Okpebholo bags e-govt governor of the year award

RicHARD EWEKA

BENIN CITY

do State Governor, Sena-
Etor Monday Okpebholo,

has been honoured as the
e-Government Governor of the
Year - Digital Transformation
at the Nigeria e-Government
Excellence Awards 2026, in rec-
ognition of his administration’s

strides in advancing digital gov-
ernance and transforming pub-
lic service delivery in the state.
The prestigious award, ac-
cording to the organisers, un-
derscores the growing impact
of the Okpebholo administra-
tion’s digital transformation
initiatives and its commitment
to deploying technology as a
catalyst for efficient, transpar-

ent and accessible governance.

In a letter conveying the
honour to the governor, the
organising committee of the
Nigeria e-Government Excel-
lence Awards said Okpebholo
emerged the winner after the
conclusion of the awards’ vot-
ing exercise on August 15, 2026.

The organisers said the out-
come reflected the confidence

and endorsement of 11,361
unique voters who participated
in the exercise.

The recognition was not,
however, limited to the gover-
nor, as Edo State recorded an
impressive sweep across six
additional categories, further
highlighting the state’s growing
profile in digital governance
and technology-driven public

administration.

Among the other awards
won by Edo State were Best
State Business Enabling En-
vironment Award; Best State
Social Service Digitalisation
Award; Public Sector CEO
e-Government (State) Award;
State Digital Transformation
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Tinubu declares reforms on track
as Nigeria’s GDP hits 4.43%

TaLBORT HOPE

ABUJA

resident Bola Tinubu has
Pdescribed Nigerias 4.43
per cent Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth in the
second quarter of 2026 as a ma-
jor indication that the econom-
ic reforms of his administration
are beginning to produce visi-
ble results.
The President’s reaction fol-
lowed the latest GDP report

released by the National Bu-
reau of Statistics (NBS), which
showed that the Nigerian econ-
omy expanded by 4.43 per cent
in Q2 2026, representing a
modest improvement over the
4.23 per cent growth recorded
in the corresponding quarter of
2025.

The development places
renewed attention on the gov-
ernment’s economic reform
programme, which has faced
criticism over its effect on the

purchasing power and living
conditions of millions of Nige-
rians.

According to the NBS fig-
ures, the latest growth was
driven by performances across
major sectors of the economy,
including agriculture, man-
ufacturing, oil and gas and
services. The services sector
retained its position as the larg-
est contributor to the country’s
aggregate economic output.

In nominal terms, Nigeria’s

GDP also recorded a substan-
tial increase, rising to N119.27
trillion in the second quarter
of 2026 from N100.7 trillion
recorded in Q2 2025. The in-
crease represents an 18.43 per
cent growth in nominal GDP.
Reacting to the figures in a
statement issued by his Spe-
cial Adviser on Information
and Strategy, Bayo Onanuga,
in Abuja, Tinubu said the latest
performance was evidence that
the difficult decisions taken by

his administration were grad-
ually stabilising the Nigerian
economy.

The President said his ad-
ministration had spent the
past three years implementing
reforms considered necessary
to reposition the economy and
establish the foundation for
sustainable growth.

“Now the economy is sta-
bilised, and we have laid the
foundation for a prosperous
nation,” Tinubu said.

He maintained that the re-
forms were not introduced to
deliberately inflict hardship on
Nigerians but were aimed at
creating an economic structure
capable of delivering sustaina-
ble prosperity.

Tinubu said the latest eco-
nomic indicators had strength-
ened his administration’s belief
that the Renewed Hope Agen-
da was producing measurable
results.

“The results of the efforts
are becoming very clear to all:
The Renewed Hope Agenda is
working,” he said.
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PRESENTATION OF AWARD AND 2026 HAJJ REPORT:
From right: Governor Monday Okpebholo; HRH Mallam Ali D. Sulayman, the Oghieaga of Ivbie; Mallam Musa Muhammad
Uduimoh, Chairman, Edo State Muslim Pilgrims Welfare Board; and Alhaji Eranga Abdulkabir Muhammadkabir, Executive Secretary,
Edo State Muslim Pilgrims Welfare Board, during the presentation of the Board’s 2026 Hajj report and the NAHCON award to Edo

State.

Okpebholo constitutes
26-member Muslim

Pilgrims Welfare Board
—Pg 2

Governor Okpebholo
mourns Chief Dan
Osi Orbih

—Pg 3

FG destroys 1,419 illicit
weapons, recovers
5,449 firearms in 2026

Edo Assembly extends
legislative session

by 11 days

RAayMOND OSOGBE

BENIN CITY

he Edo State House of
I Assembly has extended
its legislative calendar by
11 days to enable the lawmak-
ers conclude pending legisla-
tive business before the end of

the current session.

The decision was taken yes-
terday during plenary in Benin
City following a motion moved
by the House Majority Leader,
Hon. Ojezelle Osezua Sunday,
representing Esan South-East
Constituency.

Ojezelle told the House that
the extension had become im-
perative due to the volume of
legislative matters still await-
ing consideration, stressing

—Pg 7

that the additional sitting days
would provide the lawmakers
with sufficient time to deal with
the outstanding issues.

He explained that the 11-day
extension would bring the total
number of plenary sessions to
62 in the last quarter of the cur-
rent legislative session.

The Majority Leader empha-
sised that the extension was not
being sought for convenience
or as a matter of routine, but
was necessitated by the need to
complete important legislative
assignments before the session
comes to an end.

The motion was seconded
by Hon. Okogbe Donald, rep-
resenting Akoko-Edo II Con-
stituency.

Other lawmakers who con-
tributed to the debate also

CONTINUES ON PG 2»

Sexual assaults
happening almost every
day in Ceuta, says
prosecutors
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Okpebholo constitutes 26-member Muslim Pilgrims Welfare Board

BERNADETTE IDALU

BENIN CITY

do State Governor, Sena-
Etor Monday Okpebholo,
has approved the con-
stitution of a 26-member Edo
State Muslim Pilgrims Welfare
Board, with Alhaji Musa Udui-
mo appointed as Chairman.
The appointment, which
is aimed at strengthening the
administration and welfare of
Muslim pilgrims in the state,
was contained in a Government
Special Announcement issued

by the Secretary to the State
Government, Umar Musa Ikh-
ilor, Esq., on August 31, 2026.
Abdulkabir M. Eranga was
appointed Secretary of the board.
Other members are Alha-
ji Abdul Aziz Igbinidu, Hajia
Usenat Audu Esohe, Alhaji
Musa Isiwele, Hajiya Rabi Abi-
ri, Ahmed Evbareke, Mallam
Naasir Usman, Sheikh Sira-
judeen Muhammed, Mallam
Omosa Shittu Musa and Sheikh
Abdul-Ali Abdulqadir Momoh.
Others are Mallam Ismail
Ibrahim, Alhaji Muhammed

Otokiti, Alhaji Buhari Aideghe-
se, Mallam Abdullahi Aminu,
Hajia Zuliatu Bello Osagie,
Adams Inusa Oshiokhambhele,
Sanni Muhammad, Mulikat
Iyoha Oare, Mallam Uthman
Abu, Mallam Hassan Mahadi,
Alhaji Prince Isah Momodu,

Mallam Mukhtar Abdulkadir,
Prince Afe Aliru Momoh, Ab-
dul Rahman Momodu JP and
Arc. Mamud Oyarelemi.

The new board is expected
to coordinate matters relating
to Muslim pilgrimage in Edo
State, with particular attention

to the welfare, organisation and
effective representation of pil-
grims from the state.

The government announce-
ment stated that the board
would be inaugurated by Gov-
ernor Okpebholo on a date to
be announced later.

The constitution of the board
is expected to provide a re-
newed institutional framework
for the coordination of pilgrim-
age activities and the welfare of
Muslim faithful participating
in pilgrimage programmes
through the state.

Tinubu declares reforms on...
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The President cited Nigeria's
reported trade surpluses, im-
proved foreign reserves, strong-
er credit ratings and increased
infrastructure investments as
evidence of what he described as
a gradual economic turnaround.

He further disclosed that the
country’s oil and gas production
had continued to improve, while
investors who previously with-
drew from the Nigerian market
were beginning to return.

“Because of those tough de-
cisions, today Nigeria has trade
surpluses. Our foreign reserves
are at their highest in 17 years,”
Tinubu said.

He also pointed to ongoing

investments in roads, railways
and major highways as part of
efforts to strengthen the coun-
try’s infrastructure and support
economic activities.

Beyond the headline GDP
figures, Tinubu highlighted
developments in education and
access to credit as other areas
where his administration be-
lieved its policies were begin-
ning to have an impact.

He noted that universities had
continued academic activities
without the prolonged strikes
that had disrupted the education
system in previous years, while
the Nigeria Education Loan
Fund (NELFUND) was expand-
ing access to higher education
through student loans.

l. b ‘E_‘_. g

FELLOWSHIP SESSION:

The Speaker, Edo State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. Yekini Idaiyi, (8th from left) Flanked on his left by Hon Sunday Ojiezele, Majority Leader of
the House and Alhaji Yahaya Omogbai, Clerk of the house. From the right of the Speaker is Rt. Hon. Atu Evbaguehita, Deputy Speaker of the

House and Hon. Eric Allison Okaka. Far right is Hon. Donald Okogbe and Hon. Bright lyamu in a group photograph with members and staff of
the house, during the monthly prayer fellowship session of the Edo State House of Assembly...yesterday.

PHOTO: GODWIN ISEGUAN
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Champion Award; and Digi-
tal Inclusion & Rural Access
(Healthcare) Award.

The multiple recognitions
placed Edo among the leading
states in the country in the de-
ployment of digital solutions to
improve governance, strengthen
public institutions and expand
access to essential services.

Other Edo State personalities
and institutions recognised by
the organisers include the Edo
State Health Insurance Com-
mission; Lucky Enemah-Enegb-
heni; Edo State Information and
Communications  Technology
Agency (EdoICTA); Edo Health-
care Regulation and Monitoring
Agency (EDOHRMA); and Dr.
Anthony Osas Okungbowa, who
was named Public Sector CIO/
CTO of the Year (State).

The honours are expected
to further reinforce the state
governments  digitalisation
drive, particularly its efforts to
modernise public institutions
and make government servic-
es more accessible to citizens
through technology.

The award ceremony is
scheduled to hold on Septem-
ber 10, 2026, at the Radisson
Blu Hotel, Ikeja, Lagos, where
Governor Okpebholo and oth-
er award recipients will be for-
mally honoured.

The recognition comes as
Edo continues to deepen its
digital governance architec-
ture, with technology increas-
ingly becoming a key instru-
ment in the administration’s
efforts to improve service de-
livery, strengthen institutional
efficiency and create a more
responsive government.

Okpebholo commends 2026 Hajj performance,
pledges support for 2027 exercise

BENIN CITY

do State Governor, Sena-
Etor Monday Okpebholo,
has commended the Edo
State Muslim Pilgrims Welfare
Board for what he described as
its outstanding performance
during the 2026 Hajj exercise,
assuring the board of his admin-
istration’s continued support for
a successful 2027 pilgrimage.
Governor Okpebholo gave
the commendation on Tues-
day when he received the re-
port of the 2026 Hajj exercise
from the leadership of the Edo
State Muslim Pilgrims Wel-
fare Board at the Government
House, Benin City.
The governor, who said he
personally followed the activ-
ities of the pilgrims and the

board throughout the pilgrim-
age, congratulated the team
on the award presented to Edo
State by the National Hajj Com-
mission of Nigeria (NAHCON)
in recognition of its patience,
perseverance and outstanding
coordination.

“I congratulate you for the
award. I think you have done
very well because I followed up
everything,” the governor said.

Okpebholo urged the board
to commence preparations for
the 2027 Hajj early, assuring it
of the necessary support from
his administration to consoli-
date the gains recorded during
the 2026 exercise.

“I urge you to begin early with
the preparation for the 2027
Hajj exercise. You will have my
support in everything that is re-

quired to improve on it. I know
you will do better;” he said.

The report was presented by
a delegation led by the Amirul
Hajj, HRH Mallam Ali D. Sulay-
man, the Oghieaga of Ivbie. Oth-
er members of the delegation in-
cluded the Chairman of the Edo
State Muslim Pilgrims Welfare
Board, Mallam Musa Muham-
mad Uduimoh, and the Exec-
utive Secretary, Alhaji Eranga
Abdulkabir Muhammadkabir.

Presenting the report, the
Amirul Hajj expressed appreci-
ation to Governor Okpebholo
for his continued support for
the welfare of Muslims and pil-
grims in the state.

He described the 2026 Hajj
as successful, attributing part of
the achievement to the support
and logistics provided by the

state government.

“Your Excellency, we are here
to present the report for the
2026 Hajj in preparation for the
2027 Hajj. We had a good Hajj.
Edo State won an award from
the National Hajj Commission
of Nigeria in recognition of its
patience, perseverance and out-
standing coordination,” he said.

HRH Ali D. Sulayman spe-
cifically commended the gover-
nor for improving transporta-
tion arrangements for pilgrims,
noting that the state govern-
ment had provided vehicles to
convey pilgrims between Benin
and Lagos during the previous
Hajj exercise.

According to him, the trans-
portation support was expand-
ed during the 2026 pilgrimage,
with government vehicles con-
veying pilgrims from Lagos to
their respective senatorial dis-
tricts.

Edo Assembly extends legislative...

{CONTINUED FROM PG 1

supported the proposal, not-
ing the importance of giving
adequate attention to bills and
other matters pending before
the House.

When the motion was put
to vote, it was overwhelmingly
adopted by the lawmakers.

In a related development, the
House, by a majority decision,
resolved to permanently stand
down the Constituency and
Other Agencies Bill, which was
scheduled for second reading.

The lawmakers also stepped

down a bill seeking to estab-
lish the Edo State Secondary
School Board.

The motion to step down
the bill was moved by Hon.
Okogbe Donald and seconded
by Hon. Asosere, representing
Ikpoba-Okha Constituency.

The sitting was later brought
to a close following a motion for
adjournment moved by Hon.
Agabi Kingsley and seconded
by the House Minority Leader,
Hon. Natasha Osawaru Idibia.

The House subsequently ad-
journed plenary to Monday,
September 7, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.

NEPL/Seplat JV to train 500 Edo teachers, targets improved
learning outcomes

BENIN CITY

he NNPC Exploration

I and Production Limited

(NEPL)/Seplat  Energy

Joint Venture has announced

plans to train 500 teachers

across Edo State as part of ef-

forts to strengthen teaching

capacity and improve learning
outcomes in schools.

The initiative was disclosed
in Benin City by Chioma Afe,
Director, External Affairs and
Social Performance, Seplat En-

ergy Plc, who was represented
by Esther Icha, General Manag-
er, Corporate Social Investment
and Social Performance, dur-
ing the onboarding workshop
for the 2026 Seplat Teachers
Empowerment Programme
(STEP).

The 2026 STEP programme
represents a significant expan-
sion of the initiative, which over
the past six years has trained
more than 2,000 teachers and
education evaluators across
Edo, Delta and Imo states.

Under the latest pro-
gramme, 500 teachers drawn
from schools across Edo State
will participate in the capaci-
ty-building initiative designed
to equip educators with con-
temporary  teaching  skills,
learning resources and profes-
sional development opportu-
nities.

Afe said the Seplat Energy JV
remained committed to invest-
ing in education because of its
critical role in nation-building,
noting that teachers had a ma-
jor responsibility in shaping the
future of young people.

“Seplat is very committed to
education. Its critical to nation
building, and everybody that is
here has contributed in one way
or the other to the life of one
student or one child,” she said.

She explained that the rapid
changes taking place in educa-
tion, including evolving curric-
ula, technology and teaching
methodologies, made continu-
ous professional development
essential for teachers.

“Education is changing daily.
This programme is to equip you
with what you need to meet the
changing trends,” Afe said.
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PenCom engages Lagos Govt over delayed pension
increases for GPS retirees

AYENOMOH WINNER
ALUKHEIL, OGBUNKWU
NKkEM EVELYN AND SULE
OSAGIE MARVELLOUS

he National Pension
Commission, PenCom,

has commenced dis-

cussions with the Lagos State
Government and the Lagos
State Pension Commission,
LASPEC, over delays in the
payment of pension increases
and wage awards to retirees
under the Contributory Pen-
sion Scheme, CPS.

PenCom disclosed this in
a statement on Monday, fol-

lowing protests by pensioners
in Lagos who raised concerns
over the delay in implementing
approved adjustments to their
benefits.

Members of the Nigeria
Union of Pensioners and CPS
retirees had staged a protest
at Lagos House and the La-
gos State House of Assembly

in Ikeja on Monday. They de-
manded the payment of pen-
sion increases, wage awards,
outstanding arrears and other
benefits.

The protest turned tense af-
ter police officers reportedly
fired tear gas to disperse some
of the demonstrators.

In its response, PenCom
said it recognised the impor-
tance of ensuring that retirees
receive all benefits due to them
and acknowledged concerns

W'
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PLENARY SESSION:

Hon. Sunday Aghedo, member representing Ovia South West Constituency, Edo State House of Assembly (left) and Hon. Addeh Isibor member
representing Esan North East Constituency 1 during the House Plenary Session recently.

PHOTO GODWIN ISEGUAN

arising from the delay.

“PenCom recognises the
importance of ensuring that
retirees receive all benefits le-
gitimately due to them and ap-
preciates the concerns arising
from delays in the implemen-
tation of any approved pension
adjustments,” the Commission
stated.

According to the regulator,
engagements are ongoing with
the Lagos State Government
and LASPEC on the adminis-
tration of pensions under the
CPS, particularly the extension

of appropriate adjustments to
eligible retirees.

“PenCom has engaged with
the Lagos State Government
and the Lagos State Pension
Commission on matters relat-
ed to administering pensions
under the CPS, including the
need to extend appropriate
pension adjustments to eligible
CPS retirees,” it said.

PenCom explained that im-
plementing pension increases
under the CPS involves several
processes before payment can
be made.

Entertainers face widening insurance protection gap

OSEMUDIAMHEN  FAITH,
NKEM EVELYN AND DAVID
MIRACLE

ehind the applause, red
Bcarpets and sold-out

shows, Nigerian enter-
tainers are navigating a silent
crisis: low insurance coverage
amid high health, financial and
professional risks.

From musicians and ac-
tors to DJs, visual artists and
film crews, practitioners face
frequent travel, expensive
equipment, irregular income
and unpredictable health chal-
lenges. Yet insurance adoption
across the industry remains
abysmally low.

Stakeholders

blame poor

awareness, misconceptions and a
culture that prioritises treatment
over prevention for the gap.

Veteran Juju musician, Sir
Shina Peters, said a medical
scare forced him to rethink his
approach to health.

“At a point in my career, the
Medical Doctors Association
advised that I reduce or stop per-
forming because the level of per-
formance and workload had be-
come a significant health risk,” he
told the News Agency of Nigeria.

“That experience made me
take my health and wellbeing
much more seriously. As part of
the measures I adopted, I em-
braced health insurance, along-
side having access to exclusive
and consistent healthcare”

Peters, who described his

experience with insurers as
positive, urged colleagues to
prioritise preventive healthcare
and regular medical checks.
He also called on insurers to
design products tailored to the
peculiar risks of entertainers.

The National President
of the Actors Guild of Nige-
ria, Alhaji Abubakar Yakubu,
said only 40 per cent of AGN
members have enrolled in the
guilds Health Maintenance
Organisation scheme.

The guild also operates
group accident and “onset” in-
surance for film productions,
which covers cast and crew
during shooting. He said it was
made compulsory by linking it
to registration and validation.

Yakubu attributed low HMO

uptake to poor attitudes to-
ward preventive care, noting
that members could use it for
routine checks even when not
ill. He announced plans for
another sensitisation drive to
boost enrolment.

He cited past difficulties
in claiming benefits after the
death of a member and an ex-
ecutive because the cases fell
outside policy terms, under-
scoring the need for indus-
try-specific products.

“Health is wealth. Don’t wait
until you are broken down be-
fore you begin to know that
you must manage your health,”
Yakubu said. He recommended
quarterly medical checks and
short-term cover for film pro-
ductions.

Governor Okpebholo mourns
Chief Dan Osi Orbih

do State Governor Sena-
Etor Monday Okpebholo
has expressed deep con-
dolences to the Orbih family on
the loss of their son, Chief Dan
Osi Orbih, Chairman of the
Governing Council of Ambrose
Alli University, Ekpoma, de-
scribing him as a bridge-builder
and a voice of reason.
Reflecting on his dedication
to institutional leadership and
educational excellence, the
governor described Orbih's
death as a significant loss to his
family, Edo State, and the uni-
versity community.

The governor, described

Chief Orbih as an astute po-

litical leader and in his service
as AAU Governing Coun-
cil Chairman, Chief Orbih

demonstrated unwavering
commitment to advancing the
university's developmental

agenda and played an instru-
mental role in strengthening
ties between the state govern-
ment and the institution.

Governor Okpebholo
prayed that the Almighty
would grant the family, friends,
and colleagues the fortitude to
bear this loss, and that Chief
Orbih's legacy of service would
continue to inspire generations
of students and educators in
Edo State.

DAN OSI ORBIH

EFCC dismisses over 40 officials for corruption, charges several others in court

OGBUNKWU NKEM EVELYN

ABUJA

r I Yhe Economic and Finan-
cial Crime Commssion
has dismissed over 40
officials for corruption, charges
several others in court.

This was disclosed by Ola
Olukoyede who spoke to jour-
nalists on Monday at the EFCC
headquarters in Abuja during a
media briefing on the agency’s
scorecard since he assumed
leadership.

He disclosed that the com-
mission had also initiated
court cases against more than
five of the affected workers.

“In the past two and a half
to three years of my leadership,
I have ordered the termina-
tion of over 40 staff members
on grounds of corruption and
financial misconduct. More
than five of them are currently
undergoing prosecution,” Olu-
koyede stated.

“When we apprehend peo-
ple from other government
bodies for the same offences,
investigate them, and arraign
them, why should we simply
remove someone within our
own ranks without also taking
legal action?”

The EFCC boss said some
of the sacked personnel are al-

ready standing trial, while case
files for the others are being
prepared for arraignment.

“You can track those pro-
ceedings in court; they are
matters of public record,” he
added.

Olukoyede further announced
that the commission's former De-
partment of Internal Affairs has
been renamed the Department of
Ethics and Integrity.

According to him, the
change was designed to signal
the agency’s resolve to pursue
“internal house-cleaning” and
uphold higher standards.

He explained that the new
department will focus on pre-

vention, compliance monitor-
ing, and enforcing professional
conduct among staff.

“We cannot credibly fight
graft outside if we tolerate it
inside. This renaming is de-
liberate to show we are serious
about integrity;” he said.

The chairman revealed that
the EFCC has rolled out a gift
policy for all employees as part
of broader reforms to strength-
en transparency.

Under the new rules, per-
sonnel will be required to de-
clare assets above a prescribed
value, including donations and
gifts received from relatives liv-
ing abroad.

Troops destroy 21 illegal
refineries, recover 696,800 litres

OSAHENIRO OFUWENGBE

ABUJA

igerian troops have dis-
mantled 21 illegal re-
fining sites and recov-

ered more than 696,800 litres of
petroleum products during op-
erations against crude oil theft
and illegal refining activities in
the Niger Delta.

The Defence Headquar-
ters disclosed this on Monday,
August 31, 2026, during its
monthly operational briefing
in Abuja. The operations were
conducted throughout August
as part of the military’s efforts
to protect the country’s critical
petroleum assets and disrupt
activities described as econom-
ic sabotage.

According to the Director
of Defence Media Operations,
Major General Michael Onoja,
troops operating under Op-
eration Delta Safe sustained

coordinated operations against
kidnapping, arms trafficking,
crude oil theft, illegal bunker-
ing and illegal refining across
Bayelsa, Edo, Delta and Rivers
states.

The military said the opera-
tions resulted in the arrest of 43
criminals and the rescue of 38
civilians. Troops also targeted
illegal refining camps, crude
oil storage facilities, waterways
and other locations allegedly
being used by oil thieves and
operators of illegal refineries.

In Rivers State, troops dis-
mantled three reactivated
illegal refining sites in the
Ogba-Egbema-Ndoni axis be-
tween August 1 and 2. The op-
eration led to the recovery of
about 61,000 litres of suspect-
ed stolen petroleum products,
comprising 43,000 litres of
suspected stolen crude oil and
18,000 litres of illegally refined
Automotive Gas Oil.
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INEC rejects NDC claim of candidate ‘smuggling’

CAROLINE AMEH

BENIN CITY

he Independent Nation-
I al Electoral Commission
(INEC) has dismissed
allegations by the Nigeria
Democratic Congress (NDC)
that its officials manipulated
the party’s candidate list for the
2027 general elections.

INEC described the allega-
tion as false, particularly the
claim that some candidates
were allegedly inserted into
the party’s list for State House

of Assembly constituencies in
Anambra State.

The commission said its
electronic and documentary
records could establish how the
disputed names were submit-
ted and uploaded to its candi-
date nomination platform.

INEC’s Chief Press Secre-
tary and Media Adviser to the
Chairman, Adedayo Oketola,
made the clarification while
speaking with journalists in
Abuja.

Oketola said political par-
ties, rather than INEC, are re-

sponsible for nominating can-
didates and submitting their
particulars to the commission.
He stressed that the com-
mission has no legal authority
to nominate candidates for
political parties or replace can-
didates validly nominated in
accordance with the law.
“Similarly, the commission
does not possess the legal au-
thority to select a candidate for
a political party or substitute
its own preferred candidate for
a person validly nominated by
a political party in accordance

with the law;” he said

According to Oketola, polit-
ical parties submit candidates’
details through the INEC can-
didate nomination portal using
access credentials provided to
them by the commission.

He explained that activities
carried out on the portal are
electronically recorded, cre-
ating a digital trail through
which the source and history of
entries can be established.

He therefore urged the NDC
and other stakeholders to rely
on verifiable electronic and

NEWS BRIEFING:
Director Defence Media Operations, Maj.-Gen. Michael Onoja, exchanging pleasantries with newsmen after the end of the
month news briefing by the director on the operational successes of the armed forces across the nation, in Abuja on Tuesday.

documentary evidence rather
than speculation when inves-
tigating how particular candi-
dates’ names appeared on the
platform.

“The allegation that officials
of the commission introduced
or ‘smuggled’ candidates into
the NDC'’s list is not a matter
that should be determined by
speculation,” Oketola said.

He added that records re-
lating to the affected constit-
uencies could be examined to
establish the facts.

The commission also ex-
plained that monitoring a po-
litical party’s primary does not
confer on INEC the power to
determine who emerges as the
party’s candidate.

Oketola said disputes arising
from party primaries, appeals
or attempts to alter nomina-
tions must be handled in ac-
cordance with the Electoral Act
2026 and other relevant laws.

He maintained that INEC
could not assume the role of a
political party by selecting can-
didates or disregarding the stat-
utory requirements governing
nominations and submission of
candidates.

Reacting specifically to the
allegation that INEC officials

obtained Form EC9 directly
from individual aspirants and
uploaded their details without
the authorisation of the NDC,
Oketola described the claim as
serious.

He said the relevant records
would be examined and chal-
lenged the party to provide
evidence against any specific
INEC official alleged to have
been involved.

“Any credible allegation of
misconduct by an official of the
commission will be investigat-
ed in accordance with estab-
lished procedures,” he said.

The commission reiterated
that it had no interest in de-
termining which individuals
emerge as candidates of politi-
cal parties.

Oketola said INEC’s respon-
sibility was to administer elec-
tions impartially and in accord-
ance with the Constitution,
Electoral Act and applicable
regulations.

He further reminded politi-
cal parties that they are respon-
sible for ensuring that their
internal nomination process-
es, appeals and submission of
candidates through the INEC
portal comply with the law and
prescribed timelines.

R587bn wiped off Nigerian stock market in August

SULE OSAGIE MARVELLOUS

ABUJA

igerids equities market
closed August on a weak-
er note, shedding about

N587 billion in market capitalisa-
tion as a transition to faster trade
settlement,  profit-taking and
cautious foreign participation
weighed on investor sentiment.
Market capitalisation fell from
N158.326 trillion at the beginning
of the month to N157.739 trillion
at the close of trading, while the
NGX All-Share Index declined
by 1,08429 points, represent-
ing a 044 per cent drop, from
245,283.68 to 244,199.39 points.

Trading during the month
was largely bearish, with the
market recording 13 losing ses-
sions and only seven sessions of
gains out of 20 trading days.

However, the headline loss at
the end of August does not fully
capture the scale of the market’s
volatility during the month.
The equities market reached a
near-record level of 248,529.75
points on August 10 before
a sharp reversal triggered by
profit-taking in major stocks.

The sell-off intensified over
the following days, wiping
about N5.9 trillion from mar-
ket capitalisation between Au-
gust 10 and August 21. BUA

Foods and MTN Nigeria were
among the major stocks that
contributed significantly to the
decline during the period.

By August 21, the All-Share
Index had fallen to 239,351.16
points, its lowest level since July
8, before the market staged a
late recovery.

A major factor behind the
market’s difficult month was Ni-
geria’s transition from the tradi-
tional T+2 settlement system to
T+1, which took effect on June
1, 2026. Under the new arrange-
ment, securities transactions
are completed one business day
after execution instead of two.

The reform is designed to re-

duce settlement risk, improve
market efficiency and bring Ni-
gerias capital market closer to in-
ternational standards. However,
its implementation placed addi-
tional pressure on brokers, cus-
todians, banks and international
investors to adjust their funding
and operational procedures.

Analysts noted that some
investors faced concerns over
pre-funding requirements and
uncertainty surrounding settle-
ment-related debit alerts. These
issues contributed to caution
among foreign institutional
investors, whose participation
remained relatively subdued
during the month.

Military intensifies crackdown on oil theft, deactivates
21 illegal refining sites, recovers 696,800 liter of crude

ABUJA

e Nigerian military has
intensified its operations
against crude oil theft and il-

legal oil refining activities across the
country, deactivating 21 illegal re-
fining sites and recovering 696,800
litres of stolen crude oil, according
to the Defence Headquarters.

The development was dis-
closed by the Defence Head-
quarters as part of the military’s
ongoing efforts to protect the
nation’s critical oil infrastruc-
ture, disrupt criminal networks
involved in oil theft and deny
economic saboteurs access to

the country’s natural resources.
The military said the opera-
tions were conducted in different
areas identified as hotspots for
crude oil theft and illegal refining,
with troops targeting facilities and
locations allegedly being used
by criminal elements to siphon
crude oil and process it illegally.
According to the DHQ, the
latest operations demonstrate the
military’s continued commitment
to tackling activities that threaten
Nigerias economy and under-
mine legitimate oil production.
Illegal oil refining and crude
oil theft have remained major
concerns in the Niger Delta,

where criminal groups have
continued to exploit pipelines
and other oil infrastructure to
steal petroleum resources.

The activities have not only
resulted in significant revenue
losses for the country but have
also contributed to environ-
mental degradation in several
oil-producing communities.

The military’s operations
have therefore focused on iden-
tifying and dismantling illegal
refining facilities, recovering
stolen petroleum products and
disrupting the supply networks
supporting the illicit trade.

The recovery of 696,800 li-

tres of stolen crude oil repre-
sents another major seizure by
security forces in their ongo-
ing campaign against oil theft.

Troops also continued to
conduct surveillance and pa-
trols around vulnerable oil
infrastructure to prevent crim-
inal groups from returning to
areas where illegal activities
had previously been disrupted.

The DHQ said the opera-
tions form part of broader ef-
forts by the armed forces and
other security agencies to im-
prove security around oil-pro-
ducing communities and safe-
guard national assets.

$947m July remittances
highest monthly inflow — CBN

SULE OSAGIE MARVELLOUS

ABUJA

e Central Bank of Nigeria

T?CBN) says the country re-

corded 947 million dollars

in remittance inflows through In-

ternational Money Transfer Op-
erators (IMTOs) in July.

The Governor of the CBN,
Olayemi Cardoso, said this in
a statement by the corporate
communications  department
on Sunday in Abuja.

According to Cardoso, the
July remittances were the highest
monthly inflow ever recorded
through formal channels and ap-
proaching the one billion dollars
monthly target set by the CBN.

“IMTO inflows reached 3.8
billion dollars in the first seven
months of 2026, 50.2 per cent
higher than the same period in
2025, pointing to a significant
strengthening in flows through
formal channels.

“The increase follows a series
of reforms by the CBN aimed at
making formal remittance chan-
nels more competitive, transpar-
ent and accessible.

“These include a move to a
more market-determined ex-
change rate, reforms to the reg-
ulatory framework for IMTOs,
and the introduction of the
Non-Resident Bank Verification
Number (NRBVN),” he said.

He said that the apex bank also
embarked on closer engagement
with IMTOs, banks, and Nigeri-
an diaspora communities.

“More recently, the CBN has
strengthened requirements for
remittance transactions to be
routed through designated set-
tlement accounts with author-

ised dealer banks,” he said.

He said that the significance
extended beyond the headline
figure.

According to the CBN gov-
ernor, increasing diaspora flows
through formal channels boosts
foreign-exchange liquidity and
transparency, supports house-

holds and investment, and
strengthens Nigeria’s external
financing position.

“When we set a clear ambi-
tion to reach one billion dollars
a month in remittance inflows
through formal channels near-
ly two years ago, some people
thought we were dreaming,

“At 947 million dollars in July,
we are now approaching that
milestone,” he said.

Cardoso said that while in-
dividual monthly figures would
naturally vary, the CBN’s focus
was on the broader trajectory
and on sustaining the shift to-
wards formal channels.

He said that the significant
increase in inflows recorded so
far in 2026 pointed to the grow-
ing impact of reforms designed
to make formal remittance
channels more competitive, ac-
cessible and transparent.

He said that the CBN was
building on this momentum
by deepening engagement
with Nigerian diaspora com-
munities and financial-sector
partners across key remittance
corridors.

“As part of its wider interna-
tional engagements, the Bank
will continue to use opportu-
nities in major global financial
centres to engage diaspora
communities, IMTOs, banks
and other stakeholders.
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Ogbe residents call for govt intervention to save 40-year-old
drainage @ as flood disaster looms

BENIN CITY

oncerned residents of
Akenzua, Omomo, Isi-
bor streets and other

parts of Ogbe Community
around the Samuel Ogbemu-

dia Stadium have raised an
alarm over the impending
environmental danger that
lies ahead in the area, follow-
ing the alleged encroachment
on the major drainage right
of way by some unpatriotic

neighbours.

The Ogbe residents who
spoke with our Correspond-
ent on condition of anonym-
ity, said that some persons
who claimed to be commu-
nity leaders have allegedly

acquired or sold a large por-
tion of government freeland,
reserved for the storm water
infrastructure built over 40
years ago by the Dr Samuel
Osaigbovo Ogbemudia's ad-
ministration, raising fears of

PRESENTATION:
Chairman, Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission (ICPC), Dr Musa Aliyu (M); presenting a souvenir to the Cultural
Counselor of Chinese Embassy in Nigeria and Director of China Cultural Centre in Nigeria, Counselor Yang Jianxing (L); during the ICPC /Anti-
Corruption Academy of Nigeria (ACAN) third International Diploma Dialogue in Abuja on Monday (31/8/26). With them is the Provost of ACAN,
Prof. Sheriff Ibrahim.

Bwari residents seek completion of Zango, Kogo road projects

ABUJA

ome residents of Zango
Sand Kogo communities

in Bwari Area Council,
FCT have appealed to the
district administration to ex-
pedite work on ongoing road
construction projects in the
communities.

The residents made the ap-
peal in separate interviews
with newsmen on Tuesday in
Bwari, Abuja.

The residents while laud-
ing the government’s efforts
to develop the areas after
years of neglect noted that the
quick completion of the roads
would ease movement and
improve livelihoods.

A resident of Zango commu-
nity, Mallam Buhari Aminu, a

tailor in the area, said the pro-
longed construction had wors-
ened commuting.

According to him, motor-
ists and commercial motor-
cyclists now spend more time
and money navigating alter-
native routes or portions of
the road under construction.

He said: “The situation has
affected activities in the com-
munity, especially for some of
us business owners, because
our customers now find it dif-
ficult to access us, so business
has slowed down.”

Aminu appealed to the
contractors handling the
projects to increase the pace
of work, and urged them to
ensure that the roads were
completed to the required
standard to avoid the need for

sudden repairs.

He, however, commended
the present administration of
the council for initiating the
road project, adding that its
completion would improve ac-
cessibility, boost economic ac-
tivities, and enhance the qual-
ity of life in Zango community.

Another resident of the
community, Mrs Rita Felix,
urged relevant stakeholders
to closely monitor the ongo-
ing project.

This, she said, was to en-
sure that contractors remained
committed to agreed timelines
and addressed challenges slow-
ing down the construction.

“This is so that the situation
would not end up frustrating
residents rather than earning
applause for the government’s

efforts,” Felix said.

Similarly, Mr Matthew
Ikenna, a business owner in
Kogo II community, said the
slow pace of work had made
movement difficult for both
residents and commuters.

Ikenna expressed concern
over the effect of the pro-
longed construction on ve-
hicles, saying motorists were
spending more on fuel and
repairs due to the frequent
use of alternative roads and
sometimes rough routes.

He said: “This road is al-
most as if it has been aban-
doned. Work started during
the last administration and it
is yet to be completed.

“It has made movement so
difficult, particularly during
and after the rains."

obstructing to the Benin wa-
ter storm infrastructure could
have serious flood disaster in
Benin City.

They appealed to the rele-
vant agencies and Edo State
Government to urgently in-
tervene and save the major
drainage network construct-
ed decades ago during the
administration of the late
Dr. Samuel Ogbemudia, then
Governor of the former Ben-
del State.

According to the residents,
the drainage system serves as a
major channel for the evacua-
tion of storm water in the area
for more than 40 years, with
several other drainage chan-
nels connected to the location
now being encroached upon.

They further alleged that
an attempt was recently made
to sink a borehole on the dis-
puted portion of land, but
unfortunately their borehole
machine could not penetrate

the concrete structure cover-
ing the waterway which indi-
cates that there exists a critical
drainage infrastructure be-
neath the surface.

It was gathered that, Edo
State authorities responsible
for the protection of govern-
ment property, have made
some arrests in connection
with the alleged encroach-
ment, but it looks like the per-
petrators are influential.

The community is calling
for a more comprehensive in-
vestigation and intervention
to protect the drainage corri-
dor and stop the activities that
could jeopardize the govern-
ment erosion control systems
and to avert possible flood
disaster.

The residents are also ap-
pealing to the state govern-
ment to investigate the alleged
roles of some identified per-
sons whom the residents al-
leged are behind the activ

Experts seek Al integration to strengthen health research

ABUJA

edical experts and
global health partners
ave advocated stra-

tegic integration of Artificial In-
telligence (AI), machine learning
(ML) and local capacity building
to sustain public health research
and data management in Nigeria.

The stakeholders made this
known at the 4th Annual Scien-
tific Symposium organised by the
International Research Centre of
Excellence (IRCE), Institute of Hu-
man Virology, Nigeria (IHVN),
Monday in Abuja, with stakehold-
ers examining innovation.

The two-day symposium was
themed: “Shaping the Future of
Public Health Research: Sustain-
able Funding, AI/ML & Innova-
tion,” and focused on technolo-
gy-driven solutions for sustainable
scientific research and healthcare
delivery across Africa.

Speaking via a recorded mes-
sage, IHVN Chief Executive
Officer, Dr Patrick Dakum, said
data-driven innovation and
technology were crucial to ad-
dressing emerging and future
public health threats in Nigeria.

“This symposium will stim-
ulate your minds, especially
the young researchers, to think

and carry out basic research,
implementation research, and
innovations related to AI and
public health,” Dakum said.
He said the 22-year-old insti-
tute established IRCE after rec-
ognising that rigorous local re-
search was vital to effective public
health implementation and sus-
tainable healthcare development
across Nigeria and Africa.
Dakum, who referenced
IRCE’s decade-long journey
of excellence, said the Federal
Government had introduced
measures, including a sec-
tor-wide approach, to promote
health system sustainability

and strengthen healthcare de-
livery nationwide.

Prof. Alash’le Abimiku, Exec-
utive Director, IRCE, said dwin-
dling international research
funding necessitated adoption
of advanced technologies to
sustain scientific research, inno-
vation and local solutions across
Africa and Nigeria.

“Global research funding
has been drastically truncat-
ed. As scientists, we must de-
ploy AI tools to offset these
resource gaps, ensure Africa
remains in the global scientific
race, and drive local discover-
ies forward,” she said.

Shelter awards organiser
urges integrity in real estate

ABUJA

he organiser of Shel-
ter Awards, Mr Nico-
las Bibiem, popularly

known as Nick B, has urged
real estate stakeholders to up-
hold integrity and quality.

Bibiem made the call at the
maiden Shelter Awards cer-
emony held in Abuja, where
real estate practitioners were
honoured.

He said the awards recog-
nised excellence and commit-
ment among realtors, estate
companies and property de-
velopers across the country.

According to him, nomi-
nees across various categories
were selected based on recom-
mendations from members of
the public.

“There are those who sell
only land, and land has to do
with integrity; sometimes,
when people buy land, they
have issues,” Bibiem said.

He noted that the real estate
industry comprised various
segments, including land sales,
property development, founda-
tion construction and finishing.

“There are those who only
build foundations and leave
the rest for you to complete,
and there are others that do
the finishing,” he said.

Bibiem added that develop-
ers also specialised in different
property types, including lux-
ury houses, residential build-
ings and commercial plazas.

“Today, we bring all of
them together to celebrate
their excellence,” he said, de-
scribing the sector as worthy
of recognition.

He said real estate was a mul-
timillion-naira sector that cre-
ated employment opportunities
and contributed significantly to
Nigeria’s economic growth.

“Real estate sector is worthy
of celebration because it is a
multimillion-naira sector that
guarantees jobs and boosts the
economy,” Bibiem said.

He urged industry operators
to channel their efforts towards
strengthening ethical stand-
ards and building public con-
fidence in the real estate sector.

“We must be able to put our
energy into developing and
building integrity in real estate.

“My advice to developers
is to keep integrity, value,
standard, quality and keep to
their terms of agreement with
clients anytime,” Bibiem ad-
monished.

Also speaking, Mrs Cyn-
thia Asoluka, Chief Executive
Officer of Cyntilos Homes and
Property Ltd., expressed grat-
itude for her nomination and
recognition.

“I am very excited for this
recognition. I didn’t see it com-
ing, but I thank God. The award
means a lot to me,” she said.

Asoluka said the award
demonstrated that her com-
pany’s efforts were being no-
ticed, adding that the recogni-
tion had further strengthened
her resolve.

“One thing I learnt from
this award today is that what-
ever you are doing, keep doing
it; people are seeing,” she said.

She said her nomination
came as a surprise because she
still regarded Cyntilos Homes
and Property Ltd. as a young
company.

“I still see my organisation
as a baby company, but from
today, we are no longer a baby
company,” Asoluka said.

She disclosed that the com-
pany operated in Abuja, Owerri
in Imo and Enugu states, while
planning further expansion
across Nigeria and beyond.



www.nigerianobservernews.com

(DBSERVER

R e B e B

WEDNESDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 2026 ‘ 06

NEWS

b
Y

DIALOGUE:

From left: Cultural Counselor of Chinese Embassy in Nigeria and Director of China Cultural Centre in Nigeria, Counselor Yang Jianxing; Chairman,
Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission (ICPC), Dr Musa Aliyu; and the Provost of the Anti-Corruption Academy
of Nigeria (ACAN), Prof. Sheriff lbrahim, during the ICPC /ACAN third International Diploma Dialogue in Abuja on Monday.

Tragedy: Mother, son, three others dead in
llorin collapsed building e cignt trapped, four rescued

RAHEEM IBRAHIM

middle aged mother,
her son and three other
occupants in a 2-storey

building in the Ilorin metrop-
olis were confirmed dead af-
ter the structure collapsed on
Tuesday morning.

Three others are also at the
time of this report on danger's
list at the General Hospital in
Ilorin, while another was res-
cued with little injuries.

Confirming the incident,
the state Emergency Manage-
ment Agency confirmed that
four people died and four were
rescued alive

The Nigerian Observer re-
liably gathered that the inci-
dent happened early Tuesday
morning when a three-storey
30-room building caved-in at
Oke-Ovyan in Popo Giwa area

of the city.

Eyewitnesses recounted
that volunteers recovered the
corpses of a mother and her
son under the rubbles.

Speaking with our cor-
respondent, the head of the
family that own the property,
Abdulkareem Ayinla Jekide-
ro, informed that he and his
relatives inherited the over 60
years old structure.

He recalled that the build-
ing collapsed at about 5:30
am, saying: "we just returned
from Subhi (morning) prayer
when I heard a loud noise.

"I sent someone to check
what the noise was about;
when he returned he told me
that the building behind had
collapsed. I couldn't believe
it," he disclosed.

Pleading with public spirited
individuals and groups for as-
sistance, Abdulkareem lament-

ed: "this is disheartening."

Meanwhile, a rescuer, Ab-
dulAzeez, regretted that he
and other youths in the area
could have rescued many peo-
ple if only they had building
collapse rescue experience.

According to him: "we
were removing debris and
unknowingly heaping them
even on some of the trapped
occupants, we became aware
when we moved to the spot to
lift the debris. By then, some
had passed out. Though, they
didn't die immediately, they
died at the hospital."

The SEMA  Secretary,
Magaji Saadudeen, confirmed
the death of four people and
the rescue of four others.

He said eight persons were
trapped in the building, add-
ing that the rescued victims
and bodies of the deceased
had been taken to the morgue

and hospital respectively, add-
ing “The rescued persons are
receiving treatment present-
ly”.

The Public Relations Officer
of the State Fire Service, Has-
san Adekunle, said: "we have
recovered four people dead
and rescued four people alive."

Adekunle said the agency
received a distress call at about
5am reporting that a building
had collapsed and people were
trapped underneath.

“We immediately mobilised
to the scene and commenced
rescue operation. This kind of
situation is not something the
fire service can handle alone,”
he said.

He added that officials of
the Hospitals Management
Board, the Nigeria Security
and Civil Defence Corps and
other emergency agencies
joined the rescue operation.

Military eliminates 324 terrorists, rescues
610 kidnapped victims in August — DHQ

ABUJA

r I Vhe Defence Headquar-
ters says troops have
eliminated 324 terror-

ists and criminals, apprehend-

ed 373 others and rescued

610 kidnap victims across the

country in August.

The Director of Defence Me-
dia Operations, Maj.-Gen. Mi-
chael Onoja, disclosed this in
Abuja at the monthly press brief-
ing on ongoing military opera-
tions by the Armed Forces.

Onoja said the military also
recorded the surrender of 201
insurgents and recovered 88
arms and 2,077 rounds of am-
munition during the period.

He said the month was
characterised by coordinated
land, air and maritime op-
erations focused on degrad-
ing terrorists’ and criminal
groups’ capabilities.

“During the month of August,
the Armed Forces sustained a
robust operational tempo across

the various geopolitical zones.
This was characterised by coor-
dinated land, air, and maritime
operations focused on degrad-
ing terrorists and criminal
groups’ capabilities.

“The operations were also
occasioned by the rescue of
abducted citizens, disrupting
arms trafficking and logistics
chains, countering secession-
ist and other armed criminal
elements, as well as protecting
critical national assets,” he said.

Onoja said troops recorded
notable successes across all ge-
opolitical zones, while the Air
Component maintained consist-
ent combat support and recon-
naissance to ground formations.

According to him, troops
of Joint Task Force North
East, Operation HADIN KAI,
maintained aggressive coun-
ter-terrorism operations in
Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno and
Yobe, neutralising 114 terror-
ists, arresting 146 and rescu-
ing 60 kidnapped victims.

RMAFC, ALGON deepen collaboration
to strengthen local govt. autonomy

ABUJA

he Revenue Mobilisation
TAllocation and Fiscal

Commission (RMAFC)
has pledged to deepen collabo-
ration with the Association of
Local Governments of Nigeria
(ALGON) to strengthen local
government administration.

The commitment was made
when a delegation of RMAFC
commissioners paid a courtesy
visit to the National President
of ALGON, Mr Bello Lawal, in
Abuja.

The delegation was led by
Mr Aliyu Abdulkadir, the
Commissioner  representing
Nasarawa State in the commis-
sion and Chairman, State and
Local Government Monitoring

Committee, who represented
the Chairman of RMAFC, Dr
Mohammed Shehu.

Shehu said the collaboration
would advance fiscal autono-
my and ensure that increased
resources translated into tan-
gible development at the grass-
roots.

He said that the newly con-
stituted committee was to
deepen engagement with the
third tier of government and
explore practical measures to
strengthen local governments.

“As a constitutional body,
RMAFC is empowered to
monitor accruals and dis-
bursements into and from the
Federation Account, to which
local governments are consti-
tutionally entitled,” he said.

African traditional medicine, key to universal health

ABUJA

frica marked the 24th
African Tradition-
al Medicine Day, on

Monday with experts urging
governments to invest more
in research, regulation and in-
novation to unlock traditional
medicine’s potential for uni-
versal health coverage.

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO), in a post on its
official X account on Monday,
said the August 31 observance
focused on strengthening tra-
ditional medicine as a credible
contributor to Africa’s health-
care systems.

According to WHO, the
theme, “Reflection on research
and development efforts of
traditional medicine towards
achieving universal health cov-
erage in the African Region,”
underscores the need to trans-

form knowledge into solutions.
The organisation said the
WHO Global Traditional Med-
icine Centre and WHO Region-
al Office for Africa convened
stakeholders to examine how
evidence, innovation and com-
munity trust could move tradi-
tional medicine into practice.
WHO said this year’s ob-
servance highlighted research
and development efforts aimed
at making traditional medicine
more accessible, safer and evi-
dence-based, while support-
ing universal health coverage
across African countries.
“Participants said tradition-
al medicine could strength-
en primary healthcare when
supported by scientific evi-
dence, effective regulation,
innovation and sustained
investment,” WHO said, em-
phasising the sector’s growing
healthcare relevance.

“African Traditional Medi-
cine Day commemorates a land-
mark WHO resolution adopted
during the organisation’s 50th
Regional Committee meeting in
Ouagadougou in 2000.

“Traditional medicine re-
mains an important source of
healthcare, particularly in ru-
ral communities where practi-
tioners often serve as the first
point of contact,” the organisa-
tion said.

According to WHO, ex-
perts noted that traditional
health practitioners possess
deep community relationships
and cultural legitimacy that
can complement conventional
healthcare systems and im-
prove access to quality services.

The organisation said Mr
Temitayo Erogbogbo, Global
Advocacy Director at Merck
Sharp and Dohme for Mothers,
emphasised that trust remained

coverage — WHO

a critical asset within tradition-
al healthcare networks.

According to WHO, Erog-
bogbo said traditional birth
attendants, community healers
and other practitioners maintain
longstanding relationships that
can support better health out-
comes when appropriately inte-
grated into healthcare delivery.

WHO said Prof. Martins
Emeje, Director-General of the
Nigeria Natural Medicine De-
velopment Agency, participated
in the discussion, bringing per-
spectives on advancing tradi-
tional medicine through scien-
tific validation and innovation.

The organisation said that
Emeje also serves as Co-Chair
of the WHO Strategic and
Technical Advisory Group for
Traditional, ~Complementary
and Integrative Medicine, sup-
porting global policy and re-
search efforts.

Rotary club gifts 150 pregnant women
delivery items in Nasarawa community

NASARAWA

e Rotary Club of Abuja,
Central Business District
(CBD) has distributed

free delivery items to no fewer
than 150 pregnant women at the
Primary Health Care Centre,
Ruga Juli in Karu Local Govern-
ment Area of Nasarawa State.

The President of the Club,
Rhoda Mando during the dis-
tribution of the items on Satur-
day, said the club was at the fa-
cility for a maternal and child
healthcare outreach/project.

According to her, the activ-
ity is one of the major cardinal
projects of the club in 2026.

“We want to make it seam-
less for pregnant women to be
able to have some basic nec-
essary things that they need
during child delivery.

“It’s not just that; we also
provided mosquito nets for
them, disinfectant, detergent
and lots of things that will

ease their delivery.

“Because of this present
economy challenge, we decid-
ed that we need to do that. And
more so, the district has differ-
ent activities for every month.

“July was the month of
maternal healthcare, but as
a club, we had planned that
we’ll do it in August.

“That is when it’s convenient
for our host in Ruga Juli, a re-
mote area in Nasarawa State.

“In fact, we were informed
that the women here don’t have
anything. Nobody has come to
do anything like this. The road
is not even good, but we had to
come like that,” Mando said.

She described the turn out
of the women as overwhelm-
ing and encouraging.

“We were able to reach be-
tween 150 to 200 women in
this facility. The next will also
be a rural community in the
FCT, because, that’s where they
really need those assistance”
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FG destroys 1,419 illicit weapons, recovers 5,449 firearms in 2026

he National Centre for
Tthe Control of Small

Arms and Light Weap-
ons (NCCSALW) has de-
stroyed 1,419 illicit weapons
and recovered 5,449 firearms in
recent operations nationwide.

The Director-General of the
centre , retired DIG Johnson
Kokumo, made this known on
Tuesday in Abuja at the Joint
Security News Briefing.

The briefing was organised
for spokespersons of defence,
security and law-enforcement
agencies to update Nigerians
on ongoing security efforts.

Kokumo said the 1,419
weapons were publicly de-
stroyed on July 30 during the
Centre’s Second Quarter Arms
Destruction Exercise in Abuja.

He said the exercise brought
the total number of illicit weap-
ons destroyed by NCCSALW
since 2022 to more than 19,000.

According to him, the de-
struction is aimed at pre-
venting illicit weapons from
reaching non-state actors and
fuelling terrorism, banditry,
kidnapping and other violent
crimes.

Kokumo said the Centre also
recorded significant recoveries
through collaboration with
security and law-enforcement
agencies.

He said 5,050 illicit, unser-
viceable, decommissioned and
obsolete automatic weapons
were retrieved from the Nigeria
Police Force in June.

He added that the Nigeria

Customs Service intercepted
and handed over 399 JOJEF
automatic guns to NCCSALW
on Aug. 17.

The director-general said
other weapons had also been
recovered from the National
Drug Law Enforcement Agen-
cy and National Intelligence
Agency.

He said the Centre was col-
laborating with relevant jus-
tice-sector institutions to pros-
ecute persons involved in arms
trafficking, illegal importation
and manufacture.

Kokumo said 11 suspects
linked to the illegal importa-
tion of 844 assorted automatic

firearms and 112,500 rounds of
ammunition were arrested.

The weapons and ammu-
nition were concealed in a
container intercepted by the
Nigeria Customs Service at
Onne Port and handed over to
NCCSALW.

He said the principal sus-
pects remained in custody,
while investigations continued
to apprehend other fleeing sus-
pects.

Kokumo also  disclosed
the arrest and prosecution of
suspects linked to the illegal
manufacture of firearms and
ammunition in Minna, Niger
State.

On weapons management,
he said the Centre conducted
Physical Security and Stockpile
Management training for per-
sonnel of arms-bearing securi-
ty agencies.

The training, conducted
from May 18 to June 19, was
designed to prevent the diver-
sion of legally held weapons
into criminal circulation.

Kokumo said NCCSALW
also commenced steps towards
a new national Small Arms
Survey to replace the 2016 sur-
vey, which no longer reflected
current realities.

He said the centre held a
baseline workshop on Aug.

20 with representatives of UN
agencies, Small Arms Survey,
security agencies and relevant
government institutions.

According to him, the new
survey will provide updated
data to guide national respons-
es to the proliferation of illicit
small arms and light weapons.

Kokumo further urged Ni-
gerians to distinguish the Fed-
eral Governments National
Forest Guards initiative from
the illegal Nigeria Forest Secu-
rity Service.

He said the National Forest
Guards initiative was coordi-
nated by the Office of the Na-
tional Security Adviser.

JAMB, WAEC clarify N4,000 one-off
O’Level result verification

he Joint Admissions and
TMatriculation Board

(JAMB) and the West
African Examinations Coun-
cil (WAEC) have clarified that
candidates seeking admission
into tertiary institutions will
pay N4,000 once for verifica-
tion of their O’Level results.

The two examination bodies
made the clarification in a joint
statement issued on Tuesday in
Abuja, following consultations
on the recently introduced pol-
icy for verification of West Af-
rican Senior School Certificate
Examination (WASSCE/O’Lev-
el) results.

They said candidates whose
admissions were regulated and
coordinated by JAMB would
verify their WAEC results once
through JAMB.

They said the outcome of the
verification would subsequent-
ly be made available to the ter-
tiary institution to which the
candidate sought admission.

According to the statement,
candidates are required to pay
N4,000 only for the verifica-

tion service through the spec-
ified JAMB platform, and not
through their preferred insti-
tutions.

The bodies said tertiary in-
stitutions would utilise the ver-
ified results shared by JAMB for
screening, admission process-
ing and other administrative
purposes.

“Candidates shall not be re-
quired to pay for another verifi-
cation,” the statement said.

They also disclosed that
WAEC had authorised JAMB
to share the outcome of the
verification exercise with rele-
vant tertiary institutions for the
stated purposes.

They said the arrangement
was designed to ensure that
candidates who had success-
fully verified their WASSCE
O’Level results would not be
required to repeat the process.

According to them, the initi-
ative will reduce the stress and
costs associated with repeated
visits to tertiary institutions
or JAMB-approved Comput-
er-Based Test (CBT) centres.
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MEDIA PARLEY TO INAUGURATE:
From left: Director Public Prosecution, Ministry of Justice, Mr Adebayo Haroun; Executive Secretary, Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence
Agency, Titilola Vivour-Adeniyi; OG, Gender Unit, Lagos State Police Command, ACP Toyin Kazeem and Chief Executive Officer, Child Advocacy
Centre, Mrs Olabisi Ajayi-Kayode, during the Media Parley to inaugurate the Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness Month in

Lagos on Monday.
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Agriculture can lift millions out

of poverty — ACCI

MAKURDI

he Abuja Chamber of
TCommerce and Industry

(ACCI) says agriculture
has the potential to lift millions
of Nigerians out of poverty
and drive inclusive economic
growth.

Prof. Adesoji Adesugba, First
Deputy President of ACCI, said
this on Tuesday in Abuja while
briefing the newsmen ahead of
the Agricultural Mechanisation
and Export of Quality Products
in Africa (AGROMEQA Expo
2026).

The expo 2026 is scheduled
to hold from Oct. 15-16.

Adesugba emphasised the
need for stronger policies and
investments to boost agricul-
ture sector.

He said that agriculture ac-
counted for about 23.16 per
cent of Nigeria’s real Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP), under-
scoring its importance to na-

tional economic development.

He said the sector generated
N11.87 trillion in real economic
output during the first quarter
of 2026, compared with N11.51
trillion recorded during the
corresponding period of 2025.

The sector also grew by 3.15
per cent year-on-year during
the first quarter, compared with
0.07 per cent growth recorded
in the corresponding period of
2025.

“This is a significant rebound
and shows that agriculture can
respond strongly when condi-
tions improve and when we get
our policies right.

“Crop production remained
the dominant component of
the sector, generating approxi-
mately N8.9 trillion during the
first quarter of 2026.

“Agriculture has a great mul-
tiplier effect and can help us lift
millions of people out of the
poverty situation we currently
find ourselves in,” he said.

Alausa expands national tertiary institutions’ ranking, makes
participation compulsory

e Minister of Education,
Dr Tunji Alausa, has ex-
panded Nigerias national

tertiary education ranking frame-
work to cover universities, poly-
technics and colleges of education.

This is contained in a state-
ment issued on Tuesday in
Abuja by Mr Ikharo Attah, Spe-
cial Adviser to the Minister on
Media and Communications.

Attah quoted Alausa to have
announced the development at
a meeting with the Nigerian Uni-
versities Ranking Advisory Com-
mittee (NURAC), adding that
participation was now compulso-
ry for all tertiary institutions.

Alausa said the expanded
ranking framework was part of
President Bola Tinubu’s education
reforms under the Renewed Hope
Agenda, implemented through
the Nigeria Education Sector Re-
newal Initiative (NESRI).

According to him, the initi-
ative is aimed at strengthening
quality, accountability, institu-
tional performance and global
competitiveness across Nige-
ria’s tertiary education system.

“The ranking will provide in-
stitutions with clear benchmarks
for assessing their performance,
identifying areas requiring im-
provement and measuring pro-

gress, while promoting healthy
competition and continuous in-
stitutional advancement,” he said.

Alausa  said that the
2026/2027 ranking exercise for
universities would commence
in September, while the com-
mittee would determine the ap-
propriate timeline for extend-
ing the exercise to polytechnics
and colleges of education.

He added that the Feder-
al Government would pro-
vide funding for the exercise
through the Tertiary Education
Trust Fund (TETFund).

The minister added that TET-
Fund would develop guidelines
to institutionalise the ranking
and formally communicate to

vice-chancellors and heads of
other tertiary institutions that
participation was compulsory.
He reassured the commit-
tee of the ministry’s commit-
ment to providing the policy
direction, funding and capaci-
ty-building support required to
make the ranking exercise cred-
ible, sustainable and impactful.
“The Ministry will work with
the committee to facilitate in-ser-
vice training and institutional
capacity-building  programmes
across tertiary institutions, with
the expectation that significantly
more Nigerian institutions will
achieve greater global recogni-
tion in subsequent international
ranking exercises,” Alausa said.

U.S. troop drawdown won’t weaken Nigeria’s security partnership — DHQ

IBADAN

he Defence Headquar-
Tters says the planned

drawdown of more than
200 U.S. personnel from Nige-
ria will not affect the enduring
security partnership between
both countries.

Director of Defence Infor-
mation, Maj.-Gen. Samaila
Uba, gave the assurance on
Tuesday in Abuja while re-
sponding to questions at the

Joint Security News Briefing.

Uba said the withdrawal
should not be interpreted as a
breakdown or termination of
Nigeria’s security cooperation
with the United States.

“The relationship between
Nigeria and the United States
remains strong, enduring and
mutually beneficial,” he said.

He explained that the deploy-
ment of U.S. personnel was tied
to specific operational and coun-
ter-terrorism objectives, making

the drawdown part of the evolv-
ing nature of the engagement.

According to him, intelligence
cooperation, training, informa-
tion sharing and other areas of
professional military cooperation
will continue despite the adjust-
ment in U.S. troop presence.

“The responsibility for the
defence of Nigeria and the pro-
tection of its citizens rests pri-
marily with Nigerian security
forces,” Uba said.

He said the partnership with

the United States was designed
to strengthen Nigerid's capabili-
ties through intelligence sharing,
training and technical assistance.

Uba added that where both
countries jointly assessed the
need for additional efforts, in-
cluding joint strikes, such op-
erations would be undertaken.

He said the partnership had
continued to produce favoura-
ble outcomes against terrorism
and other transnational securi-
ty threats.
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Sexual assaults happening almost every day in Ceuta,
says prosecutors

panish prosecutors say 23
Ssexual assaults, including
nine against children, have
been recorded in Ceuta since the
mass influx of migrants into the
Spanish exclave at the end of July.
That number meant there
was almost one case every day,
Ceuta's chief prosecutor Silvia
Rojas said.
She told El Pais newspaper
migrant girls were "particular-
ly vulnerable because of their

irregular status in the territory".

At least 72,000 migrants
crossed from Morocco into Ceu-
taon 30 and 31 July and although
most have returned, as many as
5,000 remain - leading to unrest
in the autonomous city in North
Africa and a crisis for Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez.

There have been scenes of vi-
olence in recent days as tensions
flare up between migrants and
local residents.

Sanchez called the second
meeting of his national securi-
ty council in a week on Tues-
day to tackle the issue.

Between 1,400and 1,600 of the es-
timated 5,000 migrants still in Ceuta
are children, according to Rojas.

Among the suspected at-
tackers are four Moroccans,
three Spaniards and a Belgian,
Efe news agency reports.

Rojas said the influx had led
to an exponential increase in
sexual assault, and many vic-
tims did not file a report, either
out of fear of because of their

"current situation in Ceuta".

The Spanish Society of Epi-
demiology said the border crisis
had highlighted the difficulty in
detecting and tackling violence
against migrant women and girls.

Economy Minister Carlos Cu-
erpo said a multi-million euro aid
package had been approved by the
cabinet that would help provide
essential services and cover care
for unaccompanied children.

The territory's conservative
mayor, Juan Jesus Vivas, has
called on Spaniards to take part
in demonstrations across main-

land Spain in support of Ceuta
on Wednesday, which coincides
with the city's annual holiday.
The Spanish government is
facing bitter criticism from its
opponents for its handling of the
crisis. The hard-right Vox party
said Sanchez had not "lost control
of Ceuta - he has handed it over".
Arantxa Campos, president of
the Ceuta Employers' Confeder-
ation, told the BBC: "We can't do
anything unless these people leave.
"We don't have a plan from
the government. We don't
have anything. We don't even

know when they're going to
finish screening everyone."
The prime minister said on
Monday that King Felipe VI
would visit Ceuta "as soon as
conditions allow", seen as an
attempt to assert Spanish au-
thority over the exclave.
Morocco has a long-standing
claim over Ceuta and its fellow au-
tonomous city of Melilla. The last
time a Spanish head of state vis-
ited the territories in 2007, Rabat
pulled its ambassador from Ma-
drid, and another royal visit may
cause further diplomatic tensions.

Algeria president seeks death
penalty for arsonists after
deadly forest fires

lgerian President Ab-
delmadjid  Tebboune
has said he wants to

reinstate the death penalty for
arsonists, following a wave of
deadly forest fires.

The official death toll stands at
12, but independent news out-
lets believe the figure is much
higher.

The president ordered the
justice ministry to introduce
changes to the criminal law
introducing capital punish-
ment for arsonists. Capital
punishment remains in the
country's penal code for some
offences, but no execution has
been carried out since 1993.

More than 100 wildfires
have been recorded in recent
days in the north-east of the
country, most of which have
been extinguished. On Satur-
day, Tebboune said foul play
had not been ruled out.

The Algerian president
said necessary investigations
would be carried out especial-
ly in view of the intensity of
the fires.

On Sunday, he gavea 15 Sep-
tember deadline for amend-
ments to provide for the death
sentence for anyone convicted
of intentionally starting a fire
in forested areas.

Under the current law, de-
liberately starting forest fires
is punishable by up to 30 years

in prison, or life imprison-
ment in certain cases.

Deadly  blazes  swept
through large swathes of
northern Algeria last week,
causing widespread destruc-
tion, injuring dozens and dis-
placing thousands of people.

Investigative journalist Nozha
Khelalef has been gathering the
names of those believed to have
died in the fires from death no-
tices posted by families and in-
formation shared by some local
authorities.

Her tally, listed on the inde-
pendent news website Twala,
puts the death toll at 200.

The fires erupted amid an
intense heatwave in northern
Africa, with Algeria and Tuni-
sia particularly affected.

Algerian civil authorities
were on Sunday afternoon still
battling to battle some of the
fires, with the Algerian Press
Service noting that 18 out 19
fires that had broken out in the
previous 24 hours had been
extinguished

The Algerian president or-
dered that compensation be
paid to the families who have
been affected, as well as re-
pairs to damaged homes and
essential services.

He said there would be in-
vestigations into the extent of
the damage and losses caused
by the fires.

CEUTA MIGRANT:
Some 5,000 migrants who entered Ceuta from Morocco are estimated to still be in the Spanish exclave.

Zambia's president sworn in for second term
while opponent detained

Z ambia's President
Hakainde  Hichilema
has been sworn in for a
second five-year term follow-
ing a disputed election and the
arrest of his main opponent
on treason charges.

Hichilema - credited with
stabilising the economy -
swept to victory on 13 August

with 60% of the vote, accord-
ing to official results. Run-
ner-up Brian Mundubile, who
received 38%, alleged that the
outcome had been tampered
with.

He was unable to mount a
legal challenge to the result as
the courts were sealed off last
week on the final day a case

'I've never been to Afghanistan': Six million deportees
forced to start over under the Taliban

he elderly grimace,
hobbling on crutches,

and wide-eyed children
stare, cradling chickens car-
ried from homes they were
forced to leave behind.

"It feels good to be in my
own country," 35-year-old Na-
zia says, just minutes after she
crosses from Pakistan, where
she was born, into Afghani-
stan.

The Torkham crossing,
known as "Zero Point", is
where one hard life ends and
another begins.

"But I've never been to Af-
ghanistan before and many
people here don't even have
enough bread to eat," Nazia
sighs as she heads, two of her

children in tow, toward reg-
istration counters festooned
with white and black Taliban
flags.

Nearly her entire family,
eight sisters and their off-
spring, were deported to Af-
ghanistan this year from Pa-
kistan or Iran.

They are part of the biggest
cross-border movement of
people anywhere in the world.

Millions of Afghans have
fled across the borders to Pa-
kistan and Iran for decades -
seeking refuge or employment
- and the number escaping
Afghanistan has continued to
rise since the Taliban takeover
in August 2021.

Most are now being forced

to return as these two neigh-
bours crack down on undoc-
umented migrants. Nazia and
her family were undocument-
ed but the UN and human
rights groups say the security
sweep is reaching far beyond
that group to include regis-
tered Afghans too. Even Pa-
kistan now publicly says that
Afghans with Proof of Regis-
tration cards are not exempt.

The expulsions show no
sign of stopping.

The number forced to re-
turn this year from Pakistan
and Iran has already reached
another million, according to
the UN's Refugee Agency, the
UNHCR.

"In a little under three

years, we've seen six million
people, a population that is it-
self the size of a small country,
come back to Afghanistan,’
observes Charlie Goodlake,
spokesperson for the UNHCR
in Afghanistan.

"We've never seen in recent
history a return movement on
this scale," he underlines, stand-
ing in the baking heat in the
tented village close to the border.

It's a desolate landscape of
tarpaulin and plastic shelters,
many now tattered and torn,
erected by the UN and other
aid agencies to provide refuge
for a few nights for a people
arriving with nowhere to go.

Many returnees have not
set foot in Afghanistan for
decades; many like Nazia have
never been here at all.

could be filed.

Election observers said that
while polling day was large-
ly peaceful, some have raised
questions about the vote tally-
ing process.

European Union observ-
ers said staff in many tallying
centres did not record results
on tally sheets as soon as they
were announced and cited
weak verification between
digital entries and paper re-
cords.

It added that returning of-
ficers frequently paused pro-
ceedings while awaiting in-
structions from headquarters.

The day after the poll, security
forces raided a property in the
capital, Lusaka, linked to Mun-
dubile, killing a former cabinet
minister and arresting a number
of opposition politicians.

The authorities accused the
opposition of planning an
armed insurrection, which
they denied.

Mundubile and his running
mate, Makebi Zulu, had gone
into hiding. They were de-
tained by police last week and
charged at the weekend.

During his inauguration
speech on Tuesday, Hichile-
ma did not comment on his
opponent's detention but said
that the "pursuit of political
power must never come at the

expense of peace, security and
stability in our country".

"Democracy does  not
require us to agree on
everything. It requires us

to respect one another even
when we disagree,” Hichilema
added.

He also invited the opposi-
tion to work with his govern-
ment for the good of the coun-
try: "When you have a good
idea, we will listen to you."

He was sworn into office
amid jubilant scenes, as thou-
sands of supporters gathered
to celebrate the inauguration.
His running mate Mutale Na-
lumango was also sworn in as
vice-president.

Presidents from Kenya,
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Namib-
ia and Tanzania were among
several African leaders at-
tending the inauguration cer-
emony at the National Heroes
Stadium in the capital.

When Hichilema, 64, came
into office in 2021 after a land-
slide victory, the copper-rich
nation had recently defaulted
on its international debt and
had an annual inflation rate of
more than 24%.

"We inherited a bro-
ken-down country... the
economy was declining," Hi-
chilema told the BBC in Lusa-
ka before the election.
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Nepal death toll crosses 1,000 as rescuers race to
find workers trapped in mud-filled tunnels

he death toll in Nepal
Tfrom devastating floods

on the border with Tibet
has crossed 1,000, according to
the country's disaster agency.

More than 3,900 people re-
main missing - of whom more
than 600 are workers believed
to be trapped in a vast network
of mud-filled tunnels at hydro-
power sites along Trishuli River.

Engineers have been pump-
ing air into the tunnels - and
while a team did manage to gain
entry to one of them, it withdrew
after finding no-one there.

"I wish we could find him.
I wish he would come home,"
Anushila Bhandari, wife of
Aurus Bhandari, a 33-year-old
engineer missing on a project
site, told BBC Nepali.

Nepalese Prime Minister
Balendra Shah said on Mon-
day that 279 people had been
rescued from the sites.

The rescue operation is be-
ing spearheaded by an inter-
national team made up of Chi-
nese and Nepalese military
personnel, while experts from
India, Korea and Australia are
also involved.

"I still have a 50% hope that
he is alive because there is an

oxygen system inside," Sita
Pandey, whose husband was
working in the plant when the
floods hit, told Nepalese daily
Kantipur.

Nepal relies heavily on hy-
dropower and has spent years
developing the projects along
its mountainous river sys-
tems. At least 11 projects ei-
ther completed or under con-
struction were damaged in the
floods, authorities said.

Rescuers began pump-
ing air into a tunnel over the
weekend, but the families of
those trapped say that should
have been done earlier.

A team was able to get into
a tunnel leading to one hydro-
power plant earlier on Mon-
day, but retreated after no one
was found there.

"The longer it takes, the
more our hope dies. This oper-
ation must move much faster
because every second is mean-
ingful to us," Jiban Khadka,
whose relative is also trapped
inside the plant, told Kantipur.

"It's a frustratingly slow op-
eration," Khadka added.

Rescue operations had been
"intensified”, Nepalese leader
Shah said, noting that the floods

were "not an ordinary” event.

"This incident indicates that
the risks we face in the Him-
alayan region are increasing
alongside climate change.

"It is now time for us to
strongly raise with the inter-
national community the issue
of the disasters we are expe-
riencing as a result of climate
change," Shah wrote in a Face-

book post late on Monday.
Another family member
anxiously awaiting news is
Priya Kharel, whose brother
Milan was working as an en-
gineer in the Upper Trishuli-1
plant when the floods hit.
"Those who returned from
the hydropower site said there
were people inside the tunnel,"
she told BBC News Nepali. "So

there is hope that if the army
reaches them quickly, they can
be saved."

"The actual signature of
them has gone - everything
is just missing. It looks like a
lunar landscape,” he told BBC
Radio 4's World at One.

Once rescuers knew where
the power stations were, Dix
said they could then decide

the best way to access them,
which typically involves dig-
ging and "blasting boulders".

"There's boulders bigger
than houses. I've never seen
that before in mylife. It's just an
extraordinary operation,” the
former head of the Internation-
al Tunnelling Association said.

He said he still has some
hope for those trapped under-
ground, given the protection
the subterranean environ-
ment might have offered from
the deluge above.

Russian attack hits rail workers
in new deadly strikes on Kyiv

t least 12 people have
been Kkilled and 20 in-
jured, including two

children, in overnight Russian
missile and drone strikes on
Ukraine's capital Kyiv and the
wider region, officials say.

Six of the casualties were
railway workers of the state
Ukrzaliznytsia company after
a depot was hit in Kyiv.

Russia said its "massive
strike using high-precision
weapons" targeted Ukraine's
military and energy facilities,
and added that one person
was also killed in Ukrainian
strikes on Russia's western
Belgorod region.

This comes a day after Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
was urged by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, a
close ally, to end the war.

"Every day spent in war
pushes humanity back, and
every step taken towards
peace fills humanity with new
hope and enthusiasm,"” Modi
said at a security summit in
Kyrgyzstan.

Modi, whose country's
economy depends heavily on
discounted oil from Moscow,
has made several similar pleas
to Putin since he launched a
full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in February 2022.

Overnight in Kyiv, eight
people were killed and fires
were reported in three city
districts.

Another four people were
killed in the nearby town of
Boryspil where a residential
building was hit.

Ukrainian President Vo-

lodymyr Zelensky said on
Tuesday morning that nearly
350 rescue workers had been
working through the night in
Kyiv and the surrounding re-
gion after the latest strikes.

In a post on social media, he
said Russia had fired a "signifi-
cant number of jet drones and
ballistic missiles".

The strikes mark the sixth
day of sustained Russian
drone and missile attacks on
Kyiv, in what appears to be a
strategy aimed at exhausting
Ukrainian air defences and
undermining civilian morale.

Russia's military warned
over the weekend that its forc-
es were preparing to carry out
"massive" strikes on Ukraini-
an energy facilities.

Eight other Ukrainian re-
gions were attacked, Zelensky
said, adding that an Indian na-
tional was among the casualties.

Ukraine's Interior Minister
Ivan Vyhivsky later said the In-
dian man - who turned 26 on
Tuesday - was killed in Boryspil.

The overnight attacks come
after 38 people were killed in
Russian strikes on a weapons
depot in the Kyiv region on
Friday, causing shells, mines
and drones to detonate.

Separately, a drone attack hit
amajor Russian Baltic Sea port
in Ust-Luga, triggering a fire,
Leningrad regional Governor
Aleksandr Drozdenko said.

Ukraine says targets like
Ust-Luga - which handles
millions of tons of petroleum
products each year - are le-
gitimate as they help finance
Moscow's war effort.

WORKERS TRAPPED:

Army personnel have resorted to using explosives to blast into the hillside to reach the trapped workers.

Ex-gang boss guilty of orchestrating 1996 murder
of rapper Tupac Shakur

ormer gang boss Duane
F"Keffe D" Davis has been

found guilty of orches-
trating the murder of Tupac
Shakur - the first conviction in
a cold case that has intrigued
hip-hop fans for nearly 30
years.

The jury found him guilty
of one count of murder with
a deadly weapon for the rap
superstar's death in a drive-
by shooting in Las Vegas on 7
September 1996.

Dressed in a black suit, the
63-year-old stood impassively
in the Las Vegas court as the
verdict was read, before saying
he would appeal.

During the trial, the court
heard a recording of a police
interview in 2008 in which
Davis said he was in the car
from which shots were fired,
but did not himself fire the
bullets that killed Shakur.

Prosecutors argued that al-
though Davis, a former leader
of the South Side Compton
Crips street gang, did not him-
self fire the gun, he ordered
the shooting and supplied the
gun that his nephew Orlando
Anderson used to open fire.

Anderson died in an unre-
lated shooting in 1998, having
denied involvement in the
killing of Shakur.

As the verdict was read out
on Monday, Shakur's relatives
held hands, some hugging and

crying.

Shakur was 25 when he was
slain at the height of his career
as one of rap's most influential
voices. He has sold more than
75 million records worldwide.

For 30 years, the case re-
mained one of America's most
famous cold cases, spurring
countless conspiracies - but
never a conviction, until now.

During the trial, prosecu-
tors said Davis had planned
the shooting as retaliation af-
ter Anderson was involved in a
fight with Shakur and his crew
in Las Vegas just hours earlier.

Shakur's murder happened
at a time of intense rivalry be-
tween the East Coast and West
Coast rap scene and amid gang
feuds between the Bloods and
Crips, which had deep roots
within hip-hop at the time.

His family appeared emo-

tional in court, his sister em-
bracing a prosecutor after the
verdict was read while others
sat crying nearby.

Outside, devoted fans of

Shakur were similarly crying
and cheering.
The key evidence in the case
were Davis' own words, in
which he repeatedly and pub-
licly acknowledged being in-
side the white Cadillac from
where the deadly shots were
fired.

Israel says senior Hamas member seized as strikes
Kill three during Gaza raid

srael's defence minister
I says a senior member of the

Palestinian armed group
Hamas has been captured.
Israel Katz was speaking af-
ter reports of a raid by Israeli
special forces and an Isra-
el-backed Palestinian militia
in Gaza City.

Israeli air strikes at the
same time killed at least two
children and a woman, local
medics say.

A third child was killed in
a separate incident in central
Gaza. The Israeli defence min-
ister did not say who had cap-
tured the Hamas commander,
whom he did not identify.

But after meeting Israelis liv-
ing in Netiv HaAsara, next to
northern Gaza, Katz said the
activity of Israeli forces in the
territory "continues at all times".

"A short time ago, a senior

Hamas terrorist was arrested
- and this is our policy: we do
not wait for threats, but pur-
sue Hamas terrorists, thwart
them and destroy their terror
infrastructures," he added.

A Palestinian source said
the target of the Israeli oper-
ation was a Hamas internal
security official.

Earlier, Palestinians in a
crowded part of western Gaza
City had reported a heavy Is-
raeli bombardment, with two
vehicles hit and turned to
wreckage.

Videos captured chaot-
ic scenes, with the sound of
gunfire and the aftermath of
strikes. Reports say that Is-
raeli special forces and pro-Is-
raeli Palestinian militiamen
had entered the area, but their
presence was  discovered.
Some Israeli media suggest

that only a local armed militia
operated on the ground.

A Palestinian  security
source said the target of the
Israeli operation was a senior
official in the Hamas internal
security service.

A spokesman for Gaza's Ha-
mas-run government media
office, Ismail al-Thawabta, said:
"An Israeli special forces unit
attempted to carry out a se-
curity operation in Gaza City,
but the unit was exposed while
carrying out the mission."

The ensuing Israeli strikes
"resulted in a number of peo-
ple being killed and others in-
jured, in addition to the deaths
of several members of the spe-
cial forces unit", he added.

The Israeli military has only
confirmed striking several
targets in Gaza "in order to
remove threats" to its troops,
adding that none of them were
injured.
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FG should declare emergency in education, road infrastructure

igeria stands at a dangerous
| \ | crossroads. Two of the most
fundamental pillars upon
which any modern society is built —
education and road infrastructure
— are in a state that demands more
than routine government interven-
tion. They require an emergency na-
tional response.

The Federal Government should,
therefore, declare a state of emergen-
cy in the education sector and road
infrastructure, accompanied by a
clearly defined, time-bound nation-
al recovery programme and massive
investment capable of reversing dec-
ades of neglect.

This is not a call for political dra-
ma or another government slogan. It
is a call for a fundamental rethink of
national priorities.

A country cannot aspire to be-
come a major economy while
millions of its young people pass
through schools without the quality
education needed to compete in the
modern world. Neither can it achieve
meaningful economic transforma-
tion when farmers, manufacturers,
traders, commuters and businesses
struggle to move people and goods
because critical roads have deterio-
rated beyond acceptable limits.

The crisis in both sectors has be-
come too interconnected to be treat-
ed as separate problems.

Education: the foundation is
cracking

Education is the most important
investment any nation can make in
its future.

Yet across Nigeria, the education
system faces a disturbing combina-
tion of inadequate infrastructure,
overcrowded classrooms, shortages
of qualified teachers, poor learning
environments, insufficient teaching
materials and declining educational
outcomes.

In many communities, children
still learn in dilapidated buildings.
Some schools lack functional labo-
ratories, libraries, toilets, electricity,
water and other basic facilities that
should be considered fundamental
to learning.

The situation is particularly trou-
bling in rural and underserved com-
munities, where poverty and inade-
quate public infrastructure reinforce
one another.

A child who attends a poorly
equipped school is already at a dis-
advantage before entering the labour
market.

The consequences extend far be-
yond the classroom.

An inadequately educated popu-
lation creates a workforce that strug-
gles to meet the demands of a chang-
ing economy. It fuels unemployment
and underemployment, deepens ine-
quality and leaves millions of young
people vulnerable to criminality,
extremism, trafficking, political ma-
nipulation and other social ills.

Nigeria's demographic strength
can become either its greatest asset
or its greatest burden.

With one of Africa's largest youth-
ful populations, the country cannot
afford to allow its young people to
grow up without access to quality ed-
ucation and employable skills.

A national emergency is justified

The Federal Government should
establish a National Education
Emergency Programme, working
with state governments, local gov-
ernments, development partners,

Nigeria cannot build a prosperous nation on collapsing classrooms
and impassable roads, writes MATTHEW OKAGHA

ROAD CONSTRUCTION

communities and the private sector.

The programme should begin with
a nationwide audit of public schools.

Government must know precisely
how many classrooms are unusable,
how many schools lack water and
sanitation, where teacher shortages
are most severe, and which institu-
tions require urgent rehabilitation.

Funding should then be directed
according to need rather than polit-
ical considerations.

Every state should have measura-
ble targets.

Every intervention should have
timelines.

And every naira allocated should
be traceable.

Emergency funding should focus
particularly on classrooms, teacher
recruitment and training, laborato-
ries, libraries, digital learning facili-
ties, electricity, water and sanitation.

But infrastructure alone will not
solve the education crisis.

Teachers must be adequately
trained, motivated and fairly reward-
ed. Technical and vocational educa-
tion must receive greater attention
because not every young Nigerian
will follow the traditional university
route.

The nation needs electricians,
plumbers, mechanics, welders,
builders, agricultural technicians,
software developers, nurses, teach-
ers, artisans and thousands of other
skilled professionals.

Education policy must therefore
be designed around the realities of
the 21st-century economy.

The roads that hold Nigeria to-
gether are breaking apart

If education builds the human
capital of a nation, roads provide the
physical network through which its
economy moves.

Nigeria's road crisis is therefore
not simply an inconvenience to mo-
torists. It is an economic emergency.

Across the country, major high-
ways, inter-state roads, federal roads
and rural access roads have deterio-
rated badly.

Some roads have become death
traps. Others have turned into mud-
dy corridors during the rainy season,

effectively cutting communities off
from the rest of the country.

The impact is enormous.

Farmers cannot move their pro-
duce efficiently to markets. Perish-
able goods are lost. Transport costs
rise. Businesses spend more money
maintaining vehicles. Travel time in-
creases. Accidents become more fre-
quent. Security risks multiply.

A bad road is effectively a tax on
everybody who uses it.

For the ordinary Nigerian, that tax
appears in the price of food, trans-
portation, goods and services.

For businesses, it appears as higher
logistics costs.

For farmers, it appears as post-har-
vest losses.

For government, it appears as re-
duced economic activity and increased
pressure on other infrastructure.

The rural road question

Perhaps one of the most neglected
dimensions of Nigeria's road crisis is
the network of rural roads.

The nation often focuses on major
federal highways while thousands
of smaller roads connecting farms,
villages, markets, health centres and
schools remain neglected.

Yet these roads are critical to eco-
nomic development.

A farmer may produce enough
food to feed a community, but if the
road from the farm to the market
is impassable, production becomes
commercially meaningless.

A child may have a school nearby,
but if the road becomes inaccessible
during the rainy season, regular at-
tendance becomes difficult.

A pregnant woman may live close
to a health facility, but a terrible road
can turn a short journey into a dan-
gerous ordeal.

Road infrastructure is therefore
directly connected to food security,
healthcare, education, commerce
and national security.

Beyond rehabilitation: rebuild the
system

Declaring an emergency should
not become another avenue for
awarding contracts without results.

Nigeria has witnessed too many
projects announced with fanfare,

only for contractors to abandon them
after consuming substantial public
funds.

The emergency programme must
therefore come with strict accounta-
bility mechanisms.

Government should publish ma-
jor projects, their costs, contractors,
commencement dates, completion
deadlines and funding sources.

Independent engineers and pro-
fessional bodies should participate in
monitoring.

Payments should be tied to verified
milestones.

Contractors who abandon pro-
jects without legitimate justification
should face sanctions.

At the same time, government
must examine why road projects
routinely experience enormous cost
overruns, endless variations and re-
peated extensions.

There must be a move away from
the culture of starting projects with-
out ensuring that they can be com-
pleted.

It is better to complete 100 critical
roads than to scatter resources across
1,000 abandoned projects.

Where should the money come
from?

The inevitable question is funding.

The answer is that Nigeria must
begin to treat education and infra-
structure as strategic national invest-
ments rather than ordinary expend-
iture lines.

The country should aggressive-
ly reduce waste, improve revenue
collection, strengthen tax adminis-
tration, curb leakages and prioritise
capital spending.

Public-private partnerships
should be expanded where appropri-
ate, while development finance and
infrastructure funds should be care-
fully deployed.

But borrowing must also be ap-
proached with discipline.

Nigeria should not borrow merely
to consume.

If borrowing is necessary, it should
be directed towards projects capable
of expanding productive capacity
and generating long-term economic
returns.

A properly constructed road that
connects farms to markets, for in-
stance, can stimulate agricultural
production and commerce for dec-
ades.

A properly equipped school can
produce generations of skilled citi-
zens.

These are investments whose re-
turns extend beyond one budget cy-
cle or political administration.

The emergency must be national,
not political

The proposed declaration must
also transcend party politics.

Education and roads do not be-
long to the APC, PDP, Labour Party
or any other political organisation.

They belong to Nigeria.

The Federal Government must
work with governors, local councils,
traditional institutions, professional
bodies, organised labour, civil soci-
ety organisations and communities.

Governments at all levels must ac-
cept that they share responsibility for
the country's infrastructure deficit.

The private sector must also be
brought into the conversation.

Companies depend on educated
workers and functioning transport
networks. They therefore have a le-
gitimate stake in rebuilding the sys-
tems that sustain the economy.

A generation is waiting

The greatest danger is not mere-
ly that some roads are bad or some
schools are dilapidated.

The greater danger is what pro-
longed neglect does to a generation.

Every year that a child receives
inadequate education represents an
opportunity lost.

Every year that a major road re-
mains abandoned represents busi-
nesses that struggle, farmers who
lose income, travellers exposed to
danger and communities cut off
from opportunity.

Nigeria cannot continue to repair
these problems piecemeal while the
underlying crisis deepens.

The country needs a National
Emergency Recovery Plan for Edu-
cation and Road Infrastructure, with
clearly defined priorities, dedicated
funding, transparent procurement,
independent monitoring and meas-
urable deadlines.

The objective should be simple:
within a defined period, every Ni-
gerian child should have access to a
safe and functional learning envi-
ronment, while critical road corri-
dors linking communities, farms,
industries, markets and cities should
be made motorable.

This is achievable if the political
will exists.

Nigeria has demonstrated repeat-
edly that it can mobilise enormous
resources when national priorities
demand it.

What is required now is the recog-
nition that education and roads are
themselves national emergencies.

The future of the country will not
be determined only by the size of its
oil production, foreign reserves or
Gross Domestic Product.

It will be determined by the quality
ofits people and the infrastructure that
enables those people to create wealth.

Nigeria must therefore act before
the damage becomes irreversible.

Declare the emergency. Mobilise
the resources. Rebuild the schools.
Reconstruct the roads. And give the
next generation a country capable of
carrying its dreams.
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Justice before reintegration

OSARUGUE SOPHIA OSADOLOR

or more than a decade, Nigeria
Fhas battled violent insecurity

that has left thousands of fami-
lies grieving, communities displaced,
businesses destroyed, and entire re-
gions living under constant fear. From
mass abductions and deadly attacks on
villages to ambushes on highways and
assaults on security formations, armed
groups have inflicted deep wounds on
the nation. While the government has
explored different strategies to reduce
violence, one approach continues to
divide public opinion: the rehabili-
tation and reintegration of repentant
bandits and other violent extremists.

Supporters of rehabilitation argue that
it can encourage fighters to abandon vi-
olence and reduce future conflict. They
point to deradicalization programmes
used in different countries and maintain
that not everyone who joins an armed
group remains committed to violence
forever. In theory, helping former fight-
ers return to society could weaken crim-
inal networks and create lasting peace.

Yet for many Nigerians, this argu-
ment is difficult to accept.

The question many citizens contin-
ue to ask is simple: Can there be for-
giveness without justice?

Across northern Nigeria and oth-
er affected regions, countless families
have buried loved ones after brutal
attacks. Farmers have abandoned their

farmlands because of fear. Schoolchil-
dren have been kidnapped from class-
rooms. Communities have watched
homes, churches, mosques, markets,
and businesses destroyed. These are
not statistics on paper; they are pain-
ful realities that continue to shape the
lives of ordinary Nigerians.

Many victims believe that rehabilitat-
ing those responsible sends the wrong
message. To them, it appears that peo-
ple who once terrorized communities
are being offered another opportunity
while survivors are still struggling to re-
build their lives. The emotional burden
of this perception cannot be ignored.

Another concern is public safety.

Nigeria's armed forces and other secu-
rity agencies have sacrificed enormously
in the fight against armed groups. Hun-
dreds of soldiers, police officers, and
other security personnel have lost their
lives while protecting communities from
attacks. Others have suffered life-chang-
ing injuries in the line of duty. These men
and women swore to defend the country,
often at great personal cost.

This is why many Nigerians ques-
tion any proposal that could eventu-
ally place former members of violent
groups in sensitive positions, espe-
cially within the nation's security in-
stitutions. If individuals once fought
against the Nigerian state, citizens nat-
urally worry about whether complete
trust can ever be restored. Security
is built not only on weapons but also

on confidence, discipline, and loyalty.
Even the perception of divided loyalty
can weaken public trust.

Critics also argue that rehabilitation
should never come before accountability.

Every society governed by the rule
of law depends on justice. Crimes such
as murder, kidnapping, terrorism, and
armed robbery carry serious conse-
quences because they threaten the
safety of everyone. If perpetrators of
such crimes appear to receive opportu-
nities that law-abiding citizens struggle
to obtain, it may create the impression
that violence carries little consequence.

Justice is not about revenge. Rath-
er, it is about ensuring accountability,
recognising victims, and reinforcing
respect for the law. Families who have
lost parents, children, spouses, and
friends deserve to know that their pain
has not been forgotten. They deserve
to see that the legal system values their
suffering as much as it values efforts
toward reconciliation.

At the same time, this debate should
be approached carefully and respon-
sibly. It is important not to make
sweeping claims about the nationality
or background of every individual in-
volved in banditry or terrorism. Nige-
ria's security challenges involve differ-
ent armed groups with different origins,
motivations, and structures. While
reports have documented cross-border
movements of some criminal elements,
it would be inaccurate to assume that

REINTEGRATION LAW

every bandit or extremist is a foreign
national. Public discussions are strong-
est when they rely on verified facts rath-
er than assumptions.

Instead of focusing primarily on
rehabilitating perpetrators, many cit-
izens believe greater attention should
be given to victims. Thousands of in-
ternally displaced persons remain in
camps or temporary settlements, hop-
ing to return to normal lives. Children
have missed years of education. Farm-
ers need support to return to their
fields. Widows require economic as-
sistance. Communities need hospitals,

Who will lead tomorrow if our children beg today?
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treet begging has become an in-
Screasingly visible sight in parts
of being city, particularly around
Ring Road and the Aduwawa axis.
Many residents encounter women,
often accompanied by young children
and even newborn babies, asking mo-
torists and pedestrians for money.
While poverty is a reality for many
families, the growing involvement of
children in street begging raises se-
rious concerns about theirs welfare,
education, health, and future. The
issue deserves urgent attention from
government agy, non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), and the public.
One of the mostly disturbing as-
pects of this situation is the number
of children seen begging alone side
their mothers. Rather than spending
their days in classrooms, many of these
children spend long hours on busy
roads, exposed to traffic hazards, harsh
weather, and other dangers. Observers
often note that some appear poorly
nourished, unkempt, and exhausted.
Every child deserves the opportunity
to learn, play, and grow in a safe envi-
ronment, not to spend their childhood
soliciting alms on the streets.
The sight of mothers carrying new-
born babies under the scorching sun
while begging is equally troubling. In-

fants are especially vulnerable to heat,
dehydration, and illness, making pro-
longed exposure to such conditions a
significant concern. Regardless of the
circumstances that led these families
to the streets, the health and safety of
these children should remain a prior-
ity. Their presence in such environ-
ments highlights the urgent need for
intervention and support.

Many people view stress begging
as a public nuisance, but the problem
is often rooted in deeper social and
economic challenges such as poverty,

CHILDERN

unemployment, displacement, and
limited access to education and so-
cial services. Lasting solutions must
be therefore address these underlying
issues rather than focusing solely on
removing beggars from the streets. A
compassionate response that com-
bines enforcement with support is
more likely to produce meaningful and
sustainable change.

The Edo State Government, work-
ing alongside NGOs, religious organ-
isations, and community leaders, can
play a vital role in role in changing the

lives of these families. Programmes
aimed at rehabilitation women, pro-
viding vocational skills business grants
could reduce their dependence on
begging. At the same time, dedicated
educational programmes should and
receive the quality education necessary
to build a better future.

Government should also strengthen
child protection measures by discourag-
ing the use of children for the streets beg-
ging. Where children are deliberately ex-
posed to dangerous conditions or denied
access to education, appropriate legal ac-
tion should be taken in accordance with
the with child protection laws. However,
enforcement should be accompanied by
welfare programmes that provide fami-
lies with practical alternatives, ensuring
that punishments alone do not worsen
their circumstances.

Ultimately, the growing presence of
women and children begging on the
streets of Benin city is not merely an
issue of public inconvenience but one
of the human rights dignity and child
welfare. Every child deserves educa-
tion, protection, and hope, while every
mother deserves the opportunity to
earn a decent living through lawful
means. By combining compassion
with effective government policies,
Edo State can protect vulnerable chil-
dren, empower struggling families,
and create safer streets for everyone.

schools, roads, and security restored.

If government resources are avail-
able, many Nigerians argue that they
should first rebuild the lives of those
who suffered because of violence be-
fore investing heavily in programmes
for those who carried out the attacks.

There is also the issue of public confi-
dence in government. Security policies
succeed only when citizens trust them.
If communities believe decisions are
being made without adequate consul-
tation or transparency, suspicion grows.
Any rehabilitation programme should
therefore be accompanied by clear in-
formation about how participants are
selected, monitored, and evaluated.
Citizens deserve assurance that public
safety will never be compromised.

None of this means that peace should
be abandoned. Every nation hopes
to end cycles of violence, and history
shows that some conflicts have even-
tually been resolved through dialogue,
deradicalization, and reintegration.

However, lasting peace is rarely
achieved by overlooking justice. Rec-
onciliation is strongest when it ac-
knowledges victims, holds offenders
accountable under the law, and en-
sures that communities feel protected.

Ultimately, the debate over reha-
bilitation is not simply about former
fighters. It is about the kind of society
Nigeria wants to build. Should jus-
tice come before reintegration? How
can victims find closure if they be-
lieve those responsible have escaped
accountability? What message does
society send to young people when
those associated with violence appear
to receive opportunities unavailable to
many law-abiding citizens?

These are difficult questions with
NO easy answers.

One thing, however, remains clear:
Nigerians deserve security, justice, and
peace. These three goals should never
compete with one another. Any poli-
cy designed to reduce insecurity must
place the safety of innocent citizens
first, respect the sacrifices of security
personnel, and recognise the suffering
of victims.
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