
COURTESY VISIT:
Deputy Governor of Edo State, Dennis Idahosa (7th left),  Chief Judge of Edo State, Hon Justice Daniel Iyobosa Okungbowa (8th 
left)and Gov Monday Okpebholo (9th left) with judges across the state on a courtesy visit to Edo State Government House on 
Thursday.

Tenebe made the call during 
the party’s statewide mobili-
sation tour of Okpella, Agene-
bode and Fugar in Etsako East 
and Etsako Central Local Gov-
ernment Areas of Edo State.

The APC chairman, who ac-
companied Governor Monday 
Okpebholo on the tour, urged 
party members to intensify 
grassroots mobilisation while 

avoiding quarrels, violence and 
other acts capable of undermin-
ing the electoral process.

He said the party’s victory 
in 2027 would depend largely 
on its ability to mobilise voters 
across the state and ensure that 
supporters came out to exer-
cise their franchise.

“We need to maintain the 
one-man, one-vote concept 

Ahead 2027: Edo APC chair urges members to adopt 'one man, one vote' strategy

FG opens 2026 oil 
licensing round, offers 
40 blocks to investors 

introduced by our leader. Our 
vote is what is needed to return 
President Tinubu to power 
and ensure the developmental 
stride continues in Nigeria,” 
Tenebe said.

He commended President 
Bola Tinubu and Governor 
Okpebholo for what he de-
scribed as their developmental 
efforts, urging APC members 

to support the two administra-
tions for continuity.

“We have all seen the de-
velopmental stride of our 
governor, the son of President 
Tinubu. Governor Okpebholo 
is working as well as President 
Tinubu. We all need to support 
our party for continued devel-
opment,” he said.

Tenebe also defended the 

Richard Eweka

Edo State Chairman of the 
All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), Jarrett Ten-

ebe, has urged members of the 
party to adopt a “one man, one 
vote” strategy and mobilise 
voters peacefully ahead of the 
2027 general election.
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Edo Government plans palliative 
measures to control flood in GRA

Aghedo Iyobor 

The Federal Government 
has officially opened the 
2026 oil and gas licens-

ing round, offering 40 petrole-
um blocks across land, shallow 
water and deepwater terrains 
to investors.

The exercise, announced by 
the Nigerian Upstream Petro-
leum Regulatory Commission 
(NUPRC), is aimed at attract-
ing fresh investment into Ni-
geria's upstream oil and gas 
sector and strengthening the 
country's production capacity.

The Commission also an-
nounced new bidding guide-

lines requiring prospective 
bidders to disclose the benefi-
cial owners behind their bids, 
while the evaluation method-
ology and results of the exer-
cise would be made available to 
promote transparency.

NUPRC Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Mrs Oritsemeyiwa Eye-
san, announced the licensing 
round during her closing re-
marks at the fifth anniversary 
celebration of the Commission 
in Abuja on Tuesday.

Eyesan said the exercise fol-
lowed the approval of President 
Bola Tinubu, who also serves 
as Minister of Petroleum Re-

ABUJA

BENIN CITY

CONTINUES ON PG 2»

Richard Eweka 

The Edo State Govern-
ment says it plans to 
commence a rehabili-

tation of roads and drainage 
infrastructure in the Govern-
ment Reserved Area (GRA) of 
Benin City as part of measures 
to tackle flooding and create a 
new GRA.

Governor Monday Okpeb-
holo disclosed this on Thurs-
day day when he received the 

Chief Judge of Edo State, Jus-
tice Daniel Iyobosa Okung-
bowa, and other judges who 
paid him a courtesy visit at the 
Government House in Benin 
City.

The judges were at the Gov-
ernment House to invite the 
governor to activities mark-
ing the commencement of the 
2026/2027 legal year.

Okpebholo said the existing 
GRA was not properly planned 
from inception, adding that 
some houses might have to be 

removed to make way for the 
planned infrastructure im-
provements.

“My administration is 
working to have a new GRA as 
I believe the old GRA was not 
properly planned right from 
inception.

“I called for proposals and 
three companies gave me an 
estimate of about N250 bil-
lion. Some houses have to give 
way, But at the moment we are 
going to focus on doing some 

palliative work to control 
flooding and ease movement 
in the area, He said.

The governor said the gov-
ernment would commence 
palliative work on roads in the 
GRA after the rainy season.

“After the rainy season, 
we have to do some palliative 
work on most of the roads 
in the GRA. The EdoGIS is 
already working on areas re-
quiring improvements of in-
frastructure like water and 

electricity,” he said.
Okpebholo also commend-

ed the state judiciary for its 
cooperation with his adminis-
tration, particularly in the use 
of special courts and efforts 
toward speedy dispensation of 
justice.

“I want to thank the judi-
ciary for the cooperation my 
administration is enjoying in 
the state, most especially in 
the area of the Special Court 
and speedy dispensation of 

justice,” he said.
He also commended the 

judges for what he described 
as diligence in the discharge of 
their duties.

“I also thank all the judges 
in the state because I have not 
heard any negative reports 
about their activities, showing 
that they are diligent in the 
discharge of their responsibil-
ity as judges in the state,” the 
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Federal Government’s remov-
al of fuel subsidy, arguing that 
the policy had increased re-
sources available to state gov-
ernments for development.

According to him, the addi-
tional resources had also con-
tributed to improvements in 
the security sector.
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NDLEA arrests 42, seizes 9.5 tonnes of drugs in Edo

Oba of Benin’s 10th Coronation Anniversary: 
Imasuen unveils month-long celebration

Tinubu administration deepens innovation drive, 
awards N100million to young Nigerian inventor

Our Reporter

The Edo State Com-
mand of the National 
Drug Law Enforcement 

Agency (NDLEA) arrested 42 
suspected drug traffickers and 
seized illicit drugs weighing 
more than 9,520 kilogrammes 
in September 2026.

The command also declared 
a suspected drug trafficker, 
Gospel Mudiaga Odeh, alias 
“Omega”, wanted after he re-
portedly escaped during an 

intelligence-led operation in 
the state.

The State Commander of the 
NDLEA, Mitchell Ofoyeju, dis-
closed this while presenting the 
command’s September 2026 
scorecard covering drug law en-
forcement, prosecution, rehabili-
tation and drug-abuse prevention.

According to him, the 42 sus-
pects comprised 22 females and 
20 males, highlighting what he 
described as the increasing in-
volvement of women in illicit 
drug trafficking in the state.

Ofoyeju said Odeh escaped 
during an operation but aban-
doned his black Toyota Matrix 
vehicle. A subsequent search of the 
vehicle allegedly led to the recov-
ery of 65kg of cannabis, N1.16 mil-
lion cash and 55 Ethiopian birr.

He said the suspect's 
26-year-old salesgirl, Ojugo 
Mercy, was arrested and found 
in possession of assorted illic-
it substances, including 989 
grammes of Loud, 13 grammes 
of Colorado and 83 grammes 
of methamphetamine.

Caroline Ameh

The Federal Government 
has intensified its push 
to transform Nigerian 

ideas and inventions into com-
mercially viable products, with 
the administration of President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu backing a 

nationwide innovation pro-
gramme that has reached more 
than 3,500 young Nigerians.

The initiative, implemented by 
the National Agency for Science 
and Engineering Infrastructure 
(NASENI) in partnership with 
AfriLabs, culminated in Abuja 
with the award of a N100 million 
grand prize to Adaeze Ruth Ak-

STATEWIDE MOBILISATION:
Edo State Governor, Sen. Monday Okpebholo (middle, above), flanked by other APC leaders, addressing supporters of the party during the APC 
statewide mobilisation tour across  Estako East and Estako Central Local Government Areas of the state yesterday.

smart irrigation systems.
The award was presented at 

the 2026 InnovateNaija Final 
Pitch Event and Awards Cere-
mony held at the Banquet Hall 
of the State House, Abuja, where 
15 national finalists showcased 
solutions developed to address 
challenges across different sec-
tors of the Nigerian economy.

Representing President 
Tinubu, the Minister of Inno-
vation, Science and Technology, 
Dr Kingsley Tochukwu Udeh, 
said the quality of innovations 
displayed at the event showed 
that Nigeria had a large pool 
of talent capable of producing 
solutions to national challenges.

Udeh said the administra-
tion’s priority was to ensure that 
Nigerian innovations progressed 
beyond research and prototypes 
to commercial products.

“We are looking at how to 
connect our researchers and 
innovators with investors and 
industries that can commer-
cialise their ideas,” he said.

pagbula, an agricultural engineer 
from Abia State.

Akpagbula, co-founder of Farm 
Speak, won the 2026 InnovateNai-
ja competition for developing the 
PenKeep Smart Poultry Climate 
Control System, a technology de-
signed to help farmers manage 
environmental conditions in poul-
try, aquaculture, greenhouse and 
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“The removal of fuel subsi-
dy has brought about develop-
ment across all sectors of the 
Nigerian economy, especially 
the security sector, as security 
has improved across the na-
tion,” he said.

He explained that the mo-
bilisation tour was designed 
to bring the party leadership 
closer to members at the ward 
and unit levels and prepare 
them for the 2027 elections.

“I am here to meet with 
leaders of the party and mem-
bers across units and wards 
in the council areas to moti-
vate and prepare them for the 
forthcoming general election,” 
Tenebe said.

He further maintained that 
the Okpebholo administra-
tion had taken measures to 
strengthen security in Edo, 
noting that criminal elements 
were finding it increasingly 
difficult to operate in the state.

At Fugar, the administra-
tive headquarters of Etsako 
Central Local Government 
Area, Tenebe paid tribute to 
the late Chief Dan Osi Orbih, 
a prominent politician from 
the area, acknowledging his 
contributions to Edo politics.

He urged the people of Ok-
pella, Agenebode and Fugar to 
remain committed to the APC 
and participate actively in the 

2027 general election.
Also speaking during the 

mobilisation tour, Gover-
nor Monday Okpebholo said 
the votes of Edo people were 
needed to sustain what he de-
scribed as the developmental 
strides of the Tinubu-led Fed-
eral Government.

Okpebholo said President 
Tinubu had demonstrat-
ed courage by removing the 
fuel subsidy and introducing 
measures aimed at blocking 
leakages associated with the 
subsidy regime.

He said the development had 
resulted in more resources being 
made available to state govern-
ments for infrastructure and 
other development projects.

“In January 2027, we would 
be facing a major election in 
Nigeria and this election will 
shape Nigeria. I urge you all 
to play your part and ensure 
massive votes for our party to 
return our President to enable 
him continue his developmen-
tal stride in the nation,” the 
governor said.

Meanwhile, Chairman of 
Etsako East Local Govern-
ment Area and Edo State 
Chairman of the Association 
of Local Governments of Ni-
geria (ALGON), Sunny Ek-
peson, commended Governor 
Okpebholo for what he de-
scribed as his non-interference 
in local government finances.

governor said.
On the welfare of judg-

es, Okpebholo said the state 
government had obtained 
approval from the State Ex-
ecutive Council to purchase 
new vehicles to replace the old 
ones currently being used by 
judges.

“We have gotten approv-
al from the State Executive 
Council on purchasing vehi-
cles to replace the old ones our 
judges are using. We are look-
ing at about 33 vehicles which 
you will get soon,” he said.

The Chief Judge, Justice 
Okungbowa, commended the 
governor for what he described 
as his developmental strides 
and the collaboration between 
the executive and judiciary.

He said the cooperation be-
tween the two arms of govern-
ment had contributed to devel-
opment and peace in the state.

Okungbowa said the del-
egation was at the Govern-
ment House to formally invite 
the governor to the activities 
marking the commencement 
of the 2026/2027 legal year in 
the state on Thursday, Oct. 9.

“We are here on a courtesy 
visit to invite you to the com-
mencement of the 2026/2027 
legal year as our visitation is to 
inform you of our programme 
of activities,” he said.

The Chief Judge thanked the 
governor for his administra-
tion’s collaboration with other 
arms of government, which 
he said had contributed to the 
peaceful atmosphere in Edo.

“Thank you for the good 
work you are doing in Edo 
State and the collaboration 
with other arms of govern-
ment which has made the state 
peaceful. Thank you for your 
developmental stride across all 
sectors of the state,” Okungbo-
wa said.

sources.
According to her, the licens-

ing round is designed to boost 
Nigeria's crude oil production, 
increase the nation's reserves 
and deepen both local and for-
eign participation in the petro-
leum industry.

The initiative is also ex-
pected to provide new oppor-
tunities for investors while 

supporting the Federal Gov-
ernment's broader efforts to 
reposition the upstream sector 
as a major driver of economic 
growth and national revenue.

The NUPRC boss said the 
transparency measures em-
bedded in the new bidding 
guidelines were intended to 
strengthen confidence in the 
licensing process and ensure 
that qualified investors had a 
fair opportunity to participate.

Benedict Okate 

The 10th coronation an-
niversary of the Oba 
of Benin, His Royal 

Majesty, Omo N’Oba N’Edo 
Uku’Akpolokpolo, Oba Ew-
uare II, CFR, will be marked 
with a month-long programme 
of cultural, educational, sport-
ing and social activities across 
Benin City, Edo State.

Chairman of the 10th Cor-
onation Anniversary Commit-
tee and former Deputy Gover-
nor of Edo State, Chief Lucky 
Imasuen, disclosed this while 
briefing journalists on the ac-
tivities lined up to commemo-

rate the landmark anniversary.
According to Imasuen, 

the celebrations, which com-
menced on October 4, 2026, 
with the airing of the cor-
onation compendium on 
mainstream and social media 
platforms, will run through 
November 21, when a grand re-
ception is scheduled to hold at 
the newly constructed festival 
hall within the palace premises.

He said the anniversary was 
designed to showcase the rich 
cultural heritage of the Benin 
Kingdom, while bringing to-
gether traditional institutions, 
government officials, profes-
sionals, young people, artists 
and other stakeholders.

The official 10th coronation 
anniversary documentary was 
scheduled for broadcast on 
October 5, while a food festi-
val, arts and photo exhibition, 
trade fair, skills acquisition 
programme and luncheon will 
hold on October 9 at the Oba 
Akenzua Cultural Centre.

The programme will contin-
ue on October 10 with a cultur-
al festival and luncheon at the 
Oba Akenzua Scout Centre.

Also scheduled for October 
12 is the Oba Erediauwa Me-
morial Lecture and luncheon 
at the Akin Deko Auditorium 
of the University of Benin.

A major highlight of the cel-
ebrations will be a special cour-

tesy visit to the Benin monarch 
by the First Lady of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, Senator 
Oluremi Tinubu, on October 
15, in commemoration of the 
coronation anniversary.

Other activities include wres-
tling, a palace football match and 
luncheon at the palace grounds 
on October 16, while a chess 
tournament and Children's Day 
activities are scheduled for Oc-
tober 17 at the Victor Uwaifo 
Creative Hub and Oba Akenzua 
Cultural Centre respectively.

On October 19 to 21, an 
exhibition of recovered Benin 
artefacts will take place at the 
National Museum Grounds, 
Kings Square, Benin City.
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Wike, Oshiomhole, others eulogise late Dan Orbih
of tributes organised in hon-
our of Orbih, former National 
Vice-Chairman of the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP), 
South South.

Orbih, who hailed from Et-
sako in Edo State, died on Au-
gust 31 at the age of 64.

Recounting the political in-
trigues surrounding the 2015 
Rivers governorship contest, 
Wike said Orbih stood firmly 
by him despite intense pressure 
and attempts to induce him 

into withdrawing his support.
“Today I am a Minister of 

the FCT; yesterday I was a gov-
ernor. Who did God use for 
me to become governor? It was 
Dan,” Wike said.

He recalled that between 
2013 and 2014, political oppo-
nents mounted enormous pres-
sure on Orbih, who was then 
the PDP National Vice-Chair-
man, South South, to abandon 
his support for his governor-
ship bid.

BENIN CITY

ABUJA

Oredo council, NIMASA equip 
pupils with school materials 

Imafidon appoints five supervisory Councillors

UBEC finalises framework to 
institutionalise public-private 
basic education partnerships

PDP structure across the South 
South.

He said what distinguished 
Orbih was that his loyalty was 
not driven by personal inter-
est, noting that during his eight 
years as governor, the late pol-
itician never approached him 
for contracts or political pa-
tronage.

“Dan is not a typical Nigeri-
an politician. Throughout my 
eight years as governor, he nev-
er came for one day—either by 
phone or coming to my house 
to say, ‘I need this contract.’ 
Never,” Wike said.

The FCT minister said Or-
bih's commitment to friendship 
and loyalty was deeply rooted 
in his family values.

“The only way I can identi-
fy a politician that is reliable is 
when that politician has stood 
in times of crisis. Loyalty, com-
mitment to friendship, and 
being a brother’s keeper run in 
Dan’s family,” he said.

Wike further said Orbih's 
influence as PDP National 
Vice-Chairman, South South, 
contributed to the emergence 
of several political office hold-
ers in the region.

He also recalled Orbih's role 
in promoting political coop-
eration across party lines in 
Edo State, describing him as a 
politician who supported oth-
ers without necessarily seeking 
personal benefit.

Wike called for a state burial 
for the late politician, citing his 
contributions to the political 
development of Edo State.

He also pledged to main-
tain a close relationship with 
Orbih's family and work with 
them to preserve his legacy.

Chairman of the Board of 
the Nigeria Upstream Petrole-
um Regulatory Commission 
(NUPRC), Senator Magnus 

Abe, also attributed his entry 
into politics to Orbih.

Abe recalled that he served 
as Director-General of Orbih's 
first governorship campaign 
under the United Nigeria Con-
gress Party (UNCP).

“I was the Director Gener-
al of his first campaign in the 
United Nigeria Congress Party 
when he ran for governor and 
I went everywhere in Edo with 
him,” Abe said. He described 
Orbih as a bridge-builder 
whose political life had posi-
tively influenced many people.

“Dan was indeed a bridge 
builder par excellence. We are 
gathered here today not be-
cause Dan is dead. We are gath-
ered because of the life that he 
lived and that life impacted all 
of us in so many different ways,” 
he said.

Senator Adams Oshiomhole, 
representing Edo North, said 
despite their political differ-
ences over the years, Orbih's 
opposition helped him become 
a better governor of Edo State.

Oshiomhole, who governed 
Edo between 2008 and 2016, 
said Orbih's presence as an op-
position leader compelled his 
administration to think careful-
ly about its decisions.

“So my happiness today is 
that Dan and I, whatever our 
political differences we might 
have had, the truth is, Dan 
made me a better governor,” 
Oshiomhole said.

He recalled that before tak-
ing major decisions, he often 
considered how Orbih and the 
opposition would interpret 
them. “That is why I say Dan 
helped me to be a better gover-
nor,” he said.

Oshiomhole urged Orbih's 
family to take solace in the fact 
that their father worked for uni-
ty, progress and development.

Among the schools visited 
were Payne Primary School, 
Uwa Modern Primary School, 
School of Developmental Chal-
lenge and the School for the Vis-
ually Impaired.

The visit to the School for 
the Visually Impaired was par-
ticularly emotional, as the de-
termination, enthusiasm and 
resilience displayed by the pu-
pils visibly touched the council 
chairman and members of his 
entourage.

The pupils’ enthusiasm 
during the presentation un-
derscored the importance of 

providing children with special 
needs the necessary educational 
materials and support to partic-
ipate meaningfully in the learn-
ing process.

Speaking on the interven-
tion, Iduseri commended NI-
MASA for partnering with the 
council to support pupils and 
contribute to the development 
of education in Oredo.

He stressed that collabo-
ration between government 
agencies and other stakehold-
ers was essential to expanding 
access to quality education, 
particularly for children living 

The Universal Basic Ed-
ucation Commission 
(UBEC) is finalising a 

framework to institutionalise 
public-private partnerships in 
basic education and ensure that 
interventions are better coordi-
nated, sustainable and aligned 
with national priorities.

Acting Head of the Pub-
lic-Private Engagement and 
Partnership (PPEP) Unit of 
UBEC, Mr Abdulmumuni 
Abdulsalam, disclosed this on 
Wednesday in Ikeja, Lagos, at 
a two-day meeting on the fi-
nalisation of the commission’s 
Public-Private Engagement 
and Partnership Framework.

Abdulsalam, who was rep-
resented by an official of the 
PPEP Unit, Mrs Ebire Agada, 
said the framework would pro-
vide a structured approach to 
engaging private-sector actors, 
development partners and oth-
er stakeholders in basic educa-
tion delivery. He said the meet-
ing was designed to ensure that 

Chief Press Secretary to the 
council chairman, Ogiehor Ehis 
Tornado, Imafidon congratulat-
ed the appointees and expressed 
confidence in their capacity, 
competence and experience to 
contribute meaningfully to the 
development of Uhunmwode.

The chairman charged them 
to bring their expertise and 
professional experience to bear 
on the administration of the 
council, stressing the need for 
dedication, transparency, ac-
countability and effective ser-
vice delivery.

He urged the new appoin-
tees to justify the confidence 

reposed in them by embracing 
selfless service, teamwork and 
innovative approaches to gov-
ernance.

Imafidon further reiterated 
his administration’s commit-
ment to purposeful, responsive 
and people-oriented govern-
ance, noting that the appoint-
ments were aimed at strength-
ening the machinery of the 
council and ensuring that the 
dividends of democracy reach 
the grassroots.

He wished the newly ap-
pointed Supervisory Council-
lors a successful and impactful 
tenure.

the framework was practical, 
effective and responsive to the 
realities of basic education de-
livery across Nigeria.

According to him, the draft 
framework is a strategic tool 
for strengthening collabora-
tion between government and 
non-state actors by harnessing 
their resources, expertise, inno-
vation, technology and institu-
tional capacity to complement 
government efforts.

“Government alone cannot 
address all the challenges of 
providing quality, accessible, 
equitable and inclusive basic 
education,” he said.

Abdulsalam said sustainable 
partnerships were required to 
mobilise additional resources, 
introduce innovative solutions, 
strengthen institutional capaci-
ty and support interventions in 
areas with critical gaps.

He explained that the frame-
work would move partnerships 
beyond isolated interventions 
to strategic and coordinated 
efforts aligned with national 
education priorities.

The Oredo Local Govern-
ment Council, in part-
nership with the Nigerian 

Maritime Administration and 
Safety Agency (NIMASA), has 
distributed educational materi-
als, school uniforms, school bags 
and shoes to pupils in public 
schools across the council area.

The intervention, according 
to the council, is aimed at creat-
ing a more conducive learning 
environment, improving pupils’ 
welfare and strengthening ac-
cess to quality basic education.

Leading the exercise, the 
Chairman of Oredo Local Gov-
ernment Council, Hon. Engr. 
Gabriel Iduseri, visited sever-
al schools in the council area 
alongside members of his ad-
ministration.

The delegation included the 
Vice Chairman, Hon. Ekina-
dose Akhilome; Secretary to the 
Council, Hon. Aimuamwonsa 
Airhiavbere; Chief of Staff, Hon. 
Ebegue Igho-Osagie; Special 
Adviser, Hon. Austin Odigie; 
Secretary, Local Government 
Education Authority, Mrs. San-
dra Iyalekhue; and the newly 
appointed Supervisor for Edu-
cation, Hon. Weyimi Omorogi-
uwa.

“There was nothing in this 
world that was not done to in-
duce him. My governor then 
sent people to Dan, offered him 
everything in this world, but 
Dan stood firm and said, ‘No, I 
will not accept, I will not agree,’” 
he recalled.

According to Wike, Orbih 
not only offered political back-
ing but also donated two bul-
letproof Mercedes-Benz buses 
to support his campaign and 
security, while mobilising the 

BENIN CITY

Minister of the Feder-
al Capital Territory 
(FCT), Mr Nyesom 

Wike, has recalled the pivotal 
role played by late Chief Daniel 
Orbih in his emergence as Gov-
ernor of Rivers State in 2015, 
describing the late politician as 
an instrument used by God to 
advance his political ambition.

Wike made the disclosure on 
Wednesday in Abuja at a night 

with special needs.
According to him, the initia-

tive reflects his administration’s 
commitment to ensuring that 
every child in Oredo has the 
opportunity to learn, develop 
and realise his or her potential, 
irrespective of physical ability.

Iduseri assured that the 
council would continue to 
pursue programmes aimed at 
improving pupils’ welfare, sup-
porting teachers and creating 
an enabling environment for 
effective teaching and learning 
across the local government 
area.

AWARDS CEREMONY:
L-R..Director of Programme, Afrilabs, Ms Nanko Madu and the Executive Vice Chairman/Executive Officer (NASENI) Engr. Khali 
Suleiman; during the 2026 InnovateNaija final pitch events and awards ceremony in Abuja yesterday.  Photo:Omoye Aminu

 BENIN CITY

The Executive Chairman 
of Uhunmwode Local 
Government Council, 

Hon. Austin Imafidon, has ap-
proved the appointment of five 
Supervisory Councillors as part 
of efforts to strengthen grass-
roots administration, enhance 
service delivery and consolidate 
his administration’s develop-
ment agenda.

The newly appointed Super-
visory Councillors are Osaretin 
Eboigbe, Sunday Ogbeide, Ades-
uwa Menyagan, Blessing Abang-
bee and Jane Idahor.

In a statement issued by the 

...tasks them on effective service delivery

Osemudiamhen O. Faith 
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Omoike pledges to support initiatives for safer roads 
in Etsako West as FRSC honours him

Oyo sugar factory reaches test-running stage 
after over a decade

FG urges scrap dealers 
to suspend strike, 
promises steel sector 

The Federal Government 
has appealed to scrap 
metal dealers under the 

National Association of Scrap 
and Waste Dealers Employers of 
Nigeria to suspend their ongo-
ing industrial action and return 
to the negotiation table over 
grievances threatening activi-
ties across the steel value chain.

The Minister of Steel Devel-
opment, Prince Shuaibu Audu, 
made the appeal through the 
Permanent Secretary of the 
ministry, Ambassador Nura 
Abba Rimi, in a statement is-
sued by the Head of Press and 
Public Relations, Tine-Iulun 
M.A., on Thursday.

The development followed 
an industrial action embarked 
upon by members of NAS-
WDEN over what the associa-
tion described as practices un-
dermining the operations and 
economic interests of local scrap 
dealers.

The association’s complaints 
include alleged undervaluation 
of scrap metals, manipulation 
of weighing scales leading to 
weight reductions, direct pur-
chase of scrap metals by local 
and other steel-producing com-
panies, and the importation of 
billets.

The Federal Government 
said it recognised the concerns 
raised by the scrap dealers and 
was considering them in con-
sultation with the National Steel 
Council.

The statement read, “The 
Honourable Minister of Steel 
Development, Prince Shuaibu 
Abubakar Audu, has, through 
the Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry, Ambassador Nura 
Abba Rimi, called on the leader-
ship of the National Association 
of Scrap and Waste Dealers Em-
ployers of Nigeria to suspend its 
ongoing industrial action in the 
interest of industrial harmony, 
mutual understanding and the 
overall stability and develop-
ment of Nigeria’s steel sector.

“The Minister acknowl-
edges the concerns raised by 
NASWDEN, which were for-
mally presented to the Minis-
try through the National Steel 

The Executive Chairman of 
Etsako West Local Govern-
ment Area, Hon. Romeo 

Alaoye Omoike, has said his ad-
ministration will continue to sup-
port initiatives aimed at ensuring 

safer roads and protecting the lives 
of motorists, pedestrians and other 
road users across the local govern-
ment area.

The Chairman stated this when 
the Federal Road Safety Corps 
(FRSC), Auchi Unit Command, 
presented him with an award in 
recognition of his humanitarian 

Council. These concerns in-
clude alleged undervaluation 
of scrap metals, weight reduc-
tions arising from malpractices 
involving weighing scales, the 
involvement of local and other 
steel-producing companies in 
direct scrap metals trading, the 
importation of billets, and other 
practices perceived by the Asso-
ciation to be limiting the effec-
tive participation of local scrap 
dealers in the steel value chain.”

The ministry said the com-
plaints were serious because 
of the role of scrap dealers in 
supplying raw materials to 
steel-producing companies and 
supporting activities across the 
domestic steel value chain.

It said it was working with 
the National Steel Council to 
develop practical measures that 
would address the grievanc-
es without undermining steel 
manufacturers or other busi-
nesses operating in the sector.

“The Ministry recognises the 
seriousness and importance of 
these concerns and is currently 
giving them due consideration 
in consultation with the Nation-
al Steel Council, with a view to 
developing practical, balanced 
and sustainable institutional 
measures to address the issues 
raised,” it stated.

The Minister has conse-
quently directed the Perma-
nent Secretary, in collaboration 
with the Office of the Executive 
Secretary of the National Steel 
Council, to invite NASWDEN’s 
leadership for further discus-
sions and mediation.

The engagement is expect-
ed to examine the association’s 
grievances and their implica-
tions for scrap dealers, steel 
manufacturers and other oper-
ators.

“The Honourable Minister 
has directed the Permanent Sec-
retary, in collaboration with the 
Office of the Executive Secre-
tary of the National Steel Coun-
cil, to invite the apex leadership 
of NASWDEN for further dis-
cussions and effective media-
tion on the issues raised by the 
Association, as well as their 
implications for steel-producing 
companies and other operators 
within the sector,” the statement 
said.

services and support for road safety 
operations in the area.

Hon. Omoike noted that gov-
ernment alone cannot effectively 
tackle road safety challenges with-
out active collaboration with rele-
vant agencies and stakeholders.

He assured the FRSC of the 
council's continued cooperation, 

saying the partnership would be 
sustained in the collective interest 
of the people.

The Chairman further reaf-
firmed his administration's com-
mitment to removing obstructions 
and supporting measures that 
promote safe motoring and orderly 
movement across Etsako West.

He thanked the FRSC for the 
recognition, describing the award 
as a call to deepen the partnership 
between the local government and 
the Corps.

Earlier, leaders of the delega-
tion, Chief Route Commander 
Abdulai Khamis Faruq and Su-
perintendent Route Command-
er Darling Chigozie Abara, said 
Hon. Omoike's intervention had 
strengthened the humanitarian ac-
tivities of the FRSC and enhanced 
its capacity to respond to emer-
gencies involving road users in the 
area.

According to them, the rec-
ognition is part of a national pro-

gramme of the FRSC designed to 
acknowledge individuals and or-
ganisations contributing meaning-
fully to its humanitarian and road 
safety mandate.

They commended the council 
boss for his willingness to partner 
with the agency, particularly in ad-
dressing environmental and traffic 
obstructions capable of endanger-
ing motorists and pedestrians.

The delegation also acknowl-
edged the Chairman's support for 
the relocation of trucks obstructing 
pedestrian walkways, an interven-
tion that has helped to improve 
movement and safety along affect-
ed routes.

The Oyo Sugar and 
Derivatives Indus-
tries Limited facto-

ry in Iseyin, Oyo State, has 
reached the commissioning 
and test-running stage after 
more than a decade.

The National Sugar Devel-
opment Council disclosed 
this in a statement on Thurs-
day, saying the development 
is “a milestone that brings 
to fruition over a decade of 
financial, technical and in-
stitutional support by the 
Council.”

According to NSDC, the 
300-tonnes-per-day green-

field sugar mill was devel-
oped under the Nigeria Sug-
ar Master Plan’s Backward 
Integration Programme.

The council said it funded 
the procurement of the facto-
ry’s core sugar mill at about 
N1.64bn and later provided 
additional funding for cane 
development and operation-
al support, bringing its total 
financial commitment to ap-
proximately N2.2bn.

It added that the Oyo State 
Government contributed an 
estimated N850m in equity 
funding towards the comple-
tion of outstanding works.

The NSDC Executive Sec-
retary and Chief Executive 

Officer, Kamar Bakrin, said 
the factory’s readiness for 
commissioning was the re-
sult of sustained contribu-
tions from the council, the 
state government and the 
project promoters.

“That this factory now 
stands ready for commis-
sioning is the result of sus-
tained commitment — by 
the Council, by the Oyo State 
Government and by the pro-
moters themselves,” Bakrin 
said.

He added that the council 
would remain involved as 
the factory moves towards 
full-scale commercial pro-
duction.

“Our work does not end 
here. The NSDC will remain 
engaged as OSDL moves into 

full-scale commercial pro-
duction, and we expect this 
project to serve as proof that 
Nigeria’s sugar sector can be 
built on locally grown cane,” 
he said.

The council also com-
mended the promoters and 
farming communities in 
Iseyin for developing the 
project from a cooperative 
farming venture into an op-
erational factory.

The NSDC said the project 
was one of the few new-build 
sugar factories to emerge 
from the Backward Integra-
tion Programme of the Nige-
ria Sugar Master Plan, which 
seeks to increase domestic 
sugar production and reduce 
dependence on imported 
sugar.

Soludo sets up panel to probe Anambra communal crisis

Governor, Prof. Chuk-
wuma Soludo, has 
convened a high-level 

stakeholders’ peace meeting at 
the Light House, Awka, to ad-
dress the protracted crisis be-
tween the Umuoba Anam and 
Aguleri communities in An-
ambra East Local Government 
Area.

There have been reports of 
communal clashes between the 
two communities, which have 
tragically resulted in the loss 
of lives and left several persons 
injured, as well as the burning 
of several buildings, including 
the palace of a traditional ruler.

According to a press state-
ment released on Thursday by 
Soludo’s Chief Press Secretary, 
Christian Aburime, the peace 
summit brought together tradi-
tional rulers, presidents-gener-
al and community leaders from 
Aguleri, Umueri and Anam.

Aburime said during the 
meeting that Soludo decried the 
tragic loss of lives and the wide-
spread destruction of property, 
emphasising that such lawless-
ness was entirely unacceptable 
to the administration.

The statement read, “To en-
sure compliance, the governor 
directed security agencies to 
maintain a robust, round-the-
clock presence in the affected 

zones, reassuring all parties 
that the government remains 
firm, fair, and uncompromis-
ing in its pursuit of lasting 
peace and justice across the 
state.

“Community leaders, in-
cluding Igwe Michael Idigo 
and Fidel Okafor, strongly con-
demned the hostilities, specif-
ically highlighting the tragic 
killings of a minor and an un-
armed person from Umuoba 
Anam, alongside the retaliato-
ry destruction of the revered 
Idigo Palace.

“Both leaders were, however, 
united in a call for an imme-
diate cessation of violence and 
the swift delivery of justice.

“Speaking as an observer on 
behalf of the Umueri commu-
nity, Retired Justice Charles 
Okaa appealed for restraint 
and urged the state government 
to enforce the 1982 Supreme 
Court judgment concerning 
boundary matters between 
Umueri and Aguleri as a step 
toward permanent resolution.”

According to the statement, 
following extensive delibera-
tions, the stakeholders reached 
a multi-point resolution to fos-
ter reconciliation and security, 
including an immediate cease-
fire, prosecution of perpetra-
tors, accountability for leader-
ship and rebuilding of the Idigo 
Palace.

AUCH

ABUJA

AWKA

IBADAN

Lamai Cassius

POLICY DIALOGUE :
From left: Head of British Academy Research project, Prof. Chukwumerije Okereke (3rd L); and other participants, during a Poli-
cy Dialogue on Energy, Forestry and Critical Minerals Sector in Abuja
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Embrace reading to promote peace, Kwara urges youths

Bayelsa promises partnership as 2026 content forum holds

Akwa Ibom targets 1,048 housing 
units, urban development

The Akwa Ibom State 
Government has ac-
quired and earmarked 

about 150 hectares of land 
across six locations for hous-
ing development, with a to-
tal of 1,048 housing units 
currently at various stages of 
completion.

The Commissioner for 
Housing, Dr. Henry Archib-
ong, who disclosed this, ex-
plained that the Ministry of 
Housing under the adminis-
tration of Governor Umo Eno 
was implementing housing 
projects that go beyond roof-
ing, to creating affordable, 
sustainable, eco-friendly and 
economically viable commu-
nities in line with the ARISE 
Agenda and the United Na-
tions Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 11 on sustainable 
urban development.

He said, “The vision of the 
ministry is to become a model 
institution for effective service 
delivery by promoting opera-
tional efficiency and optimal 
use of resources to provide 
decent, quality and affordable 
housing.”

According to him, the stat-
utory responsibilities of the 
ministry include formulation 
and implementation of poli-
cies for design, construction 
and maintenance of public 
buildings, development of 
residential housing policies, 
vetting and approval of build-
ing drawings and valuation of 
buildings for government pur-
poses, as well as management 
of state-owned properties in 
Uyo, Lagos, Abuja and other 
parts of the country.

The commissioner listed 
key ongoing projects to in-
clude Aviation Village Phase 
1, Doctors’ Residence at Ibom 
Medical City, Executive and 
Legislative Quarters, Judiciary 
Quarters and the ARISE City 
Social and Affordable Hous-
ing Estate.

Giving a breakdown, Archi-
bong said the Aviation village, 
sited on 15.072 square metres 
of fenced land, comprises 100 
housing units – 50 two-bed-
room and 50 three-bedroom 
apartments, and is 98% com-

pleted.
He said five units had been 

allocated to the Ministry of 
Aviation, while facilities in the 
estate include a model prima-
ry school, 70,000-litre water 
reticulation system, 7.13km 
road network, electrification, 
police station and solar-pow-
ered CCTV, adding that Gov-
ernor Eno had directed that a 
secondary school be included 
in the second phase.

He said the Doctors’ Resi-
dence at Medical City, cover-
ing 11.8 hectares, comprises 
50 three-bedroom bungalows 
and 50 terrace four-bedroom 
duplexes, with a model school 
and recreational facilities, and 
is 70% completed.

The Judiciary Quarters lo-
cated along Idongesit Nkanga 
Avenue, Ring Road 3, he said, 
occupies 6.3 hectares and 
comprises 50 four-bedroom 
duplexes with two boys’ quar-
ters each, recreational centre 
and conference hall, and is 70 
per cent completed.

Archibong listed other in-
terventions by the adminis-
tration to include 500 ARISE 
Compassionate Homes, of 
which 438 have been complet-
ed and delivered, 236 units of 
flats at Grace Estate with 150 
allocated to civil servants, 35 
units of duplexes at Ewet Lux-
ury Garden and 31 residences 
for Local Government Chair-
men under construction.

The commissioner said the 
housing projects were impact-
ing the state economy, with 
between 5,000 and 6,000 per-
sons benefiting directly and 
indirectly through employ-
ment and ancillary services, 
with daily earnings of be-
tween N7,000 and N12,000 for 
artisans and labourers.

“Housing is both a social 
intervention and an economic 
development tool. It is the sin-
gle most important facilitator 
of economic growth,” he said.

Archibong also disclosed 
that Governor Eno had con-
stituted a committee to give 
the Ewet Housing Estate a 
facelift and enhance its secu-
rity architecture, adding that 
the committee had completed 
assessment and submitted its 
report.

Police seek public help to improve policing in Jigawa

The Jigawa State Police 
Command has inter-
faced with critical stake-

holders to identify gaps in po-
licing and strengthen public 
trust as part of activities mark-
ing the 2026 Customers’ Week.

It was gathered that the stra-
tegic engagement, which drew 
participants from across the 
Dutse metropolis, was con-
vened under the leadership of 
the Commissioner of Police, 
CP Tijjani Murtala, through 
the command’s SERVICOM 

Office, to deepen community 
participation and foster a more 
responsive policing environ-
ment.

In his remarks while pre-
siding over the event held on 
Wednesday at the Dutse Area 
Command Headquarters, the 
Commissioner of Police, rep-
resented by ACP Malum Gar-
ba, said sustainable peace and 
effective crime prevention re-
quire collective efforts.

“Sustainable peace and ef-
fective crime prevention re-
quire the collective efforts of 

law enforcement agencies, 
community leaders, transport 
unions, civil society groups 
and citizens,” the CP said.

He urged the stakeholders to 
remain dependable partners of 
the police by sharing credible 
information and supporting 
initiatives designed to safe-
guard lives and property.

The Commissioner’s repre-
sentative reiterated the com-
mand’s commitment to pro-
fessionalism, transparency, 
accountability and respect for 
the rights and dignity of mem-
bers of the public.

“The importance of contin-
uous dialogue with stakehold-
ers cannot be overemphasised, 

because constructive feedback 
from the community remains 
indispensable to identifying 
gaps, addressing legitimate 
concerns and improving over-
all effectiveness of policing op-
erations,” he added.

Accordingly, ACP Garba 
reaffirmed the command’s 
commitment to sustaining reg-

ular engagement with relevant 
stakeholders as a fundamental 
component of its community 
policing strategy.

He also acknowledged that, 
“Effective policing is strength-
ened when citizens are actively 
involved in crime prevention, 
intelligence sharing and pro-
motion of peaceful coexist-
ence.”

The Kwara State Govern-
ment has urged youths 
and civil servants to em-

brace reading, saying a well-in-
formed population would be 
better equipped to make sound 
decisions and contribute to a 
peaceful society.

The Acting Head of Service, 
Kwara State, Olufunke Shittu, 
made the call on Wednesday at 
the 2026 Readers’ Day Celebra-
tion in Ilorin, where participants 
examined the role of reading in 
promoting peace and addressing 
insecurity.

The event was organised 
around the theme “Open a Book, 
Close the Door Against Insecu-
rity: Reading for Peace and a Saf-

er Nigeria.”
Shittu said the importance of 

reading extended beyond aca-
demic success, stressing that reg-
ular engagement with books and 
other credible materials could 
strengthen critical thinking and 
improve people’s ability to com-
municate and make informed 
choices.

“Reading should not be re-
garded merely as an academic 
activity or something reserved 
for examinations, but should be-
come an integral part of everyday 
life and continuous personal and 
professional development,” she 
said.

Shittu particularly charged 
civil servants to make continu-
ous learning part of their profes-
sional lives, noting that changes 

in government policies, technol-
ogy, procedures and methods of 
service delivery required workers 
to constantly update their knowl-
edge.

She encouraged public serv-
ants to use books, journals, poli-
cy documents and other credible 
resources, whether in physical 
libraries or through electronic 
platforms, while verifying the 
reliability of information before 
relying on it.

The acting Head of Service 
also urged workers to continual-
ly improve their skills in line with 
changing demands and global 
best practices.

She commended Governor 
AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq for 
what she described as his support 
for human capital development 

and capacity building among 
civil servants in the state.

According to her, “such sup-
port has helped improve the 
competence and morale of the 
workforce, while creating oppor-
tunities for continuous profes-
sional development.”

Earlier, the Director of the 
Kwara State Library, Thomas 
Phillips, said the celebration was 
intended to draw attention to 
the value of books and the role 
libraries could play in developing 
an enlightened population.

Phillips linked reading with 
peaceful coexistence, arguing 
that exposure to knowledge 
could encourage tolerance, un-
derstanding and critical think-
ing.

UYO

ILORIN

YENAGOA

DUTSE

The Nigerian Content 
Development and Mon-
itoring Board has reaf-

firmed the collaboration with 
the Bayelsa State Government 
ahead of the 15th edition of 
the Practical Nigerian Con-
tent Forum, scheduled to hold 
from November 30 in Yena-
goa.

The commitment was made 
when a delegation of the 
NCDMB and DMG Events 
met with the Deputy Gover-
nor of Bayelsa State, Dr Peter 
Pereotubo Akpe, at the Gov-
ernment House, Yenagoa.

Leading the delegation, the 
General Manager, Corporate 
Communications Division of 
NCDMB, Dr Obinna Ezeobi, 
conveyed the appreciation of 
the Executive Secretary of the 
board, Felix Omatsola Ogbe, 
to the state government for 
its continued support for the 
forum.

He said, “We appreciate the 
Bayelsa State Government for 
its continued partnership and 
support for the PNC Forum”.

According to him, the 
Youth PNC was designed to 
expose young people in the 
Niger Delta to emerging op-
portunities in the oil and gas 

industry and the competen-
cies required to build success-
ful careers in other sectors of 
the economy.

Ezeobi added, “We have 
introduced new initiatives 
into this year’s programme 
to ensure that the PNC con-
tinues to deliver greater value 
to participants and address 
emerging issues in the Nige-
rian content space.”

The Senior Manager, Zon-
al Coordination, NCDMB, 
Mr Adebayo Joseph, spoke 
on plans for the Youth PNC, 
while the leader of the DMG 
Events delegation, Ms Ola-
mide Oloko, outlined the ma-

jor activities planned for the 
conference.

Oloko said the new initi-
atives would include a Local 
Content Roundtable and a 
two-day programme for Lo-
cal Community Contractors 
aimed at helping them scale 
up their operations.

She added, “The 2026 edi-
tion will also feature a break-
out session to collate stake-
holders’ views on the future 
direction of Nigerian Con-
tent over the next decade.”

Responding, Akpe as-
sured the NCDMB and DMG 
Events of the state govern-
ment’s continued support for 
the PNC Forum.

POLICY DIALOGUE :
From left: Head of British Academy Research project, Prof. Chukwumerije Okereke; Operation and Facility Manager, CFA, PICNG 
and EV, Obinna Ugochukwu and Chief Executive Officer, CEESOLAR Energy Limited, Chibueze Ekeh, during a Policy Dialogue 
on Energy, Forestry and Critical Minerals Sector in Abuja
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From left: Deputy Director, Legal/Board Secretary, News Agency of Nigeria (NAN), Mrs Ngozi Anotochi; Managing Director, NAN, Malam Ali M Ali 
and Chief Executive Officer, Green Luner Nigeria ltd (GLNL), Mr Olaniyi Odiria, during the signing of Memorandum of Understanding between 
NAN and GLNL on dwigitalisation as platform to Promote classified adverts, in Abuja on Wednesday
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Mother narrates how N6m ransom was raised for 
abducted corps member

World Bank selects Ebonyi to kick off Q2  
malnutrition control projects in Nigeria 

Insecurity: Adamawa begins fencing 
of schools, to hire 3,000 teachers
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A mother of one of the 
20 prospective Nation-
al Youth Service Corps 

members abducted in Imo 
State, Alirat Wahab, has nar-
rated how her family borrowed 
money and received contribu-
tions from relatives and other 
individuals to raise N6m alleg-
edly demanded by the kidnap-

pers for her son’s release.
Wahab said the kidnappers 

initially demanded N50m for 
each of the abducted prospec-
tive corps members before re-
ducing the amount after the 
parents pleaded with them.

She disclosed this in sepa-
rate interviews with newsmen 
on Thursday, following the re-
lease of the 20 victims.

According to her, the kid-

nappers initially demanded 
N50m for each of the victims 
but later reduced the ransom 
after the parents pleaded with 
them.

She said, “They first said 
N50m per child. We pleaded 
because each child was giv-
en the phone for about two 
minutes, and then they would 
seize the phone back. They 
said N50m, are we fighting a 

war with them? In their main 
war, it’s for each victim.”

Wahab said the abductors 
later agreed to take N5m but 
subsequently increased the de-
mand to N15m.

She said the family contin-
ued negotiating with the kid-
nappers until they eventually 
settled on N6m.

“As we kept pleading, they 
initially agreed to N5m, but 
later refused. They started… 
we became scared. Later on, 

around three days ago, they 
said they would collect N15m 
from us. We started plead-
ing again, saying we only had 
N5.5m at the time, but they in-
sisted on N6m,” she said.

The mother said the fami-
lies of the victims were subse-
quently summoned to Ibadan, 
Oyo State, where they were 
instructed to send represent-
atives to Imo State with the 
money.

She said the parents were in-
formed that about 20 children 

were being held and that three 
representatives were to be sent 
for each child.

“When they called us that 
all the parents of the children 
in the bush… they said about 
20 children were in the bush. 
They told us to meet them in 
Ibadan, and three representa-
tives for each child should go,” 
she said.

According to her, her hus-
band and the victim’s brother 
were among those who trav-
elled to Imo State.

The Federal Govern-
ment has begun a reg-
ulatory review of the 

$1.3bn Zungeru Hydropower 
Project in Niger State as the 
700-megawatt plant current-
ly supplies about half of its 
installed capacity to the na-
tional grid.

The Infrastructure Con-
cession Regulatory Com-
mission said it had stepped 
up oversight of the project to 
identify and resolve legal and 

operational issues limiting 
the performance of the plant, 
which is being operated un-
der a Public-Private Partner-
ship arrangement.

The commission disclosed 
this after convening a stake-
holders’ meeting in Abuja in-
volving the Federal Ministry 
of Power, the Federal Minis-
try of Water Resources and 
Sanitation, the Bureau of Pub-
lic Enterprises and Penstock 
Limited, the concessionaire 
operating the project.

The meeting was part of ef-
forts to ensure that the plant 
delivers more electricity to 
the national grid at a time the 

federal government is seek-
ing to increase power supply 
and address persistent elec-
tricity shortages across the 
country.

The statement signed by 
the Acting Head, Media and 
Publicity, Ifeanyi Nwoko 
read, “The Infrastructure 
Concession Regulatory Com-
mission has stepped up its 
regulatory oversight on the 
$1.3bn, 700-megawatt Zu-
ngeru Hydropower Project in 
a bid to optimise the perfor-
mance of the plant, which is 
operated under a Public-Pri-
vate Partnership arrange-
ment and currently generat-

ing about 350 megawatts to 
the National Grid.”

Speaking at the meeting, 
the Director-General of the 
ICRC, Jobson Oseodion Ew-
alefoh, said the government 
could not afford to allow 
strategic PPP power assets to 
operate below their potential.

“President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu’s promise to Nige-
rians that he will solve the 
power problem is not words 
for the sake of it. It is a state-
ment he meant, and he has 
charged all of us to support 
him by playing our roles to 
deliver on this promise,” he 
said.

 Maxwell Okechukwu

The World Bank has se-
lected  Ebonyi State as 
one of the states in the 

South East Region to kick 
off its project plans to reduce 
challenge of malnutrition af-
fecting pregnant women and 
children in Nigeria.

Speaking with Newsmen 
shortly after a meeting with 
officials from the World Bank 
and other stakeholders in the 
health and agriculture sectors 

at the Old Government House 
in Abakaliki, the Commis-
sioner for health  Dr. Moses 
Ekuma said, discourse centred 
on practical approaches at re-
ducing malnutrition among 
pregnant women and children 
in Nigeria.

Besides the World Bank 
team, delegates were also 
drawn from the National 
Primary Health Care Devel-
opment Agency, the Federal 
Ministries of Health, Budget 
and  that of Agriculture.

Dr.  Ekuma explain that 

even before the kick-off the 
project, the state Governor. 
Rt. Hon Francis Ogbonna 
Nwifuru has already shown 
commitments in the areas of 
procuring additional mal-
nutrition supplements worth 
over N100m, in addition 
to gotten support from the 
Unicelf and other donor agen-
cies which also had supported 
the state with a hundred car-
ton of malnutrition supple-
ments.

In the  area of agriculture, 
he said "the governor has also 

invested so much in reviving 
the Ebonyi state Hatchery 
Farm that had remained mor-
ibond and abandoned by past 
administrations.

He said that eggs consump-
tion was another major source 
of protein for the healthy of 
people especially pregnant 
women in the state, adding 
that the live stock farm at 
Ezzamgbo in Ohaukwu local 
government Council had re-
ceived similar attention.

The Commissioner also 
commended the governor 

FG to raise Niger power plant output to 
700MW
ABUJA

To improve security in 
schools, the Adama-
wa State Government 

has commenced the fencing 
of schools, particularly those 
in rural areas, to prevent the 
kidnapping of students and 
teachers.

The Executive Chairman of 
the Adamawa State Universal 
Basic Education Commission, 
Dr Murtala Umar, disclosed 
this to journalists on Thursday 
in Yola.

He said the administration 
of Governor Ahmadu Fintiri 
was concerned about the secu-
rity of citizens and students in 
the state.

“Fencing of all government 
secondary schools is ongoing 
now. Watertight security is go-
ing to be provided, and teach-
ers are going to be trained on 
security tips to enable them to 
detect when a problem is com-
ing and take proactive meas-
ures,” he said.

Umar disclosed that the 

state government would soon 
commence the recruitment of 
another 3,000 teachers to fill 
staff gaps in the education sec-
tor.

“The next recruitment is 
strictly going to be communi-
ty-based. This is because when 
teachers are recruited and 
posted, they transfer to towns, 
so the schools in rural areas are 
left with little staff.

“We introduced the commu-
nity-based recruitment strat-
egy to ensure that only those 
based in the areas where the 
schools are located will be re-
cruited.”

Umar, who commended the 
governor, pointed out that ed-
ucation had occupied a prime 
place in the present adminis-
tration’s development agenda.

“We have accessed and uti-
lised Universal Basic Education 
Commission funding, which 
has resulted in the construc-
tion of over 25,000 classrooms 
in various schools across the 
state under the leadership of 
Governor Ahmadu Fintiri.

Nigeria, Bangladesh deepen 
military training cooperation

A total of 154 Nigerian 
military officers have so 
far participated in stra-

tegic courses at the Bangladesh 
National Defence College, as 
Nigeria and Bangladesh move 
to strengthen defence and mil-
itary training cooperation.

Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to Nigeria, Miah Md 
Mainul Kabir, disclosed this 
on Thursday according to a 
statement posted on the Nigeri-
an Army’s X handle by the the 
Acting Director of Army Public 
Relations, Colonel Appolonia 
Anele during a courtesy visit to 
the Chief of Army Staff, Lieu-
tenant General Waidi Shaibu, at 
Army Headquarters in Abuja.

Kabir called for expanded in-
stitutional exchanges between 
the two countries through 
foreign service academies and 
military training programmes, 
saying such cooperation would 
help build strategic leadership 
capacity.

In response, Shaibu said 
the Nigerian Army was ready 
to share operational exper-
tise with Bangladesh in areas 
including counter-terrorism, 
counter-insurgency, drone 
warfare technology and the 
humanitarian management of 
internally displaced persons.

“The initiative will enhance 
collaboration and institution-
alize training exchanges, tech-
nical capabilities and diplomat-
ic cooperation between both 
armed forces,” he said.

See more Punch stories on 
Google.

The Army Chief directed 
relevant departments at Army 
Headquarters to work with 
Bangladeshi defence author-
ities on joint training pro-
grammes and strategic frame-
works aimed at strengthening 
the capabilities of both armed 
forces.

Shaibu also approved the 
establishment of a National 
Defence College Bangladesh 
Alumni Association in Nigeria.

ABUJA

OWERRI

ABAKALIKI 



PUBLIC NOTICE
MISSING LANDED DOCUMENT 

The general public is hereby notified that l, Mrs. DORIS 
A.O.OMORODION is the rightful owner in one (1) landed property 
documents lying and situate at ward 17H, Behind the European 
Reservation, Oredo Local Government Area, Edo State, Nigeria 
measuring 2020.002 Square metres, together with the property 
thereon. That the said property was gifted to me with deep of 
gift by my mother dated on 1st day of November, 2021.
That the said documents was in my fathers possession and it 
was discovered missing sometime in the year 2015 after the 
demise of my father. 
That all effort made to trace the said missing documents proves 
abortive hence this publication for record purposes concerned 
authorities and the general public should please take note.

Mrs OSAIGBOVO ANTHONY OJO
SIGNED: 
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CHANGE OF NAME CHANGE  OF NAME

CHANGE  OF NAME

CHANGE  OF NAMECHANGE  OF NAME

CHANGE  OF NAME

CHANGE  OF NAME

CHANGE  OF NAME

CHANGE  OF NAME

RECONCILIATION OF NAMES

CHANGE  OF NAME

CHANGE  OF NAME

CORRECTION OF NAME

CORRECTION/REARRENGEMENT 
OF NAME/DATE OF BIRTH

ADDITION OF NAME/ 
CORRECTION OF DATE BIRTH

CHANGE OF NAME/ 
REARRANGEMENT OF NAME

I, formerly known as OKUNDIA 
OSAOSEMWEN  OSEI and now wish to 
be known and addressed as OKUNDIA 
OSAOSEMWEN  AUSTIN. All former 
documents remain valid concerned 
authorities and the general public should 
please take note.

I, formerly Known as EDOSA RICHIES 
ENDURANCES now wish to be 
known and addressed as EDOSA 
RICHIES IYENGUNMWENA. All former 
documents remain valid concern 
authorities and the general public should 
please take note.

I, formerly known as PATRICIA 
NELSON-ERUKAYENURE. Now wish to 
be known and addressed as PATRICIA 
ERUKAYENURE all former documents 
remain valid concerned authorities and 
the general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as HAPPY ESOHE 
UHUNAMURE now wish to be known 
and addressed as Mrs HAPPY ESOHE 
ENOSEGBE. All former documents 
remain valid concerned authorities and 
the general public should please take 
note.

The general public is hereby notified 
that my correct name is EKIOMADO 
NILL ERIAMIATOR and ERIAMIATOR 
BRIDGET EKI. Hence now wish to be 
known as ERIAMIATOR BRIDGET EKI. 
All former documents remain valid 
concerned authorities and the general 
should please take note.

I, formerly known as Miss OGOR 
JOSEPHINE now wish to be known and 
addressed as Mrs NWAKA JOSEPHINE 
CYNTHIA. All former documents remain 
valid concern authorities and the general 
public should please take note.

I formerly known as Miss. VIVIAN 
ORIVIRI now wish to be known and 
addressed as Mrs. VIVIAN ORIVIRI 
IYAWE. All former documents remain 
valid concern authorities and the 
general public should please take note.

I, formerly known as JOSEPH THOMAS.
now wish to be known and addressed 
as TERVER TERKUMA THOMAS. 
All former documents remain valid 
concerned authorities and the general 
public should please take note.

l, formerly known as Miss VIVIAN 
ORIVIRI. Now wish to be known and 
addressed as Mrs. VlVlAN ORlVlRl   
lYAWE. All former documents Remain 
valid. concerned Authorities and the 
general public should please take note.

The general public is hereby notified that 
MACAULEY EKEFUMWEN AIHIELU and 
MACAULEY EKEFUMWEN OMO-AIHIELU 
are one and the same person henceforth 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
MACAULEY EKEFUMWEN AIHIELU all 
former documents remain valid concern 
authorities and the general public should 
please take note.

I Formerly known as Miss. IYAMU 
TREASURE IWINOSA now wish to 
be known and addressed as Miss. 
EDEKO TREASURE IWINOSA all former 
documents remain valid concern 
authorities and the general public should 
please take note.

I formerly known as MUHAMMED 
JIMOH AHMED. Now wish to be known 
and Addressed as MOMODU AMEDU. All 
former document remain valid concern 
Authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

CHANGE OF NAME  

CHANGE  OF NAMECHANGE  OF NAME

CORRECTION OF NAME
I, formerly Known as EDOSA RICHIES 
ENDURANCES now wish to be 
known and addressed as EDOSA 
RICHIES IYENGUNMWENA. All former 
documents remain valid concern 
authorities and the general public should 
please take note.

I, formerly known as Miss EWERE 
FLORENCE NEKPEN now wish to be 
known as Mrs. OGHADOMWENGBE 
FLORENCE and my correct date of birth is 
5th day of October 1973.and not 25th day 
of October 1968 All former documents 
remain valid concern authorities and the 
general public should please take note.

I, formerly known as Miss OPUTA 
UCHE.B. now wish to be known 
and addressed as Mrs. ABU UCHE 
BRIDGET. All former documents 
remain valid concerned authorities 
and the general public please take 
note.

The general public is here by notified that 
UDOCHUKWU AMARACHI MERCY and 
OKECHUKWU GIFT ONYINYECHUKWU 
are one and same person henceforth 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
OKECHUKWU GIFT ONYINYECHUKWU. All 
former documents remain valid concerned 
authorities and the general public should 
please take note.

This is to notify the general public that 
PRECIOUS OGHOMWEN and PRECIOUS 
OGHOMEN is one and same person 
hence now wish to be known and 
addressed as PRECIOUS OGHOMMEN 
all former documents remain valid 
concerned authorities and the general 
public should please take note.

The general public is hereby notified that 
that my correct name arranged name 
is BEN PEACE EMEM and not SUNDAY 
EMEM and my correct date of birth is 27th 
September, 1985. And not 09th February 
1988.All former documents remain valid 
concerned authorities and the general 
public should please take note.

The general public is hereby notified that AGHATISE 
BETTY and AGHATISE BETTY LALA is one and the 
same person. Hence forth. Wish to be known and 
addressed as AGHATISE BETTY LALA. And also 
my correct date of birth is 6th day of April 1997 and 
not 6th day of April 1996. As was wronged captured 
on my bank verification number BVN. All documents 
Remain valid. concerned Authorities and the 
general public should please take note.

The general public is hereby notified 
that my correct name is CHIDI EBUBE 
PRINCE. and not JOSEPH PRINCE 
EBUBE. now wish to be known and 
addressed as CHIDI EBUBE PRINCE. All 
former documents remain valid concern 
authorities and the general public should 
please take note.

Kebonkwu Ruth

The reported N11.2 tril-
lion financial commit-
ment associated with 

the protection of Nigeria’s oil 
and gas assets has come under 
intense scrutiny, with energy 
experts demanding full dis-
closure of how the money was 
applied and whether Nigerians 
received commensurate value 
for the huge expenditure.

The experts, who spoke 
against the backdrop of Nige-
ria’s continuing struggle with 
crude oil theft, pipeline van-
dalism and attacks on critical 
petroleum infrastructure, said 
the Federal Government and 
the Nigerian National Petro-
leum Company Limited (NN-
PCL) must provide Nigerians 
with a detailed account of the 
funds reportedly committed to 
securing the nation’s oil and gas 
assets.

Petroleum economist and 
energy expert, Prof. Wumi Il-

rangement, describing the 
reported expenditure as exces-
sive and raising concerns about 
the vulnerability of such a sys-
tem to abuse.

He also questioned the val-
ue derived from the amount 
reportedly committed to pipe-
line surveillance, particularly 
across the Niger Delta.

“What is the value of all the 
network of pipelines in the Ni-
ger Delta that NNPC will claim 
to use N11.2 trillion on pipe-
line surveillance?” he queried.

However, another energy 
commentator, Emeka, cau-
tioned against interpreting the 
N11.2 trillion figure as fresh 
cash expenditure solely on 
pipeline security in 2025.

According to him, the 
company’s 2025 audited ac-
counts reportedly classified the 
amount as receivables from the 
Federation, representing ad-
vances and costs incurred on 
behalf of the government, in-
cluding expenditure associated 
with the protection of oil and 
gas assets.

“It should therefore not sim-
ply be presented as N11.2 tril-
lion in fresh cash spent solely 
on pipeline security in 2025,” 
he said.

Despite the clarification, 
Emeka insisted that Nigerians 
were entitled to a comprehen-

sive breakdown of the figure 
and its components.

“How much actually went 
into surveillance? How much 
went to security operations? 
How much went to communi-
ty-based surveillance and other 
interventions? What contracts 
were awarded, to whom, and 
what measurable results were 
achieved?” he asked.

He acknowledged that se-
curing Nigeria’s oil and gas 
infrastructure remained criti-
cal to the country’s economic 
survival, stressing that pipeline 
vandalism, crude oil theft and 
attacks on critical infrastruc-
ture had for years undermined 
crude production, investment 
and government revenue.

He noted that there were 
indications that improved se-
curity around oil infrastructure 
had contributed to increased 
crude oil production.

According to him, NNPCL 
reported that average crude oil 
production had risen significant-
ly from the low levels recorded in 
2022, reaching about 1.71 million 
barrels per day in 2025.

Emeka, however, said the 
improvement in production 
did not remove the need for 
greater scrutiny of the resourc-
es deployed to achieve it.

He argued that the real issue 
was whether the country was 

N11.2trillion oil security spending under scrutiny
edare, said the fundamental 
question was not merely how 
much government had com-
mitted to energy security, but 
what measurable value the ex-
penditure had delivered.

Speaking on Arise TV, Ile-
dare said: “Energy security — 
what do we mean by energy se-
curity? You are talking in terms 
of the value derived from that 
N11.2 trillion. The gravity must 
be questioned.”

He explained that, from the 
perspective of petroleum eco-
nomics, government could ei-
ther deploy resources towards 
increasing crude oil production 
or spend to sustain production 
from existing assets.

“So the basic question then 
is, what did you get from that 
N11.2 trillion?” he asked.

Another commentator, 
Ameh, questioned the scale 
and effectiveness of the coun-
try’s pipeline surveillance ar-

Satellite technology 
integration needed to tackle 
insecurity — Experts
Richard Eweka

Experts in space technology 
and national security have 
called for the integration of 

satellite technology, Artificial In-
telligence (AI) and other emerg-
ing technologies to strengthen 
Nigeria’s capacity to tackle its 
growing security challenges.

The experts made the call on 
Wednesday at the 10th annual 
lecture in honour of retired Brig.-
Gen. Michael Agu, organised by 
the Nigerian Institution of Space 
Engineers (NISEng) in Abuja.

The lecture, titled “Recon-
naissance Satellites and National 
Security: Applying Satellite Re-
sources to Counter Multi-Di-
mensional Insurgency in Nige-
ria,” examined the strategic use of 
space-based resources for intelli-
gence gathering, threat detection 
and national security planning.

Speaking at the event, Dean, 
School of Computing, Miva Open 
University, Dr Emeka Ogbuju, said 
satellite-derived data could be trans-
formed through computing, Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS), 
Artificial Intelligence and computer 
vision into actionable intelligence for 
security decision-making.

Ogbuju explained that satel-
lite imagery provided valuable 
geographical and environmen-
tal information which, when 
integrated with human, signal, 
open-source and measurement 
intelligence, could give security 
agencies a more comprehensive 
picture of emerging threats.

He identified image classifica-
tion, object detection and change 
detection as some of the key an-
alytical processes capable of ex-
tracting useful security informa-
tion from satellite imagery.

According to him, the integra-
tion of multiple intelligence sourc-
es would enable security agencies 
to develop a common intelligence 
picture, thereby strengthening ear-
ly warning systems, threat assess-
ment and operational planning.

He, however, identified institu-
tional data silos as a major obstacle 
to effective intelligence integra-
tion, noting that critical informa-

tion was often held separately by 
different government agencies.

Ogbuju therefore advocated the 
development of secure and interop-
erable systems capable of connect-
ing relevant datasets while ensuring 
compliance with privacy require-
ments, access controls, cybersecuri-
ty standards and applicable laws.

He also cautioned against 
excessive reliance on Artificial 
Intelligence in security deci-
sion-making, stressing that AI 
should complement, rather than 
replace, human intelligence.

“Artificial Intelligence should 
now be viewed as an analytical 
assistant, not an autonomous 
decision maker,” he said.

The don explained that AI 
could process huge volumes of 
data, identify patterns, detect 
anomalies and classify satellite 
imagery, while human ana-
lysts would remain responsible 
for interpretation, professional 
judgment and final decisions.

Ogbuju further called for in-
creased investment in computing 
infrastructure, secure data sys-
tems, human capital development 
and effective governance mecha-
nisms to maximise the benefits of 
Nigeria’s satellite resources.

Also speaking, Chief of the 
Defence Space Administration 
(DSA), Maj.-Gen. Philip Ilodibia, 
said the agency recognised collab-
oration and strategic partnerships 
as critical to achieving Nigeria’s 
objectives in the space sector.

Ilodibia noted that Ni-
geria operated within a re-
source-constrained environ-
ment, making collaboration 
among relevant institutions 
and stakeholders imperative.

He said the DSA was mandat-
ed to provide space-based solu-
tions and products in support of 
the Armed Forces of Nigeria and 
other security agencies.

In his contribution, pioneer 
Director-General of the Na-
tional Space Research and De-
velopment Agency (NASRDA), 
Sen. Boroffice Ajayi, called for 
stronger development of indig-
enous Artificial Intelligence 
systems by African countries.

receiving commensurate value 
for every naira committed to 
oil and gas security.

He called for a new securi-
ty model capable of simulta-
neously protecting petroleum 
infrastructure, safeguarding 
communities in the Niger Del-
ta and giving host communities 
a genuine stake in the protec-
tion of oil assets.

Such a model, he said, must 
be transparent, accountable, 
independently auditable and 
economically efficient.

“At a time when Nigerians 
are facing significant cost-of-
living pressures, every trillion 
naira committed by the gov-
ernment must be subjected to 
meticulous review. Security is 
necessary, but security spend-

ing should not become a blank 
cheque,” he said.

The growing debate over the 
reported N11.2 trillion figure 
therefore places renewed focus 
on the financial relationship 
between the Federal Govern-
ment and NNPCL, particularly 
the need for clear disclosure 
of receivables, advances, con-
tracts and actual expenditure 
associated with the protection 
of Nigeria’s strategic petroleum 
assets.

For a country whose econ-
omy remains heavily depend-
ent on oil revenues, experts 
said, securing the nation’s oil 
infrastructure is indispensable 
— but the cost, contracts and 
results must be open to public 
scrutiny.

experts demand, accountabilityABUJA
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FOREIGN NEWS

Laboratory technician Irene Ooko attends to a patient seeking a COVID-19 test in Nairobi, Kenya

Zelensky condemns 'vile' large-scale Russian 
attacks that killed 15

Four killed in helicopter 
crash near Montreal

Kenyan health workers demand protection after 
first Ebola death

Senegal postpones start 
of school year following 
destructive flooding

Sri Lanka's ex-first lady arrested over alleged 
misuse of children's hospital donations

Senegal has postponed the 
start of the school year 
across the country after 

the recent heavy rain and de-
structive flooding.

Torrential downpours from 
Friday through to Monday 
impacted several regions and 
paralysed parts of the capital, 
Dakar.

At least five people have 
been reported dead in the 
flooding which comes weeks 
before the country is due to 
host the 2026 Summer Youth 
Olympics.

Operations are underway to 
clear flooded roads and restore 
traffic as the authorities work 
to protect water and power 
supplies, and provide imme-
diate aid.

The education ministry said 
the decision to postpone the 
academic year was "driven 

primarily by the need to en-
sure the safety and protection” 
of children.

It added that this would also 
allow for, among other things, 
the "cleaning, sanitation, dis-
infection, and restoration" of 
educational facilities.

In what is an unprecedent-
ed postponement in recent 
years, primary and second-
ary schools will start on 12 
October rather than today as 
scheduled.

Forecasts point to a high 
risk of more rain over the 
coming days. Senegal's rainy 
season usually starts in June 
before trailing off in October.

The country’s vulnerabili-
ty to flooding was evident in 
2024, when the Senegal River 
burst its banks in 2024 affect-
ing more than 56,000 people 
in the east of the country.

Sri Lanka's former first 
lady Shiranthi Rajapaksa 
has been arrested over al-

legations that a charity she is 
linked to misused donations 
raised for a children's hospital.

Anti-corruption authorities 
arrested the 73-year-old wife 
of former President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa at their Colombo 
home on Wednesday.

They are questioning her 
over the 10 million rupees 
($30,300; £22,800) of dona-
tions collected by the Siriliya 
Saviya charity, meant to be 
spent on a specialised scanner 
for Colombo's Lady Ridgeway 

Children's Hospital.
But officials say such a scan-

ner had already been donated 
by the Chinese government.

Shiranthi Rajapaksa has de-
nied any wrongdoing and says 
the money has not been appro-
priated.

She returned to Sri Lanka 
on Monday from Singapore, 
where she was receiving med-
ical treatment. She had filed a 
court petition to try to prevent 
her arrest, but the hearing was 
set for 12 October.

Ex-President Mahinda Ra-
japaksa's spokesperson, Manoj 
Gamage, has said the money is 

safe in Siriliya's accounts and 
that no fraud has occurred.

Mahinda Rajapaksa served 
as president of Sri Lanka from 
2005 to 2015 and for years, his 
family held a tight grip over 
the country's politics. He was 
hailed by many as a hero for 
bringing an end to nearly three 
decades of civil war when Ta-
mil Tiger rebels were crushed 
in 2009, during his first term 
as president.

But in 2022, protests broke 
out across the country as infla-
tion surged and Sri Lanka ran 
out of fuel, food and medicine.

Mahinda's brother Gotabaya 

Rajapaksa, who was serving as 
leader at that time, was even-
tually toppled.

Sri Lanka's current govern-
ment, under President Anu-
ra Kumara Dissanayake, has 
since revived long-stalled cor-
ruption investigations involv-
ing various members of the 
Rajapaksa family.

Mahinda and Shiranthi's 
eldest son, Namal Rajapaksa, 
was arrested earlier this year 
over allegations linked to an 
aircraft procurement deal 
made during his father's pres-
idency. He is currently held in 
remand.

At least 15 people have 
died in overnight 
strikes across central 

and eastern Ukraine, in what 
Volodymyr Zelensky has de-
scribed as one of Russia's 
"most vile" attacks.

Ukraine's president said a 
residential building in Pry-
luky in the Chernihiv region 
was destroyed as a "birthday 
'gift' to Putin", who turns 74 
on Wednesday. Strikes also hit 
Kyiv, Dnipro, Kremenchuk, 
Zaporizhzhia and Oleksan-
driya.

Zelensky said Ukraine had 
struck targets in attacks on 
Russia's Perm, Samara and As-
trakhan regions in the past 24 

hours, adding there was "also 
a response in the Black Sea", 
without providing further de-
tails.

Moscow is yet to comment 
on the latest strikes.

"The Russians wanted to 
strike painfully and demon-
stratively," Zelensky said, add-
ing that 70 missiles were fired 
in total.

In the social media post on 
Wednesday morning, Zelen-
sky said five people had been 
killed and 26, including five 
children, injured in a strike on 
a five-storey apartment build-
ing in Pryluky.

He added that people could 
still be trapped in the rubble.

Chernihiv Oblast police later 
reported that the death toll had 
risen to nine after the bodies of 
three children were recovered, 
with emergency workers con-
tinuing a search operation.

Two people were also killed 
and eight injured after Russian 
missile strikes damaged five 
apartment buildings in Dnipro 
and four high-rise buildings in 
Kremenchuk, said Zelensky.

Two people were also killed 
in the capital, Kyiv, and two 
others in Oleksandriya, he 
added.

Ukraine's national police 
posted pictures online showing 
what it says is an unexploded 
Russian Iskander missile in 
the middle of a Kyiv district. 
BBC Verify has confirmed the 

images are genuine and the ap-
parent missile fragments came 
down in an area of open land 
surrounded by high-rise apart-
ment buildings.

A video posted by the police 
shows people digging through 
collapsed remains of a resi-
dential building in Pryluky. 
Another verified video shows 
damage to cars and what ap-
pears to be rubble and a fallen 
tree in an area surrounded by 
apartment blocks in Kremen-
chuk.

Zelensky renewed a call for 
allies to provide air defence 
support packages to Ukraine, 
saying its military only man-
aged to shoot down "some" of 
the missiles launched by Rus-
sia overnight.

The Kenya Medical 
Practitioners, Phar-
macists and Dentists 

Union has called on the gov-
ernment to protect health 
workers after the country re-
ported its first case of Ebola.

"Our health workers must 
not be the weakest link in 
our response. They must be 
of first line of protection," 
the union's secretary-gener-
al, Dr. Divji Atellah, said in 
statement on Tuesday.

On Tuesday, Health Min-
ister Aden Duale announced 
the death of a Kenyan na-
tional who had contracted 
the virus while living in the 
Democratic Republic of Con-
go.

The patient, a 40-year-old 

businessman, fell ill around 
a month ago and had been 
treated in the DRC, Duale 
told reporters. He travelled 
overland to the Ugandan 
capital, Kampala, and then 
flew to Nairobi on October 3, 
where he received treatment.

He eventually died on 
Monday evening.

Dr. Divji Atellah, demand-
ed that the Kenyan gov-
ernment act with "urgency, 
transparency and responsi-
bility."

He said healthcare profes-
sionals who had come in con-
tact with the infected patient 
must "receive immediate 
monitoring, psychological 
support and appropriate fol-
low-up."

The union also called for 
"rigorous" contact tracing 
and adequate preparedness 
of facilities.

Kenyan authorities have 
identified 28 contacts of the 
deceased, including fami-
ly members and healthcare 
workers, but none have test-

ed positive for the virus so 
far.

Authorities are pursuing 
a further 23 passengers and 
four crew members who were 
on the same flight and said 
that potential quarantine for 
those at risk had been pre-
pared.

Kenya had never previ-
ously reported an Ebola 
case. Neighbouring Uganda 
recorded 20 — almost all 
people who had travelled 
from the DRC — and two 
deaths, before being de-
clared Ebola-free in August.

As of October 2, the 

World Health Organization 
had recorded 4,082 deaths 
out of 8,463 cases since the 
emergence in the DRC of 
the Bundibugyo strain of 
the Ebola virus, for which 
there is still neither a vac-
cine nor a specific treat-
ment.

Four people have died af-
ter a helicopter crashed 
in a small town 50km 

(31 miles) from Montreal, 
Quebec's provincial police 
have told the BBC.

Emergency services were 
called to Sainte-Brigide-
d'Iberville shortly after 
14:30 local time (18:30 
GMT) on Saturday after-
noon, where they found the 
aircraft on fire and declared 
its occupants dead at the 
scene.

The victims have not yet 
been identified but the air-
craft appeared to be a pri-
vate helicopter, Sgt Audrey-
Anne Bilodeau said.

An investigation into the 
crash is being led by the 
Major Crime Unit of the 
Sûreté du Québec, work-

ing alongside crime scene 
technicians as well as in-
vestigators from the Trans-
portation Safety Board of 
Canada.

The crash site is located 
near the Rang des Écossais 
road off Highway 10, ac-
cording to Bilodeau.

Police were notified of 
a helicopter in distress 
that may have crashed and 
caught fire in an emergency 
call.
An hour after the call, the 
fire at the site had been 
brought under control, 
though officials were still 
working at the crash site 
just before 22:00 local time.
The victims have not yet 
been identified and Bilo-
deau said this process may 
"take a few days."

NEWS
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One of the two civilian buses struck in the eastern front line city of Kramatorsk in flames 

Most UK diplomats to leave 
East Jerusalem consulate, 
Israel says

Russian strike on buses kills 33, say officials, as deadly attacks on Ukraine surge

Prince Harry reveals he slipped into depression' 
after Megxit and has '10 day rule' with Meghan

Thirty-three people have 
been killed in a Russian 
glide bomb attack on two 

civilian buses in the frontline 
city of Kramatorsk, rescue offi-
cials say.

Another 18 people were 
wounded, said Donetsk regional 
head Vadym Filashkin, accusing 
Russia of targeting a bus carry-

Most diplomats will leave 
the British consulate in oc-
cupied East Jerusalem, Israel 
says, but the UK insists the 
building "will not be closing", 
and will operate as a "UK Mis-
sion".

"We did not want it to come 
to this," Israeli Foreign Min-
ister Gideon Saar wrote on 
social media, as he said 20 dip-
lomats and the consul general 
would leave Israel while a task 
force of seven could remain in 
the building "with a very limit-
ed scope of activity".

UK Foreign Secretary Ed 
Miliband responded that some 
staff had been "temporarily 
withdrawn" for security rea-
sons, but stressed the mission 
will "work with the Palestinian 
people".

Israel said in September it 
would shut the consulate, in 
retaliation for UK sanctions 
on Israeli settlements in the 
occupied West Bank which are 
illegal under international law.

The UK government had 
made last-ditch efforts to 
persuade Israel not to close 
the British consulate ahead 
of Thursday's deadline, after 
the Israeli government said 

it would close the consulate 
within 30 days of the UK 
sanctions announcement.

The consulate, which was 
first established in 1838, 
handles UK relations with 
Palestinians in Jerusalem as 
well as in the West Bank and 
Gaza.

It is distinct from the UK 
embassy in Tel Aviv, which 
is the UK's main diplomatic 
hub with Israel.

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar said the country 
had implemented measures 
announced on 8 September 
in response to UK sanctions.

"The British Consulate in 
Jerusalem is closing its op-
erations today. Accordingly, 
the sign of the British Con-
sulate in Jerusalem has been 
removed," he wrote on social 
media.

However, the British flag 
could still be seen outside on 
Thursday morning, and sev-
eral staff were seen entering.

Saar said talks with the UK 
government had resulted in 
agreement on certain princi-
ples, including that "the con-
sul general and 20 diplomats 
(including the consul gen-
eral) are ending their duties 
and will leave Israel."

US, Lebanon protecting wanted Syrian general

A former Syrian gener-
al wanted for crimes 
against humanity is 

being bankrolled and protect-
ed by the US and Lebanese au-
thorities, a BBC News investi-
gation has found.

Bassam al-Hassan, who 
oversaw Syria's chemical weap-
ons programme and was a sen-
ior adviser to former President 
Bashar al-Assad, is being har-
boured in Lebanon following 
the Assad regime's collapse in 
2024.

An investigation by the BBC 
and the US broadcaster NPR 
has discovered that Hassan has 
been allowed to remain there 
under an arrangement involv-
ing the FBI, and other US and 
Lebanese authorities. This is 
because of his willingness to 
provide information about the 
abduction of American jour-
nalist Austin Tice in Syria in 
2012, as well as additional in-
telligence, we have been told.

Last month the BBC revealed 
Tice's abduction had been a 
planned operation, with Has-
san in the chain of command.

Officials from two different 
branches of Syria's new govern-
ment have told the BBC they 
want Hassan returned to face 
trial, but that US authorities 
want him kept in Lebanon, and 
they say there is little Damas-
cus can do about this.

We asked the FBI, the CIA 
and Lebanon's General Direc-
torate of General Security to 
comment on our findings. Only 
the FBI responded, declining 
to comment and instead di-
recting us to a past statement 
that said its focus remained on 
establishing the facts around 
the Tice case and securing his 
return.

In response to our findings, 
Phil Elwood, spokesperson for 
the Tice family said: "If what 
you are saying is true, the fact 
that our tax dollars are being 

used to furnish a comfortable 
life for someone associated 
with the use of chemical weap-
ons on Syrian civilians, who 
claims to have had Austin Tice 
executed, is offensive.

"This is nothing less than 
aiding and abetting the escape 
of a wanted war criminal. The 
Syrians deserve justice and he 
should be returned to stand 
trial."

As part of a years-long in-
vestigation featured in the new 
BBC podcast: Where is Austin 
Tice? the BBC has reviewed a 
detailed record of a meeting 
between Hassan, FBI and CIA 
representatives, and Lebanese 
security officials, where Tice's 
case is discussed.

In it, Hassan is offered "res-
idency", "protection" and help 
securing his "living needs" in 
return for information, pri-
marily about Tice.

Sources with knowledge of 
the arrangement confirmed 

Tanker hit by multiple projectiles in Gulf off Qatar, 
UKMTO says

ing passengers to kill as many 
civilians as possible.

Images posted by local prose-
cutors showed the burning metal 
shell of the bus along with debris 
and some of the victims on the 
road.

Kramatorsk and neighbouring 
Slovyansk are part of a so-called 
fortress belt that Russia is trying 

to seize as part of Vladimir Pu-
tin's claim to the entire Ukrain-
ian industrial region of Donbas.

However, Thursday's attack 
follows a dramatic surge in Rus-
sian attacks across the country 
and a heavy increase in civilian 
casualties.

Russia is now launching con-
stant air raids against Ukraine, 

with sirens ringing throughout 
the day in the capital Kyiv. Ac-
cording to the UN, Ukraine saw 
more civilians killed by August 
this year than were killed in all 
of 2025.

In one single attack that de-
stroyed a five-storey block of 
flats in Pryluky east of Kyiv early 
on Wednesday, 22 people were 

killed, including five children. 
Three of the children were only 
one year old.

Moscow is yet to comment on 
the latest attack, however rescue 
officials said the attack caused a 
fire on two buses that were both 
carrying passengers.

Filashkin appealed to anyone 
who was still in the Donetsk re-
gion to move to safer regions of 
Ukraine.

Given the sharp deterioration 
of security in the two neighbour-
ing cities, he said all public trans-
port had been ordered to stop. 

The safety of civilians was para-
mount, and "we have no right to 
risk the lives of passengers and 
drivers", he said.

Moscow has often cited the 
"liberation" and "protection" 
of the predominantly Rus-
sian-speaking Donbas as justifi-
cation for the full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine. It is made up of two 
regions - Luhansk and Donetsk - 
and with most of Luhansk under 
Russian control, the Kremlin is 
also aiming to capture remain-
ing 20% of Donetsk territory still 
held by Ukraine.

A tanker has been struck 
by "multiple projectiles" 
north of Qatar in the 

Gulf, according to the United 
Kingdom Maritime Trade Oper-
ations agency.

The incident - a rare attack 
deep inside the Gulf - happened 
51 nautical miles (94km) from 
Madinat al-Shamal with casual-
ties reported, the UKMTO said.

Maritime intelligence firm 
Vanguard identified the vessel as 
the Antigua and Barbuda-flagged 
oil and chemical tanker Acers. 
On Saturday it was reported as 
sailing towards the Strait of Hor-
muz waterway, which connects 
the Gulf to the Gulf of Oman.

Merchant vessels have come 
under repeated attack in the re-
gion since the US and Israel's war 
with Iran began in February.

At least 24 seafarers have been 
killed in 93 confirmed incidents, 
according to the UN's Interna-
tional Maritime Organization 
(IMO).

The IMO said the last inci-
dent that resulted in casualties 
was on 9 September, when two 
sailors were killed in an attack 
on the Panama-flagged tanker 
El Gaia in the Strait of Hormuz, 
just north of Oman's Musandam 
peninsula.

This is also the first reported 
attack on a ship this far west of 
the Strait of Hormuz since that 
same day, according to Martin 

Kelly, head of advisory at EOS 
Risk Group.

Also on Thursday, Vanguard 
amended an earlier report that 
had said there was a fire on board 
another tanker in the Gulf of 
Oman, about 40km east of Fu-
jairah in the United Arab Emir-
ates.

The company clarified that 
there were no indications a fire 
occurred on the vessel, which it 
had identified as the Marshall Is-
lands-flagged Dhalkut.

The Strait of Hormuz, through 
which a fifth of global oil and gas 
shipments usually pass, was ef-
fectively closed after the start of 
the Iran war due to Tehran's mis-
sile and drone attacks on com-
mercial vessels and a US naval 

blockade of Iranian ports.
The US and Iran reached a 

preliminary agreement to end 
the war and reopen the strait 
in June, but it collapsed within 
weeks after Iranian attacks on 
shipping resumed and the US 
reinstated its blockade.

Iran insisted it would not 
give up some measure of con-
trol over the waterway and tar-
geted vessels using a southern 
route through Omani waters 
that avoids its preferred route 
through Iranian waters.

To keep exports flowing 
from Gulf Arab states, the US 
military has been providing 
protection for tankers shuttling 
oil through the Strait of Hor-
muz.

this was the case, and described 
to us how Hassan receives 
money from the US authorities 
through an intermediary, mak-
ing it harder to trace. Hassan is 
sanctioned by the US govern-
ment.

Yet people connected to the 
Tice investigation say they have 
seen little evidence it has signif-
icantly advanced since Hassan 
began providing information 
as part of this agreement. The 
deal is believed to have been 
struck in the spring of 2025.

Sources with knowledge 
of the investigation have ex-
pressed concerns that Hassan's 
arrangement with the US could 
continue indefinitely, at sig-
nificant expense but with little 
gain.

Hassan is not the only Syr-
ian regime official whose con-
nection to the Tice case has 
seemingly afforded him finan-
cial payments or assistance for 
living abroad.

Prince Harry has revealed 
he became depressed and 
'useless' immediately after 

Megxit, and now refuses to spend 
more than 10 days away from 
Meghan and their children.

The Duke of Sussex claims life 
in the Royal Family left him un-
able to properly grieve the death 
of Princess Diana, and said offi-
cial duties often triggered panic 
attacks.

Harry said that getting dressed 
for royal engagements in a shirt 
and tie frequently left him feeling 
as though he was being strangled 
or suffocated.

'You would think I had the best 
help in the world. I'm a prince, for 
God's sake, but I was still grieving 
and didn't have any place to put 
those feelings,' he said, describing 
emotions he carried for '15 or 20 

years'.
He revealed that therapy even-

tually helped him, and described 
the extraordinary moment he 
sprayed himself with Diana's per-
fume, prompting hidden memo-
ries and emotions to come flood-
ing back.

Speaking about grief on the 
American educational platform 
MasterClass, Harry said that after 
finding happiness with Meghan, 
he 'slipped into depression' after 
they quit royal life and left the 
UK.

'We moved to Canada to get 
some space away from everything 
and simply think,' he said.

'Within two or three days of 
leaving that stressful environ-
ment, I experienced an adren-
aline crash unlike anything I'd 
ever felt before.
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Nigerian police, pictured at the site of a previous abduction,

Italy overhauls electoral system after fiercely 
contested debate

Group of 20 graduates rescued after being abducted in Nigeria

South Korea recalls Ukraine 
envoy over prisoner-of-war row

Eritrean troops move deep into Ethiopia's 
Tigray region, residents tell BBC

South Korea has said it will 
recall its ambassador to 
Ukraine, the latest escala-

tion in a diplomatic spat between 
both countries.

It started last month when 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky announced that his 
government had transferred two 
captured North Korean soldiers 
to Seoul.

Seoul says Ukraine broke an 
agreement to keep the transfer a 
secret but Zelensky's office main-
tains that there was no non-dis-
closure agreement in place.

The two North Korean sol-
diers, who were among thou-
sands from the country sup-
porting Russia in the Ukraine 
war, had earlier told local media 
they wanted to be sent to South 
Korea.

South Korean Vice Foreign 
Minister Park Yoon-joo had in 
September lodged a formal com-
plaint with his Ukrainian coun-
terpart Andrii Vieshkin over the 
matter.

And earlier this week, For-
eign Minister Cho Hyun said 
he received an apology from 
his Ukrainian counterpart, but 
added that it fell short of Seoul's 
expectations, according to local 
reports.

But on Wednesday, Ukrainian 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Heorhii Tykhyi told reporters 
at a media briefing that its For-
eign Minister Andrii Sybiha had 
not apologised, according to 
Ukrainian news site Liga.

In a statement on Thursday, 
South Korea's Foreign Ministry 
said it would "continue consul-
tations with the Ukrainian side", 
adding that it expected that "var-
ious outstanding issues...[would] 
be resolved smoothly".

Thousands of North Koreans 
fought for Russia. A memorial 

hints at the death toll
Zelensky had revealed the 

transfer at a speech at the UN 
General Assembly in Septem-
ber, adding that the two North 
Koreans had not been "easy to 
capture alive".

It prompted a swift condem-
nation from South Korean Pres-
ident Lee Jae Myung, who called 
it "greatly disappointing" and 
said the transfer was a "highly 
sensitive issue" impacting na-
tional security.

President Lee also faced 
heavy criticism at home in light 
of the revelation, with local op-
position accusing him of want-
ing to cover up the transfer to 
appease Pyongyang.

But his office said that it had 
been kept confidential partly to 
protect the North Koreans' fam-
ilies and added that Kyiv also 
wanted the transfer kept secret 
to avoid criticism that it had 
given up an opportunity to ex-
change the soldiers for Ukrain-
ian prisoners of war.

Lee's office explained Ukraine 
had indicated the soldiers would 
be mentioned in Zelensky's ad-
dress, but not the fact of their 
transfer.

The spat escalated when 
Zelensky's office responded 
claiming that the two countries 
did not have a non-disclosure 
agreement.

Seoul later demanded 
Ukraine apologise for "an-
nouncing a falsehood" and said 
its actions had seriously dam-
aged trust between the two na-
tions.

Seoul has been sympathetic 
to Ukraine since Russia's full-
scale invasion, but has refused 
to break from its longstanding 
policy of not providing lethal 
weapons to any country engaged 
in active war.

Eritrean soldiers have 
crossed into northern 
Ethiopia heading to-

wards an area where clashes 
have been taking place be-
tween national army troops 
and regional forces, residents 
in the Tigrayan town of Adi-
grat have told the BBC.

Fighting in the region broke 
out two weeks ago after months 
of tension between the govern-
ment and the party that con-
trols Tigray, the Tigray People's 
Liberation Front (TPLF). Both 
blame one another for violat-
ing a 2022 deal that ended a 
two-year civil war.

Ethiopia has also accused 
Eritrea of backing the TPLF - 

something Asmara has previ-
ously denied.

The latest unrest follows the 
launch in September of new al-
liance of armed groups in Ethi-
opia, which includes the TPLF.

Over the weekend, TPLF 
forces withdrew from Tigray's 
main city of Mekelle, which is 
115km (71 miles) south of Adi-
grat and is now under army 
control.

Eritrea was a key ally of 
landlocked Ethiopia during the 
2020-2022 war, fighting against 
the TPLF in what was one of 
the most deadly conflicts this 
century and which drove the 
Tigray region to the precipice 
of famine.

But relations between the 
two neighbours have since 
deteriorated largely over the 
Ethiopian prime minister's am-
bition to take ownership of one 
of Eritrea's Red Sea ports.

Last week the two countries 
severed diplomatic relations 
as the renewed fighting raised 
fears of a wider regional con-
flict.

The BBC is unable to report 
from Tigray and surrounding 
areas, though mobile phone 
connections and internet ac-
cess have been restored to most 
areas since the military took 
over Mekelle.

According to multiple ac-
counts, Eritrean troops have 

moved from the border town 
of Zalambessa towards central 
Tigray, with convoys reported-
ly passing through Adigrat and 
heading toward Edaga Hamus, 
a town between Adigrat and 
Mekelle.

"I saw about 40 trucks car-
rying soldiers. The convoy was 
moving south," one resident of 
Adigrat, who requested ano-
nymity for security reasons, 
told BBC Tigrinya.

Pro-government forces have 
control of Mekelle, the capital 
of Ethiopia's northern Tigray 
region.

A second resident reported 
seeing troop movements, in-
itially at night: "We have been 
seeing trucks with Eritrean 
registration plates passing 
through the city.

Italy's parliament has ap-
proved fiercely contested 
changes to the country's 

electoral system championed 
by Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni ahead of elections due 
next year.

Lawmakers voted 227 to 
164 in favour of moving to 
a fully proportional system, 
which Meloni has argued will 
boost the chance of clear win-
ners and more stable govern-
ment.

Opposition parties say her 
right-wing coalition has de-
signed the proposals to im-
prove its chance of retaining 
power and, in a heated debate 
on Thursday, accused it of 

flouting democracy.
Meloni had warned she 

could resign and trigger an 
early election if the plans were 
rejected, with the secret ballot 
seen as a test of her authority.

Meloni's coalition has 
overseen a rare period of po-
litical stability for Italy since 
her election in 2022, and 
last month her government 
became the country's long-
est-running since World War 
Two.

The voting reform will see 
the country move away from 
its current hybrid voting sys-
tem, in which about a third of 
members are chosen through 
a first-past-the-post vote and 

the rest through proportional 
representation.

Parties proposing to form 
a coalition will be required to 
put forward their joint candi-
date for prime minister, and 
their political programme, be-
fore any general election.

A party or coalition which 
emerges with the largest share 
of the votes - provided this ex-
ceeds 42% - will be awarded 
105 additional seats in parlia-
ment (70 in the lower house 
and 35 in the senate), which 
could turn a narrow victory 
into a more comfortable ma-
jority.

In a debate ahead of the 
vote, centre-left members ac-
cused the government of forc-
ing through the new voting 

rules.
"Go ahead and change the 

electoral law, we will win in 
any case under any voting sys-
tem," said Democratic Party 
(PD) leader Elly Schlein.

The proposals have also 
exposed tensions within the 
ranks of Meloni's coalition, 
too, with the Brothers of It-
aly (FdI) party and its allies, 
the far-right League and cen-
tre-right Forza Italia.

Analysts had predicted that 
Thursday's final vote was un-
likely to fail - particularly giv-
en the number of lawmakers 
who would risk losing their 
eligibility for a parliamenta-
ry pension if their term was 
ended early as a result of the 
threatened snap election.

A group of 20 young 
people who were ab-
ducted in south-east 

Nigeria last week have been 
rescued, police say.

The graduates were kid-
napped on 1 October while 
they were travelling for a na-
tional community service pro-
gramme in the Abia and Akwa 
Ibom states in the south of the 
country.

They were rescued by the 
police with the assistance of 
other security agencies.

Police spokesman Ani In-
iedu said in a statement on 
Wednesday the group were 
rescued at Amakohia Ubi in 
Imo State after a sustained 
search-and-rescue operation. 
The group are being looked 
after and have been taken for 
medical evaluation.

The police, military and 
other security agencies con-
ducted intelligence-led 
searches of forests and sus-

pected hideouts, he said, but 
he did not say whether any 
ransom was paid or if any ar-
rests had been made.

But the police spokesman 
did say they were making ef-
forts to apprehend the per-
petrators and bring them to 
justice.

The police had previous-
ly said they had identified 
the location where the group 
was being held but could not 
rescue them because it was 
mined with explosives.

The group of young people 
were participating in the Na-
tional Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC), which is a compul-
sory one-year community 
service programme for most 
Nigerian university graduates, 
where people are posted to dif-
ferent parts of the country.

The group were travelling 
in two buses travelling on a 
major highway from Ibadan 
in south-western Oyo state to 

NYSC orientation camps in 
Abia and Akwa Ibom states 
when gunmen attacked the 
vehicles.

The incident has reignited 
concerns over insecurity and 
kidnapping along roads in the 
south-east.

Before they were released, 
the father of one of the people 
who were abducted, Omoto-
sho Adewale, told the BBC 
that the kidnappers had de-
manded a ransom of 50m na-
ira ($37,680; £28,440), which 
he could not afford.

"There's no peace of mind. 
I've not eaten in three days," 
he said in between tears.

Kidnapping for ransom is 
a major security problem in 
Nigeria, involving criminal 
gangs and armed groups. The 
authorities have not released 

any information about the 
identity of the attackers.

The government has out-
lawed paying ransoms to 
kidnappers in an attempt to 
remove the incentive for the 
gangs but this has had little 
effect.
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He wrote his last exam on Friday, died in NAF 
crash on Sunday... the sad and tragic tale of a patriot

FEATURE

Osemudiamhen O. Faith

On Friday, Squadron Leader 
Mamud I. Aburimen sat quietly 
at the back row of a lecture hall 

at the University of Benin, cap firmly on 
his head, writing what was to be his final 
make-up examination.

Like many students, he may have been 
thinking about the work still ahead of 
him — the result he hoped to receive, the 
degree he was close to completing, and 
the life waiting for him beyond the class-
room. There was nothing to suggest that 
the ordinary examination would become 
his last known moment as a student.

Two days later, he was dead.
Aburimen, a Nigerian Air Force pilot 

and Master's student of Mass Communi-
cation at the University of Benin (UNI-
BEN), was among the officers killed 
when a NAF aircraft crashed at Igboko-
da, Ondo State, on October 5, while on 
its way from Benin to Lagos.

He was just 48 hours removed from his 
last classroom.

The distance between the examina-
tion hall and the crash site was not only 
measured in kilometres. It was the dis-
tance between expectation and grief, be-
tween a man preparing to complete one 
chapter of his life and a family suddenly 
forced to confront its end.

For Aburimen, the cockpit and the 
classroom were two demanding worlds. 
Yet, he managed to give both the same 
discipline, commitment and determina-
tion.

To his classmates, he was more than a 
military officer. He was a quiet, humble 
and unassuming colleague who never al-
lowed the demands of his profession to 
stand in the way of his education.

“He was a perfect gentleman. He sat 
at the back, always with his cap on. He 
never troubled anyone,” said Desmond 
Odiah, his class representative.

There was something almost ordinary 
about the way Aburimen occupied the 
classroom. He did not seek attention or 
announce the weight of the responsi-
bilities he carried outside it. He simply 
came, listened, wrote his examinations 
and remained part of the quiet rhythm 
of student life.

Odiah had journeyed with Aburimen 
from the Postgraduate Diploma pro-
gramme to the Master's level. He re-
called how the late officer successfully 
balanced military responsibilities with 
academic commitments.

“Despite his tight schedule as a mili-
tary officer, he always created time for 
lectures. He was always in touch about 
academic work. The last time he contact-
ed me was Friday — he told me he was 
already in school for the make-up test.”

It was the last time his classmates 
would hear from him.

Perhaps, at the time, the message 
seemed like nothing more than an up-
date from a colleague trying to complete 
an academic obligation. There was no 
farewell in it, no warning that the next 
communication would come through 
news of a crash, no indication that the 
man who had just written an examina-
tion would soon be remembered in the 

past tense.
In the Department of Mass Commu-

nication, Aburimen was remembered as 
disciplined, respectful and quiet. At the 
Air Force Base in Benin, he was remem-
bered as a committed officer who gave 
his duty his best.

The two descriptions reveal the full-
ness of a life that cannot be reduced to 
the circumstances of its death. He was a 
pilot, but he was also a student. He was 
an officer, but also a colleague, a friend, 
a husband, a son and a member of a fam-
ily whose future has been permanently 
altered.

He was among several officers aboard 
the ill-fated aircraft, including Squadron 
Leader Ahamefule Aham Man-Ugwueje, 
who had reportedly married just 16 days 
earlier; Flight Lieutenant M. Akintoye, 
who had celebrated his mother's birth-
day only hours before the flight; and 
Flight Lieutenant I. S. Bako.

Each name carries a life beyond the 
uniform — conversations left unfin-
ished, plans interrupted, homes sudden-
ly quiet and families forced to mourn 
people they expected to see return.

The tragedy has left two institutions in 
mourning.

At the Nigerian Air Force Base in 
Benin, flags flew at half-mast on Tues-
day. At the University of Benin, the seat 
where Aburimen once sat remains emp-
ty—a quiet reminder of a student whose 
academic journey ended just when he 

was preparing to take its final steps.
An empty seat can appear insignifi-

cant in a crowded lecture hall. But after 
a death, it becomes a kind of memorial. 
It holds the outline of the person who 
once occupied it: the cap, the books, the 
familiar posture, the quiet presence that 
classmates may have taken for granted 
because they believed there would always 
be another lecture, another examination, 
another opportunity to say hello.

Aburimen carried flight manuals and 
textbooks with equal seriousness.

In the skies, he served his country as a 
pilot. On the ground, he pursued knowl-

LOST DREAM

”At the Nigerian Air 
Force Base in Benin, 

flags flew at half-mast 
on Tuesday. At the Uni-
versity of Benin, the seat 
where Aburimen once sat 
remains empty—a quiet 

reminder of a student 
whose academic journey 
ended just when he was 

preparing to take its final 
steps.

edge and sought to understand the soci-
ety and stories he was helping to shape 
through his study of Mass Communica-
tion.

He was building two legacies at once.
Then, in the space of one weekend, 

both journeys came to an abrupt end.
The cruelest part of the tragedy may be 

its timing. He had endured the demands 
of military service and postgraduate 
study, had remained committed through 
the pressures of both, and had reached 
the threshold of completion. He had 
done the work. He had shown up. He had 
written the examination.

All that remained, it seemed, was to 
wait for the result.

Instead, those who knew him are left 
waiting for a return that will never come.

His last examination was on Friday.
His final flight was on Sunday.
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There are moments in public ad-
ministration when leadership is 
best measured not by the volume 

of rhetoric, but by the willingness to con-
front a difficult problem with decisive 
action. For me, the development in Edo 
State's battle against kidnapping-for-ran-
som deserves commendation.   

Governor Monday Okpebholo 
has taken the bull by the horns by 
strengthening the judicial response to 
kidnapping, cultism and other violent 
crimes through the establishment of a 
special criminal court.

The significance of this intervention 
became clearer on 29 September 2026, 
when the Edo State Special Criminal 
Court delivered its maiden kidnapping 
judgment and sentenced four persons 
to death over their involvement in the 
abduction of a woman at the Vegetable 
Market off Airport Road, Benin City. 
The defendants — Marvellous Isaac, 
Wisdom Michael, Rufus Emete Mi-
chael and Gift Raphael were tried on an 
11-count charge involving kidnapping, 
conspiracy, armed robbery, cultism and 
unlawful possession of firearms. 

The court imposed death sentences 
on relevant counts, alongside other 
terms of imprisonment. It also ordered 
the confiscation and destruction of a 
pump-action firearm and cartridges 
tendered as exhibits.

This is no small feat for Edo State. It 
sends an unmistakable message that kid-
napping is not merely another criminal 
enterprise to be discussed endlessly at se-
curity meetings while victims and their 
families bear the consequences. More 
importantly, the special court is intend-
ed to address one of the most persistent 
weaknesses in Nigeria's criminal justice 
system: the interminable delay between 
arrest, prosecution and judgment.

Indeed, the court's judgment was 
particularly instructive because Justice 
Terry Aigbona Momodu reportedly 
observed that the law left him without 
discretion in imposing the prescribed 
sentences. In other words, the court 
did not invent the punishment; it ap-
plied the law. That distinction matters. 
A society governed by the rule of law 
must allow the courts to administer 
laws duly made, while ensuring that 
accused persons receive a fair hearing 
and retain every lawful right of appeal.

Governor Okpebholo therefore de-
serves a thumbs-up for recognising that 
the fight against kidnapping cannot be 
won through security operations alone. 
The police and other security agencies may 

arrest suspects, but arrests without effective 
prosecution and timely adjudication can 
produce little deterrent value. Criminal 
justice is a chain: intelligence, prevention, 
arrest, investigation, prosecution, adjudi-
cation and where conviction is final, lawful 
punishment. A weak link anywhere along 
that chain can embolden criminals.

Yet, while applauding Edo State, I am 
compelled to raise a concern that should 
exercise the minds of governors, law-
makers and security strategists across 
Nigeria. What happens when a state be-
comes hostile territory for kidnappers, 
while neighbouring states remain rela-
tively attractive operating environments?

This is the elephant in the room.
Criminals are opportunistic. If they 

discover that the legal and security 
environment in one jurisdiction has 
become too hostile, they may relocate 
their activities to another where the 
risks are perceived to be lower. That is 
why Edo's new posture, commendable 
as it is, could inadvertently produce 
a displacement effect if neighbouring 
states do not strengthen their own le-
gal and institutional responses.

Imagine a kidnapping syndicate that 
has learnt that Edo State has become in-
creasingly difficult terrain because cases 
can be fast-tracked and severe statutory 
penalties can follow conviction. If the 
same syndicate can cross a state bound-
ary into a jurisdiction where prosecution 
is slower, special courts do not exist, rel-
evant laws are weaker or inconsistently 
enforced, and criminal proceedings can 
linger for years, what rational choice 
would a criminal organisation make?

The danger is obvious. Edo could 
succeed in pushing the problem be-
yond its borders without eliminating 
the criminal networks responsible for 
it. The result would be a dangerous ge-
ographical redistribution of kidnapping 
rather than its meaningful suppression.

This is not a hypothetical concern. 
Even if Edo succeeds in making the 
state increasingly inhospitable to kid-
nappers and consequently reduces kid-
napping within its territory, Edo peo-
ple do not live, work or conduct their 
businesses exclusively within the state's 
boundaries. They travel to neighbour-
ing and distant states for business, edu-

cation, religious activities, family visits, 
professional engagements and other 
legitimate purposes. What happens to 
an Edo resident who leaves the state 
and enters a jurisdiction where the le-
gal and security environment remains 
comparatively permissive? The safety 
achieved at home could suddenly be-
come vulnerable the moment the trav-
eller crosses the state boundary.

This concern becomes even more 
compelling against the backdrop of re-
cent reports of the abduction of about 
20 National Youth Service Corps mem-
bers in the eastern part of Nigeria, with 
the kidnappers reportedly demanding 
as much as N900 million in ransom. If 
accurately established, such an incident 
is a sobering reminder that Nigerians 
cannot be protected merely by fortify-
ing individual states. A citizen does not 
cease to deserve protection because he 
or she has travelled outside his or her 
state of residence. The same applies 
to Corps members, students, traders, 
transporters, tourists and business peo-
ple whose legitimate activities routinely 
take them across state boundaries.

Therefore, while the Edo lawmak-
ers and the state government deserve 
commendation for strengthening the 
legal framework and potentially mit-
igating the incidence of kidnapping 
within Edo, the ultimate objective 
must be broader than making Edo safe 
in isolation. Edo people will continue 
to travel, and criminals will continue 
to exploit jurisdictional gaps unless 
neighbouring states adopt similarly ro-
bust laws, efficient prosecution mecha-
nisms and effective security strategies. 
The safety of Edo's citizens cannot end 
at the state's geographical boundaries.

This is why Edo's achievement 
should not be treated as an isolated state 
victory. It should be regarded as a tem-
plate for a nationally coordinated re-
sponse. Other state governments must 
look closely at what is happening in Edo 
and ask themselves whether their own 
laws, courts and enforcement mecha-
nisms are sufficiently robust to confront 
kidnapping-for-ransom.

Neighbouring governors must not 
wait until kidnappers move into their 
forests, communities and highways be-
fore acting. Security intelligence should 
already map escape routes, criminal 
corridors, forest hideouts and interstate 
networks. Kidnapping-for-ransom syn-
dicates rarely respect political bounda-
ries. Why, then, should the response be 
trapped within them?

There is also a broader lesson for state 
Houses of Assembly. Where laws are in-
adequate, lawmakers should review and 
strengthen them in accordance with the 
Constitution and applicable laws. Where 
prosecution is undermined by poor in-
vestigation, evidence management or 
insufficient prosecutorial capacity, those 
deficiencies must be addressed.

This is particularly important because 
kidnapping-for-ransom has evolved be-
yond random criminality. In many plac-
es, it has become an organised and eco-
nomically motivated business enterprise. 
Its ecosystem can involve recruiters, 
informants, financiers, gun suppliers, 
drivers, negotiators, intelligence gather-
ers, safe-house operators and those who 
receive or launder ransom proceeds. 
Fighting only the gunman at the point 
of abduction therefore leaves the larger 
criminal architecture intact.

Consequently, state governments 
must widen the scope of their re-
sponse. It is not enough to sentence 
captured kidnappers. Law enforce-
ment must pursue the money trail, 
identify financiers and accomplices, 
disrupt communication networks, 
seize criminal assets where the law 
permits, and dismantle the infrastruc-
ture that makes abduction profitable.

There is another important dimen-
sion: interstate cooperation. The gov-
ernors and security agencies of Edo, 
Delta, Ondo, Kogi, Anambra and 
other states connected by major high-
ways, forests, rivers and commercial 
routes cannot afford to operate in si-
los. Intelligence-sharing must become 
routine rather than occasional. Joint 
operations, coordinated surveillance 
and rapid cross-border communica-
tion can make it harder for criminals 
to exploit jurisdictional gaps.

The Federal Government also has a 
role to play. Kidnapping is a national 
security challenge, even when particu-
lar offences occur within state territo-
ries. The Nigeria Police Force, military 
formations, intelligence agencies and 
state security structures should deepen 

cooperation with state governments.
Governments must also recognise 

that punishment alone cannot defeat 
kidnapping. Punishment may deter 
some potential offenders, but sustaina-
ble security requires prevention. Rural 
communities need effective security 
presence. Roads and vulnerable settle-
ments require surveillance. Emergency 
response systems must be strengthened. 

Young people need meaningful 
opportunities that make criminal re-
cruitment less attractive. Traditional 
rulers, community leaders and resi-
dents must be incorporated into local 
intelligence networks, without expos-
ing informants to retaliation.

The judiciary must also be adequately 
supported. A special court without com-
petent judges, prosecutors, investigators, 
defence counsel, court administrators, fo-
rensic capacity and secure evidence man-
agement cannot deliver miracles. Speed 
must never become a euphemism for 
denial of justice. The rights of the accused 
must remain protected because justice is 
measured not only by punishment, but 
also by how fairly guilt is determined.

The recent Edo judgment itself il-
lustrates why due process matters. 
The convictions followed a trial on 
multiple counts, and reports indicate 
that appeals remain legally available. 
That is how a functioning justice sys-
tem should operate. A death sentence 
pronounced by a court is not the same 
thing as immediate execution. Every 
lawful appellate and constitutional 
safeguard must be respected.

If Edo builds a formidable legal wall 
while neighbouring states leave wide 
openings through which criminals 
can escape, the wall will not provide 
lasting security. It may simply redirect 
the criminal traffic. That is why the 
Edo example should trigger an urgent 
national conversation and, more im-
portantly, practical action.

The National Assembly, the governors 
and state Houses of Assembly should 
therefore see the Edo intervention as a 
wake-up call. Nigeria cannot afford a 
situation in which kidnapping is heavily 
penalised in one state but becomes com-
paratively less risky in another. Such a 
disparity could unintentionally create a 
migration route for criminality.

Governor Monday Okpebholo has 
taken a bold step. His administration 
deserves commendation for moving 
the fight from political declarations to 
institutional action. But the real test 
is not the number of death sentences 
secured; it is whether Edo can sustain 
a comprehensive strategy that makes 
kidnapping increasingly difficult, un-
profitable and ultimately untenable.

And here lies the clarion call: let Edo's 
action become a catalyst, not an excep-
tion. Let other states strengthen their 
laws, courts and security institutions. 
Let neighbouring jurisdictions close the 
gaps. Let intelligence cross state bound-
aries as easily as criminals do.

If Nigeria truly intends to defeat 
kidnapping-for-ransom, every state 
must become an uncomfortable envi-
ronment for the kidnapper. Anything 
less may simply compel the men of the 
underworld to pack their bags, cross 
the next boundary and continue their 
reprehensible business elsewhere.

Dr. Odaro is a columnist and lecturer 
in the Department of Journalism and 
Media Studies, Auchi Polytechnic, 
Edo State, Nigeria.

But the real test 
is not the number 

of death sentences 
secured; it is whether 

Edo can sustain 
a comprehensive 

strategy that 
makes kidnapping 

increasingly difficult, 
unprofitable and 

ultimately untenable.

”

COLUMN
Kidnapping war: Edo must not become an Island
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AFCON 2027: Kenya cannot win trophy, National Team coach insists

Harambee Stars head 
coach Benni McCarthy 
has admitted that Kenya 

will not be able to win the 2027 
Africa Cup of Nations (AF-
CON), despite their status as one 
of the tournament’s co-hosts.

Kenya, alongside Tanzania and 
Uganda, is set to host the 2027 
continental showpiece, which will 
guarantee the Harambee Stars a 
place in the tournament.

However, McCarthy be-
lieves Kenya still have a signif-
icant gap to bridge before they 
can compete for the AFCON 

title against Africa’s established 
football powerhouses.

The former South Africa 
international striker acknowl-
edged the ambition surround-
ing the national team but insist-
ed that winning the continental 
championship would be be-
yond Kenya’s current level.

“Kenya cannot win AFCON 
even if you give me millions of 
dollars,” McCarthy was quoted as 
saying. The coach’s remarks un-
derline the scale of the challenge 
facing Kenya as they prepare for a 
home AFCON campaign in 2027.

AFCON 2025 Final: CAS sets 
no fixed date for final verdict

NSC appoints caretaker Committee to Steer Nigeria 
Judo Federation ahead of fresh elections

Senegal's Basketball star set for bail after 
nearly two months in US detention

3SC fans seek Aweroro’s 
return as team struggles 
under Salisu Yusuf

The Court of Arbitration 
for  Sport (CAS) has re-
vealed that there is no 

fixed date for the final verdict in 
the legal dispute between Mo-
rocco and Senegal over the 2025 
Africa Cup of Nations final.

CAS Director General Mat-
thew Reeb explained that the 
arbitration panel could issue its 
decision within a few days or 
take several weeks, depending 
on the nature of the ruling be-
ing prepared.

According to Reeb, the 
timeline could be extended if 
the panel decides to deliver a 

detailed judgment containing 
the legal grounds and reason-
ing behind its decision.

He stressed that the verdict 
would not be announced on 
the day of the hearing or the 
following day.

The dispute centres on the 
outcome of the AFCON 2025 
final between Morocco and 
Senegal, with the case now be-
fore CAS for determination.

The arbitration panel is ex-
pected to communicate its de-
cision after completing its de-
liberations and preparing the 
necessary documentation.

Supporters of Shooting 
Stars  Sports Club (3SC) 
have called for the dis-

missal of head coach Salisu 
Yusuf following the club’s dis-
appointing start to the 2026/27 
Nigeria Premier Football 
League (NPFL) season.

The call for Yusuf’s exit came 
after seven matches, with sections 
of the club’s supporters expressing 
their frustration over the team’s 
position on the league table.

In a short video made availa-
ble to BSN Sports, the support-
ers were heard demanding a 
change in the technical crew and 
calling for the return of former 

head coach Nurudeen Aweroro.
Aweroro was relieved of 

his position before the com-
mencement of the current 
campaign, despite guiding 3SC 
to a third-place finish in the 
2025/26 NPFL season.

The supporters’ reaction 
comes amid a sharp decline in 
the club’s league standing com-
pared with the corresponding 
stage of last season.

After Matchday 7 of the 
2025/26 campaign under 
Nurudeen Aweroro, 3SC had 
accumulated 11 points and 
occupied fifth position on the 
NPFL table.

Abuja set for 3rd PremiumTrust Bank Abuja City 
International Half Marathon

Half Marathon holding on Sat-
urday, November 14, 2026.

Organized by Nilayo Sports 
Management Limited, the 
21-kilometre race has rapid-
ly grown into one of Nigeria’s 
leading road races, attracting 
elite athletes, recreational run-

ners, fitness enthusiasts and 
corporate teams from across 
Nigeria and beyond.

According to the organizers, 
registration for participants is 
currently ongoing through the 
online platform via https://
share.google/wLDl6eRrvX-
wnaCW34

The organizers further dis-
closed that physical registra-
tion is yet to open, with the 
proposed venue for physical 
registration being the Premi-
umTrust Bank. Prospective 
runners have been advised to 
register early to allow adequate 
time for training and prepara-
tion for the 21-kilometre chal-
lenge.

The event continues the suc-
cessful partnership between 
sole sponsor, PremiumTrust 
Bank, and Nilayo Sports Man-

agement Limited, a collabora-
tion that has elevated the pro-
file of the half marathon since 
its inaugural edition in 2024.

Managing Director/CEO 
of Nilayo Sports Management 
Limited, Mrs. Yetunde Ol-
opade, expressed confidence 
that the 2026 edition will build 
on past successes and meet 
international standards, with 
enhanced athlete services, 
world-class logistics, medical 
support, security and spectator 
entertainment.

She noted that this year’s 
race will place greater em-
phasis on athlete welfare, im-
proved route management, 
entertainment zones along the 
course, and a more immersive 
experience for spectators and 
families who turn out to cheer 
the runners.

Kehinde Osagiede 

Participants and organiz-
ers are bracing up as the 
Federal Capital Territory 

is set to come alive with the 3rd 
edition of the PremiumTrust 
Bank Abuja City International 

Kehinde Osagiede 

Following the recent disso-
lution of the Nigeria Judo 
Federation (NJF) board by 

the International Judo Federa-
tion (IJF), the National Sports 
Commission (NSC) has moved 
swiftly to stabilize the sport 
by constituting a six-member 
Caretaker Committee. Backed 
by Section 16 of the NSC Act 
2023. This strategic interven-
tion is designed to steer the 
Federation through a crucial 
transitional period and pave the 
way for fresh elections.

Taking immediate effect, 
the transition committee has 
been instituted to oversee the 
affairs of the Federation until 
a new board is democratically 
elected. The committee will be 
chaired by Sheriff Hammed, 
with Amayo Ngozi serving as 
the Secretary. Other appointed 
members of the administrative 
body include Ekuta Catherine 
Ewa, Sule Musa, Bashir Musa 
Bassey, and Oladipupo Idowu.

The NSC has mandated the 
committee to manage the day-

Senegalese basketball play-
er Aminata Seck is set to 
be released on bail after 

spending nearly two months in 
detention in the United States 
over a visa-related issue.

Seck, who plays for Kentucky 
State University, was arrested in 
the US as authorities addressed 
the immigration matter.

Her expected release will allow 
the Senegalese player to return to 
her basketball career and resume 
access to essential medical care.

The development comes as a 
relief to Seck, her family and the 
basketball community, with her 
prolonged detention having in-

terrupted both her sporting ac-
tivities and medical treatment.

Seck is now expected to fo-

cus on her recovery and return 
to the court as she continues 
her career in the United States.

to-day administration of the NJF 
while executing crucial reforms 
needed to place the sport on a 
solid administrative foundation. 

Central to their mandate is 
the immediate amendment of 
the Federation’s constitution to 
align perfectly with the statutory 
provisions demanded by the In-

ternational Judo Federation(IJF). 
The committee is responsi-

ble for convening an Annual 
General Meeting to secure 
approval for the amended con-
stitution and subsequently or-
ganizing transparent elections.

To ensure a seamless tran-
sition of power, the NSC has 

strongly charged the Caretaker 
Committee to execute its du-
ties with the utmost diligence, 
transparency, and impartiality. 
The NSC emphasized that the 
overall interest and develop-
ment of judo in Nigeria must 
be placed above all personal or 
political considerations.

Event holds November 14
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Nigeria’s painful exit from the 
race for the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup has now taken a disturb-

ing new dimension. What Nigerians 
were told was a footballing defeat in 
Rabat is increasingly looking like a 
governance controversy that FIFA 
must answer.

 The Super Eagles lost to the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo on penalties 
after a 1–1 draw, but new revelations 
indicate that FIFA officials themselves 
had identified an eligibility problem 
involving DR Congo goalkeeper Li-
onel Mpasi.

The significance of the revelation 
cannot be overstated. According to 
documents reviewed by The New 
York Times and reported by the Asso-
ciated Press, FIFA's own legal officials 
determined that Mpasi had not com-
pleted the required process to change 
his international association from 
France to DR Congo. Yet he contin-
ued playing for DR Congo, including 
in the decisive playoff against Nigeria.

This is no longer simply a Nigeri-
an complaint against another African 
football federation. Nigeria filed its 
complaint after the match, challeng-
ing the eligibility of several DR Con-
go players. FIFA rejected the com-
plaint on what has been described as 
a technicality relating to the timing 
of the filing. But the new information 
raises the obvious question: if FIFA 
itself subsequently identified an eligi-
bility problem, why was the sporting 
consequence not allowed to follow?

That question becomes even more 
important because FIFA reportedly 
considered several possible courses of 
action. According to the documents 
reported by the New York Times, 
those options included sanctioning 
DR Congo, awarding the match to Ni-
geria, replacing DR Congo with Nige-
ria in the intercontinental playoff, or 
taking no action. The final outcome 
was that DR Congo continued.

The consequences were enormous. 
DR Congo went on to defeat Jamai-
ca in the intercontinental playoff and 
secured its first World Cup appear-
ance in 52 years. Nigeria, meanwhile, 
remained outside the tournament. 
In other words, a decision concern-
ing eligibility potentially affected not 
merely one match but the identity of 
an entire World Cup participant.

This is why Nigeria deserves more 
than another explanation from foot-
ball administrators. If an independent 
investigation establishes that an inel-
igible player participated in a match 
that determined which country pro-
ceeded to the next stage, then FIFA 
must consider an appropriate remedy 
for Nigeria, even if restoring Nigeria's 
place at the 2026 World Cup is no 
longer practically possible.

Compensation should therefore be 
part of the conversation. It would not 
be a substitute for sporting justice, 
but it could represent a recognition 
of the financial and institutional con-
sequences suffered by Nigeria. World 
Cup qualification brings broadcast-
ing opportunities, sponsorship val-
ue, commercial exposure, bonuses, 
preparation opportunities and inter-
national prestige. Losing that oppor-
tunity because of an eligibility issue is 

fundamentally different from simply 
losing a football match.

But there is an even bigger issue 
here: consistency. Football cannot have 
one rule for one federation and anoth-
er rule for another. FIFA has previous-
ly imposed sporting consequences in 
eligibility cases. The AP has pointed 
to the 2018 World Cup qualifying case 
involving Bolivia, where matches were 
forfeited after an ineligible player was 
fielded. That history makes the han-
dling of the DR Congo case deserving 
of serious scrutiny.

FIFA's own regulations make el-
igibility and changes of association 
a formal process. Indeed, FIFA pub-
lished updated guidance on player 
eligibility and change of association 
in September 2026, stressing the pro-
cedures and documentation required 
for such cases. That makes the ques-
tion surrounding Mpasi particular-
ly difficult to dismiss as an obscure 
technicality.

There is also the question of tim-
ing. Nigeria had already complained 
about player eligibility. FIFA's later 
discovery, according to the reports, 
concerned a player who had partici-
pated in the very qualifying campaign 
that ultimately took DR Congo to the 
World Cup. If the governing body's 
own officials knew there was a prob-
lem, Nigerians are entitled to ask why 
the matter did not receive a sporting 
resolution before DR Congo's qualifi-
cation was completed.

The issue also inevitably brings 
FIFA President Gianni Infantino into 

the wider conversation, although an 
important distinction must be main-
tained. The reports do not establish 
that Infantino personally ordered the 
rejection of Nigeria's complaint or 
personally intervened to protect DR 
Congo. FIFA has maintained that its 
disciplinary bodies are independent 
and make decisions according to the 
regulations and facts before them.

Nevertheless, questions about 
institutional relationships will not 
disappear. DR Congo's football fed-
eration president, Véron Mosen-
go-Omba, has a long professional 
relationship with Infantino. The two 
men studied at university in Switzer-
land and subsequently worked within 
European and international football 
structures. That relationship does 
not prove wrongdoing, but it makes 
transparency and independent scru-
tiny even more important when a 
decision involving DR Congo is being 
questioned.

That is why allegations of secret 
payments or "money deals" should 
not be presented as established fact 
without evidence. Such allegations 
are extremely serious. If evidence 
eventually emerges of bribery, finan-
cial inducement or improper inter-
ference, then the matter would move 
from a football eligibility controversy 
into a potentially much larger cor-
ruption investigation. For now, the 
documented questions about FIFA's 
handling of the case are already se-
rious enough without adding claims 
that have not been proven.

Nigeria's response should therefore 
be bigger than anger. The NFF should 
demand the complete legal record, 
the reasoning behind the disciplinary 
decision, the internal assessment of 
Mpasi's eligibility, the basis for the fil-
ing-deadline argument and the iden-
tity of the decision-making bodies 
involved. If necessary, Nigeria should 
take the matter through every availa-
ble appeal and arbitration mechanism.

The NFF also needs to explain to 
Nigerians exactly what happened af-
ter its original complaint. The federa-
tion announced in March that it was 
dissatisfied with FIFA's rejection and 
had begun the appeal process. The 
latest revelations make it imperative 
that Nigerians are told where that 
process stands and what legal avenues 
remain open.

There should also be a call for an 
independent investigation. FIFA in-
vestigating FIFA's own handling of a 
controversy will inevitably raise ques-
tions about independence. A credible 
review should examine the eligibility 
process, the complaint, the internal 
legal advice, the disciplinary decision, 
the applicable deadlines and whether 
the regulations were applied consist-
ently with previous cases.

And DR Congo should not sim-
ply walk away from this controversy 
without consequences if an eligibility 
breach is confirmed. At the very least, 
a substantial fine and appropriate 
disciplinary measures against the re-
sponsible football authorities should 
be considered. If officials knowingly 

submitted incomplete or misleading 
information to FIFA, the consequenc-
es should extend beyond the player 
involved.

But justice cannot be reduced to 
punishing DR Congo. The central is-
sue is what happens to Nigeria. A fine 
paid by DR Congo would not restore 
Nigeria's lost World Cup opportunity. 
Nor would an apology erase the com-
mercial and sporting consequences of 
missing the tournament. FIFA there-
fore needs to confront the question of 
whether some form of compensation 
or other meaningful remedy can be 
provided.

The tragedy is that Nigeria may 
never know what would have hap-
pened against Jamaica. Perhaps the 
Super Eagles would have qualified. 
Perhaps they would not. Football does 
not permit history to be replayed. But 
that uncertainty cannot become an 
excuse for ignoring a potentially deci-
sive eligibility violation. The integrity 
of competition requires that the rules 
be enforced before the consequences 
become irreversible.

Nigeria also needs to ask a painful 
question about its relationship with 
FIFA. If the revelations are substanti-
ated, Nigerian football cannot simul-
taneously demand justice from world 
football's governing body and behave 
as though nothing happened. Diplo-
macy is important, but diplomacy 
should never mean surrendering le-
gitimate institutional interests.

This is particularly relevant be-
cause Infantino is seeking another 
term as FIFA president. The con-
troversy does not by itself establish 
personal wrongdoing by him, but it 
makes transparency around FIFA's 
decision-making more important at 
precisely the moment when football 
associations are considering the lead-
ership of the organisation. African 
federations should be asking ques-
tions based on evidence, rules and in-
stitutional accountability rather than 
personalities or political friendships.

The story therefore should not 
end with Nigeria shouting that it was 
cheated. It should end with football 
demanding answers. Was the play-
er eligible? Did FIFA know? When 
did FIFA know? Why was Nigeria's 
complaint rejected? Why were the 
sporting sanctions reportedly con-
sidered but not imposed? Were the 
same standards applied that FIFA has 
applied in previous eligibility cases? 
And what remedy is available to the 
country that lost its World Cup op-
portunity?

Nigeria deserves answers to those 
questions. DR Congo deserves a fair 
process. FIFA deserves scrutiny. And 
African football deserves a system in 
which the identity of the country ad-
vancing to a World Cup is determined 
on the football field under rules that 
are applied equally to everybody.

If the evidence ultimately estab-
lishes that DR Congo used an ineligi-
ble player and that FIFA knew of the 
problem but failed to apply the ap-
propriate sporting consequence, then 
this will be much bigger than Nigeria 
versus DR Congo. It will become a 
test of whether FIFA's promise of fair 
play applies equally to its most pow-
erful members and its most politically 
important relationships. And that is a 
test FIFA cannot afford to fail.

Nigeria was Cheated: The FIFA–DR Congo 
eligibility scandal must not be buried
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National Stadium hosts over 100 
swimmers for Ikoyi Club time trials

Adeniyi hails team Nigeria’s historic first medal 
at veterans World Wrestling Championships

try’s growing presence and 
reputation on the international 
wrestling scene.

The NWF President also ac-
knowledged the contribution 
of veteran coach Babatunde 
James, popularly known as 
Tunde King, for his role in 
guiding and supporting Mika 
in his successful campaign at 
the championships

"On behalf of the Nigeria 
Wrestling Federation Board, I 
congratulate Mapsin Elias Mika 
and Tunde King on this historic 
feat. This historic achievement 

DR PATRICE MOTSEPE

JOSHUA BABA AWOL

IKOYI SWIMMERS

BASHIR ADEWALE ADENIYI, MFR

AFCON 2025 final: Senegal 
lawyer stuns CAS hearing

Motsepe: African country 
must win FIFA World Cup

A dramatic moment re-
portedly occurred dur-
ing Thursday’s Court 

of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) 
hearing involving the dispute 
over the 2025 Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON) final be-
tween Morocco and Senegal.

A lawyer representing the 
Senegalese Football Federation 
(FSF) reportedly interrupted 
proceedings by lying down in 
the middle of the courtroom.

The unexpected incident 
caused a stir during the hear-
ing in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
as Senegal continues its legal 
challenge against the Confed-

eration of African Football 
(CAF) decision concerning 
the AFCON 2025 final.

The case centres on CAF’s 
decision to award the final to 
Morocco after the controversial 
events surrounding Senegal’s 
players’ temporary departure 
from the pitch during the match.

The CAS proceedings are be-
ing held behind closed doors, 
with the Court expected to de-
liberate on the appeal and issue 
its decision at a later date.

The outcome could have sig-
nificant implications for the of-
ficial status of the AFCON 2025 
final and the continental title.

President of the Confed-
eration of African Foot-
ball (CAF), Dr Patrice 

Motsepe, has declared that an 
African national team must 
win the FIFA World Cup.

Motsepe made the state-
ment yesterday during the 
CAF Strategy Conference in 
Cape Verde.

The CAF president stressed 
the need for African football 
to raise its ambitions and com-
pete for the biggest prize in in-

ternational football.
According to Motsepe, the 

continent possesses the talent 
and potential to produce a World 
Cup-winning nation, and achiev-
ing the feat should be a major ob-
jective for African football.

No African team has 
reached the FIFA World Cup 
final, with Morocco's historic 
run to the semi-finals at Qatar 
2022 remaining the continent's 
best performance at the tour-
nament.

Contract Breach: Bendel Insurance FC declare 
Joshua Baba AWOL The management of Ben-

del Insurance Football 
Club has declared goal-

keeper Joshua Baba AWOL 
(Absent Without Official 
Leave),following his failure to 
return to the club after the ex-
piration of an approved period 
of recovery leave granted him.

In a statement signed by Ke-
hinde Osagiede, the club's Di-
rector, Media & Communica-
tions, Baba was last seen shortly 
after the commencement of the 
2026/27 Nigeria Premier Football 
League (NPFL) season on Au-
gust 30, 2026, when he sustained 
a knock during the club’s match 
against Warri Wolves in Benin.

"Following the injury, the 
player was granted a two-week 
recovery period and subsequent-
ly travelled to Plateau State to vis-
it his family. He was expected to 

resume training and report back 
to the club in mid-September 
2026, the statement said.

However, despite the expira-
tion of the approved leave peri-
od, Joshua Baba, the statement 
added, has failed to report to 
the club and has remained ab-
sent without authorisation.

According to Osagiede, the 
club has made repeated efforts to 
establish contact with the player 
and ascertain his whereabouts. 
"These efforts have, regrettably, 
proved unsuccessful. The Head 
Coach and Team Manager have 
also confirmed that the player 
has neither returned to duty nor 
obtained any authorisation to 
extend his absence.

The club management 
warned that any club or organ-
isation dealing with Baba is 
doing so at its own risk.

The Swimming Section 
of Ikoyi Club 1938 is set 
to stage a categorization 

Time Trials 1 (CTT1) at the 
National Stadium, Lagos on 
Saturday September 10.

According to the organisers, 
the two-day event is an impor-
tant checkpoint in the squad’s 

2026/2027 training programme.
The time trials  provide an 

opportunity to see how the 
swimmers are progressing, cel-
ebrate improvements and iden-
tify areas for continued devel-
op. It is also the point at which 
some swimmers may progress 
to a higher training category 

based on their performance.
About 100 children are ex-

pected to participate over the 
two days, starting at 10:00am 
on Saturday 10th till Sunday 
11th October 2026

The Chairman of the swim-
ming section, Akin Onabolu 
told our correspondent that all 
was set for the eventOnabolu 
said: “The swimmers will com-
pete across the four strokes, dif-
ferent race distances and Indi-
vidual Medley (IM) events. This 
gives the coaches a broad view 
of each swimmer’s development 
rather than simply looking at 
performance in one event.

“We are looking forward to 
seeing stronger performance, a 
number of personal bests and 
time drops across the different 
categories, as well as swim-
mers taking the next step in 
their development within the 
IC Marlins squad.

The President of the Nige-
ria Wrestling Federation 
(NWF), Bashir Adewale 

Adeniyi, MFR, has congratulated 
Team Nigeria on the country’s his-
toric achievement at the ongoing 
Veterans World Wrestling Cham-
pionships in Amman, Jordan.

Adeniyi described the feat as 
a significant milestone for Ni-
gerian wrestling following the 
country’s first-ever medal at 
the Veterans World Wrestling 
Championships.

The championship, organ-
ised by United World Wres-
tling (UWW), is taking place 
from October 6 to 11, 2026, 
featuring Greco-Roman and 
Freestyle wrestling for athletes 
aged 35 and above across vari-
ous age categories.

Wrestling veteran and for-
mer national champion, Mapsin 
Elias Mika, etched his name into 
the history books by becoming 
the first Nigerian veteran wres-
tler to win a medal at the global 
competition. Mika secured a 
bronze medal in the 70kg Gre-
co-Roman wrestling category to 
give Nigeria its maiden podium 
finish at the Veterans World 
Wrestling Championships

In a congratulatory message 
issued on behalf of the NWF 
Board, Adeniyi commended 
Mika for his outstanding per-
formance and described the 
achievement as a moment of 
pride for the country and the 
wrestling community.

He said the historic medal 
had written Nigeria’s name in 
the record books of world vet-
erans wrestling while also fur-
ther strengthening the coun-
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