before a hand 
appears beside their vehicle.

Sometimes it is an elderly man. 
Sometimes a woman carries a baby. 
At other times, children move from 
one vehicle to another, knocking on 
windows and asking for money.

When the traffic begins to 
move, they disappear to an-
other lane, waiting for the next 
opportunity.

Street begging has become a 
familiar sight on major roads in 
many Nigerian cities. But behind 
every outstretched hand is a story, 
and those stories are often more 
complicated than they appear.

For some people, begging is a 

desperate response to poverty. For 
others, it may be connected to dis-
ability, unemployment, displace-
ment or lack of family support. 
There are also concerns about chil-
dren being used for begging and 
organized forms of street begging.

Nigeria's wider economic 
difficulties have created an en-
vironment in which vulnerable 
people can find it increasingly 
difficult to survive.

A Reuters report published 
in July 2026 said the Inter-
national Monetary Fund had 
estimated that 63 per cent of 
Nigeria's population remained 
in poverty, with millions also 
facing food insecurity.

When families cannot con-
sistently provide food, shelter 
or healthcare, some people 
turn to whatever means of sur-

vival is available.
Unemployment and limited 

opportunities can also push 
people onto the streets.

For an adult without a stable 
income, begging may become 
an alternative to going hungry. 
For people living with disabili-
ties or serious social disadvan-
tages, the situation can be even 
more difficult when there are 
inadequate support systems.

In some communities, displace-
ment caused by insecurity has also 
contributed to vulnerability.

People who leave their 
homes because of violence 
may arrive in unfamiliar cities 
without employment, savings 
or relatives who can support 
them. For some, the street be-
comes both a place of work and 
survival.

L-R Senior Adviser, Communication, Malene Kamp Jensen, UNICEF Nigeria’s Country Representative, Wafaa Saeed Abdelatef, 
UNICEF’s Executive Director of Mission to Nigeria Catherine Russell, First Lady of Nigeria Senator Oluremi Tinubu, Chief of Staff 
and Director of the Office of the UNICEF Executive Director, Mr. Ted Maly, Project Planning Officer, Maline Serrano and Executive 
Specialist, Office of the Executive Director UNICEF, Nabila Jamshed during the courtesy visit of the UNICEF delegation to the 
First Lady at the State House Abuja, recently.
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NPFL: Promoted Doma United 
stay top despite loss

Despite losing 4v-1 at 
Kano Pillars, promoted 
Doma United remain 

top of the NPFL standings, 
while Enyimba, Sporting La-
gos and Kun Khalifat all fell at 
home today.

Doma remain top of the ta-
ble on nine points from four 
matches.

The home win by home 
team Kano Pillars shot them 

AFCON 2027 Qualifiers: 
Ogunfuwa mobilises FFCN 
for Super Eagles’ Uyo, 
Bissau battles

Whereverer the Ea-
gles Fly, FFCN Will 
Be There’ — Mama 

Nigeria.
The Football Fans Club of 

Nigeria (FFCN) has raised the 
drive of its mobilisation ahead 
of the Super Eagles’ opening 
matches of the 2027 Africa Cup 
of Nations (AFCON) qualifiers, 
with National President, Am-
bassador Oluwakemi Ogunfu-
wa, leading the charge to ensure 
massive supporters’ presence in 
Uyo and later in Bissau.

The Super Eagles are sched-
uled to begin their qualifying 
campaign against Madagascar 
on Friday, September 25, at the 
Godswill Akpabio Stadium, 
Uyo, before travelling to Bissau 
for the Matchday Two encoun-
ter against Guinea-Bissau on 
September 29.

For FFCN, the mission is 
clear: stand behind the national 
team at home and carry the Ni-
gerian spirit across the border.

 “Mama Nigeria,” as Ogun-
fuwa fondly called, said the 
supporters’ body is leaving 
nothing to chance in its prepa-
rations, stressing that the Super 
Eagles must feel the presence 

and passion of Nigerian sup-
porters throughout the qualify-
ing campaign.

“We are ready for the Super 
Eagles. From Uyo to Bissau, 
FFCN will be there. Our play-
ers must know that they are not 
alone; behind them is a nation 
of passionate supporters. We 
will sing, cheer and encourage 
them from the first whistle un-
til the final whistle. Wherever 
the Eagles fly, the voice of Ni-
geria will be heard,” Ogunfuwa 
declared.

A former CAF Award win-
ner, Ogunfuwa has continued 
to champion an organised and 
patriotic supporters’ culture 
around Nigerian football. Her 
leadership of FFCN has placed 
emphasis on mobilising sup-
porters not only for home fix-
tures but also for crucial away 
assignments involving the na-
tional team.

The objective, according 
to the supporters’ body, is to 
transform the Godswill Ak-
pabio Stadium into a sea of Ni-
gerian colours and provide the 
team with the vocal encourage-
ment required throughout the 
encounter.

Mourinho attacks ref after 
chaotic Madrid Derby

Real Madrid lost the Madrid 
Derby to Atletico 2-1, they 
are now fourth on the table 

and six points behind leaders Bar-
celona with coach Jose Mourinho 
blaming the referee for this.

Mourinho was irritated at the 
post-match press conference.

“We can skip the press confer-
ence because this is the story of this 
match,” he said, showing a print-
ed photo showing both situations. 
“There are two clear sending-offs.” 

The situations were when Atleti-
co defender Cristian Romero tack-
led Jude Bellingham and when Lee 
Kang-In tackled Real Madrid player 
Federico Valverde.

The Real Madrid coach said the 
derby was too big for referee Ortiz 
Arias to handle.

“The referee had no experience 
of refereeing a derby. He is 41 years 
old. He is a bad referee who has only 
done minor matches,” he main-
tained.

Real Madrid later issued a press 
statement in the same mode.

“Real Madrid lost at Metropol-
itano in a derby marked by a poor 
refereeing performance by Ortiz 
Arias,” the club said

“Both decisions affected the out-
come of the match, which was de-
cided in the second half in favour of 
Atlético Madrid.”

U-20 Women’s World Cup: NFF hails Falconets 
performance despite quarter-final elimination

Akekoromowei, while Colom-
bia threatened on the counter 
through Valerin Loboa and 
Mariana Silva.

Coach Moses Aduku intro-
duced Winner Onajite David 
for Queen Joseph and Precious 
Oscar for Favour Nkwocha to 
inject fresh energy into the at-
tack. The game turned dramat-
ically in the 77th minute when 
Nigeria were reduced to 10 
players after Kafayat Mafisere 
was shown a straight red card 
for a foul on Samantha Rodri-
guez. Colombia’s disciplined 
defending and game manage-
ment frustrated numerous ef-

forts by the Falconets to find a 
breakthrough.

Loboa latched onto a through 
ball in the second minute of 
added time, and despite goal-
keeper and captain Christiana 
Uzoma blocking her first effort, 
she pushed ahead and tucked in 
the ball on the rebound to send 
the South Americans through 
to the last four.

NFF’s Acting General Sec-
retary, Dr Emmanuel Ikpeme 
praised the girls for their en-
ergy and vibrancy, saying 
they were not disgraced. “You 
gave your best out there, and 
the NFF and every Nigerian 

watching saw that you held 
nothing back. You did not take 
the Colombians for granted 
and you certainly did not play 
with any form of complex.

“It is a game you could have 
won easily if you had been able 
to convert some of the numer-
ous chances that you created, 
but that is sport. Please don’t be 
disoriented by the result.”

On her part, Nigeria’s Am-
bassador to Poland, Her Ex-
cellency Chioma Ohakim Esq 
provided soothing words to the 
downcast players and officials 
in the dressing room of the Sta-
dion LKS Miejski.

The Nigeria Football Fed-
eration (NFF) has hailed 
the performance of the 

nation’s U-20 women’s football 
team performance despite be-
ing eliminated by alone goal by 
Colombia in the quarter-final 
clash on Sunday.

Nigeria departed the 2026 
FIFA U20 Women’s World 
Cup in Poland on Sunday with 
heads held high despite a stop-
page-time goal by Valerin Lo-
boa that handed victory to Co-
lombia, and made short work 
of the credible efforts of the 
Falconets throughout the quar-
ter-final encounter in Łódź.

In an action-packed first 
half, both sides struggled to 
find the breakthrough despite 
creating half-chances. The 
Falconets, who dominated 
set-pieces with several corners 
from Tumininu Adeshina and 
Kafayat Mafisere, came close 
through efforts from Janet Ake-
koromowei, Favour Nkwocha, 
Tosin Rafiu and Onyedikachi 
Ekezie, but the Colombian de-
fence held firm.

Portugal-based forward 
Akekoromowie rocked the 
crossbar with a precise shot 
from the edge of the box in 
the 19th minute, and defender 
Tumininu Adeshina saw her 
terrific shot tipped over the bar 
by goalkeeper Luisa Agudelo in 
the 38th minute.

Nigeria showed more at-
tacking intent throughout but 
lacked the clinical edge in the 
final third. The second half 
was marked by physical battles 
and disciplinary actions, with 
bookings for Sintia Cabezas 
and Juana Ortegon of Colom-
bia, as well as Rebecca Adegbe-
mile for Nigeria. The two-time 
runners-up continued to push 
for the opener, forcing corners 
and testing the Colombian 
goalkeeper through Rafiu and 

JOSE MOURINHO

to third place with seven point 
and a game in hand.

The second Kano team, 
Barau FC, are second on the ta-
ble after a heroic goalless draw 
at Ikorodu City.

They have eight points from 
four games.

It was far from a great week-
end for three home teams – 
Enyimba, Sporting Lagos and 
Kun Khalifat, though.

Visiting Inter Lagos record-
ed their first victory of the new 
season when they upset hosts 
Enyimba by the odd goal.

Record 10-time champions 
Enyimba are rock bottom af-
ter they lost their third straight 
game of the campaign.

Abia Warriors also won on 
the road when they stopped 
Sporting Lagos 2-0 in Lagos 
and hosts Kun Khalifat lost 4-2 
to defending champions Enu-
gu Rangers.

Abia Warriors are 10th on 
the table with five points from 
four matches, while Rangers 
are fifth on seven points from 
three games.

Super Lig goals 
race: Gift Orban 
overtakes 
Osimhen

Gift Orban tonight became 
the joint leading scorer in 
the Turkish Super Lig after 

he scored a goal and made an assist 
for his promoted club Amedspor 
to climb to top of the table.

Gift Orban now has seven goals 
and two assists, same as Mohamed 
Salah of Trabzonspor and ahead of 
Victor Osimhen, who has netted 
six goals and delivered two assists.

Gift Orban opened scoring 
for Amedspor after 13 minutes 
against visiting Besiktas and he 
then made the assist for his team to 
double their lead at 2-0 in the 22nd 
minute.

He thus followed up on his hat-
trick of the previous week.

GIFT ORBAN 

Football Athletics Golf Basketball Tennis Boxing
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Volleyball: Nigeria to face Morocco in Q/finals 
At 2026 African Nations Championship

Okowa hails Nairobi 2029 World Athletics hosting 
rights as win-win for Africa

Nigeria will take on Mo-
rocco in the quarterfi-
nals of the 2026 Afri-

can Men’s Nations Volleyball 
Championship on Monday, 
September 21.

Morocco sealed a place in 
the last eight after beating the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
3-0 (25-20, 25-21, 29-27) in the 
Round of 16 on Saturday, Sep-
tember 19.

Speaking ahead of the tie, 
head coach of Nigeria men’s 
team, Ryan Masajedi identified 
the weakness of his opponents.

Masajedi said Nigeria stands a 
chance of creating an upset and 
progressing to the semi-finals.

He said: “I watched the 
match between Morocco and 
DR Congo in the Round of 16 
with the players and saw their 
weaknesses and their strengths.

“They understand volleyball, 
they play with a system and they 
are consistent,” Masajedi said.

“The North Africans side 
were many points behind, but 
they came back and eventually 
won 3-0.

“I think the serve is very 
important for us. They have a 
problem with their reception” 
he added.

have a lasting impact on athlet-
ics across Africa,” he added.

The AFN President noted that 
Nigeria was proud to have support-
ed Athletics Kenya’s successful bid 
and said the development should 
be embraced by every member of 
the African athletics family.

“AFN is proud to have sup-
ported the Kenyan bid, and we 
are delighted to celebrate this 
achievement with Athletics 
Kenya and the entire African 
athletics family,” Okowa said.

NIGERIA VOLLEYBALL TEAM

CHIEF TONOBOK OKOWA

VICTOR OSIMHEN

BENDEL INSURANCE VS RANCHERS BEES

Super Eagles confirm Osimhen’s 
absence fron AFCON Qualifying

NFF Reform: FIFA, CAF 
begin waiting game after 
Abuja stakeholders’ talks

NPFL 2026/27 MD4: 10-man Bendel Insurance 
succumb to Ranchers Bees 2-1 in Kano

newly promoted Ranch-
ers Bees FC on Saturday in 
Matchday 4 of the Nigeria Pre-
mier Football League (NPFL).

The result came against 

Kehinde Osagiede 

Bendel Insurance Foot-
ball Club, weekend,suf-
fered a 2-1 defeat to 

Senior Vice President of the 
Confederation of African 
Athletics (CAA) and the 

Athletics Federation of Nigeria 
(AFN) has congratulated Athletics 
Kenya on the award of the hosting 
rights for the 2029 World Athletics 
Championships in Nairobi, de-
scribing the decision as a landmark 
moment for Kenya and a major 
victory for African athletics.

AFN President and Senior 
Vice President of the Confed-
eration of African Athletics 
(CAA), Chief Tonobok Okowa, 
expressed delight over Nairobi’s 
successful bid, saying the host-
ing rights represent a “win-win” 
outcome for the continent.

“Congratulations, Athletics 
Kenya. This is a great moment 
for Kenya and, indeed, for the 
whole of Africa,” Okowa said.

“Bringing the World Athlet-
ics Championships to Nairobi 
in 2029 is not just about Kenya 
hosting a global competition. It 
is a victory for African athletics 
and an opportunity to show-
case the enormous talent, pas-
sion and organisational capac-
ity that exist on our continent.”

Okowa also commended 
World Athletics for selecting 
Nairobi, saying the decision 
would open a new chapter for 
the sport in Africa.

“We must commend World 
Athletics for entrusting Nairo-
bi and Kenya with this historic 
responsibility. It is a bold and 
important decision that will 

Super Eagles have con-
firmed unavailability of 
striker Victor Osimhen 

for Nigeria’s double header AF-
CON 2027 Qualifying.

Coach Eric Chelle had listed 
the Galatasaray striker for the 
continental qualifying games 
at home to Madagascar on 25 
September and away to Guinea 
Bissau on 29 September 2026.

However, the Super Eagles’ 
media have reported that Osim-
hen is unavailable for the games 
after missing out on club duties 
on Saturday 19 September 2026.

Eagles’ media officer Prom-
ise Efoghe explained that Osi-
mhen’s absence was down to 
slow recovery from an injury 
sustained two weeks ago while 
playing for Gala.

“Victor Osimhen’s recovery 
from a muscle strain has been 
slower than expected. He was 
included in Nigeria’s squad for 

the AFCON qualifiers because 
Galatasaray and Super Eagles 
technical crew were hopeful he 
would be fit for the Super Lig 
game versus Trabzonspor and 
ready for the international win-
dow,” Promise wrote.

“But his absence from to-
night’s match confirms Gal-
atasary’s correspondence to 
Super Eagles manager Eric 
Chelle that the striker is still re-
covering and will not be ready 
for Nigeria’s matches.”

In the absence of Osimhen 
in Nigeria’s attack for the AF-
CON Qualifying, coach Eric 
Chelle will make do with Akor 
Adams (Venezia FC, Italy); 
Samuel Chukwueze (AC Mi-
lan, Italy); Ademola Lookman 
(Atletico Madrid, Spain); Tolu 
Arokodare (Ajax FC, The Neth-
erlands); George Ilhenikina (Al 
Ittihad, Saudi Arabia); and Mo-
ses Usor (LASK FC, Austria.

The conclusion of the FIFA 
and Confederation of Af-
rican Football (CAF) as-

sessment mission in Nigeria has 
heightened expectations over the 
next phase of the country’s foot-
ball reforms, with stakeholders 
now awaiting a formal position 
from the two governing bodies.

The four-man delegation, 
comprising FIFA officials 
Ahmed Harraz, Rolf Tanner and 
El Hadj Wack Diop, alongside 
CAF Legal Manager Nnaeme-
ka Olu, spent two days in Abuja 
consulting widely on the legal, 
administrative, governance and 
electoral issues surrounding the 
crisis in the Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF). 

The mission followed the Au-

gust 27 resignation of NFF Pres-
ident Ibrahim Gusau, General 
Secretary Mohammed Sanusi 
and members of the Executive 
Committee, which triggered the 
suspension of the federation’s 
electoral process and prompted 
calls for a comprehensive re-
structuring of Nigerian football.

FIFA had earlier made clear 
that the visit was a fact-finding 
and consultation exercise. The 
governing body said the assess-
ment would help it and CAF un-
derstand the circumstances sur-
rounding the leadership changes, 
hear the views of stakeholders 
and determine whether recom-
mendations should subsequently 
be submitted to their competent 
decision-making bodies. 

expectations for the Benin 
Arsenals, who had made an 
impressive start to the new 
season. Insurance went into 
the encounter with confidence 
following their 4-2 home vic-
tory over Kunkalifat FC on 
Sunday.

From the opening whistle 
at the Sani Abacha Stadium 
in Kano, the Benin Arsenals 
put up a strong challenge and 
resisted the hosts effectively, 
with both sides going into the 
break goalless.

Ranchers Bees eventually 
broke the deadlock five min-
utes after the restart, with Jude 
Okorie putting the hosts ahead 
in the 50th minute.

Bendel Insurance remained 
composed despite falling be-
hind and were rewarded for 
their persistence when hard-
working right-back Lekan 
Gabriel drew them level in the 
65th minute.

However, Ranchers Bees 
continued to push for a second 
goal and regained the lead in 
the 76th minute through Zilki-
filu Mohammed, whose strike 
ultimately secured all three 
points for the newly promoted 
side.

Insurance's afternoon took 
another turn for the worse 
in the 80th minute when 
goalscorer Lekan Gabriel was 
sent off following a harsh in-
fringement, leaving the Benin 
Arsenals to finish the game 
with 10 men.

The defeat leaves Bendel 
Insurance on six points from 
their opening four matches of 
the season.

The Benin Arsenals will 
now turn their attention to 
Matchday 5, when they host 
Ikorodu City in Benin on 
Wednesday. The fixture will be 
their first midweek match of 
the new season.


