‘One-man, one-vote’ will deliver 2.5m votes in Edo for Tinubu’s re-election —Gov Okpebholo

RICHARD EWEKA

BENIN CITY

do State Governor Mon-
day Okpebholo has said
that the practice of “one

man, one vote” will enable

President Bola Tinubu to se-
cure 2.5 million votes from the
state in the 2027 presidential
election.

The governor spoke in Be-

nin City during a one-million-
youth march organised by the
City Boy Movement in support
of his administration and Presi-
dent Tinubu's re-election.

The governor said Edo res-
idents were aware of what he
described as the benefits of the
Tinubu administration’s eco-
nomic reforms to the state.

He said the state’s month-
ly wage bill had risen above

N7.8 billion, arguing that on-
going development projects
and payment of salaries would
have been difficult without
increased revenues resulting
from reforms by the Federal
Government.

“We are paying so much on
salaries and at the same time, de-
velopment is ongoing, projects
are ongoing. Look at our flyover,
if not for the reforms of the pres-

ident, where will we get money
for all this?” Okpebholo said.

“You can see how many pri-
mary healthcare centres we
have built since we came into
office, over a hundred and eight
across the state”

On education, the governor
said his administration had
renovated more than 87 pri-
mary and secondary schools
across the state and increased

subvention to higher institu-
tions from N41 million to more
than N700 million.

“How could we have gotten
this money; if not the man Pres-
ident Bola Tinubu that is coura-
geous enough to have removed
the fuel subsidy;” he said.

Okpebholo also cited Tinu-
bu’s tenure as governor of La-
gos State, saying the president
had introduced reforms there

that, in his view, improved the
state’s administration.

He criticised unnamed po-
litical opponents who he said
were responsible for past mis-
management of public resourc-
es and accused them of prom-
ising to restore fuel subsidy for
their own benefit.

“Those people that believe
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Benin-Abraka Road: Okpebholo

threatens to arrest contractor

over ahandoned project

RiCHARD EWEKA

BENIN CITY

do State Governor, Mon-
Eday Okpebholo, has

threatened to arrest the
contractor handling a section
of the Benin-Abraka Road for
allegedly abandoning the pro-
ject after receiving payment
from the previous administra-
tion.

The governor stated this
while addressing members of
the All Progressives Congress
(APC) in Orhionmwon and
Uhunmwode local government
areas during his ongoing tour
to strengthen the party ahead
of the 2027 general elections.

Okpebholo said he has taken
a critical look at the condition
of the road but was constrained
by contractual agreements en-

tered into by the previous ad-
ministration.

He disclosed that the road
was awarded to two contrac-
tors, with one of them current-
ly making progress on its sec-
tion, which he said was about
75 per cent complete.

According to him, the sec-
ond contractor, whom he al-
leged was a friend of Obaseki,
had abandoned the section as-

signed to the company despite
receiving payment.

“Following the agreement
that was signed by Obaseki's
administration, that road con-
struction project was paid for
before I became governor. De-
spite the payment by the pre-
vious administration, the con-
tractor still abandoned the road,
allowing motorists to suffer un-
told hardship passing through

the road,” Okpebholo said.

He added: “That road was
given to two contractors. One
of them is working and is doing
his job and has gotten up to 75
per cent completion, while the
other, who is a friend to Obase-
ki, has abandoned his section
and has become the problem
causing hardship on the road”

The governor said he had
previously avoided comment-

ing publicly on the project but
was compelled to address the
matter after hearing complaints
during his visit.

“Those in the diaspora don't
know what is happening and
for me as the governor, I never
wanted to speak on the issue of
this Benin-Abraka Road, but
what I heard today has prompt-
ed me to speak on the issue. I
am going to arrest that contrac-
tor,” he said.

Okpebholo was accompa-
nied by APC leaders and senior

CONTINUES ON PG 2»

Obasanjo, Jonathan,
Gowon pay tribute to late
Cleric William Okoye

ABUJA

ormer President Oluse-
Fgun Obasanjo has de-

scribed late Rev. William
Okoye as a statesman of faith
and fearless voice of truth.

Obasanjo stated this in a trib-
ute read by Bishop Godwin Isaac
at the Night of Tributes for Okoye,
held at the National Christian
Centre, Abuja, on Friday.

Okoye, former General
Overseer of All Christians Fel-
lowship Mission (ACFM), was
also a former Chaplain of the
Aso Rock Villa Chapel.

Obasanjo said Okoye’s death
had created a monumental void
across the nation, recalling
their close working relation-

2027: Inter-ethnic
groups in Edo canvass

for President Tinubu’s

re-election

ship between 1999 and 2007.

He said Okoye, who served as
his chaplain, provided wisdom
and guidance during high-pres-
sure situations, beyond his
spiritual responsibilities.

“As my chaplain, he was a steady,
fearless, and uncompromising
voice of truth,” Obasanjo said.

He said Okoye understood
that genuine gospel ministry
must address the material reali-
ties confronting the people.

Obasanjo  recalled  that
Okoye served on the Presiden-
tial Advisory Council on Youth
Affairs and represented the
FCT at the National Political
Reform Conference.

CONTINUES ON PG 2»
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Celebration

ON GOING MOBILISATION TOUR:
Edo State Governor, Sen. Monday Okpebholo (2nd left above) addressing members of the All Progressives Congress (APC) during
a mobilisation visit to Orhionmwon and Uhunmwode Local Government Areas of the state at the weekend.
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Benin-Abraka Road contractor...
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government officials during the
visit, which also took him to Ig-
uomo-Nisi in Uhunmwode Lo-
cal Government Area, where
he interacted with party mem-
bers and mobilised support for
APC candidates ahead of the
2027 elections.

The Edo APC Chairman,
Jarrett Tenebe, commended
party members for turning out

in large numbers to support the
governor and the party.

Tenebe also thanked voters
for their support during the
last local government elections
and urged them to continue
supporting the governor.

He called on party members
to work towards delivering the
2.5 million votes the APC in
Edo has promised President
Bola Tinubu in the January
2027 elections.

‘One-man, one-vote’ will deliver...

((CONTINUED FROM PG 1

they can steal Nigeria's money
are telling you they will restore
subsidy, because it is from that
subsidy they make their money
from,” he said.

“People that sold our assets
in this country without prop-
er accountability, are they the
ones that want to rule Nigeria?
Those with supermarket, let
them continue to do their com-
modity business.”

Okpebholo has repeatedly
said he wants Edo to deliver
2.5 million votes for Tinubu in
2027. He made a similar appeal
to newly elected chairmen and
vice chairmen of the state’s 18
local government areas in Sep-

tember.

A youth representative at the
march commended the gov-
ernor for what he described as
improvements in security across
the state, saying this was helping
to build investors” confidence.

He said the march was or-
ganised to demonstrate the
youths’ loyalty to Okpebholo
and Tinubu and mobilise sup-
port for APC candidates in the
2027 elections.

The 2.5 million-vote target is
a political pledge by Okpebho-
lo. Previous reports have quot-
ed opposition figures question-
ing the feasibility of the target,
while the governor and his
supporters have continued to
defend it.

2027: Inter-ethnic groups in Edo canvass
for President Tinubu’s re-election

BENEDICT OKATE

BENIN CITY

embers of various In-
ter-ethnic  nationali-
ties in Edo State have

embarked on a massive road
walk across Benin metropolis to
canvass for support and votes for
the re-election of President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu come 2027.

The road walk took partici-
pants from the King square in
Ring road through mission road
and terminated at the Ministry of
Education as various inter-eth-
nic nationalities in Edo State
canvassed for votes for President
Tinubu to ensure he wins a sec-
ond term to enable him continue
his developmental stride.

The coordinator of the road

walk and the first Commis-
sioner for Inter-ethnic relation
who hails from Enugu State and
Anayochukwu Oli said the 2.5
million votes promised President
Tinubu will be delivered during
the forthcoming general election.

He said the victory for the can-
didates of the All Progressive Con-
gress (APC) in the general election
will be a very wide margin in all the
seats that will be contested for.

He noted that the group will
continue to sensitize the people
about the good works of Pres-
ident Tinubu and the need to
return him for a second term
to complete his developmental
agenda that will put the nation
in the threshold of history.

"We would continue to sen-
sitize our people in Edo State,

letting them know about the
good works of the President
and his good intentions for
Nigeria. His reforms might be
difficult but it's for the growth,
development and stability of
the Nigeria economy.

"T urge all of us to continue
to preach to others, showing
them the developmental stride
of our President and our gov-
ernor and the need to vote for
continuity to ensure develop-
ment is spread across Nigeria".

The commissioner thanked
the President for his educational
policy that has created the plat-
form for students to access inter-
est free loans that has supported
their education ensuring all
access education no matter the
financial status of their parents.

Speaking to journalists after
the road walk, President of Ni-
ger Delta Indegene in Edo State
Elder Pius Iyamu said the road
walk is to galvanize support
for the re-election of President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu.

"This road walk we just con-
cluded today shows that the
Niger Delta Indegene and other
Indigenous nationalities living
in Edo State are on ground for
President Tinubu.

| formerly known as INEGBEDION
MAGDALENA IKHAYERE now wish to
be known and addressed as EIMIUHI
MAGDALENA INEGBEDION TIMOTHY.
All former documents remain valid.
Concern authorities and the general
public should please take note.

Obasanjo, Jonathan, Gowon pay...
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He also served on the Chris-
tian Pilgrims Welfare Board
and held leadership positions
in the Christian Association of
Nigeria (CAN) and Pentecostal
Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN).

Obasanjo said Okoye served
as Chairman of CAN and PFN
in Abuja, while also serving as
CAN National Director on Na-
tional Issues.

Former President Goodluck
Jonathan said he met Okoye
while serving as Governor of
Bayelsa State and worshipping
at the Aso Rock Villa Chapel.

Jonathan who was repre-
sented by John Kennedy Opa-
ra, former Executive Secretary
of Nigerian Pilgrims Commis-
sion (NCPC)

recalled that Okoye was then
Deputy Chaplain to Rev. Oba-
je and later served as Chaplain
during Jonathan’s presidency.

He said Okoye eventually
requested to leave the Villa
Chapel and recommended
Ven. Obioma Onwuzurum-
ba as his successor, alongside
Archbishop John Oyelade.

“Nigeria will miss you.
Your family will miss you. The
church will miss you. You stood
for integrity;” Jonathan said.

Former Head of State, Gen.
Yakubu Gowon, described
Okoye as a pioneer of Nigeria
Prays and praised his leader-
ship, integrity, humility and
commitment.

Gowon, who was unable to
attend physically because of a
trip to the United Kingdom,
delivered his tribute virtually.

He said Okoyes memory

would remain evergreen, re-
calling his support for the Ni-
geria Prays movement since its
inception in 1996.

Sen. Victor Umeh, who
represented Mr Peter Obi, de-
scribed Okoye as a brother
from the same local govern-
ment area in Anambra State.

Umeh said Okoye prayed for
peace during Anambra’s polit-
ical crisis and worked to pro-
mote stability in the state.

Pastor Mrs Toyin Okoye, wife
of the deceased, thanked God
for her husbandss life, describing
him affectionately as “Mine”.

She said Okoye told doctors
at the hospital that he was not
afraid of death and appreciated
those who prayed for and vis-
ited them.

She particularly acknowl-
edged Pastor Enoch Adeboye
and other Christian leaders
who supported the family dur-
ing the period.

“Your life of integrity
touched lives, including my
own life.

“You have fought the good
fight, finished the race and kept
the faith,” she said.

Dr Paul Enenche, founder of
Dunamis International Gospel
Centre, said Okoye was pas-
sionate about Nigeria’s spiritual
and physical wellbeing.

Enenche said Okoye be-
lieved God would raise Chris-
tians who would contribute
significantly to the transforma-
tion of Nigeria.

The President of CAN, Arch-
bishop Daniel Okoh, described
Okoye as a preacher, trainer
and mentor who dedicated his
life to God and humanity.
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A cross section of the Edo State Chapter of the Nigerian Institute of Public Relations (NIPR) during its stop-over in The Nigerian Observer while
undertaking a WPRF 2026 Road Walk in Benin City on Saturday.

Edo NIPR conducts awareness campaign on
13th World Public Relations Forum

Lucky PIETY AND
EKHABAFE BELOVED

BENIN CITY

e Edo State chapter of the

I Nigerian Institute of Pub-

lic Relations (NIPR), on
Saturday, embarked on a public
awareness road walk in Benin
City ahead of the 13th World
Public Relations Forum (WPRF)
scheduled to hold in Abuja from
November 15 to 21, 2026.

Speaking at the stop-over of the
awareness road walk in the Nigerian
Observer, The Chairman of the NIPR
chapter, Dr. James-Wisdom Abhuli-
men, said the campaign aimed at tak-
ing the message of responsible com-
munication to the streets and creating
awareness about Nigerias hosting of
the international forum.

Abhulimen described public re-
lations as a strategic profession that
manages communication, builds
and sustains relationships, protects
reputation, earns public trust and
helps prevent conflicts and mis-
understandings between organisa-
tions and their stakeholders.

He said the road walk was or-

ganised against the background of
the 2026 WPRF theme, “Responsi-
ble Communication: The Voice of
the World,” stressing that respon-
sible communication was critical
to effective leadership, peaceful
coexistence, good governance and
sustainable development.

He expressed confidence that
the forum would provide an in-
ternational platform for public
relations practitioners, communi-
cation experts, government repre-
sentatives and other stakeholders
to deliberate on the role of respon-
sible communication in address-
ing contemporary challenges.

He said the event would hold
alongside the 37th African Public
Relations Association (APRA)
Conference, adding that the
gathering will further strengthen
professional  collaboration and
provide opportunities for stake-
holders to share ideas and experi-
ences in strategic communication.

Abhulimen  disclosed  that
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu,
GCEFR, would serve as the Chief
Host, while the President of Zam-
bia, His Excellency Hakainde Hi-

chilema, is scheduled to deliver
the Presidential Keynote Address.
He said the forum is expected
to attract more than 3,000 del-
egates from over 126 countries,
describing it as a significant op-
portunity for Nigeria to showcase
its public relations and commu-
nication industry, professional
expertise and cultural heritage to
the international community.
The NIPR chairman said the
Edo road walk was not merely
ceremonial but part of efforts to
deepen public understanding
of the importance of public re-
lations and encourage stronger
partnerships among government
institutions, the media, the pri-
vate sector and the general public.
He urged stakeholders and res-
idents to support the initiative and
embrace ethical and responsible
communication, noting that ef-
fective communication remained
essential to building trust, manag-
ing relationships and promoting
national development.
Abhulimen assured that the
State would play an active role in
the global gathering, saying the

awareness campaign will con-
tinue in Abuja during the forum.

Receiving the delegation, the
General Manager of The Nigerian
Observer, Hon. Peter Odiboh, rep-
resented by the Editor of The Ob-
server, Andy Asemota, lauded the
professional body for recognising
the newspaper as historic and im-
portant platform for public infor-
mation and civic communication.

According to him, the re-
quest of the chapter for part-
nership showed that the news-
paper’s vision aligns with the
commitment of NIPR to pro-
mote professional excellence,
ethical communication and
strategic use of communication
for national development.

The 13th World Public Rela-
tions Forum, organised by the
Global Alliance for Public Rela-
tions and Communication Man-
agement and hosted by the NIPR,
is expected to place Nigeria at the
centre of global discussions on
public relations, strategic com-
munication, ethical leadership,
trust, professional collaboration
and sustainable development.
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Jonathan celebrates Bayelsa at 30, urges
residents to pursue greater development

PHILIP JEREMIAH EKE.

YENAGOA
ormer President Good-
Fluck Jonathan has urged
the people of Bayelsa
State to acknowledge the pro-
gress recorded since its creation
while working collectively to
achieve greater development.
Jonathan made the call at a
dinner and award ceremony
organised as part of activities
marking the 30th anniversary

of the creation of the state.

The former president, who
was among the personalities
honoured at the event, said
although Bayelsa had yet to
attain its desired level of devel-
opment, its creation had given
the people a distinct political
identity and a homeland they
could call their own.

“We may not have reached
where we are supposed to be
,but P'm happy where we are.
I'm happy that Bayelsa State
was created, and we have

gained tremendously;” he said.

Jonathan recalled that Bayel-
sa was created on October 1,
1996, by the then Head of State,
Gen. Sani Abacha, alongside
Ebonyi and EKkiti states.

He said the creation of the
state was significant because it
gave the people a distinct iden-
tity and provided them with a
political home they could call
their own.

“Bayelsa State was created for
us to at least give us identity as
young people, and that has giv-

en us a home that we can say
this is our own,” he said.

Jonathan urged young Bayel-
sans not to focus only on the
challenges confronting the state
but to recognise the progress
made and contribute to build-
ing a better future.

He stressed that sustainable
development would require
visionary leadership, proper
planning and continuity of pur-
pose among successive admin-
istrations.

The former president re-

- ‘.'.'-"-': .
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30TH ANNIVERSARY:

From left: Wife of the former President, Dame Patience Jonathan; former President Goodluck Jonathan; Gov. Douye Diri of
Bayelsa and his wife Gloria, during the 30th Anniversary Dinner and Award of Legacies Night in Yenagoa on Friday.

Delta Police arraign 22 suspected
cultists, secure remand orders

AJjUuwA VICTOR

ASABA

he Delta State Police
Command has ar-
raigned 22 suspected

cultists arrested during sep-
arate operations in Eku and
Owhelogbo communities as
part of ongoing efforts to curb
cultism and related criminal
activities across the state.

The Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO), SP Bright
Edafe, disclosed this in a state-
ment, saying that more than 15
suspects arrested in Eku were
subsequently taken into custo-
dy by operatives of the Com-
mand Anti-Cult Unit (CACU),
Sector 2, Ozoro.

According to Edafe, the sus-
pects were arraigned before the
Federal High Court, Warri, on
September 25, 2026.

He said seven other suspects
arrested in Owhelogbo by op-
eratives of the unit were also
arraigned before a Chief Mag-
istrate Court.

The suspects were charged
with offences bordering on
conspiracy and membership of

an unlawful society, specifically
the Supreme Vikings Confra-
ternity, also known as “Aroba-
ga’

The respective courts subse-
quently ordered that the sus-
pects be remanded in correc-
tional custody pending further
proceedings.

Those arraigned include
Best Enarisa, 45; Alex David,
33; Precious Onokponu, 30;

Joel Odafe, 19; Zino Oghene,
33; Oghenero Gabriel, 35; and
Ofego Omaoke, 25, alongside
other suspects.

The Commissioner of Po-
lice, Delta State Command, CP
Samuel E. Erale, psc, mnips,
said the command would con-
tinue to pursue cultism cases
beyond arrest through diligent
investigation and prosecution
in accordance with the law.

Erale also warned persons
involved in cult-related activi-
ties to desist from such acts and
urged them to turn away from
criminal activities.

He called on parents, com-
munity leaders and other
stakeholders to support the po-
lice by providing credible and
timely information that could
help prevent cult-related ac-
tivities and associated violence
across the state.

called an initiative he intro-
duced while serving as gover-
nor of the state in 2006, when
secondary school students
were invited to write essays
projecting what they wanted
Bayelsa to become in 25 years.

According to him, the ex-
ercise produced “beautiful
essays” and demonstrated the
importance of giving young
people the opportunity to artic-
ulate their vision for the future
of the state.

“As long as we have a vision
and as long as we have leaders,
governors that have vision, that
have plan for the state, one will
hand over to the other one, and
God willing, we'll get to where
we want to be,’Jonathan said.

He congratulated the state
government and the anniver-
sary committee for recognis-
ing individuals who had con-
tributed to the development
of Bayelsa State and the wider
society.

According to him, choosing
recipients for awards was often
difficult, recalling his experi-
ences in selecting Nigerians
for national honours during
the 50th anniversary of Ni-
gerias independence and the
centenary celebration of the
amalgamation of the country.

The former president dedi-

cated his award to his former
boss and friend, the late Chief
DSP Alamieyeseigha, whom
he credited with giving him
the opportunity to begin his
political career as deputy gov-
ernor.

“For me, my own award,
I have dedicated it to my
friend and my boss, Chief
DSP Alamieyeseigha, because
he brought me in as a deputy
governor. If I did not start that
journey as a deputy governor,
no way I would have gone to
where [ am,” he said.

The former president com-
mended the organisers for
honouring individuals who
had contributed to the devel-
opment of the state and soci-
ety, saying such recognition
would encourage others to
make meaningful contribu-
tions to their communities.

He added that recognising
deceased contributors would
also bring pride and honour to
their families.

President Jonathan thanked
Governor Douye Diri, his
wife, the Deputy Governor,
diplomats, ambassadors and
other dignitaries for attending
the anniversary dinner, saying
the 30th anniversary celebra-
tion should serve not only as a
moment to reflect on Bayelsa’s
journey but also as an oppor-
tunity to remember the con-
tributions of past leaders and
citizens while inspiring cur-
rent and future generations to
contribute to the state’s contin-
ued growth and development.

Benin residents alarmed
over hotels housing children

BENEDICT OKATE

BENIN CITY

esidents of Benin City,
Edo State, have raised
oncern over what they

described as an emerging social
problem in which some young
boys and girls, including chil-
dren believed to be of second-
ary-school age, allegedly use
hotels and short-stay facilities
as meeting points for sexual
activities, drug use and oth-
er behaviour harmful to their
wellbeing.

The residents warned that,
if left unchecked, the develop-
ment could expose children to
sexual exploitation, substance
abuse, trafficking and other
forms of violence, while weak-

DESOPADEC hoss urges Delta

prepare for leadership

AJjUuwA VICTOR

ASABA

he Managing Director

and Chief Executive Of-

ficer of the Delta State

Oil Producing Areas Devel-
opment Commission (DESO-
PADEC), Chief Festus Ocho-
nogor, has urged youths in the
state’s oil-producing commu-
nities to take an active part in
democratic politics and pre-
pare themselves for leadership.
Ochonogor made the call
at the third edition of the Del-

ta State Oil Producing Areas
Youth Summit held at Unity
Hall, Governor’s Office Annex,
Edjeba, Warri.

The summit, themed “Con-
solidating Renewed Hope and
the M.O.R.E Agenda Through
Youth Unity and Good Gov-
ernance in Delta State,” brought
together youths from the state’s
six major oil-producing ethnic
nationalities to deliberate on
political participation, leader-
ship, peace and development.

Represented by the Execu-
tive Director of Projects, DES-
OPADEC, Dr. Ebenezer Oko-
rodudu, who is also the Otota

youths to embrace politics,

of Ancient Olomu Kingdom,
Ochonogor said active partic-
ipation in democratic politics
would provide young people
with the experience and expo-
sure needed to assume leader-
ship positions in the future.

He said youths who re-
mained committed to the polit-
ical process could rise through
the ranks to become commis-
sioners, lawmakers, senators,
governors and even president.

The DESOPADEC boss also
commended President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu for what he
described as courage and de-
cisiveness in implementing
policies that had strengthened

the capacity of state and local
governments to finance devel-
opment projects.

He equally praised Delta
State Governor Sheriff Oborev-
wori for ongoing development
projects across the state, par-
ticularly in the areas of roads
and other infrastructure.

Ochonogor also defended
Oborevwori’s decision to leave
the Peoples Democratic Party
for the All Progressives Con-
gress, saying the governor’s
alignment with the Federal
Government could provide
opportunities for Delta State to
attract more benefits from the
centre.

ening parental supervision and
community values.

They called on parents, hotel
operators, community leaders,
security agencies and the Edo
State Government to strength-
en surveillance and child-pro-
tection measures around hotels
and other facilities where mi-
nors may be exposed to harm-
ful activities.

A Child-protection advo-
cate in Benin City, Mrs. Eu-
nice Osagie, said the presence
of unsupervised children in
hotels raises questions about
how operators verify the ages
and identities of guests, wheth-
er staff are trained to identify
signs of child exploitation, and
how suspicious activities in-
volving minors are reported to
authorities.

Residents also urged parents
to have difficult conversations
with their children rather than
relying solely on punishment,
while paying closer attention to
their movements, friendships,
online activities and unex-
plained spending.

They called on hotel owners
and managers to take great-
er responsibility for activities
on their premises, rather than
viewing their facilities simply
as businesses.

For many residents, the con-
cern goes beyond what hap-
pens inside hotel rooms. They
said it is about what happens to
children when spaces intended
for adults become places where
school-age children regard as
safe havens.
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A Legacy of Service and Benevolence

The family of Chief MCK Orbih announces the funeral arrangements for Chief Daniel Osi Orbih,
whose passing leaves a profound void in the family and in the hearts of the many lives
he touched through his service, generosity and humanity.

CHIEF DANIEL OSI ORBIH «sv, pssrs

(1961 - 2026)
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

Requiem Mass Vigil Mass Funeral Mass Thanksgiving Mass
Catholic Church of the Assumption, St. John's Catholic Church, St. John's Catholic Church, St. John's Catholic Church,
Asokoro, Abuja Ogbona, Etsako Local Government Ogbona, Etsako Local Government Ogbona, Etsako Local Government
4:00 p.m. Area, Edo State Area, Edo State Area, Edo State
4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
Night of Tributes
Bola Ahmed Tinubu International
Conference Centre, Abuja

7:00 p.m.

Francis Udukhomoi Orbih, Esq.
For the Family
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Lamai1 Cassius

he Executive Chair-
Tman of Etsako West
Local = Government
Area, Hon. Romeo Alaoye
Omoike, has called on res-
idents, particularly young
people, to see themselves as
stakeholders in the future of
Nigeria and contribute posi-
tively to the development of
their communities.
Hon. Omoike made the
call at an event marking the
nation's 65th Independence

Invest in Nigeria's future, Omoike urges
youths at independence celebration

Day celebration in Auchi, the
administrative headquarters
of the local government.

He said the return of the
Independence Day celebra-
tion was part of his adminis-
tration's broader approach to
reconnecting the people with
the values of patriotism, unity,
responsibility and service to
the nation.

Afe Babalola rewards EKiti

farmers
ADO-EKITI

he Chancellor of Afe

I Babalola  University,

Ado Ekiti, Aare Afe Ba-
balola, has announced plans
to establish an Ekiti Farm-
ers’ House to promote large-
scale and productive modern
farming in the state.

Babalola disclosed this in
Ado EKkiti on Saturday at the
2026 Afe Babalola Agricul-
tural Expo, with the theme,
‘Al for every farmer: Farming
Smarter, producing more and
earning better, where farmers
from the 16 local government
areas of the state showcased
their farm produce.

He said the annual agri-
cultural expo, which began
in 2015, was founded on his
vision of making agriculture
popular and acceptable as a
noble profession, particularly
against the backdrop of some
people abandoning farming
for white-collar and menial
jobs.

The ABUAD founder, who
is also a farmer, appreciated
farmers in the country and
Ekiti State for forging ahead
despite challenges associated
with farming in Nigeria, in-
cluding kidnapping, robbery
and herdsmen invasion.

He said, “The proposed
Ekiti Farmers House will
have a secretariat which will
be inviting members for
meetings and allies’ matters.

“In addition, and in part-
nership with the state gov-
ernment and the 16 local gov-
ernment areas of the state, the
Farmers’ House will acquire
modern farm implements in-
cluding ridgers, ploughs and
harvesters which the EKkiti
Farmers’ House will be rent-
ing to farmers at low rates.

“Through this scheme,
farmers will be able to hire
agricultural implements

from the local government to
engage in large-scale and pro-
ductive modern farming.

“This way, Nigerians, par-
ticularly our youths and uni-
versity graduates, will imbibe
modern agriculture. It is pos-
sible. It is practicable, and it is
achievable. This will encour-
age more people to take to
farming in the overall interest
of the country,” Babalola said.

As part of his encourage-
ment for farmers, Babalola
presented cash rewards to
outstanding farmers from the
different local government
areas of the state at the event.

The overall best farmer in
Ekiti State received the star
prize of N2m, while the best
three farmers in each of the
16 local government areas
received N350,000 in total,
broken down into N200,000
for first place, N100,000 for
second and N50,000 for third.

In addition, two youths
from each of the 16 local
government areas, who were
trained in plantain chips
production, packaging and
marketing under the Afe Ba-
balola Youth Empowerment
programme, received equip-
ment to start the business,
courtesy of the ABUAD Chan-
cellor.

The ABUAD founder ad-
vised the winners to “invest
whatever you win wisely and
judiciously, bearing in mind
that the richest people in the
world today started from
nothing”, while urging the
youths to make the best of
the training and equipment
they had received to improve
their lives.

The Oore of Otun Eki-
ti and Paramount Ruler of
Mobaland, Oba Adekunle
Adeagbo, hailed the ABUAD
Chancellor for the annual
agricultural expo and his
consistent encouragement of
farmers.

The Chairman noted that
the celebration was revived
after years of lull to bring
together school pupils, tra-
ditional institutions, security
agencies, community lead-
ers, artisans and residents to
commemorate the nation's
independence anniversary.

He urged residents of the
local government to sustain
peaceful coexistence, respect
constituted authority and
promote initiatives capable
of strengthening unity and
development across the area.

Omoike  stressed the
importance  of  govern-
ment-community  collabo-

ration in tackling challenges
confronting Etsako West,
particularly illicit drug activ-
ities and poor environmental
sanitation.

According to him, gov-
ernment cannot successfully
address the problems of drug
abuse, illicit drug sales and
environmental degradation
without the active coopera-
tion of residents, community
leaders, traditional institu-

tions and other stakeholders.

"Our administration's
campaign against illicit drugs
and our drive to improve
sanitation are not solely gov-
ernment responsibilities, but
collective tasks requiring the
cooperation and vigilance of
the entire community,” he
said.

He therefore called on
communities to work closely
with the council by providing
relevant information, sup-
porting lawful enforcement
efforts and taking ownership

of sanitation initiatives in
their respective areas.

Traditional rulers and
community leaders at the
event also reaffirmed their
commitment to support-
ing initiatives that promote
peace, development, environ-
mental responsibility and so-
cial cohesion in Etsako West.

Highlight of the celebra-
tion was the distribution of
the Nigerian National Flag to
security agencies, education-
al institutions and other rele-
vant organisations across the
local government area.

CONVENTION:

From left: Vice Chancellor, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Prof. Bond Anyaehie; Chairman of the Convention, Sen. Anyim Pius
Anyim; Guest Speaker/Managing Director, News Agency of Nigeria (NAN), Malam Ali M Ali; and the Global President, Nnamdi
Azikiwe University Alumni Association, Prof. Ikechukwu Innocent, during the 2026 International convention of Nnamdi Azikiwe
University Alumni Association in Abuja.

2027: APC Chieftain pledges support for Anamero's re-election

Lamar CAssIus

chieftain of the All
Progressives Congress
(APC) in Ward 2, Et-

sako East Local Government
Area, Dr. Audu Abubakar,
has pledged his support for
the re-election bid of Rt. Hon.
Sunday Dekeri Anamero,
member representing Etsako
Federal Constituency in the
House of Representatives.

Dr. Abubakar made the
pledge when he paid a sol-
idarity visit to the lawmak-
er in his office in Abuja. He
commended Anamero for his
effective representation and
developmental interventions
across Etsako Federal Con-

NYSC kidnap: Osun NURTW decries insecurity on highways

0S0GBO

he National Union of

Road Transport Work-

ers, Osun State Chap-
ter, has raised the alarm over
growing security threats along
major travel routes across the
country following the abduc-
tion of prospective National
Youth Service Corps members
travelling to their orientation

camps.

The union called on the
Federal Government and se-
curity agencies to urgently
strengthen security on major
highways and intensify efforts
to rescue the abducted youths,
some of whom were reported-
ly graduates of institutions in
Osun State.

The Acting Chairman of the
Osun NURTW, Kazeem Ovye-
wale, popularly known as Asiri

Eniba, expressed concern that
the incident had heightened
anxiety among the victims
families, friends and the wider
community.

In a statement released on
Saturday, Oyewale urged the
FG, the NYSC, state govern-
ments and security agencies to
take immediate and decisive
measures to address the se-
curity challenges confronting
travellers nationwide.

stituency.

He assured the federal
lawmaker of the unwavering
loyalty and support of Ward
2, promising to deploy his re-
sources to mobilize grassroots
support for an overwhelming
victory for the party in the
ward and in Etsako East in
general.

According to him, "Ward 2
is fully ready to work for Rt.
Hon. Anamero's re-election.
We have resolved to remain
united and to put in the nec-

essary work to ensure APC
secures victory in the 2027
general elections."

Dr. Abubakar said the visit
was aimed at strengthening
the party's structure at the
ward and federal constitu-
ency levels to guarantee total
victory for all APC candi-
dates at the polls.

In his response, Rt. Hon.
Anamero  thanked Dr
Abubakar for his leadership
and commitment to the
growth of the party in Etsako

East. He stressed that unity
and early preparation remain
critical to electoral success.

The lawmaker further
called on party leaders and
stakeholders across Etsako
Federal Constituency to
close ranks and work as one
united and indivisible family.

Both leaders agreed to
deepen party cohesion and
grassroots engagement
across the federal constituen-
cy ahead of the 2027 general
elections.

Experts urge youths to turn socio-economic challenges

into solutions

xperts have urged youths

in Nigeria to see the

country’s socio-econom-
ic challenges as opportunities
to initiate and build transform-
ative solutions rather than just
lamenting on social media plat-
forms.

They made the call during
the fifth edition of the Nasir
Giwa Mentorship Conference
held in Lagos State with the
theme, ‘Building the Future:
The Urgency of Now', at the
weekend.

The event, which coincided

with the 10th year of establish-
ing NGM, drew hundreds of
undergraduates, young profes-
sionals, business leaders and
entrepreneurs, serving as a
catalyst for action, bridging the
gap between classroom theory
and real-world execution.

Addressing participants, the
founder of NGM, Nasir Giwa,
reminded the youths that pe-
riods of national difficulty his-
torically offer the most fertile
ground for innovation and en-
terprise.

“Stop lamenting. Stop being
in the midst of those who are
wasting their time arguing on
social media. Spend that quali-
ty time doing something, spend

that quality time collaboratively
with your other friends, and be
part of a mentorship platform.

“Whatever is happening in
Nigeria today, we should take
it as an opportunity. There are
so many things we can do with
what Nigeria is going through
today;” he said.

Also speaking, the Group
Managing Director, Sahara
Power Group, Mr Kola Adesi-
na, urged the younger genera-
tion to shun despair.

While drawing an analogy
to the ongoing national con-
versation on domestic oil re-
fining, he stressed the need for
the youth to refine their innate
refinery.
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Ogun APC committee chair knocks Atiku over call for subsidy return

ABEOKUTA

he Chairman of the
TPIanning Committee of
the 2027 APC Presiden-
tial and Governorship Cam-
paign Committee in Ogun
State, Kayode Oladele, has crit-
icised the fuel subsidy propos-
al unveiled by the presidential
candidate of the African Dem-
ocratic Congress, Alhaji Atiku
Abubakar, describing it as an
attempt to repackage an old
policy under a new name.
Oladele, a former federal
lawmaker, said in a statement
on Sunday that Atiku’s pro-
posal for a “capped, budgeted
production subsidy” on pet-
rol refined in Nigeria raised

fundamental questions that
could not be answered merely
by changing the terminology
from consumption subsidy to
production subsidy.

The former Vice President
and the 2027 presidential can-
didate of the African Demo-
cratic Congress had said that
only petrol refined domesti-
cally, including products from
modular refineries, would
qualify for the proposed inter-
vention, while imported petrol
would be excluded. He also
promised that the costs and
payments would be published
and independently audited.

Oladele, however, said the
important question was not
what Atiku chose to call the

programme, but who would
ultimately pay for it and how
much it would cost the Nigeri-
an taxpayer.

“A subsidy remains a sub-
sidy. You may call it produc-
tion subsidy, targeted subsidy,
capped subsidy or give it any
sophisticated economic de-
scription you like. Once the
government is required to ab-
sorb part of the cost of petrol
so that it can be sold below
what the market would oth-
erwise determine, public re-
sources are being committed
to make up the difference.

“The  critical  questions
therefore remain unanswered:
What is the subsidy rate? What
quantity of petrol will qualify?

What is the annual expend-
iture ceiling? Where will the
money come from? And what
mechanism will guarantee that
whatever benefit government
gives to refiners will actually
reach ordinary Nigerians at the
filling stations?”

See more Punch stories on
Google.

The one-time acting Chair-
man of the Federal Character
Commission noted that simi-
lar questions had been raised
by the APC Presidential Cam-
paign Council, which asked
Atiku to disclose the proposed
subsidy rate, spending ceil-
ing, eligible volumes, funding
source and safeguards against
diversion and  fraudulent

ANNIVERSARY:

From left: President, League of Women Voters of Nigeria (NILOWYV), Irene Awunah-lkyegh; Chairperson, NILOWV FCT, Comrade Sandra Ogbonna;
Guest Speaker, Barr. Lydia Odeh; and the Chairperson, Anniversary Planning Committee, Chizoba Ogbeche during the NILOWV FCT Chapter 30th
Anniversary Celebration at the weekend in Abuja.

Zamfara begins road project to boost farming,

security
(GUSAU |

The Zamfara State Gov-
ernor, Dauda Lawal,
has flagged off the con-
struction of the 95-kilometre
Yandoton Daji-Cediya-
Doka-Yan Waren Daji-Hayin
Alhaji Bedi-Unguwar Joji-
Yan Kuzo-Tsafe Road in Tsafe
Local Government Area.

A statement by the gover-
nor’s spokesperson, Sulaiman
Idris, on Sunday, said Lawal
performed the official flag-off
of the project in Tsafe town on
Sunday.

According to the statement,
the governor said the road
would improve connectivity
and boost economic activities,
particularly for farmers in the
area.

The statement partly read,
“Zamfara State Governor
His Excellency, Dr Dau-
da Lawal has flagged off the
Yandonton Daji-Cediya-
Doka-Yan Waren Daji-Hayin
Alhaji Bedi-Unguwar Joji—
Yan Kuzo-Tsafe Road, com-
prising a 94-kilometre road in
Tsafe LGA.

“At the official flag-oft by

His Excellency Dr Dauda La-
wal in Tsafe Town on Sunday,
the 4th of October, 2026, the
Governor disclosed that the
road will ease connectivity
and affect the local economy
for farmers.

“The road is to be construct-
ed by Sky Construction Com-
pany and Setraco Construc-
tion Company Limited.”

According to the statement,

the Commissioner for Works,
Lawal Bungundu, said the ad-
ministration’s commitment to
infrastructural renewal was
part of its mission to rebuild
the state and ensure that Zam-
fara residents benefited from
improved road connectivity.
“The construction of this
road in Tsafe LGA will en-
sure the commuting of farm
produce, as it connects many

farmlands, and it will affect
the economic activities of the
state.

“The road will ensure the
smooth transportation of
farm produce and also devel-
op agricultural output. This
will work in line with our ad-
ministration’s investment in
critical infrastructure to en-
hance the productivity of our
people”, the statement quoted
Bungundu as saying.

claims.

He said that the campaign
council had also questioned
how such an intervention
would operate within Section
205(1) of the Petroleum In-
dustry Act, which establishes
market-based pricing for pe-
troleum products.

Oladele explained that “The
fundamental difference be-
tween President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu’s approach and Atiku’s
proposal is that the President
is attempting to restructure
the energy and transportation
economy rather than return
government to permanently
underwriting fuel consump-
tion.

“President Tinubu took the
difficult decision to confront
a subsidy system that had be-

come enormously burdensome
to the public treasury. Such
structural reforms inevitably
come with adjustment pres-
sures and nobody should pre-
tend otherwise.

“What Nigerians should
therefore ask Atiku is simple:
after all our experience with
subsidy, is the solution really
to create another subsidy pro-
gramme?”

Oladele also faulted Atiku’s
criticism of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s transportation ini-
tiatives, saying the opposition
candidate was ignoring the
administration’s attempt to di-
versify Nigeria’s transportation
energy base through Com-
pressed Natural Gas and other
alternatives to petrol.

Fadahunsi donates transformer
to Osun community, seeks
support for Tinubu

ARIMORO (OSUN

he Senator repre-
senting Osun East
Senatorial Dis-

trict, Senator Francis
Fadahunsi, has donated
and energised a 500KVA
transformer to residents
of Peace Highland Com-
munity in Arimoro, Ilesa

West Local Government
Area of Osun State.
Fadahunsi, who also

serves as the Chairman of
the Senate Committee on
Industries, noted that the
donation was part of his
commitment to reducing
poverty and delivering the
dividends of democracy to
his constituents.

This was contained in a
statement made available
to newsmen on Sunday.

Speaking on the law-
maker’s behalf, his Head
of Media and Public En-
lightenment, Mr Omole
Omo-Osodi, commended
the people of the commu-
nity for their patience and
commitment to good gov-
ernance.

He urged the people to
ensure the safekeeping of
the transformer, as he also

called for their support for
candidates of the All Pro-
gressives Congress in the
upcoming 2027 elections.

“On behalf of my princi-
pal, Distinguished Senator
Francis Adenigba Fada-
hunsi, I congratulate the
people of Peace Highland
Community for their pa-
tience and commitment
to good governance. Your
trust in Senator Fadahunsi
has paid off and will con-
tinue to pay off.

See more Punch stories
on Google.

“I urge you to maintain
this transformer as your
personal property. Today,
the 500KVA transform-
er has been energised for
your use. Protect it and
guard it as you would your
personal property.

“I urge you all to come
out in your numbers on
January 16, 2027, and vote
for the progressive can-
didates of the APC. Vote
for President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu, vote for Distin-
guished Senator Adenigba
Francis Fadahunsi, OFR,
and vote for Hon. Emma-
nuel Olusanya Omirin for
continuity,” Fadahunsi
stated.

2027: Oluremi Tinubu to lead 20,000 women APC
summit in Abuja

ABUJA

igeria’s First Lady, Sen-
ator Oluremi Tinubu,
is expected to lead a

major mobilisation of women
stakeholders in Abuja on Mon-
day as the All Progressives
Congress begins to intensify its
grassroots campaign ahead of
the 2027 presidential election.
The Women Stakeholders’
Mobilisation and Empow-
erment Pre-Inaugural Cam-
paign Roll-Out, organised
by the Women Mobilisation
Directorate of the APC Presi-

dential Campaign Council, is
expected to attract more than
20,000 women from across the
country.

The event, according to
a statement on Sunday, is
scheduled for 8 am at the Bola
Ahmed Tinubu Internation-
al Conference Centre, Abuja,
and is themed “Renewed Hope
Agenda 2.0: From Reforms to
Prosperity,” with the mobilisa-
tion message, “One Voice, One
Movement, One Choice, One
Mandate 2027.”

The campaign’s women
mobilisation directorate has

separately said it is targeting
40 million votes from women
for President Bola Tinubu and
Vice-President Kashim Shet-
tima in the 2027 election. The
directorate’s Director, Dr Betta
Edu, disclosed this ahead of
Monday’s summit, saying the
structure was also expanding
grassroots mobilisation across
the country.

The gathering is expected to
bring together women leaders,
professionals, entrepreneurs,
political stakeholders, com-
munity representatives and
grassroots organisers to dis-
cuss political participation,
mobilisation and government
programmes being presented

by the APC as part of the Tinu-
bu administration’s record.
Speaking ahead of the event,
a member of the APC Pres-
idential Campaign Council
Women Mobilisation Planning
Committee, Princess Gloria
Akobundu, said programmes
introduced by the Federal
Government had affected ed-
ucation, infrastructure, social
protection, consumer credit
and youth empowerment.
Akobundu specifically cited
the Nigerian Education Loan
Fund, CREDICORP, infra-
structure projects, cash-trans-
fer programmes, digital-skills
initiatives and other interven-
tions, arguing that the admin-

istration’s policies should be
consolidated through a second
term.

She said, “NELFUND has
provided an opportunity for
Nigerian students who ordi-
narily may not have been able
to afford tertiary education to
access interest-free loans.”

Current NELFUND figures
show that the scheme had pro-
cessed 1,659,853 applications
as of September 2026, while
total disbursements reached
N372.62bn as of October 3. Of
the amount, N192.89bn had
been paid to beneficiary insti-
tutions as institutional fees,
while N179.73bn had gone to
students as upkeep allowances.
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“Imansuangbon does not need to die over election”- Mayaki

- Says ADC should campaign instead of singing war songs

By ApAMS JoHNSON

BENIN CITY

he Director of Media
Tof the Edo State APC

Campaign Council,
John Mayaki, has said African
Democratic Congress (ADC)
chieftain Kenneth Imansuang-
bon does not need to die or go
to jail for his party to win an
election, urging him instead to
take his party’s message to the
electorate.

Mayaki was reacting to re-
marks attributed to Imansu-
angbon at an ADC meeting in
Edo Central, where he report-
edly said he was ready to die or
go to jail if that would make his
party win and sang that there
would be “no gentlemen” in the
2027 election.

Mayaki said: “Imansuang-
bon does not need to die. He
will not die. He does not need
to go to jail either. Nobody is
after him.

“Nigeria already has enough
problems without politicians
volunteering to die or go to jail
because of an election.

“What he and his ADC need
to do is far less dramatic: open
the gate and campaign. You
can’t be hiding inside one room
with gated fence and you want
people to vote for you”

He accused the ADC of what
he described as “political lazi-
ness’, saying the party should
devote more energy to building
structures, reaching commu-
nities and persuading voters
rather than engaging in politi-
cal theatrics.

“There is something almost
laughable about declaring po-
litical war from inside a fenced
and gated compound. If you
like, it is like declaring war
while hiding under the bed,
Mayaki said.

“You are singing ‘no gentle-
men, but where is the battle?

“Not on the streets of Ubiaja.
Not in Uromi. Not in Ewohimi.
Not in Ekpoma. Let alone Be-
nin City.

“Not in the markets. Not
in the villages. Not from door
to door and not at the polling
units where political structures
have to be built and voters per-
suaded”

Mayaki said serious elector-
al mobilisation required party
structures, agents, canvassers
and sustained engagement with
voters across communities,
wards and polling units.

“In the APC, we are already
doing the required legwork,
while the ADC is engaging in
war songs. We are organising
while they are threatening,” he
said.

Mayaki also said if party
members drawn from different
parts of the state could still be
accommodated in one room,
the ADC should be more con-
cerned with expanding its sup-
port base than escalating its
rhetoric.

“Perhaps the immediate as-
signment should be expansion,
not escalation,” he said.

“Build the structures. Reach
the wards. Reach the polling
units. Meet the voters. Per-
suade the people.

Delta expands infrastructure
in varsities as enrolment
rises - Aniagwu

By Ajuwa VIiCTOR

ASABA

elta State Govern-
ment has stepped up
infrastructural devel-

opment across its four state-
owned universities to cope
with the rising students' en-
rolment and better learning
environment.

Commissioner for Works
(Rural Roads and Public
Information), Mr Charles
Aniagwu, disclosed this af-
ter inspecting the Faculty of
Management Sciences and So-
cial Sciences building at they
Dennis Osadebay University,
Asaba.

Aniagwu, who inspected the
projects alongside the Com-
missioner for Higher Educa-
tion, Prof. Nyerhovwo Tonu-
kari, and the Vice-Chancellor
of the university, Prof. Samuel
Aghalino, said the new fa-
cilities were part of the in-
frastructural expansion pro-
gramme of Governor Sheriff
Oborevwori's administration
across the state-owned Uni-
versities.

He said the increasing num-
ber of students seeking ad-

mission into the state-owned
universities has made the
provision of additional lecture
halls, offices and other facili-
ties imperative.

According to him, the gov-
ernment was not only focused
on recruiting and retaining
staffs but was equally con-
cerned about providing the
infrastructure required to
support the growing student
population.

Aniagwu said similar pro-
jects were being executed in
the other state-owned uni-
versities, particularly insti-
tutions established around
the same period as Dennis
Osadebay University, with
projects spread across the
three senatorial districts.

“What we have observed is
that there are few things they
need to put finishing touch-
es to. On the whole however,
we are very much impressed
with the quality of work". He
said.

The commissioner stat-
ed that the administration
would remain focused on
governance and project de-
livery despite the increasing
political activities ahead of
the 2027 elections.

‘A" handful of believers
shouting ‘no gentlemen’ behind
a gate may excite themselves in-
side the room, but elections do
not take place inside that room.

“The voters are outside”

Mayaki also questioned what
Imansuangbon meant by the
“no gentlemen” declaration,
saying democratic contests
should be fought through ide-

as, organisation and persuasion.
“So what exactly does ‘no gen-
tlemen’ mean?” he asked.
“Democracy is already a con-
test. There is no need to milita-
rise its vocabulary”
“Before declaring that there
will be ‘no gentlemen’ in 2027,

ADC should get into the polit-
ical trenches.

“Open the gate. Come out-
side. Campaign. Persuade the
people.

“The voters are outside, not
under the bed”

SWEARING-IN

¢
>
g

A cross-section of the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) members taking oath of allegiance, during the swearing-in of 2026 NYSC Batch C
Stream | Orientation Course in Abuja on Friday

|ldahosa: Edo education,

Okpebholo

By BERNADETTE IDALU

BENIN CITY

do State Deputy Gover-
Enor, Hon. Dennis Ida-
hosa, has reaffirmed the
state government's commit-
ment to education, saying the
sector remains a priority un-
der the administration of Gov-
ernor Monday Okpebholo.
Idahosa stated this on Sat-
urday, October 3, while repre-
senting Governor Okpebholo
as Special Guest of Honour
at the 12th National Annual
Dinner and Secondary School

Auditorium Launch Appeal
Fund organised by the Gov-
ernment College Ughelli Old
Boys Association (GCUOBA),
Benin Branch.

Speaking against the back-
drop of the keynote address
delivered by Prof. Douglason
Omotor, titled “From Legacy
to Global Relevance: Trans-
forming Government College
Ughelli Through Strategic
Partnerships, Alumni En-
gagement and Artificial In-
telligence,” Idahosa said Edo
State had a compelling story
to tell about its progress in the
education sector.

The Deputy Governor said

security priority under

the Okpebholo administra-
tion had continued to pursue
its education agenda through
the SHINE Agenda, describ-
ing the governor as commit-
ted to advancing the sector.

“Education is a priority to
Edo State Government,” Id-
ahosa said, noting that one
of the administration's early
interventions was the recruit-
ment of 5,000 teachers into the
state's education system.

He commended the Gov-
ernment College Ughelli Old
Boys Association and the
school for their contributions
to education and for produc-
ing prominent personalities

who have distinguished them-
selves in various fields.
According to him, the
achievements of the school's
alumni reflect the values of
excellence, discipline and
leadership upon which the in-
stitution was founded.
Idahosa also linked the ad-
ministration's policies to ef-
forts to address insecurity in
the state, saying the govern-
ment had recorded a reduc-
tion in crime-rate indices.
He maintained that the ad-
ministration's policy direction
had helped bring crime in Edo
State to what he described as
its barest minimum.

Expert urges deeper capital market to
drive $1trn economy goal

n investment expert,
Mr Chukwudi Nga, has
called for a deeper and

broader development of Nige-
ria’s capital market to effective-
ly finance the country’s ambi-
tion of achieving a one trillion
dollar economy by 2030.

Nga, Managing Director of
Morgan Capital Investment
Ltd., said this in an interview
with the NAN in Lagos on
Thursday.

He noted that the call was
particularly pertinent as Ni-
geria marks its 66th independ-
ence anniversary, with just
four years left to achieve its
one-trillion-dollar  economic

ambition.

He said that although Ni-
geria had established the basic
institutions, regulatory frame-
work, infrastructure and prod-
ucts needed for a modern capi-
tal market, the market was still
not deep enough to meet the fi-
nancing needs of the economy.

According to him, the next
phase of development requires
more quality listings, strong-
er liquidity, a wider domestic
investor base and greater mo-
bilisation of long-term savings
into productive investments.

“We have built a capital
market with the basic institu-
tions, regulation, infrastruc-
ture and products required to
play a major role in financing

the next phase of our economic
development.

“But the market is still not
deep enough relative to the size
and financing needs of the Ni-
gerian economy,” he said.

Nga said the market had
recorded significant develop-
ments, including the transi-
tion to a T+1 settlement cycle,
which took effect on June 1.

The Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) said the
transition was aimed at im-
proving market efficiency, re-
ducing counterparty exposure,
enhancing liquidity and align-
ing the Nigerian market with
international standards.

He also cited Nigeria’s re-
turn to FTSE Russell Frontier

Market status in September as
another positive development.

“These improvements in for-
eign exchange liquidity, capital
repatriation and market acces-
sibility has strengthened the
market’s attractiveness to in-
vestors,” he said.

Nga said the developments
were important for investor
confidence but noted that the
country needed to translate the
reforms into greater mobili-
sation of long-term capital for
businesses and infrastructure.

He said more companies
should be encouraged to access
the market through equities,
corporate bonds and commer-
cial papers, while infrastruc-
ture projects could make great-
er use of infrastructure bonds,
Sukuk, project bonds and as-
set-backed securities.




www.nigerianobservernews.com

(DBSERVER

R e B e B

MONDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2026 ‘ 09

FOREIGN

NEWS

Why pastors may not be seen - or heard - preaching on Ghana's buses for much longer

efore the morning rush
Bbegins, the sound of praise
and worship fills the Ne-
oplan bus station in Ghana's
capital, Accra, as a group of
Christians gather to prepare to
evangelise on vehicles taking
travellers across the country.
Amid drumming and danc-
ing, Boateng Bismark James
leads 13 worshippers, nine men
and four women, in prayer for
drivers and passengers travelling
to destinations across Ghana.
Ghana is a predominantly
Christian country where preach-

ing on public transport is wide-
spread.

On long-distance buses, pas-
tors can often be seen - and heard
- preaching the gospel.

Sometimes they stand in the
stairwell next to the driver, at
others they walk up and down
the aisle reading from the Bible
and calling on sinners to repent
at the tops of their voices. They
do not stop even if the trip lasts
for several hours.

The faithful sometimes offer
money to the preachers to sup-

Fuel shortage in Sudan drives up
prices, burdening ordinary people

shortage driven by global oil

disruptions tied to the Mid-
dle East conflict and by domestic
import restrictions.

This has impacted public
transport, freight and factory
production, while higher trans-
port costs have pushed up food
prices for ordinary people.

"The movement of goods and
people has stopped, and the mar-
ket is totally paralyzed, we need
solutions, not promises,” said
Khartoum resident Mohamed
Hassan.

Prime Minister Kamil Idriss
has ordered extra supplies of

Sudan is grappling with a fuel

petroleum products to service
stations to ease shortages and
improve availability.

A central bank requirement
for importers to deposit the
equivalent of 200 kilograms of
gold has also restricted partici-
pation in the import market.

But analysts point to deeper
challenges, including the pro-
longed shutdown of the al-Jaili
refinery, foreign exchange short-
ages, and difficulties financing
fuel imports.

Amid the ongoing civil war,
the supply crunch has driven a
surge in black market fuel trade
across government-held areas.

port their endeavours.

But a new law means this fa-
miliar practice could be coming
to an end.

Anyone found preaching in
public service vehicles faces up
to eight months in prison, a fine
of up to $52 (£39) or both.

The new regulation, passed by
parliament in May, and which
has started to be enforced in
recent weeks, targets preaching
and hawking on vehicles while
they are in motion, classifying
both as a nuisance and citing the

safety and comfort of passengers.

Boateng, a 61-year-old pas-
tor at Gospel Light church, has
been preaching on commercial
vehicles leaving Neoplan station
since 2023.

"I preach on commercial ve-
hicles because not everyone is
able to go to church on Sunday.
There are a lot of passengers who
need our message of salvation to
repent from their sins. We even
heal the sick on some buses," he
told the BBC in Twi, a local lan-

guage.

Wearing a clerical collared
shirt, Boateng moves through
rows of buses loading passengers
before boarding one bound for
Kumasi, Ghana's second-largest
city.

We speak to him before the
bus departs to avoid breaking
the law.

Some travellers listen closely
as he delivers his message. Oth-
ers try to ignore him, browsing
their phones, making calls or
chatting among themselves.

"Some passengers are very

happy with my message. Some
even say they have never heard
the message in church, but
through my preaching they now
know it is in the Bible," he says.

The new rules have divided
opinion.

Critics say preaching on mov-
ing vehicles is a nuisance and a
safety risk, as it could distract the
driver, while supporters argue
that evangelism is a Christian
duty and should be protected
under the freedom of religious
worship.

Kyiv bridge hit in further Russian
drone attack as German chancellor
makes surprise visit

ajor bridges in Kyiv
have been hit by Rus-
sian drone strikes for

four consecutive days, as Mos-
cow ramps up attacks on criti-
cal infrastructure in Ukraine's
capital.

Two people were injured
when the Pivnichnyi (North-
ern) Bridge was struck on Sun-
day morning for the second day
in a row, while the Pivdennyi
(Southern) Bridge was hit multi-
ple times earlier in the week.

The latest attack came as Ger-
man Chancellor Friedrich Merz
made a surprise visit to Kyivin a
show of support against Russia's
continuing full-scale invasion.

Russia's military said it would
be intensifying strikes on Kyiv
and other Ukrainian regions.
It earlier said it had hit the two
bridges used to transfer Ukrain-
ian troops.

Video footage of Sunday's
strike, verified by the BBC,
shows cars moving on Pivnich-
nyi Bridge as a drone crashes
into it before exploding, creating
a ball of fire. A cloud of black
smoke can be seen rising above
the bridge.

Other videos and pictures
have emerged on social media
showing a gaping hole in the
middle of a traffic lane on the
bridge.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said two people were injured
in the latest Russian attack. He
earlier said that the Pivnichnyi
Bridge's roadway was hit.

Kyiv's eight bridges across
the wide Dnipro River link the

western (right) and eastern (left)
parts, and many of the capital's
estimated three million resi-
dents rely heavily on the metro
lines and trains to travel across
the city.

Some 500,000 vehicles use the
bridges every day.

The two struck bridges are
still standing - but the damage
and restrictions to traffic and
public transport have caused
gridlock in parts of the capital
at times.

"To get from the left bank to
the right one and back - it's just
hell," Kyiv resident Roman said
on Sunday.

Large numbers of commut-
ers cross the river, especially
on weekdays. Repair teams are
working to fix the damage and
officials say they are planning
temporary pontoon bridges,
ferry services and even a tun-
nel under the river to keep Kyiv
connected.

Klitschko also said a separate
Russian drone strike had dam-
aged a heating main, adding that
there would be a temporary lack
of hot water in the north-eastern
Desnyanskyi district as a result.

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelenksy said on Sunday
morning Russian drones had
also attacked a warehouse in the
north-eastern region of Sumy,
killing one person.

Meanwhile, in the central
city of Dnipro, six people were
injured after a communications
facility was struck, he said.

Ukraine's Air Force said that
overnight Russia had launched

PREACHING:
Preaching on commercial buses was first prohibited in Ghana 2012, but the law banning it has now been beefed up

135 drones, including 52 jThe
Russian foreign ministry on
Saturday repeated a warning for
foreign citizens, including diplo-
mats, to leave Kyiv.

Responding to the warning,
EU ambassador Katarina Math-
ernova wrote on X on Sunday:
"The EU Delegation is staying.

Threatening us will not stop
Europe's support for Ukraine. It
only reminds us why that sup-
port matters!"

German ambassador to
Ukraine, Boris Ruge, reacted to
Mathernova's post with: "Amen
- we're staying".

In Friday's attack, a Russian

drone hit cables of Kyiv's Piv-
dennyi bridge

Earlier attacks on the Piv-
dennyi Bridge prompted Kyiv's
defence council to hold a crisis
meeting on Friday.

Klitschko warned that the
city was now in a "very dramatic
situation” as Moscow was bat-

tering its "critical infrastructure,
logistics, housing" and other key
facilities.

Experts say Russian drones
are unlikely to bring down the
bridges - but repeated attacks
will force their closure and risk
weakening their structure, mak-
ing them unusable.

Loud explosions heard in Yemeni capital amid reports of Saudi strikes

oud explosions were heard
Lin the Yemeni capital of

Sanaa on Saturday, as the
Houthis reported airstrikes in the
area by Saudi forces.

Al-Masirah TV, a Houthi-af-
filiated media outlet, reported
"Saudi aggression” against the
capital, without providing details
on the targets or casualties.

The channel had earlier re-
ported missile strikes on the tele-
communications network in the
north-western governorate of
Saada, a Houthi stronghold.

Saudi Arabia bombed the
Yemeni capital on Thursday
night for the first time since
renewed fighting broke out be-
tween the two sides in July, the
Houthis claimed.

After several years of calm,
Yemen was plunged back into
civil war in July.

It is pitting the Iran-backed
Houthis, who control most of
north-west Yemen, against the
country’s internationally rec-
ognised government, which is
backed by neighbouring Saudi
Arabia.

Based in the city of Aden, the
government controls much of

the country's south and east -- a
region that is larger but less pop-
ulated.

Hostilities were reignited after
four years of a fragile truce when
Iran sent a plane to Sanaa carry-
ing a Houthi delegation.

The flight did not seek author-
isation from Saudi Arabia, con-
travening a practice in place for
adecade.

Riyadh retaliated with strikes
on Sanaa airport, and in response
the Houthis attacked Saudi terri-
tory for the first time since 2022.

Since then, fighting has inten-
sified with the Houthis launch-
ing a lightning offensive which
saw them seize control of coastal
regions along the strategic Bab
al-Mandab strait.

They have also struck multiple
Saudi targets including oil infra-
structure and the capital Riyadh
while also announcing a naval
blockade on Saudi ships in the
Red Sea.

Fighting in recent days has
centred on Taiz, where 80 com-
batants in the conflict were re-
ported dead on Friday by sources
on both sides.

The battle for Taiz is taking

place on several fronts, including
highlands overlooking coastal
areas recently seized by the Hou-
this.

On Saturday, it was being
reported that a large plume of
smoke and fires was seen rising
near an oil facility in the Saudi
capital, Riyadh.

Saudi Arabia has reportedly
requested help from the United
States, a call so far rebuffed by US
President Donald Trump.

Meantime, the United Nations
says at least 150,000 people have
fled their homes in Yemen due to
renewed fighting that has killed
hundreds.

This follows the rapid advance
by the Iran-backed Houthi fight-
ers down the country’s western
coast to the Bab el-Mandeb Strait
in recent weeks.

The rebel group has been
involved in clashes with Sau-
di-backed Yemeni government
forces.

“We came under attack by the
Houthis at around 6pm., and we
left our home with nothing but
the clothes we were wearing,
said Abu Walid who did not give
his real name out of fear for his

family’s safety.

“The children and their moth-
er had no idea what was hap-
pening. I told them, "'We have to
flee.") he said.

Abu Walid added that the
Houthi militias had taken con-
trol of the city of Hays, and the
“shelling and bombardment
were fallen”.

“It got to the point where a
mortar shell landed right next to
the door of our house," he said.

A woman who was also dis-
placed from Hays said she and
her children fled when a mortar
shell was fired at them.

I don't know where we are
going or where to turn. We are
now displaced and have no iden-
tity cards, no passports, nothing;”
she said.

“Our children are now out of
school. We want help from hu-
manitarian organizations. We
need homes, schools, and hospi-
tals, she added.

Displaced people with their
children could be seen living in
tents with some saying that they
don't have anything apart from
their clothes, while they line up
to register and receive aid.
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PROTEST:
Tens of thousands took to the streets of Madrid to protest
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'Anger in the streets': Tens of thousands protest in Spain over housing crisis

r I Nens of thousands of
people have protested
across Spain calling for

greater protections for tenants

after the government failed to
pass emergency housing legis-
lation.

About 50 marches took
place on Saturday in cities in-
cluding Madrid, Valencia and
Barcelona.

"There is a lot of anger in
the streets," a spokesperson for
the Valencia Tenants' Union
said. Clashes have taken place
between some protesters and
police in the city.

The measures put forward
by Pedro Sanchez's leftist co-
alition government on Friday
followed public outcry over
the eviction of an 87-year-old
woman from her home last
month after she was unable to
afford a sharp rent increase.

Her eviction triggered na-
tionwide protests across Spain
with protesters demanding
lower rents, an end to evic-
tions, and a ban on investment

funds - or "vulture funds" as
the government has termed
them - buying property.

Sanchez's defeat in Congress
on Friday heightens specula-
tion that he might call an ear-
ly general election, which was
not due until next summer.

His coalition government,
made up of his ruling Socialist
party and junior partner the
Sumar alliance, does not com-
mand a majority in parliament.

Spanish PM Sénchez loses
key housing crisis vote after
eviction of woman, 87

Photographs showed pro-
testers in the east coast city of
Valencia clashing with police
officers on Saturday near arts
centre Palau de les Arts Reina
Sofia, which was hosting a real
estate summit.

Several protesters removed
barriers and threw objects at
officers, who responded with
rubber bullets, Spanish media
reported. Public broadcaster
RTVE said nine police officers
were injured and five people
were arrested.

Tensions arose between
some protesters and police of-
ficers in Valencia

One of the biggest demon-
stration happened in the cap-
ital, Madrid, where estimates
of the number of participants
varied widely. The city's Ten-
ants' Union said there were
500,000, while officials put the
figure at 70,000.

Demonstrators held ban-
ners reading "There won't be
peace for rentism" and "I study
to have a future, not to have a
tiny apartment”. They shook
the keys they were holding and
chanted: "We have the keys of
all the city".

Some had also camped in
one of the city's main squares,
Puerta del Sol, for days.

One protester, David, told
RTVE ahead of the protest:
"We're not here for pleasure or
comfort. We're here out of con-
viction."

Another protester, 26-year-
old librarian Marcos Sainz,
told AFP news agency that he
used to share a two-bedroom

flat with friends, paying 900
euros (£766) a month in rent.
Today, he said a one-bedroom
flat often costs 1,000 euros.

Sainz said he would protest
against rent rises "until some-
one dares to regulate it all", or
"we'll all have to leave Madrid".

Spanish police said they had
arrested three members of a
far-right group, some of whom
had performed Nazi salutes, as
they tried to reach demonstra-
tors in the square.

On Friday night, Madrid's
Tenants' Union said that al-
though the government's
proposed measures were in-
sufficient, the rejection of the
proposed legislation "exacer-
bates the housing crisis which
is costing the working class
their lives".

It is calling for a general
strike over the housing crisis.

An encampment has been
set up for days by protesters at
Puerta del Sol in Madrid

The legislation put forward
in Congress on Friday was di-
vided into two decrees.

Flydubai co-pilot attacked captain

UAE official says

co-pilot who at-
tempted to take control
of a Flydubai plane trav-

elling to Israel attacked the pi-
lot with a crash axe, the United
Arab Emirates prosecutor gen-
eral has said.

The flight from Dubai to
Tel Aviv carrying more than
170 people plunged 17,000ft
(5,200m) two and a half hours
into its journey, before passen-
gers managed to overpower
the attacker and successfully
take control of the plane.

Capt Smit Machchhar said
he was lying on the floor in-
jured when he realised the
plane was sinking and he had
to act, explaining: "I told my-
self to go for one last push to
open the door from inside",
which allowed the passengers
in.

Two reserve pilots then

landed the plane safely in Saudi
Arabia.

A crash axe is usually kept

in the cockpit in case of emer-
gencies.
The weapon used has been a
key question for investigators,
given the stringent security
on such a sensitive route. Ear-
ly reports from passengers on
board had suggested it might
have been a knife.

The UAE attorney general
told state media that investi-
gations were ongoing to de-
termine the full circumstances
and motives of the incident.

The co-pilot who launched
the attack was an Omani na-
tional, according to Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu.

Multiple media outlets in-
cluding Reuters, CNN and The

New York Times have named
him as Hamam al-Hammami.
There has been no official con-
firmation of this.

While working at another
airline, Oman Air, US media
reported that Al-Hammami
was removed from flight train-
ing because of concerns over
his radical views, and was giv-
en another role at Oman's na-
tional airline.

Australian authorities con-
firmed on Sunday they were
investigating his "links" to the
country, but did not provide
any details.

The Australian Broadcasting
Corporation, citing sources,
reported he was issued a stu-
dent visa in 2014 and studied
in Australia between 2015 and
2017 before leaving the coun-
try.

The ABC said his student
visa was cancelled in 2019 as

with axe,

he was not enrolled in a course
at that time.

Counter-terrorism officials
will look at whether the man
was radicalised in Australia,
the ABC reported.

He then completed a three-
year distance-learning course
run by Buckinghamshire New
University in the UK and grad-
uated with a degree in aviation
management in 2023, the uni-
versity said. It added he did not
take any pilot training at the
school.

Speaking to Fox News, Ne-
tanyahu said that after the
attacker was subdued on the
flight, he called out to the crew
"Kill me, kill me!"

The Israeli prime minister
added: "So, it's clear that he was
suicidal... It looks very likely
that he was going to down the
plane.”

Debris found from plane that
went missing off US coast

S authorities have found
debris from a medical
transport aircraft that

went missing with six people on
board.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration told the BBC it had lost
contact with the Gulfstream
G-100 plane just after 01:00 lo-
cal time (05:00 GMT) on Satur-
day, while it was travelling from
Bermuda to Boston, Massachu-
setts.

The search for survivors con-
tinues off the coast of Nantuck-
et, a Massachusetts island, the
US Coast Guard said.

Authorities have notified the
next of kin of those on the flight,
four Canadian nationals and
two Bermudian nationals.

"Search crews located a debris
field confirmed to be from the
aircraft off the coast of Nantuck-
et," the US Coast Guard said in
an update on Saturday night.
It added that ships, helicopters
and planes were involved in
searches that would through
continue the night.

The plane departed from
Bermuda's L.LE Wade Interna-
tional Airport at 23:40 local
time, according to flight data
from FlightAware, and was due
to land at Boston's Logan Inter-
national at 01:30 EDT (05:30
GMT).

According to the tail number
released by the Coast Guard, the
plane belonged to Latitude Air
Ambulances, a company that
provides international medical
flights for patients returning
home.

Among those on board were
two pilots and two medical
staff, both Canadian, Clarence
Togeretz, director of flight op-
erations at Latitude, told CBC
News.

The crew flew to Bermuda
to collect a patient and their
relative, who are not Canadian,
Togeretz said.

FlightAware's tracker
shows the aircraft significantly
dropped in altitude before its
communications went dark,
plummeting from around
7,300m (24,000ft) to 3,300m
(11,000£t).

Radio transmissions shows
trouble with communications
between the air traffic controller
and the pilot, the Boston Globe
reported based on transmis-
sions provided by LiveATC.net.

“You're coming in blind? Is
that what you said?," the air traf-
fic controller asked. "Are you
declaring an emergency, or no?"

The pilot's response was in-
audible.

“Youre coming in a little
weak so I didn't hear what your
response was, if you were de-
claring an emergency or not,"
the air traffic controller said, ac-
cording to the Globe.

The air traffic controller lat-
er confirmed the pilot had de-
clared an emergency.

An area fire dispatcher asked
emergency crews just after 01:00
EDT to prepare to meet a plane
with an "electrical issue".

The dispatcher later said "the
aircraft has lost radio and ra-
dar".

Riot police clash with students as
education protests rage in France

iot police have clashed with
R)rotesters as thousands of

tudents  demonstrating
over education standards dis-
rupted more than 700 schools in
France.

Fires have burned in the streets
as high school pupils and oth-
ers objected to a lack of teachers,
overcrowded classrooms and run-
down buildings. Interior Minister
Laurent Nufiez said 1,747 people
were arrested on Friday.

The protests began last week in
the capital Paris and have spread
across the country, with cities in-
cluding Montpellier, Nantes and
Marseille affected.

French Justice Minister Gérald
Darmanin said things had "gone
from high-school student demon-
strations to a public order distur-
bance".

School protests send shivers
down French government's spine

Darmanin said that 735 of
France's 3,700 schools were now
affected "one way or another" by
the violent protests.

Announcing the arrests late on
Friday, Nunez told France's TF1
television network: "We are slid-
ing into riot and urban violence,
and we are using all intermediate
means to put an end to it."

Meanwhile, Education Min-
ister Edouard Geffray said the
movement had been hijacked by
non-students.

He told French broadcaster BF-
MTV that teachers had said "the
people in front of me were not my
students".

Earlier on Friday, a 17-year-
old was arrested on suspicion of
attempted homicide after protests
in Belfort, north-eastern France,
where a police officer was target-
ed.

BBC Verify has now authen-
ticated two videos that show the
man, who was later identified
as an officer by a minister, being
beaten up.

In the graphic footage, a group
of young men are seen chasing
him. The officer falls to the ground,
and is subsequently punched and
kicked multiple times in the head.

At least 65 staff members have
been injured in the unrest, the ed-
ucation ministry said.

In the Paris suburb of Pantin
police charged at protesters and
made arrests after projectiles
where thrown at officers.

Meanwhile, in Strasbourg tear
gas was deployed as police feared
conditions would become more
hostile, according to the Reuters
News agency.

Rubbish bins have also been set
on fire in Rennes and Paris.

"As far as we're concerned,
we've won - our school is closed
this morning," Lola, a 16-year-old
protester, told the AFP news agen-
cy on Friday.
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New book examines Tinubu’s political method,
introduces ‘Tinubuism’

Lanre Ogundipe

THE
TINUBU ENIGMA

Tinubuism, Democratic Continuity
and the Future of Nigeria

new book examining
President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu’s political evolu-

tion, strategies and approach to
democratic governance is sched-
uled for publication before the
end of 2026.

Titled The Tinubu Enigma:
Tinubuism, Democratic Conti-
nuity and the Future of Nigeria,
the approximately 300-page book
is authored by veteran journalist
Lanre Ogundipe, a former presi-
dent of the Nigeria Union of Jour-
nalists (NUJ) and the African Un-
ion of Journalists.

The publication explores Tinu-
bus emergence as a political
strategist, coalition builder and
organiser, while examining the
influence of his political methods
on Nigerias democratic develop-
ment and governance.

According to the author, the
book is neither intended as a
work of praise nor a partisan con-
demnation of the President, but
rather as an attempt at political
interpretation.

The publication examines
Tinubu not merely as an individ-
ual politician but as a broader

political phenomenon shaped
by power, strategy, coalition man-
agement, institutional influence
and the challenges of governing a
complex federation.

Its early chapters focus on
Tinubu’s political organisation
and coalition-building strategies
within Nigerias evolving dem-
ocratic landscape, while subse-
quent chapters address questions
surrounding governance, political
legitimacy, economic reforms, in-
stitutional endurance and demo-
cratic accountability.

A central theme of the book
is the concept of “Tinubuism’,
which Ogundipe presents as a
subject for critical examination
rather than an established politi-
cal doctrine.

The author seeks to determine
whether recurring patterns in
Tinubu’s political career could be
understood as a distinctive ap-
proach to political organisation,

coalition management and the
exercise of democratic power in
contemporary Nigeria.

The book also situates Tinu-
bu’s political experience within
the context of Nigerias Fourth
Republic and broader African
debates on statecraft, democratic
consolidation and political lead-
ership.

It brings together political com-
mentaries, analytical essays and
historical reflections, including
previously published materials
that have been substantially de-
veloped alongside new contribu-
tions.

According to the announce-
ment, the manuscript has under-
gone extensive editorial develop-
ment and has been reviewed by
scholars and analysts ahead of
publication.

The book is expected to contrib-
ute to discussions among scholars,
journalists, political practitioners,
researchers, students and members
of the public interested in Nigerian
politics and the future of the coun-
try’s democracy.

FEATURE

Edo’s bad roads, the hypocrisy of Okpebholo’s attackers

DAN OsaA-OGBEGIE, EsqQ.

Edo’s roads reached their pres-

ent state. Obaseki’s supporters
responded with photographs of pot-
holes and demands that Governor
Monday Okpebholo repair them.
Edo people are entitled to make that
demand. What Obaseki’s supporters
cannot do is erase eight years of dete-
rioration and pretend the roads failed
the day Okpebholo took office.

Some of the Governors loudest
critics held office under Godwin
Obaseki. Others praised the Obase-
ki administration without restraint.
They watched roads break down
and communities plead for help, yet
had little to say. Now every flooded
street has become a campaign exhibit
against his successor. Before lecturing
Edo people on accountability, they
should explain their silence and apol-
ogise for the failures they defended.

Ibiwe Street should embarrass
them. In January 2023, Obaseki’s gov-
ernment placed it among 42 Benin
roads approved for spot improvement
and asphalt overlay. The work was
supposed to take two months. Ibiwe
remains scarred by potholes and deep
gullies. Was the promised work done?
If so, why has the road failed? If not,
why was it announced? Those who
celebrated the promise cannot hand
its consequences to Okpebholo.

Then there is Ring Road. Obaseki’s

In my earlier essay, I asked how

government undertook renovation
work in and around that axis in 2023.
Today, his supporters point to failed
portions of the city centre as evidence
against Okpebholo. Ring Road is the
centrepiece of Benin City, and Benin
City is more than Edo’s capital: it is the
face the state presents to the world. Its
condition demands urgent attention.
It also demands an account of what
was rebuilt, what was patched and
why portions have deteriorated. A
photograph of a pothole tells us where
the damage is. It does not tell us when
the failure began.

Elsewhere in Benin, portions of
the road by Stella Obasanjo Hospi-
tal, connecting Country Home Road
and Limit Road, have given way af-
ter the work undertaken there under
Obaseki. The condition of Commer-
cial Road near the Fourth Mecha-
nised Brigade and golf course raises
questions about the excavation and
reconstruction attempted towards the
end of his tenure. These were visible
projects, not forgotten streets. His
supporters once asked Edo people to
count them among his achievements.

First Ugbor Road deserves par-
ticular scrutiny. I have been told
that Obaseki’s government initially
awarded work there for more than
800 million, yet residents saw large-
ly palliative work. Within a year, ac-
cording to the same account, the road
was awarded to another company
and subsequently left unfinished. Let
the contracts, payments and certified

work be published. If the account is
wrong, the documents will establish
that. If it is right, those who applaud-
ed the awards owe Edo people an ex-
planation.

Edo Central and Edo North in-
herited an even deeper road deficit.
Obaseki’s government can list projects
in both districts; a list cannot substi-
tute for the roads entire communities
needed and never received. Anyone
who travelled those routes could see
the scale of the neglect. Yet his de-
fenders have reserved their outrage
for Okpebholo, who inherited the
consequences.

Benin’s flooding exposes another
failure. Adams Oshiomhole com-
menced the Benin Storm Water Pro-
ject and delivered its first phase. He
presented it as part of a larger plan
and urged Edo people to elect Obase-
ki to carry the work forward. Obaseki
instead attacked the design and ac-
cused his predecessor’s administra-
tion of fraud, like a poor workman
blames his tools. If the design was
defective, he had eight years to deliv-
er an effective alternative. The floods
that continue to damage homes and
roads show how much remained un-
resolved.

In January 2023, Obaseki said Edo
had spent over $150 million on flood
control and erosion management.
That claim invites questions about
results. Which communities gained
lasting protection? Which drainage
systems were completed? His former

officials should bring records and
answers, rather than another photo-
graph captioned as Okpebholo’s fail-
ure.

I acknowledge Obaseki’s renova-
tion of public service buildings. I will
always praise the civil service reforms
that changed the character of Edo’s
public institutions. Giving him credit
where it is due does not oblige me to
conceal his record on roads. Godwin
Obaseki failed Edo on roads.

The APC government, under Sen-
ator Monday Okpebholo, now bears
the responsibility of repair. Govern-
ment is a continuum. It must fix dan-
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gerous roads, complete its projects
and build drainage that works. Edo
people should hold it to those duties.
Obaseki’s supporters, however, can-
not pose as innocent witnesses to a
crisis that deepened while their gov-
ernment held power.

The potholes are real. So is their
history. Obaseki’s defenders must an-
swer for both.

DAN Osa-Ogbegie, Esq. is a Be-
nin-based legal practitioner and
an apostle of Edo renaissance from

Uhunmwode Local Government
Area.
wf Whioely Feaid Hewrpapar
Sports Investigations

Edo spent $150m on
flood control, erosion
management —Obaseki
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Edo FA warns against unaffiliated football
competitions

KEHINDE OSAGIEDE

r I Yhe Edo State Football
Association (Edo FA)
has warned football

stakeholders across the state

against organising and partici-
pating in competitions that are
not affiliated to the association.

The warning was contained
in a statement signed by the
secretary of the EFA Otupate

Adebisi Richard, drawing the

attention of the Edo FA Zonal

Football Coordinators, LGA

Football Administrators, Com-

munity Football Representa-

tives and the Edo State Football

Referees Council.

In the statement, Edo FA has
directed organisers of football
competitions at various levels
to ensure that their tourna-
ments are properly affiliated
with the Edo FA.

The FA also announced
affiliation fees of N100,000
for state-wide competitions,
N70,000 for zonal competi-
tions, N50,000 for LGA com-
petitions and N30,000 for
Community competitions._

The Edo Football govern-
ing body said the measure was
necessary to ensure proper co-
ordination and regulation of
football competitions across
the state.

L’
1

OTUPATE RICHARD

e Tennis

NPFL clubs receive share of first Euromatch
sponsorship tranche — Abdulramhan

— ——
EUROMATC]

| NBRL
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ubs participating in the
Nigeria Premier Football
ague, NPFL have re-

ceived their respective shares from
the first tranche of the league’s Eu-
romatch title sponsorship package.
The Chief Operating Officer
of the NPFL, Dr Ayo Hammed
Abdulrahman, confirmed this
in an exclusive interview with
SportsPro News at his resi-
dence in Ilorin on Thursday.
Abdulrahman clarified that

Oparaugu proposes Nigeria Chess Junior
Circuit 2027 to Develop Young Talent

as Oparaugu has proposed

the establishment of the
Nigeria Chess Junior Circuit
2027, a year-long points-based
competition designed to pro-
vide a structured pathway for
the country’s emerging junior
chess players.

The proposed circuit would
be built around FIDE-rated
classical chess tournaments
held across different parts of
Nigeria, giving young players
regular opportunities to com-
pete, earn ranking points and
gain valuable tournament ex-

International Master Thom-

perience.

Oparaugu believes the initiative
could help address a long-stand-
ing gap in Nigerias junior chess
development system.

Nigeria has consistently pro-
duced talented junior players
who have excelled at national,
continental and international
competitions, but the country
has lacked a sustained domes-
tic circuit capable of providing
regular high-level competition
throughout the year.

The proposed 2027 circuit
is therefore aimed at creating
continuity in junior devel-

opment while encouraging
more players to participate in
FIDE-rated events.

A points-based  system
would also allow performances
across multiple tournaments to
contribute to an overall rank-
ing, potentially helping identify
and track Nigeria’s leading jun-
ior talents.

The initiative, if adopted,
could provide a more struc-
tured competitive pathway for
young Nigerian players and
strengthen the foundation for
the country’s future generation
of elite chess players.

the total value of the Euro-
match title sponsorship deal is
$7.5 million over three years,
amounting to $2.5 million an-
nually, correcting reports sug-
gesting that the sponsorship
was worth $1 million.

“Euromatch is a title spon-
sorship. It is not $1 million, if
I must correct the impression.
The entire package is $7.5 mil-
lion for three years, which is
$2.5 million per year.

“So, the first tranche that
was received, the clubs have
received their percentage. I am
confirming that to you”

The NPFL COO, however,
stressed that the league has not
yet received the entire sponsor-
ship allocation for the year.

According to him, only the
funds received so far have been dis-
tributed to the participating clubs
based on their agreed percentage.

“Not all. I didn't say all. The
tranches that have been re-
ceived, the percentage due to
the clubs has been paid, but we
haven't received all for the year”

Abdulrahman urged stake-
holders to distinguish between
the total Euromatch sponsor-
ship package and the amount
already received by the league,
noting that describing the entire
sponsorship money as having
been received by the clubs could
create a misleading impression.
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e Boxing

Morocco 2026: FIFA U-17

Women’s World Cup set for
October 17 Kick-Off

r I ~he countdown to the
FIFA U-17 Womens
World Cup Morocco

2026 is entering its final stages,

with 24 nations set to battle for

the global title when the tourna-

ment kicks off on October 17.

Morocco will host the 10th
edition of the competition
from October 17 to November
7, bringing together some of
the most promising young tal-
ents in women’s football.

FIFA has confirmed that all
matches through to the semi-fi-
nal stage will be played in Rabat.

Nigeria’s Flamingos will begin
their campaign against Poland
on Saturday, October 17, in one

of four opening-day fixtures.
Hosts Morocco will face New
Zealand on the same day, while
Germany take on Argentina and
Korea DPR meet Puerto Rico.
The Flamingos will continue
their Group B campaign against
Puerto Rico on October 20 before
completing the group stage against
Korea DPR on October 23.
Nigeria will be seeking a
strong start as they aim to
advance from the expanded
group phase and continue their
pursuit of another deep run at
the global tournament.
The expanded competition
features 24 teams divided into
six groups of four.

Osayi-Samuel becomes third Eagles star to Withdraw from Russia friendly

BRIGHT OSAYI-SAMUEL

uper Eagles defender
SBright Osayi-Samuel has

withdrawn from Nigeria’s
international friendly against
Russia, further compounding
the squad concerns facing head
coach Eric Chelle.

The Fenerbahge defender is
the third player to pull out of
Nigeria’s squad ahead of Tues-
day’s encounter against Russia
in Nizhny Novgorod.

Osayi-Samuel joins Wilfred
Ndidi and Akpe Victory, who
have also withdrawn from the

fixture. No official reason has
been disclosed for Osayi-Sam-
uel's decision to leave the
squad.

His withdrawal leaves Chelle
with fewer options as Nigeria
prepare for the high-profile
meeting with the Russian na-
tional team.

The friendly is expected to
provide both teams with an op-
portunity to assess their players
and continue preparations for
their respective upcoming in-
ternational engagements.

Ekong demands stability as
Super Eagles struggle
in AFCON Qualifiers

ormer Super Eagles cap-
Ftain William  Troost-
Ekong has urged the Ni-
geria national team to embrace
greater consistency following
their disappointing 30 defeat to
Guinea-Bissau in the 2027 Afri-
ca Cup of Nations qualifiers.
Ekong made the remarks
during an interview with beIN
Sports, stressing the need for
improvements throughout the
structure of the national team.
“We are at a point where we
need to see some consistency
and think from the top down.
I think the talent is there in
abundance,” Ekong said.

The former defenders com-
ments followed Nigerias heavy
loss in Bissau, a result that raised
further questions about the Super
Eagles’ performances and consist-
ency under head coach Eric Chelle.

Despite the setback, Ekong
believes Nigeria has sufficient
talent to compete at the highest
level and is calling for a more
consistent approach as the
team continues its campaign.

The Super Eagles will now
look to bounce back in their
remaining AFCON 2027 qual-
ifying fixtures and strengthen
their chances of securing a
place at the tournament.

OTUPATE RICHARD
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NPFL Matchday 7: Insurance FC thrash
Barau FC 4-1 to end unbeaten run

KEHINDE OSAGIEDE

endel Insurance FC re-
turned to winning ways

in impressive fashion

on Sunday, October 4, thrash-
ing Barau FC of Kano 4-1 in
Matchday 7 of the Nigeria Pre-
mier Football League (NPFL).
The emphatic victory at the

_awny

Samuel Ogbemudia Stadium,
Benin, brought Barau FC’s un-
beaten run to an end, as the Be-
nin Arsenals produced a dom-
inant performance in front of
their home supporters.

Kayode Oke broke the dead-
lock in the 34th minute, firing
Insurance into the lead in a
keenly contested encounter

o

Edo State Deputy Governor Dennis Idahosa addressing the players

that lived up to its billing.

The energetic forward complet-
ed his brace in the 70th minute,
extending Insurances advantage
and underlining the home side’s
hunger for goals from the start.

Insurance head coach Ken-
nedy Boboye made a tactical
switch in the 66th minute,
introducing Fatai Abdullahi,
Wisdom Udom and Suraju La-
wal for Efe Ubiomo, Emmanuel
Dung and Alex Oweileyefa.

Barau FC responded three
minutes later when Sugau Ali-
yu converted from the penalty
spot to reduce the deficit and
gave the visitors renewed hope.

However, Insurance re-
mained resolute and quickly
restrategised to contain the
marauding Kano side.

In the 85th minute, Sura-
ju Lawal restored Insurance’s
two-goal advantage when he
found the back of the net with

Fatai Abdullah's superb assist
to make it 3-1 and put the game
beyond the visitors’ reach.

With four minutes of added
time indicated, Jonathan James
completed the scoring by tap-
ping in Insurance’s fourth goal,
adding his name to the score-
sheet and sealing a comprehen-
sive 4-1 victory.

The result moves Bendel In-
surance up to fifth position on
the NPFL table with 12 points.

The Benin Arsenals will be
away to Sporting Lagos next
weekend.

Speaking after the game,
Barau FC head coach Eugene
Agagbe congratulated Ben-
del Insurance and praised the
home side’s approach.

“Insurance showed strong
character, better than last sea-
son. We lost to a very good team.
I must admit that they played
better today;” Agagbe said.

Dare, Olopade Grace 5th Great Abeokuta 10KM Race
as Musa and Akanbi emerge Champions

he ancient city of Abeoku-
Tta came alive in the early

hours of Saturday, Octo-
ber 3, 2026, as the highly antic-
ipated fifth edition of the Great
Abeokuta 10KM Race made a
triumphant return. Organized
by Africa’s leading sports mar-
keting firm, Nilayo Sports Man-
agement Limited (NSML), the
event drew over 1,000 runners
to the scenic, undulating streets
of Ogun State’s capital.

The road race, which made
its comeback after the organiz-
ers deliberately paused the 2025
edition, attracted top dignitar-
ies, including the Special Ad-
viser to the President on Media
and Public Communications
(and former Sports Minister),
Hon. Sunday Dare, alongside
the Director General of the
National Sports Commission
(NSC), Hon. Bukola Olopade.

A Landmark Decision for
Nigerian Athletes

Inabold move designed to em-
power homegrown talent, NSML
restricted the 2026 edition exclu-
sively to Nigerian athletes. De-
spite being a local-only race, the
organizers maintained the elite
prize purse typically reserved for
international competitors.

To promote gender equality
in sports, the prize money was
levelled across both categories:

1st Place : $1,000

2nd Place : $750

3rd Place : $500

Flagged off at exactly 7:00 AM

from Macjob Grammar School,
Onikolobo, the runners navigat-
ed the culturally significant routes
before crossing the finish line at
the MKO Abiola Sports Arena in
Kuto, where every finisher was
awarded a commemorative medal.
Race and Results

Men’s Category :
Musa  Francis James.—
30:25.33

Ilya Raymond - 30:38.06
Gyang Sunday - 30:47.00
Women’s Category:

Hon. Sunday Dare, alongside the DG, NSC, Hon. Bukola Olopade at the

5th Great Abeokuta 10KM Race

PATRICE MOTSEPE

CAF confirms Women’s Champions

League, beach Soccer AFCON dates

r I Yhe Confederation of Af-
rican Football (CAF)
Executive =~ Committee,

chaired by President Patrice

Motsepe, has approved several

major decisions, including the

2026-2030 competitions calen-

dar and the dates and venues for

key continental football events.
Following its meeting, CAF

confirmed that Lagos, Nigeria,

willhost the 2026 CAF Awards on

December 7, while the country’s

capital, Abuja, is expected to wel-

come African football stakehold-
ers for the CAF Ordinary General

Assembly on November 21.

The decisions mark a signifi-
cant period for Nigerian football,
with the country set to host two

major CAF events within a three-
week period, bringing together
football administrators and some
of the continent's biggest stars.
The Executive Committee also
approved the CAF Strategy Confer-
ence, scheduled to take place in Sal,
Cabo Verde, from October 7 to 9.
The conference is expected to pro-
vide a platform for discussions on
the development, governance and
future direction of African football.
In another major announce-
ment, CAF confirmed that the
2026 CAF Women's Champi-
ons League will run from No-
vember 1 to 15, providing Afri-
ca's leading women's club sides
with an opportunity to com-
pete for continental honours.

Boxing: ‘Pick a Date’ Tiwa Savage accepts Teni’s
Boxing challenge as Celebrity fights gain traction

frobeats star Tiwa Sav-
age has accepted fellow
singer Tenis challenge

to a celebrity boxing bout, add-
ing fresh intrigue to Nigeria’s
fast-growing celebrity fight
scene.

Teni issued the challenge in

a viral video on Friday, Oc-
tober 2, proposing a N1.5bn
purse for the potential show-
down.

While discussing the lavish
lifestyles of Nigerian entertain-
ers, Teni jokingly called out
Savage and promised to defeat

her before serenading her with
Savage’s hit song, My Darling.

Savage responded with a
brief but striking message:
“Pick a date”

The response quickly sent
social media into overdrive,
although no promoter, venue,
contract or official date has
been announced.

The exchange comes as ce-
lebrity boxing continues to
gain momentum in Nigeria fol-
lowing the Chaos in the Ring
series promoted by Balmoral
Group Promotions.

BBNaija winner Phyna re-
cently stopped actress Nkechi
Blessing in Lagos, while en-
tertainers including Portable,
Charles Okocha, Speed Dar-
lington and Carter Efe have
also featured in the series.

NPFL set to introduce Friday

night Kickoffs, weekend fixtures

he Nigeria Premier
TFootball League (NPFL)

is set to introduce a new
scheduling pattern, with league
matches expected to be played
on Friday evenings, early Sat-
urdays and Sundays.

The new arrangement is ex-
pected to provide greater flexibility
in the scheduling of NPFL fixtures
while also creating more oppor-
tunities for fans to follow league
matches across the weekend.

As part of the new sched-
ule, Shooting Stars will host

Ranchers Bees at 6:00pm on
Friday, October 16, in what is
expected to be one of the first
Friday evening fixtures under
the new arrangement.

The introduction of Friday
night football could add a new
dimension to the NPFL, with
clubs potentially benefiting from
increased attendance and greater
visibility for their matches.

Further details on the imple-
mentation of the new kickoff
schedule are expected as the
league season progresses.
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